[TpocHyBIIMCH paHO yTpoM, MKKUHT TIEPBEIM [€JIOM OrIsigesn KoMHaTy. Uurpun u MHra criamm.
Ornmuyno. HukTo He GymeT eMy MelIaTh.

[ITaTeH BHITJISIHYJ B OKHO, YIOCTOBEPUBIINCE, YTO Ha YJIUIlE JOCTATOYHO TEMHO U, TIEPETIPHITHYB
yepes3 Hero, OKa3ascs Ha ynuie. Pakessl TYCKIIO TOPey, OCBEIast JIUIIb YeTBEPTh YIIUIEI, U
I09TOMY (PypHsi MOTJIa CIIOKOMHO MepenBUTaThCs, He 0051Ch OBITh 3aMeYeHHBIM. MKKUHT MIETT U
BIBIXAJT YTPEHHIOI CBEXKECTh BO3yXa. XOJIOOHEIM. M TaKO! MPUSTHEINA, KaK caMa HOYb...

Korpa maTeH HakOHEI IOMIEN 10 HA3HAYEHHOT0 MeCTa B BUIe KPYTOT0 00PHIBa, OH BHOBL OTJISAMEIICS
Y, HAKOHEII, YCITOKOUJICS.

B mocnmenHee BpeMsi OH Haydas ciofa cOeraTh BCE Yallle U 4allle. 30eCh MOKHO OBIJIO CITOKOHHO BCE
OCMBICTIUTDE ¥ 00OyMaTh JeHCTBUS. 31eCh ObIJI0 HEBEPOSITHO CIIOKOMHO ¥ YMUPOTBOPEHHO. HuKakux
TIOJTyIPAaKOHOB, HaJOENIUBEIX BUKUHI'OB, Y2KaCHO HATJIBIX BEICKOYEK, KOTOPHIE, MEXKMY ITPOYMM,
HaMHOTO citabee Te0s1, HO 00 3TOM-TO OHU He 3HAIOT. [la, OMHUM CJIOBOM, 3[0eCh OBIIO 0YEHb XOPOIIIO, a
TJIaBHOE — HHUKTO He 3HaJ 06 9TOM MecTe.

[Topa3MBICTIUB Haf 4eM-T0, MKKUHT B3OOxHY. [la, cefiyac eMy Hy>KHO OyeT Hay4uThCs
TIpeBpaIaThCS B APAaKOHA MOJTHOCTHI0. [ToTydaeTcs y HET0 3TO He 0YEHb XOPOIIIO0, BIIPOYEM, TOYHO
TaK e, KaK ¥ BBIOBIXATh M1a3My. Hy [a TafHo, MOMBITKA He ITHITKA.

[ITaTeH OTOLIEN YyTh Ha3afl, OT Kpasi CKaJibl ¥ 3aKphii IMa3a. OH COCPeIOTOUMIICS Ha BHYTPEHHUX
OLIYILIEHUSX, He OTBJIeKasCh HU Ha 4yTO0. HU Ha BeTep, YTO JIaCKOBO HACBUCTHIBA/ KaKylO-TO IECHIO, HU
Ha Oyprisiinee BHU3Y MOpPe, KOTOPOE 3BajI0 €T0 OKYHYThCH. ..

Korga ¢ypust HakoHeI] OTKPHIJI I'/1a3a, TO IOHSJI, YTO Y HETO IOJIy4Yniock. Terneps OH OB IPaKOHOM,
YEpPHBIM, KaK caMa HOYb, @ U3yMPYIHBIE T'7la3a CBEeTUIUCh OyATo U3HYTPH. IIlaTeH YTO-TO JOBOJIBHO
ITPOypYas u mornpo6oBa HEMHOT0 OXOAuTh. Korma 3To eMy Hafoesnno, OH peIu mompo0oBaTh Koe-
4To... Beqib HU4Yero, ecjiu OH I0JIeTaeT HEMHOT0, TaK?

®ypus oTola emé Ha HeCKOIbKO IIIaroB OT 00pBIBA |, MOXKesaB cebe yoauu, mobexkasa Ha Kpau,
YCUJIEHHO Pa3MaXxuBasi KPBIIbSIME, KaK 9T0 fefnai be33youk. [IpakoH CIPHITHYI C 00pHIBA U
norrpo6oBas pacupaBUTh KPBLIbS, HO... uX 6yaTo oTHI0. OH UX He YyBCTBOBasl. JIuIh BeTep Oun B
JIUII0, @ BHU3Y CKaJIbl TPUOIHKAIUCE BCE ORICTpee u ObicTpee. MKKWHT Haval B TaHUKE Pa3MaXuBaTh
KPHITbSIME ¥ XBOCTOM. B MTOTE, OH HAKPEHHUJICS BIIEBO U GOJIBHO yIapuics 00 BHICTYII.



— Hy Bcé! — dypusi BHOBb MOYYBCTBOBAJIA KPHUIbS ¥ PACIIPABUI UX BO BCIO IIUPh, 3aTOPMaKUBASCh.
Temneps x0Tst OB HE TaK GLICTPO MafiaerT.

WKKWHT TI0mpo60oBasl TOMaxaTh KPBIUTbSIMU, U Y HETO TONy4niochk. Ho OH TyT ke 3amyTasics B HUX U
TPecHYJ ce0s cy4yaitHo XBOCTOM. A Bofia BCE nmpubimnxKamnacs...

®ypus He MOHUMAJI, YTO [ieflaeT He TaK. Kpbiibamu paboTaeT, IOJIET BLIpAaBHUBAET, XBOCTOM... CTOII,
xBOCT! [IOHATHO ITOYEMy JIeTaTh He II0JIy4YaeTcs.

IIpakKoH BHIMYTAJICS U3 KPBIILEB, HEIOBOJILHO PEIYa M3-3a BeTpa, OMBIIETO B MOPMY, U MOMBITAJICS
PacIpaBUTh XBOCT U KPBITIbS OOHOBpeMeHHO. [Tonyuunocsk. Teneps oH mapun. MeaieHHO, He CIIella,
JIeTen Haj TEMHBIM MOpPEM M YOUBIISAJICS ero KpacoTe. Kpacore Heba. BrIIo B 9TOM mOIETE YTO-TO
TaKOe 3arafloyHoe U MPUATHOE, OYITO TH BCIO XKW3Hb XOMUJII II0 3€MJI€ U, BOPYT, ITOJHSIICS B BO3OYX.
Csobofa...

9T0 6BITI0 HEOIHMCyeMOoe YyBCTBO. Hemb3s ero cloBaMy 0XapaKTepH30BaTh, HO...

Tebs 6ynTo npoumbaoT MeJIKKe 3IeKTPUYeCcKre TOKH, ¥ THl TOHEITh B Y4EM-TO HEU3BECTHOM, MATKOM
¥ TaKOM... POOHOM. BeTep NpUSATHO IIEKOYET U CKOIB3UT 110 Yelllye, 0, 9TO HeomucyemMo!

3a0BIBIINCH, PYpHUS CIIy4aliHO Bpe3ajach B OMUKAUIIYIO CKaly ¥, CO CBUCTOM pacCeKasi BO3YX,
IIOHECJIaCh BHU3.

«OnaTh!» — BHIMY4Y€HHO B3TOXHYT IIP0 cebst MKKUHT, HO BOAPYT OTMETHJI, YTO CBUCT 3TOT CJIBIIIUT He
BIIEpBHIE. A YTO, eC/Iu Iompo6oBaTh...

®ypus CNOXKUI KPBIIbSA U II0JIETENT BHU3, B U3AIIHOM 1 OBICTPOM ITHKe. BeTep CBUCTEN B yIIax, a
KPBUIbS IPUSITHO 00/1yBasio BeTpoM. CBUCT CTaHOBUIICS BCE IpoMue U rpoMye. [IOCTUTHYB
IIPeieIbHON CKOPOCTH U TIOHSB, YTO HAa TAKOM PACCTOSIHUE €0 BPSI[ M YCIbIIAT, UKKUHT HApsT
TOPJIO ¥, TIOOHATYKUBILIKCH, ITOCIAJ CTYCTOK IJTa3Mbl BHU3, K IE€PEBbsIM. B3PHIB MPOU30IIENT MOIIHEIH,
a ymapHas BOJIHA HOCTUTTIA gaxe MKKWHTa, KOTOPHIM Teleph Hapuil Hax jecoM. Kak Ovl KTO He
3aMeTHUJL...



E1é HeMHOTO I0JIeTaB U IOHSB, YTO y2Ke I0CTAaTOYHO, BEOb COJIHIIE TIOSIBUTCS yXKe Yepe3 [ABa-Tpu
yaca, MKKWHT MSATKO CIJIAHWPOBAJI 3a JOMaMU U, TePEBOIIOTUBIIKUCE ITOTHOCTRIO B UEJIOBEKA,
HAIMPABUJICT K JOMY, OyMas O 3aBTpPAIlHEM IHE.
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[TpocHyBIIMCh, GpaThs U cecTpa OBICTPO CHeNIany BCe [ella U IOUUIN BHU3, CTapasch HE3aMETHO
IIPOCKOJIB3HYTh Yepe3 KOMHaTY oTiia. Ho, yBEH, yoada He Ha UX CTOPOHE...

— Wura, UkkuHTr, UHTpUp, ¥ MeHS [JI1 BaC HOBOCTh, — XKH3HEePagoCTHO mpobacun CTOUK, KeCTOM
yKa3bIBas cecTh Ha TabypeTku. Te MOBHHOBAJIUCH, TPYCTHO TS B CTOPOHY fABepH, u CTOUK
IIPOMIOJIKUII, He 3aMeydast uX B3rsanoB: — CepeOpsiHasi JIyHa MOSBUTCS YK€ CETOIHS HOUbI0 U
II09TOMY, MBI C [171€BaKo¥ peuIuau coeaaTh JpakoHo0opIlaM MaJIeHbKUM MONAPOK... — JETH C
MHTEPeCcoOM IIOCMOTPeNX Ha Hero. CTOMK BhIIEpKa Iay3y U MPOJOIKUII: — CeTONHS mocye obema
OymeT sK3aMeH, IIOJAPOK Iepeq HOublo, TaK CKa3aTh.

CnoBa npo3By4asnyu Kak IpoM cpefb scHoro Heba. Cerogus?! [ToueMy ux He mpenynpenunu?! Mckoca
IIOCMOTpeB Ha OpaTa u cecTpy, MKKUHT IIOHSJ, YTO Te TOTO XKe MHEHHUS, YTO U OH. [IpeKpacHo,
Teneps ux OobIe.

— Oren, MOXeT, He CTOUT... HaM BceM Hafio OTOOXHYTE... IIepend, HOYEIO...

— [la, u cumel mobepeysb...



— Bort-BOT!..

— Xa-xa, y¢, He MOTY... — IOJIyAPaKOHH B YOUBIEHUE 3aCTHIIA, CMOTPSI Ha CBOETO OTIa, KOTOPHIU
mepaKascs 3a XKHUBOT CO cMexy. Ha ria3ax BRICTYIHIM CII€3UHKH, U PHIXKeOOPOILIA CMaXHYJT UX, BHOBb
fepkKach 3a KHABOT. — HeT BBl TOJIBKO IIOAYMAaUTE...

— 9M, oTell, — MATKO I103Ba BOXKAS MKKUHT, HEMHOTO Ka4yasiCh Ha TaOypeTKU OT HEYBEPEHHOCTH, —
BCE XOpOIIIO0?

— Koneuno! Jlyuiiie u OBITH He MOXKET!.. — eIll€ HEMHOT'0 OTCMESIBIIKCh, BOXK/b HAKOHEI]
00BSICHUI: — BB ¥ BIIPaBAY IOAyMaJjId, YTO MIOMOETE CETONHS BOEBATh C IPaKOHOM?!

— Jla... — HeyBepeHHO oTBeTUIA VHTa, uIlla B3rJI0M OBEPD, YTOOH B CITyYyae 4ero Morja
BBICKOJIB3HYTh OTCIOfIA.

— Het, — Bmur nmocypoBen CTOUK, Ha ero 10y MOSIBUIUCH Pe3KKe CKIIafKKU, — TaKoro He OymeT mo
CepebpstHoit JIynsl. Cpady mocje Heé, TO eCTh 3aBTPa, MBI TPOBEIEM TOT 3K3aMeH, a IT0Ka Bl TOIBKO
pacckaxeTe 0 CBOUX JpaKOHAaX.

[TonympakoHs! 0671eT4€HHO B3H0oxHYy K. CraBa Topy, moka uTo He OymeT puHAIBHOTO 3K3aMeHa, a
TOJIbKO HavyasNbHEIA. [la ¥ HUKTO He 3HAET, YTO Y HUX €CTh IPAKOHHI, TaK YTO YY4aCTBOBATH UM B 3TOM
He TPUOETCH.

Ha nocnepgueit Mbiciu MiHra Hampsriach, OHa IIOCMOTpesia Ha 6paTheB U ejie 3aMEeTHO KUBHYJIA UM,
IaBas IOHSATH, UTO JOJIXKHA KOe-YTO UM pacckasaTh. Te HaXMypPUIUCh, HO KUBHYIIH.

— JlagHo. 3TO BCE, BB MOXKETE UATH Ha apeHy U T'OTOBUTHCS, — OTIYCTUI UX CTOMK, HO KOTHa Te



yKe OBIIIM OKOJIO IBEPEH, OKJIUKHY UX: — [1a, U ell€. & Obl X0Tes, YTOOH Bl HAIIIIU CBOUX
OPaKOHOB... ATO Be[ib HE TaK TAKeEN0. — MKKUHT YCMEXHYIICS.

— KoHeuno, oTe1. Myl HAallIéM UX.

Kak TONTbKO OHU BHIIUTK 3a ABEePb, MIHTa Ccpa3y Iepella K Aeny.

— CeHOOM CKa3all MHE, YTO MEI YK€ MOZK€eM PAaCKPHEIBATh CBOUX NPAKOHOB, KOHEYHO, €CJIN XOTHUM.

— W THI gyMaelb, 4TO 3TOT 9K3aMeH — OTJIMYHBIM IIaHC? — MPOAOJIXKUI 3a He€ UKkuHT. UHTra
kuBHYIa. [llaTeH B3OoxHyn u 3agyMascs. Hy, a 4To, u BpaBAy MOXKHO TakK CHesnaTh, TeM 6oree, OHU
y2Ke TTOJTHOCThI0 3aKOHYUJIM TIpeBpallleHre U eCJIX YTO CMOTYT OTOUTEL aTaky. Hy 3HauuT, perieHo!

— 41 cornacen, — cornacuiucsi MKKWHT, a IOTOM, XUTPO CBEPKHYB U3yMPYOHBIMHU TJTa3aMH,
nobaBui: — TeM Oojiee, X04y yBUAETh Muil0 CMOPKaIbl, KOTa OH OWMET, YTO MBI CaMble PEKHe
IPaKOHHEI, — OH 3JI0PAiHO YIKIOHYIICS.

— 4 Toxe He npoTuB, — VHrpup mnozxarn mnnedamu. EMy ObIJIO, €ClIM Y4eCTHO, HEMHOTO BCE paBHO. Hy
YTO MOXKET CIy4YuThcsi? OH — CKPHUIII, MOKET OOHUM 3apsiOM MOJTHUYU BHIPYOUTH BCEX BUKUHTOB Ha
apese. Ero cectpa — I[lecuaHblit MpU3pak, JIETKO YIIPaBIseT CTUXUSIMU*, a 0COOEHHO, 3eMIéi. A ero
O6paT — Hounas ®Oypusi, caMblil peIKUM, CaMBIX OTIaCHBIM, CaMblii HEU3BECTHBIM IPAKOH B
apxuresare. B3preiBHOe coueTaHue!

— Torga pemeHo, — yIOBIETBOPEHHO YNIbIOHYTach ViHra, — ceromHs moka3biBaeM HaIIUX IPAKOHOB.



— IMomnmu yxxe, — Opocun MKKWHT, HAUWHAS UOTH K apeHe — OIMo3[aeM, a To.

Becerno ImeperoBapuBasiCb U CMEACH, 6paT 1 CeCTpPa IIOUIJIN 3a HUM.
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Bce mopmpocTku coOpasnuch Ha apeHe. Mx TIIaTeNlbHO IOATOTOBUIIN K BEICTYIIIEHHIO U TEIEPD Te,
CYACTJIMBBIE, KaK HUKOTTIa ¥ HEMHOI'0 B3BOJTHOBAHHEBIE, CTOSI/IM POBHOM JIMHEWKOM ITOCPENY apeHHI.
BukuHTY He CIIellla 3aHKMaJI¥ MeCTa, CTapasich 3aHSTh Mo0IuKe. Bemb, BceM xoueTcs 3penuin. Hy
YTO X, TOTHA OHU UX IIOJIyYar...

Borbime Bcex BOMHOBaANMKUCh Xenmoku. HernspecTHa Oblyla peakius BUKMHIOB Ha TO, YTO OHU CErOOHS
y3HAIOT... MOXKeT, He BCE TaK yXK u 110x0? Bems 60sblile UM He IPUAETCS XPAHUTH 3TOT TSIKETTBIN
cekper. [la, y BCero ectb BTopasi CTOpOHa MefiasH...

— YBepeH, 4TO MBI IIPaBUJIBHO [IOCTyIIaeM? — IMIENOTOM yToYHMIa y MkkuHra MHra, ¢ onackou
OTJISIOBIBASICh HA JTIOOONBITHEIX BUKUHTOB. Oypusi HEBO3MYTUMO KHBHYJIA U IPOJOJIXKUJIA CBOE
n3ydeHue dellyekK, KOTOphle CTapaTe/lbHO CIIpsATalia nog pyKaBoM. MHra B3goxHysa. YTo-To ¢ OpatoM
He TO. [IOCTOSHHO yTPIOMBIYA XOOUT, MOXKET, U3-3a TOr0, YTO He BHICHAJICS cerofHa? Hert, Bpsp nu us-
3a 3TOT0 — OH OBIJT eAMHCTBEHHBIN U3 HUX TPOUX, KTO BHICTIAJICS U OBUT O0OpHIM... Torpa B 4éM Xe
neno? YTo xKe TaKOro CIy4YHuyIoCh...

— IIpoury Bcex BHUMaHUEe, — BECDH I'yJT MUTOM 3aTHX, 1 BUKUHTHA 0OPATHIINCE B CIIyX, CTapasiCh He
IIPOCIyLIaTh HAYEro, 4YTO CKaXkeT BOXKAb. CTOUK MPOKAIIIAJICS U, KUHYB KOPOTKUM B3TJIAA Ha
MIPUTHUXIINX TOAPOCTKOB, IPOAONIKUI: — CETOOHS Haydallo 9K3aMeHa, II0Cjie KOTOPOro Halllk AeTu
CTaHyT HacTosmuMy BukuHramu! Hacrosmumu nonynpakoHamu! — Tommna ogoOpsitole 3arynena, a
Korfa 3aTuxia, CTOMK BHOBb IPOMOJIXKUII: — CErOfHs, OHA PAaCKPOIOT CBOUX OAPakKoHOB! M MBI y3HaeM
cambIx mocTtorHenmux! [Ipomry, netu, BeliifeTe Bepen. — [1oApOCTKY OQHOBPEMEHHO LIATHYIIX



BIIEPEN, K cTapermuHe. [TocnenHsst HeIOBOJILHO IIOKHYJIa B CTOPOHY XeOI0KOB U MMPUHSIIACh 3a CBOU
37MUKCUPHL. A MiHTa BCIIOMHMIIA, YTO OHU [OJIXKHbI OBIJTA MIPUUTH K HEH eIré pas, Io 3Toro... Bot Tebe
Ha...

['oTTH HAKOHeI] JoCTala YTO-TO ¥ MTOBEPHYJIacCh K MOAPOCcTKaM. Te o6omiienu: B pyKax CTapeHImuHa
Iepxasa IKHHYIO XKeJe3HYI0 MaKy C MPUILTIOCHYTEIM KBAOPATHEIM KOHIIOM.

«TaBpo» — YCIyKJIMBO IIOACKa3aja IaMsTh.

HWura B3gporuyna. O, HeT, OHa fiymMaJja, YTO 3HaK IIJIeMeHH UM OYOyT CTaBUTD IIOCJIE MOCBSAIIEHU. .
Ho HeT, BUOUMO, pelIunm cerndac.

Kaxpoe miems uMeeT CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN 3HAK (HO 3TO KaCaeTCs TOJIbKO IOTyAPakoHoB). [1pu
IIOCBSIIIIEHNY, CTapeHIIMHa CTaBUT Ha 3aJHel CTOPOHE IIeM 3HaK IJIEMEHHU. Y KaXOoro IIJIeMEeHH OH
pasHBI. M3rou ©MeIOT 3HaK B BUIE MIEMOTOB cMepTH, Oepcepku — HouHbx ®ypuit, mpuueém
IIOCJIEHKE PhSHO CIIOPST CO CTPAXOII0JaMHU 3a ITPaBO UMETh B BUJIe 3HaKa HMEHHO 3TOr0 APaKoHa.
M-na...

A 07lyXOBIIBE — YEPHOTO 3Mesi, YbIO IIel0 MPOTHKaeT Med. KneiMo JIerko mocTaBUTh, a yopaThb
HEBO3MOXKHO. MIHTe Bcerja He HPaBUJICS 3TOT 3HAK WX MieMeHu. Henb3st Ob110 YTO-HUOYOH TOogoopee
IIpUAYMarTh?..

[TepBoro mo3Banu PribbeHora. TOT UCITyTaHHO TPSICCS, HO TOMOIIEN K cTapelmuHe. Ta yka3ana eMy
Ha MeCTO, IoMe4YeHHOe KpecToM. TOT Me[iJIeHHO NPOIIET TyAa U COCPEeNoTOUmnIcs. Bckope Ha ero
MecCTe CTOsJI 00JIOTHOTO 1BeTa rpoMMenib. OH orisifen cebs ¥ pagoCTHO MPOPHIYasl YTo-To cebe mof
HOC. [laXke CTpaHHO, YTO MMOJIYAPaKOHB HE 3HAIOT APaKOHUU.

[Tocne, cTapeiiliiiHa IONPOCHIIa TOTO IEPEBOIIOTUTLCS 06PATHO U, KOTAa TOT IOJOIIEN, IIOCTAaBUTIa
eMy MeTKy. [1o BEITHyTOMY nuily PriobeHora ObLIO IIOHATHO, YTO 3TO 04eHb 60JIbHO. [la, He 3aBUAHO.



Iamnpie amu 6HPI3H€LIH. HpeBpaTI/IBLHI/ICI: B ITIPUCTET0JIOBA 1 06paTHO, OHH TOZKeE ITOJIY4YHJIN CBOIO
METKY U, PaAOCTHO CTYKHYBIIXUCH IIJIEMaMH, OTOIIIIN O6paTHO.

[ToToM Obln CMOpKaJ'Ia. On IIPEeBPaTUJICA B Y2KaCHO€E YyHOOBHUIIIE U ITOJIYYHUII CBOIO METKY.

Hactynuna ouepens XenmoKoB...

Ha ynuBrneHue poBHO U CIIOKOMHO, OHU IOJOUIIY K ['0TTH OmHOBpeMeHHO. Ta yKa3aja UM B CTOPOHY
KpecTa, ¥ Te, KHBHYB, MOIIIN K HeMy. I1o myTu oHu mpouuid MuMo CMOPKAkl, YTO CO 37T00HOM U
HACMEIITMBOY TPUMACOM CMOTpPeIT Ha HuX. [ToKa OHU ITPOXOOUIN MUMO HETO, OH YCIIeJ UM IIeIHYTh.

— B HHYero He cMmoxkeTe!

— ITocmoTpuM, CMOPYOK, TIOCMOTPHUM. — HACMEIIIKNBO IPOTsSHya MHra. IToCkIIanyich CMENIKY U
TIoAepKUBaHus. YyooBUILE PAa303/IUIIOCh.

— B#I - cmabaku! BaMm He mop cuny mpeBpaTuThes... O#, mpoctute! {1 3a0bI, YTO BH HE UMeEeTe
npakoHa. — Korpma Bcst Tpouila HaKOHEI] BCTasa 10 IIEPUMETPY KPecTa, OH, eJie CIIbIIIHO, YTOOH
CTIBIIIIAJIU TOJIBKO OHHU, CKa3all.

— Batm oTel] Bac HEHaBUAUT, BEL €ro 11030p! HeyouBUTENIBLHO, UTO OH OT Bac OTBEpPHYJICA! Bl Takue
XKe cnabaky, KaK ¥ Ballla MaMallla... Brl, MOXKeT, e€ 1 He IIOMHHUTE, HO S-TO IIoMHI0! BecmoMoIizasd,
Tymasi, HeHopMaJsbHas! [la OHa cyuTasa, YTO C IONYIIAbMA MOXKHO APYXKuUTh! BoT uanoTkal..

— ToCTiefHee OH IMPOU3HEC TUllle, HO XeOAOKHU ero yCblani. — Bl TaKoe ke 0Tpoabe, Kak U OHa!

['ma3a XennoKoB ONIaCHO CY3WINCh. Tpu maphl ri1a3 ycTaBuiauch Ha CMopKaity. YeTelpe U3yMpPYyOHBIX
IJ1a3a ¥ [iBa ronyObix. B HUX ceifiyac Imeckanach Takas spocTh 1 37100a, 4To CMOpKasa HeBOJIbHO



C2XKaJl TOJIOBY B IIJIe4H, OTXOOA Ha3and. ,[[OI/Il"paJ'[CH, Oypak...

WKKUHT BEICTYIINJ BIEPEN, BMUT BHI3bIBAsI 0€JI0CHEXKHEIE KITHIKK O] YOUBIEHHEIH IIeTIOT BUKWHTOB.
OH He 060payMBasiCh, COeAl 3HAK PYKOH OpaTy u cecTpe He feflaTh IOKA HUYETO, a CaM eIlé
CUIbHee Cy3uJI 3padyku. Bce MPUCYTCTBYIOLINE 3aMepiIii B YOWBIIEHHHY, ITOHSB, YTO V HETO Tla3a
[PaKoHa.

IlTaTeH CBEPKHYJ KIEIKAMH ¥ MTHOBEHHO BEI3BaJI IPAKOHbU aTPUOYTHI, PACIPABUB UX BO BCIO IIKPE.
[To3amu HETO TOXKE caMoe IIPOAesIaay OpaT U cecTpa. BUKMHTY 000MIIENH ¥ TaK ¥ OCTAJIMCh CTOSITh B
IIIOKeE.

— XoTHTe 3HATh HAIIUX IPAKOHOB? — XOJIOMHLIM TOHOM IIpou3HEC MKKUHT, 0Opaliasich KO BCEM.
— Torpa npomty npencraBuTh: [lecuanwii [Ipuspak — MHra nyctuna cTosb miaMeHu B He0o, —
Ckpunn — WHrpug B3peBe ApakoHbUM PHIKOM U BBEITYCTHII 3apsifi MOJTHUM, YyTh He IPUOUB
3a3€eBaBIIUXCSA BUKUHTOB. — M... — OH BBIZepKal Jonryio may3y — Hounas ®@ypus. — Ero romoc,
IIPOTIMTAHHEIHM KeJIe30M U X0JI0[0M, ITOJTHOCTHIO 6€39MOLMOHAIbHEIM, BEI3Ba/I TaOYH MypallleK 1o
KOXKe U HeXeJlaHHBIM KOMOK B ropJjie. B rina3ax chlHa BOXK[S MOSIBUJIUCH TE XK€ caMble afiCKue
VCKOPKH, U Tellepb OTIISICHIBAIM CBOM TaHeIl YepTeHsTa.

— Yto 310 BCcé 3HauuT? UKKUHT, UHra, UHrpun?! — HakoHeIl MpeogoneB HeCKOHYaeMbIH ITIOK,
npobacuit Boxkab. OH JIIOTO B3TJISIHY/I Ha APAaKOHbY aTPUOyTH feTel. Te maxke He 06epPHYIUCE.

Wx Bcé mocTano. [TocTosiHHBIe U3NEBKU. YacThie TTOAKOIE, n30ueHuss. OT HecIpaBeITHBOCTH
XOTEJIOCh OPATh BO BCIO IJIOTKY, II0KA HE OXPUITHEeIs. UM HaloesI0, OHK HOJIKHEL IOTYYHTh 110
3aciyram. OHHU BCE [OJIZKHBI TOJTYYUTh IO 3aCTyraM. B 3TOT MOMEHT, WX CO3HAHUE OTKITIOYUIIOCH, U
OynTO KTO-TO APYTOM 3aHsI ero. Terneps oH OyAeT KOMaHAOBaTh.

VIKKMHT HapOYUTO MEeJJIEHHO IMOBepHYJIcsa. OH PacTIruBall BpeMs, 3Has, YTO 3TU YeJIOBEUHUIIKH
0osTcs ero. Mara u MHrpum, 4To CTOSINIM 1o O0KaM OT Hero, IPHUCEeIH Ha OIHO KOJIEHO,
TIOKJIOHUBIIINCH, TIPUKAB JIeBble PYKH K TPYHOHU U OIIYCTHB T'OJIOBY. TOT KECT YOUBUII BUKUHTOB. KTO
3TOT MaJIbYHUIIKA, YTO €My IIOKJIOHSIOTCSI COOCTBEHHEIE GpaT u cecTpa?

[MlemoToOK HpOIlIéJ'ICH I10 psAgaM BUKHHI'OB, KOT'la CBIH BOXKIOA TIOIOIIEN OnuxKe K CTeHe U OOHUM



B3MaXOM MOIITHBIX yTOJ'IBHO-‘-IépHBIX KPHIJTEEB B3JIETEJI HAa YPDOBEHDb TpI/IGYH H... BOX[OA.

— YT0 BCE 9TO 3HAYUT? — crpocull CTOUK, HAaXMYPHUBILIKCh

TyT 3Xe HEeCKOJIbKO BOMHOB ITOIIBITANIOCh YOpaTh MaIbYUIIKY, HO TOT JIMIIL IIOCMOTPEI UM B I'JIa3a, Kak
3payKHu TYT K€ CY3UJIUCh U, TOKJIOHUBIINCH, T€ VUK. BOXAb IIyMHO BEIIOXHY. ET0 04eHb myran
9TOT B3TJIsAA. B3risym XuImHWKa, BT ApakoHa. Het, aTo Obli He ero cuiH... Ero MKKUHT He TaKoH...

— V¥V MeHs TOT e BOIIPOC, — XOJIOMHO OTBETUJI eMy VKKUHT U, B3MaXHYB KPBUIbSIMH, YCeJICS Ha
Onmuxkariryio 6anKy — Kak CMeeT TBOM IJIEMSHHUK Iep3UTh HaM?

— ITa KTO ThI TaKOM, YTOOHI TaK Pa3roBapuBaTh CO MHOM?! — 3710 BHIKPUKHYJT CTOMK, MUTOM BCTaBas
Y IpU3bIBas IPaKOHbY aTpulyTH. MKKUHT Ha 9TO JIUIIL XOJIOMHO YyCMexHYyJcs. Ero 3a0aBisiy ToT
($hakT, 9YTO OH CMOT HAaCTOJIbKO B30ecuTh CTOMKA OOHUM JIUIIb CIIOBOM.

— ¢ OB coBeTOBAN Pa3roBapuBaThk CO MHOM TIOBEKJIMBEH, «Mamnoyka», — CTOUK B3peBeJI U CJIOBHO
OT‘pOMHI:IfI pa3BﬂpéHHbeI OBIK METHYJICSA Ha ChbIHA. Tot nuib cierka IIOOOAOBUHYIJICH, YTOOBI BOXKIb
HpOGE}KaJ'I MHMO HEro U CBaJIUICS BHH3. Ene BEIPOBHAB IIOJIET, BOXKOb BHOBL B3JIETEJI, HO HA 9TOT pas3
He CIIeIINnJI HalladaTh: €T0 II0Pa3ujio, 4To VKKWHT OIHUM JIAITL OBUXKEHUEM IIOUYTH HOGGJII/IH ero.

— Tot He MKKUHT... — BOXK[b yCescs 00paTHO Ha TPOH ¥ COKPYIIEHHO IIOMOTAJI TOJI0BOM, — Te He
MOH CBIH...

— A pa3sBe 51 UM Korfia-nu6o Obi1? — (anblivBO-yOUBIEHHO IPOTSAHYT APAKOH, HO TYT Ke Ha ero
JUIe BHOBb ITOSIBUJIACH MacKa 0e3pa3nuyus U X0ofHOoCTH. OH rpallio3HO BCTAN ¢ Oanky u, npexpe
YyeM CIPHITHYTh, OPOCUT Ha IoCiie oK. — 1 ¥ Mou 6pat ¢ cecTpol HUKOTHa UMU He ObUIu U He OymeM.
K cyacThio, — ¥ OH CIPHITHYJ ¢ 6aiKy, MATKO CIIJITaHUPOBaB BHU3, Ha apeHy, I'Tle ero Xaaau TOYHO



TaKue ke, Kak ¥ OH 6paT ¢ cecTpoii. OHKM CMOTPEINIM Ha BUKUHTOB 0€3pa3IMYHO ¥ PABHOIYIIHO, KaK U
Vikkunr. He 6b1710 60JIbIIe TEX BECETBIX HCKOPOK B MX I'Ta3ax...

WKKUHT KHUBHYII UM.

— Vxogum, ceidac ugéM K momnymionsiMm, — Ckpumnn u Ilecuansiii [Ipu3pak KUBHYIIU U MIPOILIA
BIIepEN Ha BeIxoA. [Ipexne, uem yiuTH, UKKUHT Uil OpoCui KOPOTKy0 Ppa3y oTiy. — Th Bcerma
CuMTal HaC HUKEeM K3-3a HeMMeHHUS ApaKOHa, TaK BOT U IIOIJIaTUAIILCA 3a 3T0. — bpoBu CTouKa
HAXMYPHUJIUCD, TUI0 ToCMypHeno0. OH cxKaJt ry6sl B TOHKYIO ITOJIOCOYKY, HO HUYero He oTBeTun. Ho 3a
Hero 3To chenan CMopKarna. [Ipu3BaB KPBUIbs, OH OpOCUIICS Ha BHIXOOSAIIYIO TociefHed UHTY u
OJHUM y[apOM XBOCTa 3aCTaBWJI Ty IOTEPSATh CO3HAHUE U YIIaCTh HA PYKH CTOSAIIEMY PSIOM
HKKkuHTY.

WKKUHT paBHOAYIIHO IIOCMOTPEI Ha 6€CCO3HATEIBLHYIO CECTPY, a ITOTOM, OTHAaB €€ MHrpuny u
IIIEIIHYB €My YTO-TO, IIEPEBEN CBOM B3TJIsAA Ha CMOpKany. Y yKacHOT0 YyHOBUIIA BMUT BCE
TI0XOJIOMIeJI0 BHYTPH. DTOT B3TJISA afiCKUX I'1a3 Mpobupa HACKBO3b U 3aCTABIISAI ChEXKUTHCI. ITO
OBIJIO HEBEIHOCHMO.

— Tot He nowst, Moprercon? T X0Tb 3HAEIIb C KEM CBSI3aNICT? — UKKUHT MeIIEHHO HacTyIas Ha
nsTuBinerocss CMopKany 1 37100HO CKalIuI KIbIKY. BHe3amHo oH ocTaHOBUICSA. CMOpKaja yIUBIEHHO
IIOCMOTpEJI Ha Hero, fja TakK U 3aCThI.

3payku U3yMPYOHEIX T7Ia3 BMUT CY3UJIUCh, ¥ CPa3y XkKe, Cephle ria3a Ky3eHa MKKUHTa CTamu
IIIEJIOYKAMH.

VIKKUHT, He MeHss pa3Mep 3padykoB, GHICTPLIM IITaroM IOfOMEN K FIOpreHCoHy U OIHUM JIMIIb
yAapoM PYKH OTIIPpaBUJI TOTO B HOKayT. CMOpKasla He IIeBeJIUIICS, JIULIb CMOTPeNl HEBUAALIUMU
CepBIMU I'Ta3aMu nepeq co0oi. MKKUHT ycMexHy ca U u30aBunl CMOpKaly OT TUmHo3a. ToT
6one3neHHO B3BHI. [[laTeH BHOBL IPUOIU3UICS K Ky3eHY ¥, HEPSIUIXBO HACTYIIUB TOMY Ha PYKY,
IIPUOAaBUII €€ K 1oy. [Tocnelmancs NpOTUBHEIN XPYCT U BOILIb Y2KACHOT0 YymoBulla. MKKUHT yOparn ¢
IIPEBPAIIEHHOY B KDOBABOE MECHUBO PYKU HOTY U, BHIIIYCTUB KOT'TH, CxBaTuJI CMOpKaIy 3a Iiel. ToT
OTYassHHO OpBIKAJICS, HO Heall TONBKO XykKe. MKKUHT paBHOMYIITHO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha CHHEe JIUILO0 U
TOJIBKO OBLJIO XOTeJI OTIIYCTUTH €r0, KaK BAPYT eMy [IpHIIIa Ha YM OflHa UHTepecHas uies...

OH oTOpocun GpioHeTa Ha I0JI U TONKHYJ TOTO HOTOM B pébpa. CHOBa TpeCK, HENPUSTHHIN [AJIs



BUKHWHT'OB, XOTh U IIPHUBEIKIIXX KPOBABBEIM PACIIPAM. Ho aTo 6n1110 YMYy HE ITIOCTUZXKHUMO... 6paT
Hallaga€T Ha 6paTa... Ho oHM HE MOTJIH YTO-TH00 CHoeJIaTh, IIOHSB, YTO MOZXKET CTAaTh TOJIBKO XyXKe€.

WKKUHT eIé pa3 HeOpexkHO TOJIKHYI CMOpKasy, a MOTOM, HEMHOTO OTOLIEN Ha3af. I10IyapaKoHEL
B3[IOXHYJIU C 00JIeTYeHNEeM, OHU HE MOTJIM CMOTPETh Ha MCTEKAIIIEero KPOBbIO U C BHIBEPHYTON HOTOM
Y CJIOMAaHHOM PYKOM Y2KaCHOTO YyHOOBHUIIA. TOT eJIe CIIBIIIIHO BCXJIMITRIBAJI, IIPOCS MTOIIAIEL. ..

OpHako, 3akaH4yuBaTh UKKUHT He cobuparncs. OH u3gan HETPOMKUY IPaKOHUM T'OTOT U TYT XKe Ha
nyoimanky npusemnuicst Ckpumi. OH KuBHYNT UKKUHTY, YTO OTOIIEN Ha3a[d U CKPECTHUI Ha TPYAH, C
PABHOOYIIHEIM BUIOM CMOTPS Ha 00e300pakeHHOe Teslo BCE elré KuBoro CMopKassl. CKpUILI
TIepeBENT B3TJISA roNTyObIX I'7la3 Ha Ky3eHa U HEIPUSITHO CKPUBUJICS B ocKasie. OH MOMHSII TOJIOBY K
HeOy ¥ TPOMKO 3apkidan. Ero Teno okyranu MOnIHUY, U ¢ Heba Mockinanuch 6entie UCKphl. OHU TO
Iponajaay, TO UCUe3alu, yOapss B pa3Hble MecTa. Teneps 1o Teny CKpuiia niascanu MonHuu. OHU
XUIIHO IITUIIEeNH, B TaKT CBOEMY Bllafesbily. CKPUIII HallpaBUI OOHY U3 MOIHUY psigoM co CMopKasoin
¥ TOT, e[IBa MOJIHUS yIapuia, IepeBepHyJIcs Ha 60K, CKyJIs, KaK IeHOK U MCTeKas KPOBbio. PEOpa
OBLITH CJIOMaHBI, TUII0 OBITIO XOTh M MeHee KPOBOTOYallee, HO Koe-Tfe BCE-TaKy BUAHEINCEH ITOPE3H.
Opexpa BCS M30ApaHa U B KPOBHU. JIMMIKOM, BI3KOM 1 0ArpoBOM, ITOYTH YEPHOM, KaK CEepAIle
CMOpKaJHL...

Haxkowell, 0TOaB IpyUKa3 3aKOHUKUTh, UKKUHT mpoBoauia CKpuilia HEMHOTO 3alyMYUBEIM B3TTISIIOM.
OH Me[JIeHHO MOOOLIEN K Ky3eHY, TYT Ke OKPYTIUBIIEMY rjla3a ¥ OTYasSHHO 3aMOTaBILIEMY T'OJIOBOH,
He XOTs, YTOOBI 3TO IPOHOJIKUIOCh. Dypus ycMmexuynack. OH gocTan U3 KapMaHa (HIaKOHYUK
CHUHEBATO-KPACHOW XUIKOCTHU U, IIPUCEB Ha KOPTOYKHY, MOMHEC K JIUITY Ky3eHa.

— H-He HHapOo!.. — 3anumamo yKaCHOe YyNOBHUIIE ¥ MOIBITAIOCh OTIOI3TH OT 00€3yMEeBIIET0
Ky3eHa. TOT yCMeXHYJICs, SIBHO TOBOJIBHEIN peaKIiel, HO He CHUMAas XOJIOJHYI0 MacKy C JIUIla, BHOBb
OJHEC KO PTY CMOpPKaJIHl y2Ke OTKYIIOPeHHBIN (DITaKOHYHUK U, TETKUM [IBUKEHNEM HaflaBUB Ha
10g0OPOIOK, TeM CAMBIM 3aCTAaBUB OTKPHITH POT, BIIMJI HETIOHSITHYIO cyOcTaHIKMo0. CMOpKaia
3aKallljIsl, HO OTBpAIlleHus He M04YyBCTBOBal. Kak ke Tak? fn ke momxkeH xkeub?! ITocMOTpeB Ha
yxmubisionerocs 6patia, CMmopkaa cxkascst. OH ObI BCE 0T/Ias UL Obl He OBITH 3IECh C 3TUM
IICHXOBAHHEBIM. ..

— Iymaelnsb, g Baun Tebe an? — ycMexHyncs MKKUHT, BcTaBasi. B ero HekKorma paBHOAYIIHBIX TTa3ax
3amisicany BeCeble, X0Th 1 HEMHOT'0 HacMexaloIuecss oroHbKU. OH BHOBB YJILIOHYJICSI, HEMHOTO
TTOKa3bIBasl KOHYMKHU KITHIKOB, YBUOEB, KaK mobenerno nuio Ky3eHa. — O, HeT, omubaemnises. A Ha
Te0s TPATUTh — JIKIIH 3PS PACXOOOBATh €T0, @ 3TO OOBIYHBIM ITUKCUD, TOMOTAIOIINM 3aTATUBATh
OoOBICTPee PaHBI, — OH CKYYalOIINM B3TISII0M 00BEJT 3aCOXIIYI0 KPOBb Ha OfeXK[le IBOIOPOIHOTO



Opara.

CMopKaJia II0YyBCTBOBAJI HETIPUSITHOE XKXKeHHe U 3y[ B KoxkKe, I'ie ObIIH paHbl. [1oy4aeTcs, OH He
ob6manyn. Ho 3auem emy 370 menath? YTo OH 3agyMarn?

C0BHO IIOHSB, 0 UEM fyMaeT OpioHeT, MKKUHT yCMEeXHYIICS.

— 4 He Takoe yynoBHIle, KakK Th, CMopKasa. 1 mor 05l TeOs yOUTH, HO ITOKa paHo. [la U OTI[a TBOETO
JKaNKo, — OH OPOCHUJ CKyYalOIIU¥ B3TJISIA B CTOPOHY mobesneBiero CiaoHsIBOr0. TOT ¢ y2KacoM TIisaen
Ha CBOETO ChIHA U, TIEPEBOMs B3TJISAM, C OTBpAIlleHHeM CMOTpesn Ha MKkuHTra. TOT JIHIb 3aKaTUII
r71a3a, OCKanuB Kbk, — Hy, a Temepb, — OH PE3K0O 0KA3aJICS PSIOM U, CXBAaTUB TOTO 3a IIEl0,
TIOMHSIJT HaJl CaMoy 3eMJIEH, mpubIuxKas K CBOeMy JUIly. — Thl HUKOTa MHe He HpaBHIICH,
CMopKasa, — X0JI0IHO IIPOM3HEC OH, OMHUMHU JIMIIE I'JIa3a MeTasl MOJIHUHU. — TBOM IMOCTOSTHHEIE
3aUpaHus ¥ MPUIUPKYU, U30KMeHus, — I0CJIeHee OH IPOLIUIIeNI, CU/IbHee COABIMBAs KOT'TSIMHU IIIeT0
OpaTa — HO BCeMy IPUXOOUT KoHell, OpaTell. — OH 37100HO YXMBIJTBHYJICS, @ B €r0 I'JIa3ax 3alljiscaliu
yepTeHsaTa. — U aToMy TOXKe...

— A Temnepb CMOTPUTE, YTO OYIET C KaXKOBIM, KTO IIOCMEET BCTATh Ha IIyTH ¥ MEeHS U MOUX OpaTa u
CECTPHI, — 00paTUJICS OH K HaXMYPHUBUIUMCS BUKUHTaM. Te oOpaTunucek B cinyx. — Kaxmbi, 6yab oH
PeOEHOK, B3POCTIBIN UITA CTAPUK — MX IIOCTUTHET 3Ta XK€ y4aCTh. — OH 37100HO YXMBITbHYJICS.

OH IOBEPHYJI r0JIOBY K IIPUTUXIIEMY U UCIyraHHOMY CMOpKaJe, TOT BXKaJl T'0JIOBY B IUIEUH U
VICIIYTaHHO CMOTpeJl Ha ¢ypuio. [llaTeH MuIIb YyCMEXHYJICS YTOIKOM PTa, a IIOTOM, Pe3K0 HaKJIOHUB
pyKoii meto CMOpKay, yKyCHJI TOTO OCTPLIMY, CJIOBHO JIe3BUEe KMHXKaJla, KJIbIKaMu. ..

OxkpyrnuB rnasa u GemeHo 3aBonuB, CMOpKaJja MPUHSIICS BLHIPHIBATHCS U3 XBaTKU MKKuHTa. Ero Teno
BOPYT poOparna afickas 607b, BCE CKaJOCh, a KPOBb, Ka3al0Ch OTXJIBIHYIA. Bce KOHEYHOCTH CBEJIO, a
KOXKY, Ka3aJioch, 000KTJIa JlaBa TPOMMETIA. ..

Ero Koxa CTajna y»KaCHO ropsiye ¥ MOKpacHesla, Ha JIWIe BHICTYIIHII MTOT, IPaBaa, YEPHHIH, I'Ia3a
OKPYTJIMITUCH U TOPEH 6€3yMHEIM OTOHBKOM, afCKOM GOIIH. ..

Croko#HO oTIycTUB CMOpKay, KOTOPHIH GeIIeHo BOIU, METAsICh 110 aJIoMy MOy apeHsl, UKKWHT
CJIerKa OTOIIEN B CTOPOHKY.



— HukTo He cMeeT 6pocaTth Bh30B [IpuHIly THMEL..¥* — IPOIIKUIIEN OH, OTXOMS B TeHb M MT'HOBEHHO
IIePEeBOIJIOIIASCH B YTOJIbHO-YEPHOT0 APaKOHA, C ajbiMu rila3aMu. OH B3/I€TEeJl BBEPX U CKPHIICS,
OCTaBIISS OlllapallleHHBIX BUKWUHTOB CMOTPETh TO Ha KOPYHUBIIETOCS U PEIKO BOCIIIaMEHSIOMIET0Cs
CMopkarny, 6ellleHO BOMSIIEro, TO Ha YEPHYIO ABIMKY, OCTaBJIEHHYIO IIOCJIE CTPAHHOT'O ChIHA BOXK[IS.
BrIBIIETO CBIHA BOXK[A.

CTouK yIuUBIIEHHO CMOTpeJl B He6o, 6yTO cTapasiCh BEICMOTPETD yIIeTEBLIET0 U3THAHHUKA. 14,
n3rHaHHuKa. CTOUK HaxXMypHUJICS U KUBHYI caM cebe. OH GoJbllle eMy He CHIH, Tak Xe, Kak u MHra ¢
Wurpupom... Ho, a 6b11 1 OHU €My IeTbMU? MOXKET, OH CIIMIIKOM CTPOTO K HUM OoTHECCS? Hert!
OmnpemenéxHHoO, 30eCh YTO-TO HE TaK. 3[IeCh YTO-TO UJIM, TOUHEE, KTO-TO 3aMelaH... Ho kTto? OH
IOJIZKEH Y3HaThb, KTO IIEPEBEN €ro IeTel Ha TEMHYIO CTOPOHY...

Ho opmxo 651710 cTpanHo, mogyMasn CTOMK, B 3aAyMYUBOCTHA CMOTPS Ha HeGO0 U pa3riaxkuBas
IyLUIMCTyI0 60pony, rna3a MKKUHTA... OHU ObLIM anbiMU... Ho maxke B mpucTyte 6elleHCTBa Y
CUTBHEHIINX MOJTyIPAaKOHOB — [Ia UTO TaM, flaXke y MOy ofei! — ria3a He UMeI0T CBOMCTBO
npuoOpeTaTh ajblif OTTEHOK. HO YTO OH rOBOPHUIJI PO MPHHIIA... fa JagHO, BUAUMO, IOUTyTHII. Bems,
KaK CTOMK ITOHSJI, OH eQUHCTBEHHBIN PACCIIBIIIA IOCIeIHE CIOBA CHL... M3THAHHUKA. JIydlle, He
CTOHUT Ha 9TOM 3aIlUKIIUBATHCS.

— Boxpp, Bac 30BET CMopKasna, — CTOMK BHIHBIPHYJ M3 Pa3MBIIIJIEHUH, TIOHSB, YTO Celyac JTydIle
BCEro MOMOYb CBOEMY IJIEMSHHUKY.

«W egUHCTBEHHOMY HACJIEIHUKY» — IIPOMEJIbKHYJIa MEIC/Ib B TOJIOBE Y BOXK/S, U TOT, HEXOTS,
IpU3HA 3T0. [la, HEPOCTO eMy Oyaer...

Korpa Boxpp yxke nopomen K CMopKasie, TOTO yKe YHOCUTIY IBOe MYCKYJIUCTBIX ¥ MpayHBEIX BOMHOB.
YkacHoOe 4ynoBuUIle BEIIISAAEN0 XKajlko — O/1efHOe, CII0BHO IIOJIOTHO JIULIO, HEPaBHOMEDHbIE YEePHEIE
KalleJIbKY [10Ta ¥ IIOKPaCHeBINas B HEKOTOPHEIX MeCTaX KoXka, HO caMoe rlIaBHOe — ria3a. OHu
OBLTIY... He XXUBHIe, YTO K. XOTS, BIPOYEM, B CIEAYIOUIyI0 CEKYHAY, OHU CTalu OOBIYHEL, YyTh
TIOJTyOPaKOH YBULEN AAMIO0.



— BoxXpp... s KX-KX... XOTeJI CKa3aTk... YTO 3HAI0 K0e-4To 00, KX... UKKUHTe U... OCTaIbHBIX, — Ha
3TOM MOMeHTe CTOUK IIPUCIYIIAJICS ¥ KUBHYJI, faBas IOHSTh, YTO TOT MOXKET IIPOA0IKaTh. HeMHOTO
OTKAIUISIBIINCH OT KPOBHU, Y2KaCHOE Yy[OBUIIE IPOIOJIXKUIIO, CJIeTKa 3alUHasiCh — OHU MOPYKUIUCDH
C TIOJIYJIIONbMU ¥ BUAMMO, OHU U TIOCTTYKUJIM U3MEHEHUIO UX XapakTepa. — KOHe4Ho, CMOpKaJia Tak
He ayMmas. Ho HyHO Obls10 yOeOUTh BOXKIS, U KaXKeTCs, Y HeTr0 3TO IOJyYUIIOCh.

— Xopotio, s Te0s Beicayman. Y ma, — oH o6paTun cBoi B3rnsan Ha CMopkany — UKkuHT, MHra
WHrpupg usroHsATCS U3 Hallero mieMeHn. — CMoOpKaia IMKOBall OT PagoCTH. B ero rima3ax
IIPOMEJIBKHYIIO0 37T00HOE YIOBIETBOPEHHe, U JINIIO0 YKPacuilia HaxalbHas yiaei0ouka. [1a, HAaKOHEeI-To!
On n306aBUICS OT 9TUX HECHOCHEBIX XenmoKoB! XOTh ¥ TAaKOU IIEHOH. ..

— IIpoury BHUMaHUS, — FapKHYJT BOXKIb HA BCIO apeHy. Bce IPUTUXIIH, @ BOXK/b, IPYCTHO OTJISTHYB
BCEX YKACHO HAIyraHHHIX BUKUHTOB, TPOMOJIKHUI. B €ro B3rise 3acThlyIa CKOPOb, ¥ TeTleph HUUTO
He CMOXKeT yOpaTh e€ oTTyza. Temneps, OH OOJIbIIE He CMOXKET YBUETh CBOUX JIeTeH... A neTel nu?
— MOH... [ETU U3TOHSIOTCS U3 IJIEMEHH, ¥ TI03TOMY, CIIeIYIOIIMM HaCJIeIHUKOM CTaHeT... CMopKaa
MopreHcoH, Kak MO 6JIMKHUH POICTBEHHUK! — BUKMHIY 3aXJI0NaIH, TOPAO 3apaBIIeMy TOJIOBY
TIOJTyIPAKOH, YTO TYT 2Ke IIPHUHSII 00paTHOe TOJI0KEHHe, C TUXUM «Ai!», Illeto HEMMOBEPHO XKTIJI0, U
KpoBb OyATO Oypiuia B TOM MeCTe... rie MKKUHT ero yKycut!

CMmopKarta omycTUs BOPOT 60pmoBOH pyOallKy 1 JIETOHLKO OOTPOHYJICS [0 TOTO MecTa. OH
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI UTO-TO IlIepPIIaBOe U TBEPHOE, COBEPIIEHHO He 1M0X0xkKe Ha yKyc! OH B UCITyTe OKPYT U
rna3a, 00sICh laXke MPeiCTaBUTh, YTO 3TO MOXKET OBITh!

CTOMK 3aMeTHII IIIOK CBOET'0 HOBOTO IIpeMHNKa U MTHOBEHHO OKa3aJiCA PAOOM.

— Yro cnyuyunocsk? — CMOpKaja CJI0BHO B 3a0BIThE, JIUIIH YKa3al eMy Ha Iei0. CTOUK
HEITIOHMMaAIOIIle TJISTHYJI Ha Hero, HO IOTOM, JIMIIh B3JOXHYB, IIOCMOTPENT Ha €ro IIelo, Ia Tak 1 o6Mep:
Ha IIee IJIEMSHHHAKA KPacoBasoch KieiMo. YEPHOe, TTOKPHITOE YelllyEN U HeMHOTO BUOPUPYIOIIee OT
HepaBHeW Oomu. KieiiMo ObLIO B BUe YEPHOTO TyMaHa, YTO OKPYyKaJj YyroJIbHO-Y4EPHOT0 ApaKoHa C
aJI0-3eJIEHFIMU TTIa3aMy, Ha 3aiHeM ¢oHe OBIIO elre iBa ApaKoHa, eperieTalollre XBOCTEL U
CKJIOHSIIOIIINE TOJIOBEI ITepef] 3TUM CaMbIM OPAKOHOM. A OH OYITO CMOTPEN B CaMyI0 AYIIY...
3arnapbiBai Tyna, KOmaJcs U B KOHIlE, [ocTaBasl e€... Ha caMoM 3aiHeM IjlaHe BUHEJICS 3aMOK, B
TOH OPAKOHY U TyMaHy. TaKo# e MpPAyHHIi ¥ C MHOXKECTBOM OarrieH. OH BCEJIST CTPAxX, HO TaKXKe
3aKpajibIBaJICS UHTEPEC K CTOJIb BEJTUKOJIEITHOMY IIOCTPOEHHUIO. ..



U BCE 3TO0 OBIIO OTHEIAaHO HAaCTOJIBKO YETKO U MEJKO, uTo CTouK nmomuBuiics! YTo xKe yaamoch
BEITEpPIIETh CMOpKAJIe U YTO Ke 9TO TAKOe...

— JlagHO, TOTOM C 9TUM pa30epéMcst, — OPOCUIT OH IIJIEMSIHHUKY, TPeXae YeM YUTH, KaK BOPYT
OCTaHOBUJICS, KaK 'POMOM TOpaxKeHHBIU. — [locToii!!!

MyX4YUHBI 0CTaHOBUIMCH, ¥ CTOMK CMOT moabexkaTh K MJIeMSHHUKY, 1abbl IPOBEPUTH CBOIO
moragky... JIumb Ovl 3TO Oblyia HempaBspa... JIuiib Ol OH OmuOCs... ITOTO MY €Il He Hafo... A

BOPYT?..

OH OTOépHYT BOPOTHHUK U OCMOTPEJ 3a[iHIOK0 CTOPOHY e CMopKassl. OH IPHUILYPUIICS U BOPYT B
yXace OKpyriun rina3a. Huuero Het. IycTo.

HHU-YE-T'O!

CTOUK yOUBIIEHHO BO33PUIICS Ha MyCTOe MecTo Ha Inee. Kak Takoe MoxkeT ObITh... Henb3g yOpaTsh
3HaK IJIeMeHU, flaXe Marus TyT He IOMOIIHUK. UTo XKe chesnan TOT YeoBeK, YToOwl yOpaTh 3Hak. OH
Ha MIHOBEHMe OTBEPHYJICS, Pa3fyMbIBas Hafl 4eM-TO, HO 00€pHYBIINCH, €T0 KAaJ ellé 00 IbIui
ctoprpu3. Kneiimo, 4To nosBunochk y CMOpPKaJkbl IOCNIE YKyca, IOSIBUIOCH Ha MecTe 3Haka Omyxa,
XOTS HET, 4yTh-4yTh IT00Aasb. KnelMo HaXxoounoch 4yTh C3a0y JIEBOT0 Haanneubs. OHO HATIO
KpacoBajoCh ¥, APaKOH, HEKOrja CMOTPSALINY IPSMO B AYIILY, Tellepb HaXaJbHO YXMBUIAJICS U
HaTJIIIHO [T0KA3kIBaJl BCIO OECIIOMOIIHOCTD BOXKIS. ..

— JlagHo, TOTOM C 9THM pa30epéMcsi, — PSIBKHYI 0003/1€HHbIH CTOUK U KeCTOM Bejiel OTHECTH
nneMsHHUKA K ['oTTu. OH B 3aAyMYHUBOCTH OTJISIAEJICS II0 CTOPOHAM U, TPYCTHO PA3MBIIIISAS 0 YEM-TO,
TIOTJIaf¥II CBOIO O6pony. — Hamo 6ymeT oTpaBUTh OTPSIM B JI€C... TaM HaBEPHSIKA OCTAIUCh T
TIOJTYJIIONM. .. Sl OTOMIIY MM 3a MOUX [eTel! — OH YCMEeXHYJICS U, TIOBePHYBIIUCH K [IneBake, oTaan
IPUKA3.



— CobOupaeM OTpsim ¥ UAEM B JIEC.

— Ho, Crouk, 3auem? HaM Befib e111é HY?KHO TOTOBUTLCS K CETOHSIIHEH HOUM. A coOpaTh OTpsia —
Iesno moinroe. BRIXOOUTh MPUOETCS PAHO, a 0 HOYM MBI CMOXKEM He YCIIeThb... — BO3pa3u’ [1neBaka,
3aqyMYMBO YCTPEMIISS B3TJISIM CEPHIX I'JIa3 Ha COJIHIIE.

— 4 ckazan BerxoguM! A MOMX IPUKA30B 51 COBETYIO TeOe He ocnmyumBaThcsa! — PsaBkHyn CTOUK
pa3npaxEeHHo, yxons cobupath oTpaabl. IIneBaka B3noxHyn. OH IIOCMOTPENT HA TO MECTO, I'Tie
CKphUICA B HeOe VMKKUHT ¥ 3agyMUUBO NIPOIIENTall.

— OT0 1J10X0 KOHUUTCH... To, YTO CIIydusioch ¢ MKKUHTOM CHeJajo ero ONACHBIM, U JIy4Ille ero He
3muTk... Ho Crouk... Ox, ga Hy ux Bcex! — 00MKeHHO BOCKINKHY [IneBaka 1, mepedupasi CTapbiM
IEePEeBSHHBIM IIPOTE30M, MIOIIEN BCIEN 3@ BOXKAEM, B €T0 XUKUHY.

)%k

B oBpare.

YronbHO-4EPHBIN IPAKOH MPU3EMIIUIICS Ha Oeper mepen 03epoM U MI'HOBEHHO II€PEBOIIJIOTUIICS B
yeJioBeKa, He 3a0bIB yOpaTh ApakoHbY aTpuOyTHL. [llaTeH paBHOAYIIHBIM B3TJISIOOM OTJISIAEN OBpar H,
YBUJIEB XKIOYLUIUX €T0 I0Jyofei u 6paTa ¢ ceCTpoy, HampaBuicsd K HuM. OH BCTaJl OKOJIO IepeBa,
00JIOKOTHUBINKCH HAa HETO ¥ CKPECTHUB PYKHU Ha I'PYAU, IPUHSIICS U3y4aTh CKY4alOIIUM B3TJISTIOM aJTbIx
r71a3 C 3eJIEHBIMU MTPOKUIIKAMY CUOSIINX B KPYTe OPy3ei.



— XKpanu MeHs? — cUASIIME K eMy CIIMHOU MOJTYJTIONK B3OPOTHYIN ¥ 00ePHYIHUCH Ha XOJIOMHBIH
rojioc obnagaTtesns. YEPHOBOJIOCHH MapeHb, YBUAEB ONEXKAY U I'la3a MKKUHTa HEJOBOJIHO LIOKHYII
SI3BIKOM.

— Bcé-Taku pazobpacs ¢ opreHcoHoM?

— Jla, — 6e33MOIMOHAIBHO OTBETUJI MY IIaTeH, He CHUMas MacKy 6e3pa3nuyud C numna. — ToT
TIOJTyYUJI BaXKHBEIN YPOK, KOTOPHIHM He 3a0yeT.

— Bpat, — po6ko cnpocuna Mura, nopxons 6nuxe K UKKUHTY U KJIafs PyKy eMy Ha IJ1e40, TOT
3aMeTHO HAIpPATCs U HEMHOTO Cy3WJI 3padykH, BIIPOYeM, Cpa3y Ke YCIOKOUBIIKACh. — YTO TH chenan
co CMopKaJoi u nodyemy Ha Tebe... KPOBb?

— Ionro o6BACHATH, — OH yOpas PyKu C TPYOU U OTIIEN YyTh JaJibllle, CMOTPS Ha CcomHIle. — U 9To
BEI TEIlEepPh IIpefiaraeTe genath? Bac ckopo 6yayT UCKaTh, caM CIIBIIIA.

— A MBI TO gyManu, 4To 9T0 Hailla HouHas Oypus Tak OO0 3aepKUBaeTCs, — YCMEXHYJIICS
CeHnpgoM, BIpoyeM, TYT XKe 3aM0JI4asl, II0JIy4YuB Ipeaynpexaaniu B3rian or Maru. — [la nagHo,
nagHo... Hy, He 3Ha10. MoxeT be33yOuK MpeaokuT YTo-HuOyah?

Hounas ®Oypust MATKO BCTajla U MOAOIIA K MKKUHTY, ToXKe Habmogas 3a CBETUIIOM.

CKOpO HACTYIHUT HOYb, U MossBUTCS CepebpsiHas JIyHa...

— EcTb ogHa upmedka... — HEXOTS MPOTSHYI OH. — MBI I006eIany POOUTENISIM BePHYTHCS, KaK
TOJIbKO 3aKOHYHUTCH Ballle npespaiienue. Ho... [IoCKOIbKY BH CTanld U3THAaHHUKaMU, MOXKET,
TIOJIETUTE C HAaMU? — OH B HajexXje IocMoTpel Ha MkkuHTra. ToT 3amyM4YuBO u3ydas Hebo,



BCMATPHUBAACE U IIBITASACh HaWTH MeJIKHe 3Bé3I[0‘-IKI/I " Hy'Hy, YTO CKOPO CKOPO BCTYIIUT B CBOU
BJIagEeHU. BTEIHYB HOCOM 3amnax, MKKUHT MOJIBUIL.

— V Hac ecTh YeTHIpe Yaca [0 TPUOLITUS BUKWMHTOB U CTOJIBKO JKe 10 Havaja Houu. Ecnu Ml He
pelIuM cervac, To, BOSMOXKHO, BUKUHTY OPOCSATCS 3a HAMH B CyrOH***, A 3TOro HaMm He Haflo, — OH
BLIMY4YE€HHO B3[[OXHYJI, IPUIIOMUHAs CEeTOOHAIIHUY feHb. — He X04eTcs ele XKeprs...

— 3HayuT, BB C HAMU? — C Hapexkpou cinpocun CeHoM, MeIbKOM MOTisSAbsiBas Ha MHTYy.

VkkuHTr KUBHYIN. ViHra 1 MHTpUA neperyisgHyIuch U ToXe KUBHYNU. Be33yOuK 00JIerd€HHO B3MOXHYI.

— Ho kyma mbI nonetTuM? — crpocuna Uura, riaps B rina3a be3sy6uka. ToT HEMHOTO TIogyMal |,
HaKOHeI], OTBETHUJI, CTapasiCh YHATh BOJIHEHUE B TOJIOCe.

— 4 gymaio K Moeii... TéTe. — [IOHSB, YTO HUKTO He MIOHKWMAET, OH 00BSICHUI: — HY, TO €CTb,
Kpacuou CmepTH...

9T0 0Ka3asoch MIOKOM faxe [t UKKUHTa, MUTOM ITOTEPSIBIIET0 CBOE PABHOAYIINE U
TIOCMOTPEBIIIETO Ha HET'O C HEMBIM BOIIPOCOM BO B3TJIAfe. YBUIEB, Kakoi Gypop OH IPOU3BET,
Be33ybuk ycMexHyIICs.

— TBos TéTa — KpacHasgs CMepTh? — YEPHOBOJIOCHY KUBHYJI, — 9Ta TPUALIATA METPOBAs
rpoMmaguHa?! U3peBaemncsa?!. — yrounun MHrpum.



— Mexny nmpouuM, — 00MKeHHO OYPKHYI monmydenoBek. — Korma oHa He B 0671M4re JpakoHa, TO
O4YeHb HaXKe Kpacuaa...

— JlagHo, OpyT, MBI TOHSIIA, — MIPUMHPHUTENIEHO coobmrun CeHnoM, HEMHOTO OlllapalleHHBIM
B3TJISIIOM OCMATPUBasi QypPHIO U IBITASICh IOHSTh, €CTh JIU Y HET'0 CX0XKECTh C ero «TéTei». — Ho
MaBal-Ka MBI JIy4Ille KyJa-HuOyob B JPyroe MecTo IOJIETUM, a TO BAPYT Hac OyayT OTIPaBIAThH
OCTPOBA TPaOUTE... OISITh...

— Hy u napiHO, — BKOHeI] 00ufiescs mapeHb U cenl 00paTHO, HaAyB I'yOKHM ¥ HaXxMypuB OPOBH.

— Ipennaraio OTIPaBUTHCSA KO MHe, — Tipeasioxkuia Mckpa, oomMeHsBImcs: ¢ CEHIOMOM U
VKKWHTOM, CEBIINM PAAOM C HUMHU B3rIsigaMu. — { gymar, CMyThbsIH pa3peluT.

— Tl yBepeHa, 4TO TBOU OTel] He 6yeT MPOTHB? — HENOBEPUYUBO crpocuy CeH0M, TOI03PUTEIIbHO
courypuBas riasa. — OH B IPOLIIEIM pa3 UyTh I He 3aTO4YMUI Hac ¢ be33zy6om B mén. Xopo1io, YTo
MO¥ OTel] BOBPEMS IOSBUIICS, 00BSICHUB, KTO MEl. — Be33yOuK KUBHYJI, MOATBEPKAAs, YTO 3TO
npaBaa. A XemgoKu ¢ paCKPHITBIMU PTaMHU CIIyIIAIU MX, T0Ka HaKoHeI] MHIpuj He BRITEepIIe].

— Taxk, g Tak MOHMMAl0, BH HaM YTO-TO He IoroBapuBaeTe?! — IONIyIIOfKU BMUT 3aMOJIKJTU U
ITIOCMOTpPEINH Ha Xe[ITOKOB, KOTOPHIe OOUHAKOBO HETEPIEIUBO CMOTPENH Ha HUX. XOTb ONWH U3 HUX
P 9TOM ¥ Ka3aJICs HEMHOT'O PAaBHOAYIIHEIM. ..

— Hy ma, ecTh Takoe... — mpo6opMmoTana Mickpa, HO YEPHOBOIOCYIO YCIIbILIIAIH.

— ME&I BaM pacckaxeM IIOTOM, KOTfa MpuIeTuM K Fckpe B o0uTesns, — cooburun be33youk, yBoms
B3IJISII, YTOOBI He BUAETDH TPH MApPhl 9TUX MIPOH3UTEBHAIX T'1a3. XeIOOK! B3OOXHYIIH, HY pa3 YK OHU
noo6eliaay UM paccka3aTh BCE ITOTOM, TO JafHo. OHU noTepnsaT. — XoTs... BCE &Ke Koe-4To MBI BaM



MOZKEM pacCCKa3dTh, HO... B 3TOM MBI HE YBEPEHEI.

— Hy u 4TO XKe? — HMura IIpOBEJia B3TIAO0M II0 HAXMYPHUBIIEMCA IIOJIYTIOOAM. Te IeperisaabiBalIuCh
1 OBIIIO IIOHATHO, 9YTO T€ OAYMAIOT, a CTOUT JIM UM FOBOpI/ITB?

— Her, s cmpomry y oTiia, BO3MOXKHO, OH YTO-TO 3HaeT, — McKpa TpebGoBaTeIbHO IMOCMOTPENIa Ha
YEPHOBOJIOCOTO TI0JTy4esioBeKa. TOT TPyCTHO B3[OXHYJI, HO KUBHYJI, IOATBepxkaas. — JIagHo, a
Terneps, OyeM JAyMarh...

— Yrto nenath? — ycMexHyscsa UKKuHT, yragas Meiciiu CKkpuiiia. Ta KUBHYJIA, MEJIBKOM
pasrnsgbiBasi ero. Ero ritasa mocTeneHHo nmpuodpeTany 0ORYHBIN OTTEHOK, U JIUIIL KOe-TIOe OCTaIUCh
aJible UCKOPKH, KJIBIKK OH yOpas, Ia ¥ KOT'TH TOXKe, KaK U OCTa/lbHble APakoHbU aTpuOyTH. Hy ma
JIQHO, TIOTOM HAYYHUTCS OCTABJISAThH MX... — MBI YIETUM, KOTHA Clofia MpubyayT OPpaKOHB — BUKHUHTH
M3-3a HUX CIOfla BPS[ JIX CYHYTCS, HY, @ €CJIU U NpUAyT... Ha apeHe eCTh KJIETKH C MOTYTIOAbMI —
MOXKHO He3aMeTHO ITPo0paThCs TyHda U 0CBOOOAUTH UX, BOT U OYAYT COI03HUKAMMU...

— A notoMm ynetuMm! — nogpepxkan upeto Murpun. — OtnuuHas upes, 6par!

— Cnacubo, Uarpup, — yneibHyncs UKKUHT, U B €ro rj1a3aX OKOHYATe/IbHO MIPOTIajIy ajible MCKOPKH.
910 3ameTuny nonymonu. OHU TOHMUMAIOIIE TEePETISHYINCh U KUBHYIIU OPYT APYTY.

— 3HaAYUT IIJIaH TaKoB, — Be33y0uK 3aroBOPIIULIKY HaKJIOHUJICS K 3eMJie, ¥ OCTaJIbHbIe TI0CTIel0Ball
ero MpuUMepPy, — IMOCKOJIbKY, BaM JIy4Ille TUIITHUI pa3 He COBAThCS B IEPEBHIO, HO IPYrOro BapuaHTa
HeT, To g1, CeHpoM u MHra, moiayT Tyga He3aMeTHO U BHICBOOOAAT nomymoned... A Ukkuur, UHTpUA
1 McKpa oCTaHyTCS 3[eCh CTOPOXKUTH OBpaAr 40 Hallero mpuObITUS U cOOMPATh HaIIK
HEMHOTOYMCJIEHHbIe Bellld. MbI TocTapaeMcs cliefiaTh BCE OBICTPO M He3aMeTHO. HaMm HyKHO
IpuMepHO... Yac — MeHblle — Oonbine. Hy Tak 4To, COT/IacHE? — OH BBHIIPSIMUJIICS ¥ IIPOTSHYI ONHY
PYKY B IIEHTP, JTaJOHbIO BHU3.



— BceM nonsTen nnaH Be33ybuka? — ¢ exupien cipocuiia MHra u cpa3y ke I0JI0KuIa CBOIO
TIafIOHb.

— Bectumo, Mnra, Bectumo** — Mckpa ycMexHynach U IIocjiefjoBaia e€ mpumepy, Uurpun u
CeHIOM TOXKe TIOJIOXKUIIA PYKU B IIEHTP, U Telepb BCe 0XHUAalolle cMOTpenu Ha MkkuHra. ToT
YIIBIOHYJICS OPY3bSIM U IOJIOXKUII JIaJOHb.

OHu BeceJio IPOKpUYaIy CYUTANIKY U pa30pBaid KONbIIO, PafOCTHO CMesich. A UKKUHT BCE oyMall,
KaK 7Ke XOpOIlI0 UMEeTh TaKUX APy3€eH, KaK IOJyTIOfH. ..
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