I'nmaBa 5. Yacts 3: MMmmepaTop, KOTOpHIHM He 3HaeT xopoiuen efsl I «Om... Mactep Illyceii? Bel B
nopsigke?» Illyce#t cTOsI, CrOpOUBIIKCE, OMKUPAsCh 00eMMU PYKaMH Ha CTOJI, Pa304apOBaHHLIM TEM,
KaK ObIIM BCTPEYEHHI er0 PhIObY I'1a3a. «3TOT HAMUTOK ObLT JOBOJILHO MHOT000EITAtomuM. S
3aKOHYMII €r0 TOJIbKO HeflaBHO, IT0CJIe MHOTHX JIeT UCCIIelOBaHUM. fl IPOBEPUII ero Ha mape
O/1M3HeI0B, 3aCTaBIIsIs OOHOTO M3 HUX IIUTh €T0 B TeUeHHe TPeX JIeT U CPaBHUBAS UX UHTEJINIEKT OfUH
pa3s B romg». «Macrtep Illyceii, 3T0 TO, 4TO BH faeTe Ero BenudecTBy B KadecTBe efnl?» Ecnu 310 TO,
yTto [Iloxu 3aCTaBIsINIA €CTh KaXK[blH IeHb, TO 3TO OBITIO HE YeM MHBIM, KaK U3[IeBaTEIIbCTBOM.
«IToBapa 0TBEYAIOT 3a €ro MEeHIO 3aBTpaKa 1 06efa, a Ha YKKH [TOBapa T'OTOBST GJII0M0 U3 TIATEJIbHO
0TOOpaHHBIX MHOIO HHTPequeHTOB. CeromHAIIHS A efa Obllla IPUTOTOBJIEHA U3 OUYeHb PEOKOM MOPCKOM
peIOB». «HTak... Ero BenuuecTBy [eHCTBUTENHHO HPABUTCS €fla, KOTOPYIO Bbl eMy ITofilaeTe?» poOKO
cripocuna Pumu. «OH HUKOTja He TOBOPWI HUYETO 110 3TOMY T0BoAYy. OH BCerfa IOKPHIBAET CBOXO €.y
HeOIpPaBIaHHO OOIBIITNM KOJIMYECTBOM OCTPOTO CHHBII3IO, ITPeXkKIe YEM CheCTh». HeymuBUTENBHO,
mogyMajia PUMu ¢ HeKOTOpPEIM obrieruenrueM. «MaJjo TOro, OH HUKOT'Ia He BhIpaKas JII00BH K efie,
IIPUTOTOBJIEHHOM IJIsT HeTo moBapamu. OOHAKO OH YacTO Ha3kIBAET €€ OTBPATUTENIbHOM... Kakoit Ob
BKYCHOM, POCKOIIIHOM MW PeOKoM HU Oblna efla, OH HUKOTTa He TOBOPHJI, UTO OHa eMy HpaBUTCS. I
HUKOTI'TIa He CJIBIIIAaJ, KaK OH Ha3bIBasl 4YTO-TO BKYCHBIM. [Iloxu 1 caM TOIBKO 4TO CKa3asl 4TOo-TO
nmomoOHoe. «C Tex mop, KakK OH ObLT MOJIOA?» cipocuna Pumu. « HacKombKo MHe M3BECTHO, HUKOTIa 3a
BCIO ero Xku3Hb» lllycei B3moxHY. «3HauuT, ETo BenuyecTBo mpuKasaja MHE IPUTOTOBUTDH UTO-
HUOYOb BKYCHOE, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO C CAaMOT0 Hayaja s He 3HaJI BKYCHOM efbl?» — BO3MYILEHHO
crmpocuna Pumu. «Het, oH He TakoH YK Hepa3yMHbIH. OH X04eT, YTOOBI Japhl OKa3aluch TEM, YTO OH
MOXKeT X0Ts Obl morpo6oBath. Cam Ero BennuecTBo He BEPUT, YTO CMOKET HAWTH YTO-HUOYIb
BKYCHEHBKOE B IIPUHIIUIE». 3HAYUT, OH IIPOCTO XOUET, YTOOHI g CAesala YTo-TO X0Ts O chego0Hoe?
9T0... 'my00oKO BHYTpPHU Hee MPOCHYJICS 0eCIIOKONUHBIN UMITYJbC. Kak e kanko. [0TOBUTH efy,
KoTopas He 0ojiee yeM «CchemoOHa», MPOCTO xkanko. To, 4To OHa CKa3asa cebe B royoBe, OBIIO
[I0X0XKe Ha BBITOBOP, KOTOPHIM OHa II0JTy4usia JaBHEIM-aBHO OT CBOEeU ceCTphl-Caury. «MHe He
HyXHa oT Te0s mpocTo chenoOHas efa. A xouy yTo-HUOYOb BKycHOe. M crenaTh 3TO — TBOS
00s13aHHOCTb>» CKa3asl Caiury. «f He X04y OefaTh efy, KOTopas IIPoCTo chenodHa», — HacTarWBanla
Pumu. «<Ho Ero BenuuecTBo 3a BCIO CBOIO XU3Hb TaK U He Hallle]l HUYero BKYCHEHBKOr 0. «Jl0oIKHa
OBITH TPUYMHA, 10 KOTOPO OH HE MOXKET HacllaXkaaThCs efoi. Korma s TOMbKO MPUCOEOUHUIIACH K
3aiHEMY [BOPILY, S MOTEPSI YYBCTBO BKyCa U He MOIJIa HacjaaXkaaThCsa efor». «THl IIPOolllia yepes
YTO-TO MOmo6HOe? 3HAUMUT, KOT[la MBI BCTPETUINCEH BO BTOPOM pa3, TH IOTEPsia YYBCTBO BKycCa?»
«Jla. OgHakKo, IOKa s Ioefiana ey U3 MOel POJHOM CTPaHHBl, MOE YYBCTBO BKyCa IIOCTEIIEHHO
BOCCTaHAaBJIMBaIO0Ch. M ¢ Tex mop, KakK g CHOBa BCTPETHUJIACh U 3ar0OBOpHUJIa C BaMHU, MOe 4YyBCTBO BKycCa
CTaJio ellle CUIbHee, U...» PUMU 0CeKJach, Tak KaK e# CTajio Ka3aThCs, YTO OHA TOHKO MPU3HAETCS
eMy B 1100BH, U ee Ieku nokpacHenu. Cam Illyced, Ka3amock, 9yBCTBOBAI ce0s HEMHOTO HEJIOBKO,
KOTZla TPOYKUCTHUN Topo. "TIpusaTHO ciblmaTh. f pafm, uTo Obi Tebe mone3eH». «K-kak Obl TaM HU
Obl110, 51 yBepeHa, uTo ¥ Ero BenmuyecTBa ecTh KaKas-TO IIPUYHMHA, 110 KOTOPOX OH HE MOXKET
HacllaXkgaThcs emoi». YacTb PruMu Obiyia B3BosIHOBaHa. OHa IIOHUMAJA, YTO eCJIK el He yJacTcs
yOenuTh MniepaTopa mIpu3HaTh OTHOIIEHNS BHICOKOKAQYEeCTBEHHBIMY MHTPEAUEHTaMHU [0 UCTeYEeHUS
CceMU OHeH, OHa MOTepsieT ronoBy. Y emMHCTBEHHHBIN CII0CO0 M30eKaTh 3TOTO — CHAeNaTh YTO-TO, UTO
ymosietBopuio 0wl [lloxu. Ho, HecMOTpS Ha TO, YTO ee XKU3Hb Obl/Ia IIOCTaB/IeHa Ha KapTy, XKeJlaHue
yCrbIIaTh, Kak 1IIoxu XBanIuT ee ey, 3aTMUJIO BCe ee CTpaxu. «[109ToOMy 5 y3Ha0, YTO 3TO 3a
IIpAYMHA, ¥ IPUTOTOBIIIO ey, KoTopas MoHpaBuTcs gaxe Ero BenuuectBy». Ee rima3a cBeTunuch
m00603HATETLHOCTHIO ¥ CUJIBHBEIM JKeJlaHWeM IIPUHSTE BBI30B, CTOSLINY Iepen Hell. «Kak cTpaHHO... f
yKe BUepa Ha KyxHe ITI0YyBCTBOBAJ 3TO, HO U Teleph TBOU B3TJIAA NON00EH B3TJIAAY YIYeHOT0-
uckaresns. Tl HallOMUHAEIIb MHE MeHsT caMoro» Illyce# moka3an Pumu crnabyio, CMUPEHHYIO VIBIOKY.
«f MOHMMal0, HaCKOJIbKO THI yBjledyeHa. OfHAKO Ha JaHHBIM MOMEHT HAllKUM I'JIaBHBIM IPUOPUTETOM
SIBJIIETCSI COXPaHeHMe TBOEeU T'OJIOBH Ha Ijievax. f Tebe moMory. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, CYAs 110 TOMY, YTO
s CHBIIIaN, THl 6eCCMePTHHIM BaKOKYyaHell, 0TBeYalol[ui 3a CBsIeHHOe TpudacTre 60roB. MeHs, Kak
Y4€HOr'0, KOTOPBIY Havasl 3aHUMAaThCS KyIMHapuen, 04eHb HHTEPECYI0T TBOU MeTOHEI». ¥** [Touemy
Ero BenndecTBO He MOXKeT HacllaXaaThCs eqou? [ToTepsaB coO3HaHUE OT aHEMHUU TOIBKO [AJIS TOTO,



yTOOBI BCKOPE Tociie 3Toro eé nocetun [lloxu, Pumu Ovlna MoaHOCTHIO UCTOIeHa. [Ilycelt cka3an e
OTIOXHYTh B TeYEHUE [HS, TaK YTO Teleph OHa Jiekajla Ha CBOeHM KPOBaTH. Y ee IMOTYLUIKH YOOOHO
nexasna TaMa, CBepHYBIIKCh KaJIaYUKOM, 1 COIlesia BO CHe. PuMu OBIIO MIPUSTHO CIIYIIATh
MeqJIeHHOe, poBHOe fbixaHue TaMmel. Illycen OTIIpaBUICS OTHBIXaTh B CIIaJIbHIO B APYTOM ABOPLIOBOM
3manHud. CTpaXXKHUKHU Y BOPOT Pa30KTJIA KOCTEDP, HO CITy’KaHOK 371eCh He ObIT0. [IpefnonoKuTenbHo,
BO [IBOPIle HAXOOMINCh KaKue-TO CIYTH U JKEHIIUHE, HO HOYbI0 OHM PACXOAUJIUCH 10 CBOMM [OMaM.
Brimo yxkacHo Tux0. OOBIYHO BOKPYT OBIIM U CIYKAHKH, ¥ CITYTH, HO Ce4ac PUMU HAIIOJIOBUHY
CYHMTaNaCh MPECTYIHUIIEH, TaK YTO 9TO OBIIO BIIOJHE €CTECTBEHHO. JIYHHBIN CBET IIPOOUBAJICS CKBO3b
ITIe/IM 3aKPHITOM [IBEPH ¥ PHCOBAJ Ha MTOTOJIKE KPACUBYIO IPSIMYIO JIMHUIO CBeTa. Pumu Habromana 3a
Hel, pa3MBIIUIAsA. TOUHO Tak Ke, KaK KOTfia 5 BIIepBble IPHCOEeIUHUIIACE K 3aJHEMY [BOPILy, €CTh JIA
B TyT 9TO-TO CKPEITOE€ B C€POIE ero BenudecTBa? OHa Cllylllalia, KaK BE€TEP MEJIEeCTUT TUCTbAMHA
IEepeBLEB CHAPYXKU, U, HE YCIIEB OMIOMHUTLCS, yCHYNa. «Ceny Pumu». I'maza PuMu mepHyIUCH OT
3ByKa CJIafKOro0 rojoca, MeMHYBIIero el Ha yxo0. 3aTeM OHa LIMPOKO PacKphlia rjia3a OT II0Ka Ipu
BHUIE ITPEKPACHOTO JIuila, TPUOIU3UBIIErocs K Hell. «Mactep Xakype#...?!» OKa3aBIMKUCh TaK GIU3KO
K Kpacaslly, 4To ObI KapTUHOM CIIMIIKOM UHTEHCUBHOMU IJIsl MPoOyKOeHUs, OHa YyTh HEe BCKPUKHYJIA,
HO XaKypel IPUKpPLUI el poT pykKou. «Tccc. Tuine, Pumu». OHa MONbITanach CIPOCUTE €r0, I0YeMy
OH 37IeCh U 4TO HeJlaeT, HO 3a JIafloHbi0 XaKypes BCe IPeBpaTUiIoCh B Hepa3bopurBoe OOpMOTAHHUE.
OcBellleHHbIN TYHHBIM CBETOM, XaKypei BHITJISAAEN Y2KaCHO KPaCUBBLIM M 3araflOuYHBIM, TOYTH KaK
HacTosmui gyx. OH B30Opasicst Ha KPoBaTh, JieT Ha PuMu u mocMoTper e B nuilo. «He moBhIma
rojoc, xopoio? Ecnu Te nmoo0elnaeris MHe 9TO, 51 yOepy CBOI0 PyKy». PUMu KUBHYJIa B OTBET, U
Xakypel MeneHHO yOpan ero pyky. «Mactep XaKypeH, 4To B 37iech fenaeTe? Kak B 371eCh
0Ka3a/MCh?» MIeOTOM CIIpocuiia PuMmu. Xakypen ke IpoIIenTas el OTBET Ha yX0, JOCTaTOYHO
61113K0, 4TOOBR PUMU ITOYYBCTBOBAsa €ro gbIXxaHue. «f MOgKyIMua reapaeiieB. 4 xoTen cnactu Tebs,
noHuMaelb. [Toimem co muoM, Pumu. S momory Tebe cbexkaTth oTcioga». "Ho s..." Xakypei, OIKHO
OBITh, OeCIIOKOUIICS 0 PuMu. DTa MBICIb MopamoBaia eé. OgHAKO B 9THX 00CTOSITEILCTBAX 0eXKaTh
On110 omacHee. Ecniu ObI OHa cOexkaia, TO cTaia OBl Pa3bICKUBAEMOU KEHITUHON 0e3 BCIKUX
ollpaBHaHuU — ee OBl Ka3HUIK 0€3 BOIIPOCOB. B HacTosillee BpeMs OHa TaKxKe HaxXxoguiaach Ha
noneyenun llyces. Ecnu oHa cOeXKUT, OH IIOHECET OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. HeT, 5 He MOTY 3TOTO COEefaTh.
4 He xouy 6ecniokouts Mactepa llycesi, Pumu nokadana ronosoii. «Cnacubo, mactep Xakypeu, HO 5
He MOT'Yy Io¥Tu ¢ BamMu. Ecnu s 3T0 cuenato, y Mactepa Illyces 6ymyT mpobiemsr». «C Illyceem Bce
oynmet B mopsinke. OH CHIH KaHITIEpa ¥ OYeHb BaxKHBIN YenoBek misi Ero BemuuectBa». «Ho MHe GBITO
Onl ommacHee yOexaTh. Celiyac y MeHs ellle eCTh LIaHC OBITh MPOIIeHHOM. [T0OHT 03Hayvan Okl OTKa3 OT
3TOro maHca». Ha MrHOBeHUe BhIpaXkeHUe Julla XaKypes, Ka3al0Ch, I0X0JIOEJI0 B TEMHOM KOMHATe.
«THI X04elIb CKa3aTh, YTO TeOe He Hy:KHA MOS ITOMOIIL?» «4 He 00 9ToM... [IpoCcTo 5 HE mymalo, 4To
nober» xopoiee peienue. «Torga 4yTo MHe fgenaTh? UeM s Mory moMmousb Tebe, Pumu?» «MHe xKalb.
4 ue 3Haw...» Ee ronoc o6opBancs OT youBneHus. XakKypel HayaJs IJIafUTh ee 110 CIIUHE, 3aTEM
Me[JIEHHO IepelIen K pykaM. Yepes3 OguH TOJIBKO CJIOW OOeXAbl, Ka3aJloCh, YTO €r0 PYKH KacaroTCs
ee KoxXu. «4 xouy momoub Tebe. Ho eMUHCTBEHHOE, UTO 5 MOTY cel4ac cheiaTh, 3TO YTEIIUTE Te0S».
HOT-IYBCTBOBHB OIIaCHOCTH B €I'0 IBUXKEHUAX, PuMu nomsiTanace COIIPOTHUBIIATLECSA €My, HO, IIOCKOJIBKY
Xakypeii mpuxkan e€ mon cobol, OHa He MOTJIa IoIneBenuThes. «H-H-HeT, crmacubo! MHe He HYKHO
yTelleHne KOT0-TO, KTO BRITJIIAUT TaK XKe I1JI0X0, KaK BhI!» XaKypew BHITIISIAEN TAKUM Ke OJIeIHBIM 1
HEe3J0POBLIM, KakK U Bcerma. «BoT Kak? He mompo6yetms, Pumu? Ecnu nmompo6yeris, BO3MOXKHO, Tebe u
moHpaBuTcs. 9 mam Tebe mompoboBaTh». «f cKa3asa HeT, cnacu0o...» MOMkITaNlach CKa3aTh PUMu, HO
Ipexfe 4eM OHa ycIesla UTO-TO CKa3aTh, XaKypel npuxaics rybamMu K ee Iee, U OHa
IIOYYBCTBOBaJla €ro ObIXxaHUe Ha CBOel Koxe. «XBaTuT!» OT BHE3aIIHOTr0 IPUCTyIa CTpaxa OHa
IIOTepsiJla OPUEeHTALIMIO0 ¥ 3aKpHUyiajla Ha BAKOKyaHCKOM. Ee pPOT TyT Xe OmsATh ObIIT 3aKPHIT PYKOKH
Xakypes. «4 cka3an Tebe 3aMondaTh, He Tak Ju? {1 Tebe He HpPaBniOCh, PuMu?» C mpeKpacHBIM
nuioM XakKypest Hafg Hed, PuMu mokadasa rojioBoit BBepx ¥ BHU3. OHa Oblyia 00s13aHa eMy KU3HbIO,
HO BHE3aITHO, KOTa C Hell fieflajid YTO-TO CTOIbL 6e3KalloCTHOE, OHa BIIOJTHE MOTJIa BO3SHEHABHU/IETh
ero. Xakypeu IrpyCTHO yIBIOHYICS B 0TBeT. «He BomnHylics, 1 Tebe TOHPaBIIOCh. Tl TOJIBKO IOTORU».
«f1 B 9TOM He yBepeH, XaKypel» BHe3allHO HaJl HUMU pa3[ajics X0JIOOHHIM, KakK Jiell, ronoc. Hamnpsiras



3peHue, PuMu 3aMeTusia Med, IpUCTaBIeHHEIH K 1iee Xakypes. OHa B3rJIsIHyJla Ha XaKypes U
yBULEJa, YTO UHTEJUIUTeHTHEIN yueHsli [llycell CTOUT TaM B TEMHOTE, OLETHIA B OQHOCJIONHOE
HOYHOe GeJlbe U C pacnyleHHHIMU BOIOCAMHU. [[OIKHO OBITh, OH TOJIBKO UTO IIPOCHYJICS U
HallpaBUJICd B KOMHaTy Pumu. Yaepxkusasi CBOY Med y 1ier XaKypes, OH IIOCMOTpPeJ Ha Hero
B3TJIA0M, TAKUM XKe JIeATHBIM, KaK ¥ ero KIuHOK. «Ou? Kak Thl MOHAT, YTO g 3Aech? f gymar, Thl
CIIUIIL B IPYTOM 3MaHKWKU» CKa3asl XaKypel, BCTaBas ¢ KpoBaTH, He obpalllasi BHUMaHHUS Ha Jie3Bue,
KOTOPOe Ceryac Jiexkao PAmoM c ero meel. «Koe-KTo 66T JOCTaTOYHO Jit00e3€eH, YTOOH Pa3dyauTh
MeHS ¥ NIPefyNpeauTh 0 Ype3BbluaiiHoM cuTyauuu ¢ PuMu». PuMu nompasuia nepeq cBoei py0ariky,
nop0ezkana K Kpalo KpOBaTH ¥ CBEPHYJIACh KaJauuKoM. 3aflaBasiCh BOIIPOCOM, KTO MOT IIPEOYIPeNUuTh
[Iyces, u 3ameTuna, uto Tambl HUTHE He Ob0 BUgHO. TaMa npenynpenun [lyces 060 MHE?
HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO el yOanoch CnacTuch, Pumu Bce elnle apoxkana. K Hell HUKOTia paHbIlle Tak He
IpuKacaauck. 9To OBIIO myTatome. 3aMeTuB Apoxb Pumu, Illycelt mocmMoTpen Ha Xakypes C
SIPOCTHBIM BHIpaXKEHUEM JIUIA, BCe ellle IpUXKUMas K HeMy Med. «3a4yeM Thl 9TO cHenall, Xakypeu?
9TO0 coBCceM He TMOX0XKe Ha Tebs». «Med He IOOXOOUT TaKOMY yueHOMY, Kak Thl. He mMor Obl BEl yOpaTh
aty mTyky?» Barnsap Illyces cTan elile CTpoxe, Korfia XaKypey HeOpeKHO MOMBITAICS CMEHUTh TEMY.
«41 cipocun Tebs, 3a4eM THI 3TO Cenan?» «4 Mpuilesn CracTyd JOPOTOro MHe YeJloBeKa. 3Haelllb,
TaKAMU TeMIlaMi PuUMHU oTpPyOsIT TOIOBY». «ITO J10XKb. He MoXKeT ObITh, YTOOHI TH HE TOHMMAJI, YTO
ee I00eT TOJIbKO yCYTyOuT cuTyaunio. ¥ HecMOTps Ha BCe TBOM 3asBIIEHUS O XKeJlaHUU CIIaCTH ee,
3TO OTIpefieJIEHHO He TO, YeM Thl 3aHUMaelTbcsi». «Hy, PUMU oTKa3anach yoeratsb, Tak 4TO S PELIUI
XOTs OBl yTEIUTE ee». «Ellle oflHa 10XKb» CypoBO 3asiBui Ciocai. «THl Ke He BepHIlb BCEPhE3, YTO
MOXKEIb YTEIIHUTh KOTO-TO TaKUM TJIYIIBIM ITOCTYIIKOM. Yero Tl moOuBaelbcsi, Xakypei? [loueMy Thl
neiTancs 3abpaTs PumMu oTcioma? Ecnu TH IeMiCTBUTEIBHO X04elllh 00BECTH ee BOKPYT Iajblia, BCe,
4yTO Tebe HyKHO, 9TO HECKOJIbKO MECSIIEB, IIOTOMY YTO THl MOXKeIlb 3aBOeBaTh Cepflle JII000u
JXKeHIIUHEL [IoyeMy THl TaK TOPOIUIILCS, YTO PELIUTI IIONLITAThCSA IIOCTABUTh €€ IOf CBOM KOHTPOJIb
TAKMM HACUJILCTBEHHBIM 06pa3oM?» «IIom MOM KOHTPOIB?» «ITO eIUHCTBEHHOE 00BbSICHEHHE,
KOTOpPOe s1 MOTY IpUAyMaTh. [laxe s MOTY CKa3aTh, HACKOJIbKO HeBUHHA PuMu. Ecnu OBl TH HACHUITBHO
cesan Koro-To Bpofie Hee CBOel, OHa Oblyia OBl IO TBOMM KOHTPOJIEM 13-3a CTpaXa U CTHIAA.
Bo3M0XKHO, OHa flaXkKe HayHeT UCIBITHBATh K TeOe U3BpallleHHYI0 IPUBS3aHHOCTh. DTO He I0X0XKe Ha
TeOs1. Trl ObI HUKOTIa He Npu0er K TaKoil HaCUJIbCTBEHHOU U BapBapCKou Mepe». «CrHenal ee MOeH,
TOBOpUIIL? XaKypel CaMOYHUUUKUTEIILHO YCMEXHYJICA. — Thl IOHUMAaeIb, 4To 1 eBHyX, lyceu?
Kak uMmeHHO 51 MOry chenaTh ee cBoeu?» «Ho Tak v 9T0 Ha caMoM ferne? { ele He YOOCTOBEPHUIICS B
atom» orpuizHyscs llyceit. Ha nuiuie Xakypes nosiBunack cinabas rpyctHas yneibka. « oy momoit,
Xakypeii. Ceruac xKe».
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