B Cpennue Beka He00 HUYEM He 3aTrPsI3HIIOCh. B xopoimyio morony, B 6e300/1auHyi0 HOYb, Ha HeOe
OBLLIIO MHOT'O 3Be3[.

B sTot rnepuon OBIJIO OYEeHb MaJio OOJIBIITNX TOpPOOoOB, IIO3TOMY, KPOME JIYHBEI X 3BE3[I, Ha HeOe OBIJIO He
TdK MHOTI'O CBETAIIIUXCA 00BEKTOB.

ManeHbKUH CTAapUK B YePHOM OflesTHUH, epKa B JIeBOM pyKe IaJIKy U3 MepPTBOTO epeBa, MemJIeHHO
ITIeJ1 110 TaHUYECKOMY IT0JII0 B TEMHOM HOYM IIIar 3a IIaroM.

BpemMs oT BpeMeHu OH CMOTPe Ha He60 ¢ HeCKOJIbKO OOUHOKKUM BhEIPazKeHHUeM JIKIla, IOTOM CHOBA
CMOTpEJT Ha 3eMJTI0, Ha HEKOTOPOe BPeMs OIelIeHeB, a 3aTeM IIPOO0JIzKal UATHU BIEPeN 1Iar 3a
maroM. Ero yepHHIHM xanaT ObIT HafIeT Ha ero TeJo, Kak 0yaTo oH o6pa3oBasics B pe3ynbTaTe cbopa
YEpPHOT0 TyMaHa. ¢ He BUXKY CBOUX HOT, KOTTIa My, CJIOBHO B 9TOH IIyCTHIHE.

OrmykmaeT OOUHOKAS TyIa.

OpuHOKUI, ONUHOKMY - BOT €r0 HEIHEIIHEee COCTOsHMe. M KaX bl pa3, Koraa OH IIPOXOAUII
oTIpefieIeHHOE PAaCCTOSTHUE, YePHAs MaHTHUs, KOTOpas Obl/la KaK YepHHEIM TyMaH Ha ero Tejle,
HEMHOT'0 Cllafiajia, a 3aTeM pacceuBajiach B HOUHOM Hebe. 3aTeM ero pocT cTan 6oyee CyTYJIbIM, a
COCTOsIHUE - 00JIee CTapHIM. Kak OyATo

Ero xxv3HeHHas cuila paccenBallaCbk BMECTE C 3THUMHU PACCEUBAIMUMUCA Y€PHBIMU TyMaHAMHU.

OpHako B onpefieIeHHbIM MOMEHT, KOTla MaJIeHbKUI CTAapHK IIesI BCce BpeMsi, BeCb MUP, Ka3aJioCh,
BHe3amHOo CofporHyscs. 1o KpaiiHell Mepe, MaJIeHbKUM CTapuK, KOTOPBIN IIeJI, TOYYBCTBOBAJI 3TO
JIeTKOe IpoXkKaHMue.

C 3T0i#1 Ip0XKBI0O YEPHBIM TyMaH, KOTOPHIH [0NIkKeH OblJT paccesaThCs, BHE3AIIHO BEPHYJICS K HEMY, U B
TEMHOW HOYM IIOSIBUJIOCH ellfe OOJIbIlle YepPHOT0 TyMaHa, CoOOpaBIIerocsl Ha MajleHbKOM CTapukKe.

Takum o6pa3oM, Uepe3 HeKOTOPOe BpeMsl UepHLEIM TyMaH Ha Tejle MaJleHbKOTO CTapuka
OKOHYAaTeJIbHO 3aTBEPAESI U IPEBPATUIICS B HACTOSIIYI0 YEPHYI0 MaHTH0. OCTabHbIE CTalId HEMHOTO
BBIIIIE, ¥ XOTSI OHU He BBIIIUIM U3 KaTErOPUM MaJIeHbKOTO CTapHKa, 110 KpaHel Mepe, 9T0 ObII
SHEPTrUYHHIM CTapUK, He II0X0XKUY Ha YelloBeKa, KOTOPHI BOT-BOT YMPET.

PaccessHHO 6y1yKmarolas OOWHOKAS OyIIa.

"ITopTan Ha T OTKPHII TPEIuHy!"

"TIpomiio Gosee THICAYM JIET, HO S He OXKU[al, YTO Y MeHs elle OymeT IaHC KUTh".

B3BOJTHOBAHHO CKa3aJl YePHOKYAPHIM CTApUK, U C 3TUM 3BYKOM BEeCh YeJIOBEK IIPEBPATHUIICS B KITyOOK
YepHOI'0 TyMaHa, KOTOPHIH BEICTPEIUII TPSIMO B HEOO, a 3aTeM I0JIeTell Ha I0T.

Ecnu B 3TOT MOMEHT Pell CMOXKeT YBUIETh, KaK JIETUT MaJIeHbKUM CTapUK, OH OyHeT yOuBIIeH:
MMEHHO Tak faBuraiorcs [loxupaTtenu cmepTtu BommemopTa. [IpocTo 3TOT MaJeHbKUE CTapuk Oomee
TAWHCTBEHHBINM U OBLICTPHIM.

HOr - aT0 HampaBieHue, B KOTOPOM PACIIOIokeH 00JbIIon ropon JIOHIOoH.

3aMOK B Topofie IpKO ropuT, HO Ha CTOyYHXEH[XKEe 3a TOPOIOM I'OPUT OOUHOKUY KOCTEDP, KOTOPHIU
0CcO0EeHHO 3aMeTeH B 9Ty TEMHYIO HOYb.



Jleraromuii B HeOe CTapUK C IIE€PBOTO B3rIAAa yBumen Pes, cCUAAIIero nop BalyHOM U Y KOCTpa.
"KoHeuHO, nopTasy HEMHOI'0 IIOYUHUIIN .

"XoTsa (GyHKIUS He 3aBeplleHa, OHa II03BOJISeT MHe IIPOJ0/IKaTh CYyIIeCTBOBaTh". YBUIEB
CroyHXeH[IXK, YepHOpPYOallleYHEIY CTapuK MpobopMoTa Ipo cebs 1 MPru3eMIIUIICS.

EcTecTBeHHO, OH yBU[IEI 3alllUTHOE 3aKlINHaHue cHapyKu CTOyHXeHOXKa. Pel, cugeBuInil y KocTpa
BHYTpH, TaKxke yBumen ero. OQHAKO B TO XKe caMoe BpeMs, Korfa oH Habmroman 3a Peem, 310
3aKIMHAHKUE MPOOYINUII0O B HEM HAaCTOPOXKEHHOCTD.

Peit, cupeBIIuii y KOCTpPa, BOPYT IMOTPOraj TOPsiYyio IIMIIKY Ha Illee, a 3aTeM C HEKOTOPOH
HaCTOPOKEHHOCTHIO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha HOYb 3a IIpefieflaMy 3alllUTHOTO 3aKJIMHAHUS.

"Kakoy 4yBCTBUTEJIbHBINM MasibI!"

B CepfllaxX YAUBUIICS YepHOPYOaIIeYHbIH CTApUK: OH yKe Jo0pasics [0 MecTa 3a IIpefesiaMu
3alUTHOTO 3aK/JIMHAHUSA, Ky[a He MOT TPOHUKHYTh CBET KocTpa. OH CTOsN 37ech, u Pelt y KocTpa He
IOJIKeH OBUI ero BUEeTh, HO faxXe Tak, 9T0 Ipobyauio 6HUTeNTbHOCTE Pes.

Cropripu3sl CIIEN0BAIA OJUH 3a OPYTHM.

Ha nuiie cTapuka mosiBuiach ynbiobka. 3 0MMHOKOTO0 ITpu3paKa, KOTOPHIM BOT-BOT JOJIXKEH OBIJT
paccesdThbCs, OH B OMHO MTHOBEHKE BEPHYJICS B COCTOSIHME CBOOOMHOTO ABUXKEHUS. ITO MOKHO
Ha3BaTh OOJIBINON yOauen.

IpesHuit moptan CTOyHXEH[XKa, XOTS OH 1 He OB IIOJIHOCTHIO BOCCTAHOBJIEH, IIPOCOYMIICS U3 HETO
TEMHOH CHUJION. DTOW TeMHOM CHUJIBI JOCTATOYHO, YTOOH! ITOAIEePKUBATh €TI0 XKU3Hb.

K cuacThio, OH TakxXKe Hallle]l y IIopTajia MaJieHbKOT0 BO/IIIeOHUKA C TEMHOM CHUJIOH, TasIlecs B ero
TeJe.

"HckyleHue XelaHus".

CrapuK B 4epHOU ofexkKae BHYTPEHHE (DBHIPKHYJI, 3aCOXIINY ITI0COX B €T0 JIEBOU PYyKe ClerkKa JApOrHYyII,
Y U3 BEPXYIIKU 3aCOXIIEr0 [I0coXa MOSIBUICA YEePHBEIM TyMaH.

YepHBIM TyMaH cobpasics U, HakKoHell, 06pa30Basl BUXPh, MapSIIAi B BO3OYXeE.
Buxps MenneHHO TPUOIU3UIICS K 3all[UTHOMY 3aKJIMHAHUIO, ¥ TYT Pell yBUeNl YepHOT0 efUHOpOTa.
"Hy-Ka, TOKaXX¥ MHE, MaJIbIIll, YeTo Tl O0JIbIlle BCETO XOUYelllb B JaHHKEINH MOMEHT?"

Crapuk OBl OUYeHb B3BOJIHOBaH, HaOmiomas 3a TEM, KaK BOJIOBOPOT MOIJIETAET K KPalo 3alllUTHOTO
3aK/IMHaHUA. B TO XXe BpeMs OH BUEJ yAUBIIEHNE, IPOSIBUBILIEECS B YOUBIEHHOM BhHIPDaKEHUU JIUIlA
Pest, cupsmero y koctpa. OH He 3HaJ, YTO yBUOeN Pel, HO 3TO onpeeneHHO ObIJIO TO, YTO Peit xoTen
yBUIEThL 60JIbIlIEe BCETO.

06 3TOM MOXKHO CYIUTh TOJILKO I10 BEIPAXKEHUIO JTHUIIA U IeHCTBUSIM Pesi, a TaKkKe 110 COIepKaHuI0
€ro CJIOB.



Ecnu 3mech HET 3allUTHOTO 3aKIMHAaHNS, CTAapPHUK B T-IepHOI‘/JI MaHTHUHU MOZKET HOJI[OfITPI HalIpSAMYVIO,
CXBaTUTh Ped, a 3aTeM IIPUMEHUTh YEPHYIO Malruio, KOTOPpas UIIET IIaMATE.

M3-3a 3aMUTHOTO 3aK/IMHAHUS, KaK OBl OH HA CTPEMMUIICS, BCe MOXKHO CHEJIaTh TOIbKO MEIIEHHO.
"Yepuwid eguHOpPOT!"
[To peaknuu Pest, ctapuk OBICTPO MOHSI, YTO BUAET Peii.

YepHHBIN €QUHOPOT, 3TO 0YEHb PeIKUM BUI, - CTAPUK ITOCMOTPeN Ha CTOYHXEHAXK IOf] 3aIIATHHIM
3aKIMHAHNEM U Ha HEKOTOPOe BPEMS ITOTPY3UIICS B BOCIIOMUHAHUS.

Ecnu y 4epHOTo eMHOPOTa Ha YeTHIPeX KOIKITaX afiCKUil OTOHb, TO 3TO yKe He eIUHOPOT, a IPyroe
3By4HOe UMsi: [I1aMeHHOe KOTIBITO.

OrseHHOe KOIBITO - 3TO ropa, KOTopyo fan emy CataHa, Llapb afa. bojee TeiCcAYY JIET Ha3a[ OH
BBICKOUYMJI U3 3TOro CTOyHXeH/2Ka BePXOM Ha IJIJaMEHHOM KOIIBITE.

"910 ¥** 3amuTHOE MpoKIgTHE!"

CTapuk OYHYJICA OT CBOUX BOCIIOMHMHAHUY U BHIPYrajICsa HU3KUM rojocoM. B 310 Bpems Pelt, KOTOpbIA
TOJIBKO YTO OOCTUT Kpas 3aIllUTHOTO MPOKJIATHUS, TOKe OTCTYIUJI, ¥ B TO K€ BpeMs OH 3HaJ O ero
CyIlleCTBOBaHUU.

"Pa3 TH He OTBeYaellb, Toraa JaBay cuelaeM 3To!"

Pelt cka3an 9T0 0ueHb HEOPEXKHO, OH IIPOCTO XOTEeJT 00MaHYTh JIIOAEM, KOTOPhIe IPSTANIUCE B
TeMHOTe. Ha caMOM fiefie OH COBCEM He YBEPEH, eCTh JIX KTO-TO B 3TOU TEMHOM HOYM, BCE 9TO JIUIIb
€ro IOMBICIIHL.

OmHako mociie 6e3pa3TUYHEIX CI0B Past U3 TEMHOTH NeHCTBUTEILHO BHIIIET YeI0BEK.

CTapuk C CyXOH IMaJIKOX B JIEBOM PYKe, SHEPTUYHBIA CTapUK, POCTOM OKOJIi0 1,6 MeTpa, B 4epHOU
MaHTHUU, IOKPHIBAKOIIEN 3eMIII0. 3a UCKJIIOUEeHUEM JIEBOU PYKU U T'OJIOBEL, JepKallled 3aCOXIINI
II0COX, BCE OCTAJIbHOE ero TeJI0 B YePHOU MaHTHUH.

Peii BUeN, Kak OH MOMOIIEN K eIMHOPOTY ¥ IOTJIafKII er0 M0 POory. EAMHOPOT IOCTYIITHO OTBEPHYJICS
U CITUJICS C HOYBIO.

"Koro-To neucTBUTENIbHO 0OMaHymu!"

Peii cierka HaxMypuCs, CTapUK Iepel HUM BBITJISAEN HeMHOTo oOBYHbEIM. Ho Ha camoMm ferne, s
MOTY [yMaTh 06 3TOM IaJibllaMy HOT, ¥ BHe3aIlHOe IOsBJIeHKEe 3[IeCh HOUbI0 MOXKET 3aCTaBUTh
(dbanpImMBOTO €IUHOPOra MOCIYIIHO YUTH. He mogyMarite, CTO IPOIIEHTOB - HEXOPOIINH YeJI0BeK.

Bornee toro, Peit mo4uyBCTBOBaAJI TEMHYIO Maru4ecKyo CUILy U3 Tejla CTapuKa, KOTopas uMeja TO Xe
IIPOUCXOXKIeHNe, YTO U TBEPALIH 0JI0K, 3alleYaTaHHEIM B €ro Iee.

"3mech O4eHDb XOIOMHO, He TO3BOJINTE JIM BEI MHE BOWTH M PA3BECTH OTOHB?"

CTapuk roBopu, Kak 6ygTo HEMHOT'O HETIPUBBEIYHO, C Y/ILIOKOM Ha JIHIIE.



OpHako, KaK TOJIBKO OH IIPOM3HEC 3T CJI0Ba, Paii 4yTh He pa3pasuics cMexoM. Ho, K c4acThio, OH
CHepxXaJcs U He 3aCMesJICSl, BCEMY YeJIOBEKY ObIIIO HEMHOTO He 110 ce0e, CIIOBHO B KOHBYJIbCHUSX.
[ToToMy 4TO eMy BOPYT BCIIOMHMIACh (ppa3a U3 PpunabMa, KOTOPHIM OH BUAET B CBOEH IIPOIIION
xku3Hu: The Long Night is Long~www.wuxiax.com~ Can I

[To3BonbTe MHE.... "KTO THI?"

CoepxuBas cMex, Pelt cripocun BciyXx. HeBO3MOKHO BIYCTHTh 3TOTO CTAPOT0 Ipu3paka. Peit OblT He
TaK IJIYI, HO eMy He HYXKHO OBIJIO OTKa3bIBaThCS, 110 KpaitHel Mepe, Ob110 OBl 3I0POBO IOMPOCUTD
Oornplie HHGOPMALIUY, TPEKOE YEM OTKA3hIBATHCS.

"Menst 30ByT KapakTakyc Bok, cTpaHCTByIoImuit BojmeOHuK". CTapuk B Y4ePHOM MaHTUM KUBHYIT U
CKasall C yIbIOKOM.

"Bok..."

npobopmoTan Peli, 3T0 UMS He ITPOM3BEJIO Ha HET'0 HU Majieiero Buevatiaenus. OmQHaAKO 3TO,
HECOMHEHHO, NOIXKeH OLITh TEeMHEINA BOJIIIIEOHUK.

Peli, koTopoMy Ha BU[ OBIJIO MEHBIIE IBEHAMLIATH JIET, BHITTISOEN KaK MaJleHbKUM peOeHOK, a CTapukK
no uMmeHu Kapakrtakyc Bok mpe3upan IQ Pes. {1 mymar, 94To OH IPOCTO MaJIeHbKUH BOJIIEOHUK,
KOTOPOT'O OCTaBUJIX 3[eCh B3POCble. YTO KacaeTCs 3TOr0 MOLIHOIO 3alUTHOI0 3aKJIMHAaHU, TO OHO
IOJIKHO OBITH TAKUM K€, KaK U Y HETO.

HanoxxeHHoe B3POCIBIM BOJIIIEOHUKOM U3 3TOM JTUHUM. XOTS OH ¥ BOCCTAHOBHUJI CHUJIEI, YTOORI
BLIXKHUTH, TIEPE[ JIMIIOM TAaKOT'0 MOIITHOTO 3aIlUTHOI0 3aK/JINHAHUS, OH He MOT BOWTH B 3TO MECTO.
ITOTr0 JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI JOKA3aTh, HACKOJIBKO CHJIEH TOT, KTO HAJIOKUII 3alllUTHOE 3aKJIMHAHNE.

PebGeHOK omkeH ObITh 00MaHYT [0 TOT'0, KaK BOMIIEOHKK, HAJTOKUBIINY 3alIUTHOE 3aKJIMHAHUE,
BepHETCS. EMy HykeH 3TOT pe6eHOK C HAMEKOM Ha TEMHYIO CHUJTY, ¥ OH XOUeT BEIPACTUTh U3 HETO
TEMHOT'0 BOJIIIIeOHWKA, KOTOPHIM HATIOJTHUT MUP TEMHOMH CHUIIOH.

KanakTakyc Bok Obl1 B OCHOBHOM IIpaB, HO OH y2KacHO OIMMO0AJICS B OLHOM.

Peii - He peOeHOK, OH B3pocibiil. Buns, yTo KapakTakyc Bok B laHHEIM MOMEHT OTHOCUTCS K HEMY
KakK K pebeHKy, Peil OB TOTOB 1103a00TUTHCS 00 3TOM.

Yro KacaeTcs pebeHKa, TO ero pa3yM OTHOCUTEILHO MPOCT. Pa3 yK BHl XOTUTE IOXUTUTEL peOeHKa,
BaM HYXKHO [aTh MY XOPOIIUU CTUMY]L.
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