I'maBa 5. YacTts 2: MMmepaTop, KOTOPHIM He 3HAET XOPOILey elbl
II

Pumu cupgena Ha cBoell KpoBaTH, OpoxkKa M CO ClIe3aMHU Ha rja3ax. 3aMeTus 970, lllycel, Bce ele
JIeKaBIUINY Ha TI0JTy, HEXKHO TI0JI0KHUJI PYKY el Ha KOJIeHO, Mo/T4a aBasl el 3HaK 0CTaBaThCS TaKOH,
KakKasl OHa eCThb. Bce elne mepxka pyKy Ha KojieHe PUMHM, OH CIIOKOMHO ImonmpuBeTcTBOBAN [loxu.

«3aueM BHI 37IeCh, Ballle BenuuyecTBO? Brl He B cebe, ma? ['me Bally rBapAeriibl ¥ TOMOIIHUKHU? e
[IKoTeH1y?»

[IToxu, Kasanock, He 3aMedasn TaMy, Jaxe He B3TJISHYB Ha 100Ky Pumu.

«Mowu mocnenoBaTeNy CIUIIKOM Haloe[IuBLL. ¢ 3aCTaBUI UX KOATh Y BOPOT. [IKOTEHITy TOXKe XKHAEeT
CHapyX#. 51 mpuIIen B HafieXkIe CTaTh CBUETEIEM Yya, KOTOPOEe MIPEBPATHUT 3Ty KOPY ¥ APEBECHEIE
OTXOMBI B ITHIITY».

HecMmoTps Ha TO, Kak OH HaCcTauBajl Ha TOM, YTOOb PuMu oTpyOunu ronosy, Ha nute [loxu He OBIIO
HU HaMeKa Ha BUHY WX CTHIA. [I0JI2KHO OBITH, OH JyMaJ, YTO C CaMOTr0 HayaJla He cleJial HU4ero
m10x0ro. OTHOCUTBCS K KU3HSM JII0fIeH TakK, Kak Oy[ITO OHM HUYTO, — 3TO IPOsiBJIeHne Oeccepaeynsi,
nogymasna Pumu.

«OpHako, KaxeTcs, 1 CMOT CTaTh CBULETeNIeM KOe-4ero rnojyyiie», — yxMbUIbHyJICc [Iloxu, mopgxons
K CcTOosBIIeMY Ha KoyeHsax [llyceto. OH mocmoTpen Ha Pumu co cie3aMu Ha Ijla3ax, OGHOU PYyKOu
CKaJl ee 4eJII0CTh U [TOBEPHYII ee JUI0 K cebe. «OT0 XKeHIMHA, KoTopas cola3Huia Y4eHoro He
3Hamero mooBu? Koxa y Hee IeliCTBUTENbHO KpacuBas. OHa IeMiCTBUTEIHHO TaKas YK BKycHasa?»

[Mloxu mpubnu3uncs K Pumu, ero ry0sl mpubIU3uINCh K ee IIekKe.

[Tomorute! On meHs yoreT! Pumu Gonbine 6ecriokousna Tama, KoTopas Bce ellle mpsATajach Mo
100K0i1, ueM To HemopmoOarotiee, uTto fgemnana [lloxu. OHa Oblyla Tapanu3oBaHa cTpaxoM. OmHaKo,
npexpe yeM ry0wl [loxu kocHynmuch Pumu, Illyceit cxBaTui ero 3a pyky.

«Bariie Benu4ecTBo, g AyMdlO, Ballla IIYTKa 3allljla CIIMIIKOM OAJIEKO».

"Tlouemy? JTa XKeHI[MHa OblJla MocjiaHa U3 Bakoky, 4TOOH IPUCOEAUHUTLCS K MOEMY 3aJHEMY
nBopuy. OHa NPUHAMAJIEKUT MHE>.

«IToxanyicTa, He UCIIOIb3YUTE ee MIPOCTO I TOro, YTOOHI ITOCMesAThCS Hago MHOM, Barie
BenuuectBo». Illyceit 6pocun Ha [lloxu cypoBei# B3rsan, U [Iloxu OTBETHUII JIETKON YCMEIIKOH,
mpexme YeM OTIYCTUTh PYKY Pumu.

«[ToxoxKe, Thl CEpPbE3HO K Hel oTHoculbes, [lycei».

«MHe HyKHO OBITh CEPBE3HBEIM IIPSIMO CerYac I0 LeJIoMy ALY IpuYuH. f NpoBoxXy Bac Ha OankoH. f
y2Ke CMOT TIOOTBEPAUTH, YTO Kopa BakokyaHa chemobHa. MrI moKaxkeM Bamemy BemuyecTBy».

«Kaxk OBICTPO. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3Ta KEHIMHA JeMCTBUTENIbHO KOJIAYHbS ?»

«3JTO IPOCTO BaKOKyaHCKas KynuHapHas TexHuka. OHa 06bsacHUT. PuMu, ceriuac 51 otBeny Ero
BenuyecTBo Ha 6anKoH. THl BepHEMIbCS Ha KYXHIO U IPUTOTOBUIIE TO, UTO OBIIIO PaHbIIle, a IIOTOM MEI
no3BojuM Ero BenmudyecTBy nompoOoBaTh. Th cripaBulbcsa? Tebe ¢ 4eM-HUOYIb HY2KHO IIOMOYb?»

OH, gomKHO OBITh, UMenl B BUAy TaMmy. OH roBopui, 4To BhiBefeT [lloxu U3 KOMHATH Ha HEKOTOPOe



BpeMs, I0Ka PuMu cMoxkeT cpsTath TaMmy. 3aTeM OHa fiejiajia 3arnac yMudy, 4ToObl IOOapUTh €T0
MToxu.

« [I-ma, s mory!» Pumu kuBHYy1a, nocne dero lllyceit Hayan yBopuTh [lloxu 13 KOMHATHL.

«CnaBa 6ory...» U3MmyuyenHass Pumu nernia Ha KpoBaTh, @ TaMa BhIJIe371a U3-TI0 €€ I00KK U HBIPHYTIA
o omestyio. OYeBUAHO, OTHASBIIKCE, 4To [lloxu He HaWgeT ee, TaMa, MOX0XKe, HalllIa yOeXKHUIIe B
omuHOYeCTBe. «THl OUeHb YMHA, Tama. Ho moyeMy Takast yMHHIIQ, KaK Thl, TaK IPOTUBUTCS TOMY,
yT0o0HI Ero BennuecTBo moiiMaria ee?»

'my0oKo B3mOXHYB C 0o0yieruenreM, PuMu BCcTala U chesajia HeCKOJIbKO TTTyO0KUX BIOXOB, ITBITASICh
YCIOKOUTHCS. ITO OB UeabHbIN IaHC. Eif mpuaeTcs momapuTh [loxu nydimui 3amac yMudy,
KOTOPHIM OHa MOTJIa CHieflaTh, ¥ JIUIIUTh €TI0 fapa pe4y, He OCTaBUB eMy UHOTO0 BEIOOpa, KpoMe Kak
M3BHHUTHCS 3@ TO, UTO OH IIpHKa3aj OTPyOUTh el TonoBy. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, Illycelt yke omoOpui aTOT
BaKOKYaHCKHU BKYC.

Pumu BCOBIXHYTA ¥ TTOIIIA HA KYXHIO. B TOT Beyep OHA yKe BOCIIOIh30BaJIaCh MJIUTOM, TAK YTO OHA
emre Tiaena. OHa pa30xXKTria IaaMs U 3anuiia yMudy Bogod. 3aTeM OHa ITOCTaBHIa KaCTPIOJIIO Ha
IIJTUTY ¥ CHOBA CHSIJIa ee He3aoJIro [0 TOT0, KaK OHa 3akumnesna. OHa Haauiaa Mpo3payHbli
30JIOTUCTHIM Oy/TbOH B GeTyi0 MUCKY U ITOCTaBUIa Ha MOgHOC. HaKoHel 0Ha TUXOHBKO BBRIHECIIA
IIOOHOC Ha OaIKoH.

BankoH Ovln ocTpoeH Hafd uucTeiM HedpuTtoeiM MicTouHuKOM. JIyHa CUsiia SPKO, ¥ JIYHHBIH CBET,
Ka3aJI0Ch, IPOHUKAJI B BOY OOHOM y3KOH IIOJIOCOM CBeTa. JIerkuil BeTepOK KacaJjCs IOBEPXHOCTHU U
co3maBajl HeOOJIbIIINe BOJHE, Ha KOTOPHIX TaHIleBajla 3aJuTas TYHHBIM CBETOM NOpOXKKa. Pumu
nocTaBuia ¢apdoposyio gairy mepep Illoxu, CUEEeBIINM 3a CTOJIMKOM Ha OasikoHe.

«fl coenana 9T0, UCNIONIB3Y4 AaHb U3 Bakoky. [Toxanyiicta, oTBefaiiTe, Bame BenuuecTtso.

[IToxu HeOpPEeKHO B3SI7T MUCKY U cHean r71oToK. OH HaXMypPHJICS U Cellal ellle OOUH I'JI0TOK, a 3aTeM
ellie ¥ emle. BHe3amHo...

«3JTO0 He YTO MHOe, KaK ropsiuasg Bofa!» OH MIBEIPHYJI MUCKY Ha 110/ 6alkOHa ¥ BCTaJl, ITHYB CTYII
mo3aau ce0si. «THl IBITAEIIbCS COeaTh U3 MeHs mocMernuine?! 4 npukas3an Tebe UCIOIH30BATh IaHb
BaKOKYaHIIEB, YTOOBI IPUTOTOBUTh YTO-HUOYOb BKYCHOE, @ Thl MOXKEIIL IIPEIOKUTEL TOIBKO FOPSUYI0
BOLYy?!»

«Batire Benn4ecTBo, 9TO He Topsiyas Bofa. ITO CUJIbHBEIA apOMaT, — IIOCIEIIHO MMOMBITaJICs
BMelaThcs Ilycan, HO THeB Illoxu He yTuxai.

«Trl HA3BIBaelb 3T0 apoMaToM?! [ToueMy THI BCTaelllb Ha CTOPOHY 3TOM XKeHIuHE, lycen?!»

[Touemy...? Ulyceii MOHSI, YTO 3TO OBLI YyIEeCHBIM apoMaT, Tak noueMy xke [lloxu cka3aj, 4To 9TO
IIPOCTO Topsvas Boga?

«3JTO0 He 4TO MHOe, KaK O0e3BKyCHas ropsidas Boga!»
Pumu BHe3anHo oco3Hana. [eno OBII0 BO BKYyCe.
«3JTO IOTOMY, YTO BBl K 3TOMY He IPUBHIK/IN!» PUMU MHCTUHKTUBHO IIOBLICUIIA ['OJIOC.

"UT0 TH CKa3ana?"



«Bare BenruecTBo He MIPUBHIKIIK K TAKOMY BKyCy. KOHKOKyaHCKas efla TOTOBUTCS 3TOU TAXKEIION
BOJHI U UMeeT OYeHb CHIbHEIN BKyC! [I719 Bac 3TO Ha BKyC KakK ropsgdas Bofa, IIOTOMY YTO BEL He
IIPUBEIKJIY K BaKOKYaHCKOU efe!»

[ITyce#t 6vi1 KynuHapoM. I10CKONIBKY OH paboTan, Ucciieqys MUllly, y Hero 6bIJI0 TOHKOE YYBCTBO
BKYyCa, ¥ OH BHUMaTeJIbHO OTHOCUJICS K BKYCYy cBoeil efibl. OH 0BT 0COOeHHEIM. BONIBIIMHCTBO JTofe
13 KOHKOKY HaCTOIBKO NIPUBBIKIIA K CUJIBHOMY BKyCYy efbl KOHKOKY, 4TO, KOTa UM [aBalu
HeTIpUIIPaBIeHHBIN OyIb0H yMUQY, OH Ka3aJiCs UM HUYEeM MHBIM, KakK ropsiueii Bogoi. [10IKHO OBITS,
TakK OHO U OBIIIO celyac.

«WTak, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BaKOKY Iiprcian oTOPOCk, KOTOPHEIY YeloBeK U3 KOHKOKY Jaxe He MOXKET
mompoOoBaTh B KauecTBe maHu!» IIIoxu momoKuI pyKy Ha Med, CBECABLIXH C ero Oempa.

B KaKOM-TO CMEICTIE OH OEeMCTBUTENTHHO MOXKET OBITh mpaB?! O HET, OH JeNCTBUTENIFHO COOMpaeTCs
yOuTh MeHs!

Pumu pe3ko Hampariace.

«Pumu!» llycait 3aKpryan HalpsSKEHHBIM I'OJIOCOM. YCIIBIIIIAB €ro rojioc, PUMU BOPYT BCIIOMHUIIA,
YTO OH CKa3a/l MUHYTY Ha3afl, uTo OblJI0 BKYCHO. Ecniu ObITM J1I0[M, KOTOPEIM HpaBUJIach ee efia, To,
BO3MOXKHO, Y HEE IEeMCTBUTEILHO OBIZI0O MECTO, KOTOPOMY OHAa IIpHHAaMexasa. Brjio ele CIuImKoM
paHo caaBaThCH.

Y mens eme ects manc! Ilyce#t Bcenun B Hee Hagexnay. OHa roBOpujia Tak, CIOBHO OJIOKHpOBaa
mey [loxu.

«HeTt, Bame BenuuyectBo! Y MeH$ eCTh elnle 1iecTh AHel! d qokaxy, 4To U3 faHU BakoKya MOXKHO
IIPUTOTOBUTH BKYCHYIO ey!» Pumu nocmotpena npaMo Ha [lloxu.

Ona He OblJIa yBepEHa, YTO CMOXKET IPUTOTOBUTH UTO-TO, YTO YHOBIETBOPUT ero. Ho Kak MUHUMYyM
crousio nonpoboBaThk. M 9T0 GBI BONIPOC efibl, He MeHbllle, HU OO0JIblIle: eCJIM OHA MIPOCTO CAanach U
TI03BOJTHIIAa OBl OTPYOUTH €if T0JI0BY, faKe He IOIBITABIINCE JAaTh OTIOP, TO [ Yero OBIIH ee IeCSTh
JIeT B KauecTBe YMacHu-HO-Musi? Ecnu ee cectpa-Caiiry y3HaeTt, 4yTo Pumu 6e3 6051 mana oTpyOuTh e
TOJIOBY, OHA 00513aTeNbHO IPUOET B IPOCTh. Tak 4TO el MpumeTcs IompoboBaTh.

[Iloxu MPOTUBOCTOS PELIUTENHHON PuMu.

"THI CMOKeIIb COesiaTh 3T0? TH HeHCTBUTEILHO MOXKEIL 3TO HoKa3aTh? 2KeHIrHa... KaK Te0d TaM
3Banu?» crmpocuin Illoxu, Kak OyATO BIEpPBbIE 0CO3HAJI, YTO YEJIOBEK Iepell HUM — HaCTOSIINAN
YeJioBeK.

"a, s mory. Mens 30ByT Ceny Pumu, Baiie BenuguecTtBo».

[IToxu ycMexHYICs, camsich 06paTHOo. OH onepcs mogbopogKoM Ha PYKY ¥ 00paTuil B3rjIsin Ha
UCKPSIIUUCS, 3aJTUTHIN JTYHHBIM CBETOM MCTOYHUK.

«MeHS$ 3aBepuIY, YTO S ChEM YTO-TO BKYCHOE, HO, [T0OX0XKe, Thl HaMepeHa [10flaBaTh MHE TOJIbKO
HETIPUSATHYIO Ha BKYC efy».

« B TakOM ciy4ae g Npenjioxy eny, KOTOPYIo CllelaibHO IIPUTroTOBUIIY i Balrero BenuuecTsa. 4
IIPUTOTOBUJI €€ YKe IIPSIMO 3[eCh, BO ABopIie. [ToxanyiicTa, TOf0XKANTEe MUHYTKYy»— cKa3an Llyce.

[ITyce#t BrIIeN ¢ 6anKOHA, BUAUMO, yBepeHHEIH, yTo [Iloxu ycrmokouscs.



MaCTep H_IYCGIZ' Pumu YYTh HE PAcCIlJiaKaJlaCh OT TOT'O, KaK CHUJIbBHO OHa HE X0Te€Jla OCTaBAaThCA
HaenuHe c Illoxu. He BBITEPKAB TUXO0T'O HaOII0IeHu s IIPpEeKpPaCHOro UMIiepaTopa, OHa IIOIIbITaIaCh
KaK-TO HaPYUINTL MOJI9YaHHUE.

«39M... Bae BenmuuecTBo, eCTh 1 Kakas-To 0co0eHHas efla, KOTOPYIO Bhl TIOOMTE?» YYUTHIBAS, KaK
OH TpeOoBaJ Yero-To, YTO COOTBETCTBOBAJIO ObI €T0 BKyCaM, Y HEro, OOJIKHO OBITh, OBIJIM KaKUe-TO
coOCTBeHHEbIe NTpefnouTeHus. OgHaKo...

«HeT efpl, KOTOpasi MHe HPaBUTCS», — CKa3aJll OH, HaHOCH pellawimuy yaap Pumu. Oxa
IIOYYBCTBOBaJIa, YTO €€ HafleXKaa PYIIUTCS.

«A cimagocTu?»

«Hu Korma mesnno JOXOOMT J0 edbl MM HY KOTrAa [0 CJIagoCTeH, S HUKOrOa He eJl 4YTO-TO OCOGGHHOG,
4YTO MHE HPABUTCA, U 4 HEe AyMaJl O HUX KaK O BKYCHEIX>.

«YTo...? [Ipyrumu cioBamy, y Baiero BenuuyecTtBa BeIMKOJIeIIHOe OTCYTCTBHUE BKyca?» OHa
TIOTIBITaIach CIIPOCUTH YTO-HUOYIb HEBEXK/IMBOE HAaCTOJILKO BEKJIMBO, HACKOJIBKO cMoryia. OHa
3aHepBHUYAJIa, UCIYTaBIIKCh, YTO CKa3asa 4To-To He TaK. OgHAKO el HyKHO OBUIO 3HAThH OTBET. B
KOHIIe KOHII0B, [IToxu npuKasarn e mofaTh eMy 4TO-HUOYAb BKYCHOE, HO €CJIU ¥ HEero HeT 4yBCTBa
BKyCa, HeBaXKHO, KaKylo eIy eMy ItofacT PuMu, OH HUKOTa He COYTET ee BKyCHOU. [IpyruMu
cnoBaMy, ero TpebGoBaHue ObII0 ObI HEBO3MOXKHBIM C CAMOT'0 Havara.

«BenMKOJIenTHOe OTCYTCTBHE BKyca»? B rila3ax 110Xy BCIBIXHYIT 3710BEIIUM OTOHEK, HO, BO3MOXKHO,
YBU[IEB CEPhE3HOE BhIpaXKeHUe NThija PUMY, OH peIIusl OTBETUTh. «Y MEHS eCTh YyBCTBO BKyca.
IIPOCTO HUKOTIA He CYUTAJI, UTO efja NOoJIzKHa OBITh BKYCHOM. ITO BCE»

«O HeT... ITO Tak rpyCcTHO...» PUMU He MOTra caepkKaThCs.
"I'pyctro?" [lloxu BRITTISIAEN TaK, CIOBHO CTONKHYJICS C HEMIOHATHBIM CYILIECTBOM.

«Ecmu BB He MOXKeTe HacllaXkaaThCs €[I0H, BB TepsieTe MOJIOBUHY TOTO, UTO fejaeT KU3Hb
IIPEKPaCHOU».

"f mormmaro. [15151 Tebg efa CoCTaBIseT IOJIOBUHY XKU3HU. CMemHO» yecMmexHyncs oxu, Ho Pumu
TIPOCTO 9HEPTrUYHO KuBHYJA. Eif OBIJI0 BCe paBHO, CKOIBKO HaJl Hel U3[eBaluch — AJig Pumu 310
OBLIIO TTPABIOM.

"a. JIromu MOMKHBI €CTh, YTOOBI BEIKKBAaTL». HEBO3MOXKHOCTh HAaCTagUTLCS YeM-TU00 U3 TOTO, YTO
THI €J1, I0Ka3ajlach PuMu 4ype3BrIYallHO TPYCTHOM.

«He To uTOOH THI OBITIa YBE€P€HA, 9YTO BBEI2ZKUBEID, KOI'ld 3T CEMb OHeH HCTEKYT».

«[la... 9To mpaBpa...» ycinbiuas, Kak I[loxu cKa3as 4To-TO CTOJb KECTOKOe U HeOpexHoe, PuMu
BHE3aITHO TI0YYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO y HEe UCTOUIAIOTCS CUJIbL. ITOT UMIIepaTop ObLT TEM, KTO MOT
(baMUTIBIPHO Pa3rOBApUBATh C KEM-TO B OIHY CEKYH[Y, a B CIIEIYIOIIYI0 IPUT'PO3UTH OTPYOUTH eMy
T'0JIOBY, He MOPTHYB T71a30M. Majio KTo o0/Iafai TaKUM XJIagHOKpPoBUeM. bombiie Bcero Pumu
0eCIOKOUIIO TO, KaK OH T'OBOPHUJI, KaK OYATO B TOM, YTO OH TOBOPWJI, HE OBIIIO HUYETO IIJIOXOTO.

KakuMm ke OBITIO IETCTBO 9TOT0 MMIIEpaTopa? He MOTJia He 3aJaThCs BOIIPOCOM Pumu.

OH MOT TOBOPHUThL CaMble JKeCTOKHE BEIM C COBEPIIEHHO HEBUHHBIM BhIpaXkKeHHEeM Jrlla. Pumu Ob110
TPYOHO TOHSATE, KaK paboTaeT ero pa3yM.



«Kakoii 6r1ma Matyurka Bamrero Benuuecta?» crmpocusna Pumu, mo6ynus Illoxu HampaBUTh CBOM
B3TJISIM Ha TIOBEPXHOCTH TeMHoro Hedpurtosoro McrouHuKa.

«OHa Oblna riynoi, 6e3HaieXHOM KEeHITUHON. I CYaCcTIUB, YTO OHA VIIIa».

Yro? Pumu nmuimiaachk gapa peuu mnocie 3asBienust [I1oxu, COBEPIIEHHO JTHUIIEHHOTO BCAKOM T00BY K
CBOEMY POOUTEIIO.

B atoT MmomeHT Illyce#t BepHy/CS Ha 6alKOH C TOJHOCOM, Ha KOTOPOM CTOs/Ia MaJlleHbKast
dbapdopoBas 6GaHOYKA ¥ YalllKa das.

«IIpoctuTe, 4TO 3aCTaBUJI BaC XKAaTh, Bamie BenudyecTBo» CKa3asl OH, CTaBs IOGHOC Ha CTON U
BBUIMBAS COLOepXKUMOe KyBIIVMHA B YallKy. ['ycTas 4epHO-CUHSS KUOKOCTH BHIIIa U3 TOPJIBIIIKA
KYBIIVHA ¥ HAIIOJIHUJIa YallKy 10 Kpaes. lllyceu ¢ ropmocteio Bpyuun yawky Iloxu. «[Toxanyucra,
HaclaxKpoanuTech, Barie BenuuecTBo».

«A 9T0 9T0?» cupocun Illoxu ¢ nogaBasgOILIKUM II0L03PEHKUEM, HO BCe XKe B35 YalllKy U Ha YOUBJIeHUE
IIOCJIYIIIHO ITOAHEC ee KO pTy. ['0TOBACH cuenaTs II0TOK, llycelr yBepeHHO OTBETUI: «ITO HANIUTOK,
npegHa3HaYeHHBIN IS CTUMYJISIMY BallleT0 YMCTBEHHOTO Pa3BUTUS. JTO COJIeHBIEe PHIObY I'a3a».

«3T10 Bo3MyTHUTeNbHO! He roBops yKe 0 TOMHOTBOPHOCTH!» Co BCel Cuoi, Ha KOTOPYIO OH OBIIT
criocobeH, [Iloxu cOpocu yamky ¢ 6ankoHa. 3aTeM MOJIOfIOM, pa3rHeBaHHbIM UMIIEPATOP
HeMe[JIeHHO TIOKUHYJI JBOPELL.
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