Ecnu B3rIsiHYTh C He6a, TO YeTHIPe 0CTPOBa MEP(ONKOB, OKyTaHHBEIE (HOTIETOBEIM CBETOM, THE
TIOCTOSTHHO BCITHIXMBAIOT YOMICTBA U KONeGaHusT JyXOBHOM 3HEPTMH, BEICTPOEHH! B popMe
TIOJIyMecsIa.

CaMbIM BEPXHUM U3 3TUX YETHIPEX OCTPOBOB, 00PA3yIOMIUX IIOTyMECSI], IBJISIeTCS OCTPOB be3mHbl
Mubs, gBa cpepaux — ocTpoB [Ipengena MHHE 1 IMepHs, a caMblii HUKHUM — OCTPOB 3aBECHI.

OMepus — TIaBHBIM 0CTPOB MeP()OIKOB, OCTaIbHEIE TPU — BTOPOCTEIIEHHEIE.

Croit LIyH U3HAYAILHO HEe TaK MHOTO 3Ha/l 0 MepdonikaX, HO HeppuToBas TabIUYKa, KOTOPYIO Jajl
eMy XyaH fIHb mepeq Moe3aKoH, copepKasa mogpo6Hoe ONKMCaHue TOH PACHL.

B Helt He TONBKO OBUIM OTMEYEHE! BCE IIeHHBIE MeCTa, HO U YIIOMUHAJIaCh UCTOPHS U KYJIbTypa
Mep(}OIKOB.

B xkynpType MephonKoB yMepInne COMIeMeHHUKY Yepe3 xpaM MUs momnagaiT B CTPaHHBIM MUD IOT,
Ha3BaHueM O6yauHoe [Tone, KOTOPHIM OHU €Il€ Ha3hkIBAIOT IapCTBOM bora, rae MmoxopoHeH
VM3HaydalbHbIM bor 13 ux MuQOI0TUH.

9toro bora 30ByT Mus.

Orcioma u Ha3BaHKe O0CTPoBa be3gHkel Mus, I03TOMY [IOCIEXH, KOTOPHIM MTOKJIOHSIIOTCS B ByJIKAHE Ha
OCTPOBE, HA3BIBAIOTCS [OCIexaMu Mus.

Ho xoTst Mus u cBAT B uX MUGOJIOTHY, OH BCE XKe Iajl, a Bepe Mep(dOIKOB HYKeH GBI HOCUTENb, U
la’ke HEKOTOPHIM U3 UX CUIbHEUINX BOMHOB HYKEH OBLI 3TOT HOCUTENIb, YTOOH! HCIIONIb30BaTh CBOK
0oxKeCTBeHHEIE HCKYCCTBA.

[ToaToMy OHU CTanu MOKJIOHATHCS OPYTOMY CYILIeCTBY, OKyTaHHOMY TaHOM, ¥ Ha3Basu ero MHHa.

Orciona U Ha3BaHKe oCcTpoBa IIpemena UHHEL

A B HeppuTOBOM TabIMYKe, KOTOPYIO Hajl XyaH fHb, TaKKe YKa3hIBaJIOCh, YTO 3TOT TaK HA3hIBAEMBIN
Bor VMiHHa Ha camMOM feJie... BCEro JIUIIb CYIIeCTBO ¢ 60KeCTBEHHOCThIO U3 TTyOMH 3alpeTHOT0 MOpS.

OH cuJjiéH, HO [ajIeKO He HaCTOJILKO, YTOOBL ero Ha3kBaTh Borom.

YT0 KacaeTcs 0OCTPOBa 3aBECH, TO OH CUMBOJIU3UPYET HacCJlenue.

Mepdonku oueHsb IeHIT Haclenue 1 morpedaibHble MTPUHAMJIEKHOCTH yMepIux. OHU CUUTAIOT, YTO
yeM OoJibire morpedanbHBIX MPHUHAMNIEKHOCTEH, TeM OO0JIbIlle 9TO CBUETEILCTBYET O BEJTUYUH ITPU



XKHW3HHU, IIO3TOMY OOJIBIIIMHCTBO yMePIIHNX COIIJIEMEHHHUKOB XOPOHAT Ha OCTPOBE 3aBeCH BMECTE CO
BCEMHU HX ITIO2KUTKAMH.

Ho onu He IIPOTHUB TOTO, YTOOBI TOTOMKH PpacCKallbIBalli MOTUJIBI, IIOTOMY 4YTO B UX KYJIBTyp€, €CIIA
HOFpGGaHBHbIe TMIPUHAOTIE2KHOCTH BBEIKOIIAHEI COIIJIEMEHHUKOM, KOTOPOMY OHHU IMMPEJHA3HAYEHEBL
Cynb60ﬁ, " UCIIOJIB3YKOTCA B 6010, 3TO 3HAMEHYEeT UX BTOPO€ POXKIOEHME B IPYI'OM CMEICIIE.

W HakoHell, IMepus.

Kak rnaBHBIM 0CTPOB Mep(OIKOB, OH Ha3BaH B YeCTh (paMUJIAY IIePBOT0 BOXK[IS 3TOTO KJIaHa, a 3Ta
bamunns TakKe sBNgeTCS (paMunue KOpoaeBCKOU CeMbi MeP(}OIKOB.

BoT Takue 4eThIpe 0CTpPOBa y Mep(}ONIKOB, ¥ B HUAX 3aKJ/Il0UeHa OCHOBA X KYJIbTYPHI.

B ronose Croit IlvHa BCILJIBIIIO 9TO cofepkKaHue U3 HePUTOBOM TaOIMYKY, ¥ OH TakKiKe BCIIOMHUT
CJI0Ba TOJICTSIKA O TOM, 4TO, 110 CJIyXaM, B CBAIIEHHOM IperMeTe MepdoikoB, Jlamne [Jrixanus [lyxa,
XPaHUTCA KJII0Y K pasrajke MeCTOHaXO0XKIEeHUS XpaMa.

CornacHo nmerenie MephOoJIKOB, TOCIIe CMEPTH 1epBoro bora Mus BMecTe C HUM UcYe3 U XpaM Musa.

XopaT cnyxu, 4To B Jlamne [IpixaHus [lyxa XpaHUTCS KJII0Y K IIOMCKY XpaMa Mu3, HO 3a CTOJIBKO JIET
HUKTO HUYEro He 00HapyXKuJl.

Crott Llun He oOpaTui Ha 9TO BHUMAaHUsS, €0 MHTePeCcoBasia TOJIbKO eHHOCTh Jlammel [Irixanus [yxa,
II03TOMY, KOT'7la 3Ta UHPOpMaIus MpoMeJIbKHYJa ¥ HETO B TOJIOBE, OH, He OCTaHABIMBAsICh HU Ha
MT'HOBEHHeE, TIOMYaJICs BIIEPEN 110 TYCTOMY JIECY.

OH pgBUTAJICS 04eHb OBICTPO, ¥ BcKope Cioi LIMH yCBIIaa IPOX0T ¥ IIOYYBCTBOBAJ KOjTebaHus
OYXOBHOU 9HEPTUU.

9T0 OBIIIK 3BYKHU CPAXKEHUSA YIE€HHUKOB Cemn KpOBaBLIX I'nasz, HpI/IﬁblBH.II/IX Ha OCTpOB, C Mep(l)OHKaMI/I.

Crot LIuH cierka npuIurypuscs, 6bICTPO 0CMOTPEeN OKPECTHOCTH, IO IIPUBLIYKE MIPUTHYIICS U, He
c6aByIsAsi CKOPOCTH, 1obexKas 110 KPOHaM JiepeBbeB, CKPHIBAsICh B TEHHU T'yCTOTO Jleca.

['ycTo# nec GBI €My XOPOIIO 3HAKOM.

Cettuac, myach Brepéq, Cioi 1luH OKOHYATETbHO YOEOUIICS B CBOUX MTPE/IOIOKEHUSIX U aHATTU3e
OTHOCHTEJIBHO TPEThEero MpPHHIlA ¥ CeKThI, KOTOPEIe OH CHEeJall B TOT NeHb, ¥ MOHSII, YTO HUKTO He
IPUIET II0 ero AyIly u3-3a youToro mepdornka.



9TO YCIIOKOWJIO €T0, OH IIPHITHYJI Ha KPOHY [lepeBa, COOUPasiCh OTTOIKHYTHCS U ITPOIOJIKUTE
IOBUKEHHE, HO BOPYT ero ria3a Cy3UIUCh.

B ero cepplie BHE3AITHO BO3HUKIIO YyBCTBO omacHOCTH. Cioi [IuH MTHOBEHHO OTHPSHYJI, ¥ B TOT
MOMEHT, KOT[a OH OTCTYIIHJI, U3 KPOHHI IepeBa, Ha KOTOPOM OH TOJIbKO YTO CTOSIJI, BEIPBajach
KpacHas BeTKa.

OSTa BeTKa, II0X0xKas Ha IIyIablle, IPOHecIach MUMO HETO.

B To ke BpeMs, KOTa [OsIBUJIaCh BeTKa, IEPEBO Ha Ijla3aX Hayaslo yBsigaTh, BMECTE C HUM YBSIIU U
[ecsTKU OoJ00HBIX IePeBLEB BOKPYT.

B MOMeHT ux yBsijaHus U3 BcexX CTOPOH Ha Ciol LIHa yCTpeMunuch KpacHble BETBH.

Crot LluH coxpaHs CIIOKOMCTBUE, ero Teno rudko uarubanock. OH He CTall cpa3y aTaKoBaTh, a,
VKJIOHUBIIKUCH OT BETOK, IIOATIPEITHYJ ¥ TIOCMOTPEN BAAJb, TyAa, OTKYOa OHU ITOSIBUIHCE.

TaMm 3eMIIst ITpOBaIMBaach, ¥ U3-M0J] 3eMJIM MEIJIEHHO MOJHUMAJIOCh TOJIICTOe KPOBABO-KPaCHOe
IIepeBo.

[To Mepe TOTO Kak OHO IIOHUMAJIOCh, KPACHHEIM CBET CTAHOBUIICS BCE sipye, HO OH He Melnan Coi
Lluuy BUHETH, 4YTO B CTBOJIE AepeBa OblI0 MorpebeHo MHOXKECTBO OCTAaHKOB.

TaM OBITTM OCTAHKH JIIOOEH U HHOPOIIIEB.

Bce oHU ObIIM CHHE-YEPHOTO IIBETA.

Kaszanoch, 4To UX IIJIOTh U KPOBB, IOrpe0EHHbIE 3[eCh, CTAIX MUTAaTEeIbHON Cpeoy s IepeBa, a
TaK¥Ke MeCTOM XpaHeHUSI HHOPOTHOM SHEPTHUH.

[ToToMy uTO, KOTHa AepeBo momHsaoch, Coi LIuH yBuOes, 4To Ha HEM BUCHUT Oojiee mecsiTKa
OTPOMHBIX IIJIOMIOB.

Bce sTu mmombt POC/in Ha BETBAX U ObLIH TIOJIYIIPO3PAYHBIMHU, TdK YTO MOXKHO OBITO YBUOETH, YTO B
KaXXJJOM B3 HUX HaXOOUTCSA Ky'J'IBTI/IBaTOp-Mep(bOHK.

9T MepdOIKK C 3aKPHITEIMU TJIa3aMU, U3 UX TeJl BHIIEISIOCh O0/IbII0e KOJTMYECTBO UHOPOIHOMN
SHepruu, KoTopas IpoHMKaJa B IJIOMHI, a 3aTeM IIOTJIoIaNiack IePEBOM U IlepefiaBaiach
OecumCIIeHHBIM TPYIIaM B CTBOJIE.

OueBHIHO, 9TO OBIT 0COOKIH CIT0C00, KOTOPEIM MEPMOIKH OUHINaIK ce0s 0T HHOPOOHOM SHEePTHH.



Y Takux gepeBbeB Obl10 He 0gHO. Croit IIMH MOgHSII TOI0BY ¥ IIOCMOTPENT BOajlb, HACKOJIbKO XBAaTaJIo
r71a3, OH YBUOET II0 MEHbIeH Mepe CeMb UM BOCeMb TaKUX NEePEeBhEB, U MOKHO ObIJIO TPEOCTABUTS,
YTO B TYCTOM JIeCy, OKpyxatouieMm ocTpoB IIpenena UHHE, TaKUX IePEBbEB MOIKHO OLITH EI1e
poJbIe.

B aroTt MmomeHT, Korga Ciou LIluH mocMOTpe BOasib, ajlble BETBYA BOKPYT HEro, II0X0XKKUe Ha LIymasblia,
C CUJIBHOM XKax[0i# yOUNCTBa YCTPEMUIUCH K HEMY CO BCEX CTOPOH.

Ho kak TonpK0 oHU nmpubnu3unuch K Cioi [uny, 6muxkaiiias KpacHas BETKa Ha I'la3axX Havdala
yBSIIaTh, KPACHBIN IIBET CMEHUJICS YEPHBIME MISITHAMH, KOTOPEIE, CJIOBHO KUBBIE, MTHOBEHHO
PacIpoCTPaHUIUCh, Pa3jaras BCE Ha CBOEM IIYTH.

M3-3a 3TOr0 BeTKa BHE3AITHO CTHUJIA, HE NOJIETEB [0 HEero, ¥ U3 Heeé MOTeKJIa YEPHAS CIIU3b.

OTa cnu3b OBlIa OYEHD SIMOBUTOM, OHA pa3befalia BCE, K YeMy IIpHUKacalach, Jaxe 3eMJIs IIUIIesa OT
Hee.

Y crauna He TOJIBKO 9Ta BeTKa, Bce BeTBU, npubnususmuecs K Ciol L{luHy, MTHOBEHHO CTHUIIH, a
YEpHbIe MITHA Ha HUX He MCYe3JIY, a MOIO0JI3/IM 110 BeTKaM K UX UCTOUHUKY.

M3paneka OBIJIO BUOHO, KaK YEPHEIE ISITHA CTPEMHUTEILHO IIOKPHIBAIM NECITKH TAIOIIUX BETOK U CO
BCEX CTOPOH CXOMUJIACh K OTPOMHOMY KPOBaBO-KPACHOMY [IEPEBY.

Kazanocs, 4TO BOT-BOT fiepeBO OyeT MOTIOIIEeHO YePHOTOM, HO B 9TOT MOMEHT IIJIOOH Ha HEM CHUJIBHO
3ampoxkainy, MephOoNIKi BHYTPH HUX IIOYYBCTBOBAJIM OMACHOCTh M OTKPHUIK T'J1a3a, BEIPEIBASICh

HapyXy.

Ho He Bce Ky/IbTHBATOPE CMOTJIM TaK OBICTPO IPOCHYTHCS U BEIPBATLCS, B UTOTE, KOTOA YePHOTA
TIOTJIOTHJIA IePEeBO, TOJIbKO YeTBePO M3 HUX YCIIETH BEIOPATHCS.

A ocTasnbHEBIE... B TOT MOMEHT, KOTia OEePEeBO OKyTalla YePHOTa, IMJI0ObI, CIIOBHO B HUX KAITHYIIN
YEepHHUJI, MTHOBEHHO IIOYEPHEIN U CTHUJIN.

9Ta CclieHa BbI3Bajla CUJIbHYIO XKaXOy YOUNUCTBA Y YETHIPEX KYJIbTUBATOPOB-MEPGHOIIKOB, X
COBEPIIIEHCTBOBAHKE C 'POXOTOM BEICBOOOMIMIIOCH, ¥ 0KA3aJI0Ch, YTO BCE OHU OBIIM Ha CTaNHN
3aBepurenus Kounencarnuu Ly, u 6pocunuce Ha Crot [IuHa.

B ux rimazax Cro# LuH ToxKe OBIT Ha cTaguu 3aBepiieHus KongeHcanuu 1y, Kak ¥ OHM, HO JIIOOU
penko mpobyKOaloT pacoBble TANIAHTHL, TIO3TOMY B CPaKeHUSIX Ha OOHOM YPOBHE MHOPOMIIEI OOBIYHO
MMEIOT IIPEeUMYIIEeCTBO.

XOTS IOOBUTHIN IIyThb OBLI CUJIEH, OHM CUMTAIU, YTO UX CTpOeHue Tejla U BHYTPEHHAA CYIIHOCTDb
OTJIMYAKOTCA OT YEJIOBEYECKUX, ITO3TOMY OHH MOTYT UITHOPHUPOBATh MHOTHE YE€JIOBEYECKHE SAIOEI.



YeTBepo MepdhOIKOB CTPEMUTENBHO Mpubnuxkanuch K Cioit [{uHy ¢ 4eTHIPEX CTOPOH.

Ho B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla OHY OKa3aJuCh COBCEM OIM3KO, B I'Ia3ax IOHOIIN CBEPKHYII XOJIOOHEIN O/1eCK,
1 OH pe3Ko ycKopuiicsi. Ero CKOpoCThb ITpeB30Iilia BCe 0XKUAaHUSA KyIbTUBATOPOB. [Ipexe yeM Ha UX
JIUIIAX yCIen mosiBuThes ucnyr, Cior LIyl oka3asncs mepen OfHUM U3 HUX. B3MaxHyB KMHKAIOM, OH
OTCEK T0j10BY Mep(doKa, a 3aTEM BCeM TeJIOM BPe3aJiCsi B JPyroro.

Paspmarncs Tpeck.

Haxe obnamas BPOXKAEHHOU PU3NIECKOM CUI0M, MepP(OJIK He CMOT BEIEpKATh TAKOro Hamopa. He
yCIleB laxke BCKPUKHYTh, OH C XPYCTOM CJIOKHUJICS ITOII0JIaM, €r0 KOCTH Y IIJIOTh Pa3jeTeuch Ha
KYCKH.

B 6pri3rax KpoBu KuHKain Cioi LlHa BEIIETEN U3 PYKHU U METHYJICS B 7100 TPETheMY KYIbTUBATODY.

[TpoH3UB €ro HaCKBO3b, KMHXKAaJI 3aCTaBUJI IIOCIefHero Mepdonka mobiefHeTs OT yxKaca. He cmes
Oonbiie TpubIUKATLECS, OH OPOCUIICS HAyTEK.

Ho 65110 y2ke mo3mHo. [Ipo6ekaB BCET'0 HECKOILKO METPOB, MeP(OIIK 3aapoKall, 1 0 eTro Tely
PacIon3much YEpHLIE MaTHa. C X pacIpocTpaHEeHWeM Pa3HECCS ero OTYAsTHHBINA KpUK. Teso
CTPEMUTEIIFHO PAa3benajo, IoKa OHO MOTHOCThIO HE PACTBOPHUIIOCH. XOTS CTPOEHUE Tejta MeEP(OIIKOB
TI03BOJISITIO UM IIPOTUBOCTOSITH HEKOTOPHIM simaM, Cio [IuH crienuanbHO YCOBEPIIEHCTBOBA CBOH
SITOBUTHIN TIOPOIIOK, ¥ TeTePb OH NEeHCTBOBAJ C HEBEPOSITHOM CHIIOM.

Y6uB ueTBephix, Ciolt LIH CIIOKOMHO IPUHSJICS 00BICKMBATh UX Tejla. BHE3ammHo OH MOHSII TOJIOBY U
mocMoTpen Boanb. Ero B3rnsag octanoBuicd Ha yueHuKe Cemu KposaBreix ['na3. Croui LluH He 3Han
ero, Ho aypa I[Tucanus TpaHcopmamuu Mopsi, 61M3Kas K CTafAUK 3aBEPILIeHUS, TOBOPUIA O TOM, YTO
nepen HUM He UIITI03U.

B ToT xKe MoMeHT, Kak Cioil LIluH 3aMeTu ero, y4eHUK Pe3KO OCTaHOBUJICS.

Vix B3risiObl BCTPETUIIUCh. YUEHUK 3aTaus AblxaHue. Ero oXBaTHIIO 4yBCTBO, OYITO OH CTOJIKHYJICS B
3anpeTHOM MOpe C MOTYIIeCTBEHHBIM MOPCKUM 4yHOoBUIIEM. Teso oleneHesno, U JUIIh C OTPOMHBIM
YCHUJIMEM BOJIM OH CMOT ITIOLIEBEIUTLCSA. B ero riasax 3aropescsi HeBUaHHBIM IIpexk/e CTpax.

— V MeHs HeT 37IbIX HaMepeHu#, 6paT, 51 MIPOCTO IIPOXOOUI MUMO, — IIOCIIEITHO CKa3aJjl OH, OCTaBast
TOPCTh IUIIOJb ¥ IIPOTJIaThBas UX. 3aTeM OH IOJHSJ PYKH, IIOKa3kIBasi, YTO He coOupaeTcs
HalafaTh, ¥ CTaJl MeIJIeHHO OTCTYIaTh.

Croii LIuH X0IIOJHO TOCMOTpET Ha Hero, cobpas Tpodeu u, caesas IIar, Ucues.

JInmpb Korga oH yoenuncs, uto Cio LIuH yIIén, yueHUK, Ybs KynbTUBaALKS Oblla 6/1M3Ka K CTaiuK
3aBepllleHus, CMOT B3OOXHYTh. ET0 ria3a ObIIM IOJIHE yKaca, a cepale OelieHo KOIOTHIIOCh.



"Ecnu OB g ofmoInen OIuKe UK MPOSIBUIT XOTh KAIlJTio BpaxaeOHoCcTH, s Obl morub!" — ¢
COporaHueM IomyMa OH.

Cuna u aypa Croii LluHa Ipou3Besiu Ha HET0 TaKoe CUJIbHOE BlledaT/ieHue, YTO Ha MTHOBEHUE eMy
TI0KAa3aJioch, OyOTO epen HUM He Ky/lIbTUBaTOp YPoBHS Konpencauuu Ly, a oguH U3 CTapenInuH-
YIIPaBISIOMKX YPOBHS 3anmoxkeHue OCHOBE U3 CEKTHI.

— OTKyqa B3s/ICSd TaKOX XKECTOKUM 4eJIOBeK?..

9toT yuenuk CeMmb KpoBaBbix I'71a3 MPOBEN IOCIEIHME TTOT0Ma B Mope u He 3Han o Ciou Llune. OH
IIOCIIEeINIT YUTH, HO, CHlelaB HECKOJIBKO IIaTr0B, BHIIIJIIOHYJI ITOIHBIM POT YEPHOU KPOBU. B yXkace oH
IIPOTJIOTHII eIll€ HeCKOJIbKO IUIII0Nb, ¥ eMy CTaro HeMHoro nyyine. K cyacteio, s Croit LinHa 0511
HallpaBJIeH B OCHOBHOM IIPOTHB Mep(oNKoB. MHaye, momouas K MecTy OUTBEL, OH ObI TOYHO IOTHUO.

— MoryiecTBeHHbIM, PEIIUTEIbHBIYA U BIafe0IINY yKacalollUMU IgaMu... — B ria3ax yueHuKa
yuTancs crpax. OH He ocMenuics uaTyu mo nyTtu Cior [luHa u CBepHYI B IPYTYIO CTOPOHY, TBEPHO
peluB, YTO TyHa, KyAa UAET 3TOT YeJIOBEK, OH HU 3a 4YTO He MOUTET.

Bpewms mno.

CpaxeHus Ha YeTHIPEX OCTPOBAX MPOIOIKanuch. [ToTepu OvIu ¢ 006eux cTopoH. Tem BpemeneM Cioi
[luu mpoOuBascs CKBO3b I'yCTOM nec. BrIiifs U3 Hero, OH yBUOEN BOANX ropof Mep¢hoIKoB!

9TOT Topon 651 HeoOBYHEIM. OH OBLT TOCTPOEH He M3 KUPIKWYa ¥ YePEIIHIlk], a K3 OIPOMHOT0
pHIObero ckeneta. CKeeT OblT HeBePOSTHO OOJIBIINM, Pa3MepPOM C IeJIEIH PaloH TJIaBHOI'0 TOpoia
Cemu KpoBaBrix I'mmas.

Cront Llun cpaBHUI YBUOEHHOE ¢ nHpopMalmen 06 octpose IIpenena MHHEL, U, CHeaB Iar,
IOMYaJIiCs K TOpony.
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