l'opon Xauau, mOA3eMHBIM OBOPEI] B pailoHe banusH.

3amax KpoBH, CMeIIaHHBIM C 3allaXOM BHYTPEHHOCTEH U I'PSA3U, 0THaBajCd B HOCOBOU IIOJIOCTH,

TOJIOBOKPYKUTEJIbHOE YYBCTBO PBOTH METAJIOCh B3a[ U Bliepe[ B HUXKHEU 4aCTU KUBOTA, faxKe
y2Kacalolie KPUKU ¥ CTOHBI He OBUIM CIIBILIIHEL, OH MOT CJIBIIIATh TOJIBKO 3BYK OTPBEIBA OCTPOT0

JIE3BUSA OT YEJIOBEYECKOI'0 Tella.

TemHOTa ¥ TeCHOTa OOJIbIIe HE MOTYT HaTh KOPOJII0 MaHCypy HUKAKOT0 4yBCTBa 6e3omacHocTu. OH
He 3HaeT, MoYeMy OOBIYHEIE BEIllH MOIIJIH 0 TAaKOT'0 COCTOSIHUS. Bce MepTBEI, HO OH He MOXKeT
yMepeTh, IIOTOMY YTO €ro J0Yb HaXOJUTCS IPSIMO 3@ HUM.

YroaouTh 4eI0BeKy CO 3JIBIM JIUIIOM, CTOSIIEMY Ilepef HUM, CTajl0 eUHCTBEHHBIM BBHIXOJOM, KOTOPHIH
MOT TIPUAYMaTh Ifapb MaHCyp.

"TlTocMOTpHUTE, YTO 3[IeCh: MEP3KHI CTAPUK B HEJIEIION KOPOHE, OJeTHIM KaK cofakKa, MaJIeHbKas
IeBOYKa, KOTOPAs... BRITJIIOUT TIIYIIO U JIIOOUT IUCaTh B MTaH? KaxeTcs, s HU Hafl KeM He
n3neBaiock? IIpocTo HEMHOTO yOMBalio TeX, KTO BCTaeT Ha IMyTH".

B3rnsgHyB Ha MaJIeHBKYIO IIPUHIIECCY, KOTOpas yxKe **** cpou mTaHbl, JlecTep, 0oTOPOCUB OPYKHUE,
nogo0past 30JI0TYI0 KOPOHY Ha rojioBe KOopojsi MaHcypa, [Toriaguil OJIHY0 JILICUHY Koposs MaHcypa
1 YyIBIOHYJICS CI0KHOM yIBEIOKOY Koponig MaHcypa. , JlecTep cTan paccMaTpyBaTh BEIll B CBOEH

pyke.

KopoHa MHKpPyCTHUPOBaHa TPeMs OCTIeIUTEeIbHEIMY JPArolleHHEIMU KaMHSIMHU. L[BeTHBIE KaMHH,
3axKaThle MeXy I'PAHATOM U 3eJIeHBIM araToM, Ka3ajuCh akBaMapUHOM, Pa3MepoM C OOJIbIION
masel, fa elre u 6e3ympevyHoro CBeTI0-Tony0oro 1BeTa. B cBeTe ¢hakenos, mpenomMiIsieMoM
OparoleHHBIMY KaMHSIMH, BUTHEI PsI0b MOPS ¥ YKCTOE Hebo.

"IIpoknatse!" Tlog TymeIM B3rIaA0M Kopoiisl MaHcypa JlecTep pa3opBas OBl 30JI0TOU CJIUTOK,
3aCTerHyJsl akBaMapyH U TIOJI0XKUJ ero B KapMaH OpIOK, a CIIOMaHHBIN 30JI0TOM CIIUTOK IIOJIOKHUII Ha
MecTo. KopoHna Owiyla CHOBa HajeTa Ha r'0JIOBYy Llapsi MaHcypa.

CToUT OTMETUTh, YTO Ha MaHHHIM MOMeHT JlecTep Bce elife 0e3 pyOalIku.
"OcTanbHOE - epyHaa, 9TO HEIlJI0X0, 1 IIPUMY 3TO, 3TO...

Bamre BenuyecTBo, mepeq TeM KaK OTIPABUTLCS COIIPOBOXKIATH CBOMX MOANAHHEIX, YTOOH
IIPOMOJIXKUTE OBITH KOPOJIEM, He CHeJlaeTe I BH IIOCIeqHee caMompe3eHTanui0? KctaTu, BH He
IIpernofany BaM ypok. He mo3BosisieTe CBOEY NoYepyu MOYUTH ITAHK? OTO rpy00 U BOHIOYE, KOTHa
BCTpEeYaels KOro-TO B IIePBHIA pa3".

s Jlectepa, KOTOPHIH OB "omlpaBaaH B IOXOpOHax", KOPoiab MaHCyp BCTal U U30 BCEX CHUJT
cTapascs, 4ToOsl ero yiabsi0Ka Obljla caMOM CKPOMHOM 13 HUBIINX.

"JlecTep, TH OOMXEH CUAETH 30ECh".

Korpga JlecTep, cupeBInui Ha rJITaBHOM MeCTe, BHITTISZEN clerka 00J1erdyeHHEIM, KOpoib MaHCyp B3siT
CBOIO [I0Yb Ha KOJIEHU U OCTOPOXKHO ITPOHOJIKHMII.

"ITO 9 ¥ MOS OYb HEIIOYTUTEJIbHEL. [103B0OJIbTE MHE IIPeCTaBUTLCSA BaM. MeHs 30ByT ['p9HTIM
MaHcyp. 9T0 M0sI eQUHCTBEHHAS J04b U NpuHIiecca Xaupu, Cremnna MaHcyp, npoiy Bac. [Ipoctute
rpy0OCTb MaJIEHbKOW IEBOYKM, OHAa HUKOTa He BUfeNla TaKOT0 CUJILHOT'O YeJI0BEeKa, KaK BhHI, II03TOMY
OHa ITOKOPEeHa BalIllM BeJIMYKMEeM U COBepInaeT rpybbie IOCTYIKY."



"OTHOIIIeHUE K TPU3HAHUIO OMMOO0K Hermnoxoe. [Toxoxe, YTO BB AEUCTBUTEILHO OUYEHD JIIOOKUTE CBOIO
IOYb".

YemoBeK Ha BRHICOKOM CHOEHLE CKY4alollle CKPEeCTHII HOTH, BEITJISAS PACCeSTHHEIM, He 3Has, 0 4YeM OH
nyMaer.

He 3Has TemnepamenTa JlecTepa, KOpoiab MaHCYp CTUCHYI 3yObl ¥ PEIINT CKa3aTh IPaBy.

"Ia, nopx Jlectep, MHe ykKe OoJiee IIOJIyCOTHHU JIET, @ €CTh TOJILKO 9Ta AparoleHHas f04b. d MOry
OT[aTh 3a HEe BCe, ITI03TOMY... Y MeHs eCTh CKpOMHas Ipockoa..."

"Oi, TH X04elllb, YTOOHI 51 OTITYCTUJI 3Ty MaJIeHbKYIO NeBOYKY? [1o0 MouM COOCTBEHHBIM CJI0BaM, 5 He
3aMHTEPeCcOoBaH B U3[eBaTeNIbCTBaX Hafl MaJleHbKOM JeBOUKON".

KOpOHL Mchyp IIOCTy4all rooBoM 0 3emiio, a CTenna, KOTOpPas1 CTOsAIIa PAOOM C HUM, YCTABUIIACh
IIYCTBIMU I'Jla3aMH Ha CBOEr0 HEKOI'mda BEICOKOMEPHOT'0 OTIIa, CKIIOHUBIIET OCs IIepen HeWH, OT6pOCI/IB
BCSIKO€ MOCTOMHCTBO. [TosscHuIla KeHa ToxKe CHIbHO Ppa3MsKiia, ¥ OH TOXKe OIIYCTHUJI I'OJIOBY Ha 3€MIJIIO.

"Ia, mopx Jlectep, s TOTOB 0OMEHSTh CBOIO XKU3Hb Ha XKU3Hb CTeJTbl. BBl 3aXBaTH/IM BCE 3€MJTH B
CeBepHoM Mope, Xauau cTana ucrtopueit, a Cremnna 60mbllne He IPHUHIIECCA. ..

Ecnu Bel MoXkeTe Ecnu BBl MOXKETe, BEL MOXKeTe NOoIaguTh CTesny ¥ TO3BOJIUTh €U gefaTh BCe, 4TO
OHAa X0YeT, TOJIbKO JIUIINTE ee XKU3HU."

"I'p3HT3M, II03BOJIb CIIPOCUTH, HE CIIAILIKOM JIM Hepa3yMHO, €CJIU IBO€ U3 BaC, KOTOpPLIE TOTOBEL
yMepeTh 3a 3TOT I'OPOA U XOTAT 3alIUTUTh Bac, yMpyT 3a Bac?"

Ha MraoBenue Koposib MaHCyp He 3Hall, KaK OTBETUTb.
Jlectep ynaeIOHYTICS, C OTTEHKOM XOJIOOHOCTH Ha JIUIIE.
"CnyuIaii, Tl He MOXKeIllb HalT! IPUYNHY KUTh, pa3 Tak..."

"Jloprn Jlectep! A HUKOrAa He npunHyxkpan ux! OHU yMepnu 3a Xalau HoO6pOBOJIbHO, ¥ CPazKalucCh OHU
He 3a MeHs 1 Ctesny! Onu Obinu 3a BacTh! OHU ObIMM 3a cTaTyc! 3a cTaTyc ABOpsHCTBa!"

"O? TsI X0uellb CKa3aTh, YTO OHM CpaxkKarloTcs 3a cebs, a He O TOT0, YTOOH! 3alUTUTEL TeOs?"

"MmeHHO Tak! Mu1 co CTenoit HUKOraa He OBIIM B MOJTY Iepen ABOPsSiHaMU Xaunu. f manm uM caBy
u 6oratcTBo. OHM, €CTECTBEHHO, TOCBATUIN ce0s Xaiiau. Mbl He OOJIXKHEL APYT APYyTy".

TTopa3MEICTTHB HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, JlecTep BAPYT IOCMOTpPen Ha CTesly, KOTopasi MOJTda OKUpasach
Ha 3eMIII0.

WHIT TeJa, KoTopas JII00UT IIUCATh B IIITAHLL, THl TOXKE TaK OYMAelllh? Wcd, S IPOCT
"T1 ecca Ctena, KoTopas 00 ca a oXe Ta aern? He 6oiic 0CTO
X04y YCIIBIIIATh IIpaBay".

Kak 6ynTo Ha Hee CMOTPHUT **** cmepTH, Teno CTessl Hadaslo ApoXkKaTh, U MaJeHbKas IIprHIlecca ¢
yCUIMEM IIOflaBUJIa CTPaX B CBOEM Cep[ille U IMPOAOJIKNIIa CI0Ba OTIa.

"[la, mopg Jlectep, 4... 1 gymar... 1 fymaro, 4To OTel] IIpaB, 3TO IIPOCTO... IPOCTO..."

[To kakoii-To npuuuHe CTela BAPYT BCIIOMHMIA 0 BepHece, KOTOPEIN 3a60TUICS O Hell.



Hepen CaMEIM IIPHUXO0O0OM MYZKYHNHEI BepHec BEIOEZKAJI C IMMOCJIIEJHNMHU CTPAaXHHUKAMHU U COJIJAaTaMH, a
IIOTOM...

OH Tak U He BEPHYJICS, [TOMXKHO OBITh, TOTHUO.

3a 4TO OHU CpaxKawTCs?

TonbKo M1 3a cTaTyc ¥ 60raTcTBO, UK 3a Cce0s1 U CBOETro OTLa?
ITo cpaBHeHUIO C epBhIM, CTelIa IPeaIouYnuTaeT BTOPOE.

Kopons MaHCyp € TPeBOroi MoCMOTPeS Ha J0Yb U y2Ke coOMpascs YTO-TO HallOMHUTh, HO OBII
IIpepPBaH XOJIOOHLIM B3rsmoM Jlectepa.

"Yro umenHo? [locMOTpY Ha MeHs, MOd MaJleHbKas IIPUHIIecca, s X04y YCIbIIaTh IpaBay .
Jlectep npuinypui riasa, Ctenia 3agpoxara elle CUIbHee U He 3aMeTu/la HaMeKa OTIa.
“IIpocro...

OHM T'OTOBEI B34Th B PYKU OPY2ZKHKE TOJIBKO M3-3a ooraTcTBa 1 CTaTyCa, KOTOPEI€ OaJI UM OTEIl.
HpeHaHHOCTB B UX yCTaX - TOJIBKO OJId UX CEMBU U OJIA HUX camux..."

Kak Ttonpko Ctemnna ITpou3HeCiia 3TU CJI0OBA, KOPOJIb Mchyp CKJIOHHIJI T'OJIOBY, €T0 JIUIIO CTAJI0o
I1eleJIbHBIM.

2Ku3Hb, 3a KOTOPYIO OH O0OPOJICST pafyl CBOEH oYepH,
yIina.
"Xaxaxa~www.wuxiax.com~ Bel crnbimanu 9To? TBOS IpefaHHOCTh BOOOIIe He CTOUT YIIOMUHAHUS".

JlecTep BHIINIEN U3 TAaWHOW KOMHATHI C OOJIBIITM CMEXOM, BOIIENI C XKEHIIMWHOM, CBI3aHHON BePEeBKOM
10 CMepTH, 1 OPOCHII ee Ha 3eMJTI0, KaK MyCOp, OTYero B I'Ta3ax BepHeca MOSBUNIKACH 3BE3HI.

OpHaKO 10 CpaBHEHUIO C TOPEM B ceppile, 00JIb B TeJIe HUYEro He CTOUT.

[Tepepe3aB BepeBKY Ha XKeHIUHE-TeIoXpaHuTesne, JlecTep BEPHYJICS Ha BEICOKOE CHIEHbE, eTr0 JIUII0
OBLTIO TTOJTHO CapKa3Ma.

"Ilouemy THI BCe e1e... Hert... Cectpa Bepsnec... Her..."

BceTpeTuBIInCh ¢ IpoBanuBalOIAMCS B3rIsanoM CTennbl, BepHec BcTana ¢ 3eMIX U CHsJIa TKaHb,
IIPHAKPHIBAOIIYIO POT, C IIeYaIbHBIM BUIOM.

"Ctenna, mony4aeTcs, YTO B TBOMX I'Ia3ax 5 Bcerma Oblla TAKUM YeJI0BEKOM..."
"Cectpa Bepsec... ... 4..."

BepHec, onHako, nepecrana CMOTpeTh Ha CTesuly ¥ ycTpeMusa IyCToU B3TJIsf Ha Kopoinst MaHcypa,
KOTOPBINM HETOOBUKHO CKJIOHUJICS Haf 3eMJiel. 2KeHIIMHA pa3BepHYyJack, nopouuia K Jlectepy u
ymasa Ha JIUIO.

"BrieuaTnen?"



"Ila, c CeTOMHSIIHEro JHS Thl MOM €IMHCTBEHHHIN I'OCIIOOUH".
n e =
Torpga... ybel ux, a IOTOM IMOKOHYU C COO0M".

"Acuo".
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