On IIO-TIPpE2KHEMY HACTOMAJI Ha BEIBOJE.

Kak 1 0XKuganocs, Ny4muM pelieHneM oT «JleqyKiuu BeITHS» TaKxKe ObIJI0 IPUBJIEYb BHUMaHKe
CTaporo UMIepaTopa.

«41 He ©Mel0 HMKAKOTO0 BeIOOpa. Byayuu MiiafieHIleM, s MOTY II0JlaraThCsS TOJIBKO Ha BHEIIHKE CHUJIBI».
JTuns 1y E MBICTIEHHO ITOKAYaJsl TOJIOBO.
ety poxkmanuch CIaOBIMU.

OH B0o0OIIIE HE MOT COBEPILEHCTBOBATLCS, HE TOBOPS YKE O TOM, YTOOE KOHTPOJIUPOBATE GOJIBIIYI0
CHILy.

JIuns 1lu E yxe 6pocasn BEI30B HeGecaM, ITIOCKOILKY MOT KyJIbTHBAPOBaTh TexHuKy Xpanunuiia JJao!

«4 Mory TonbKO HaOMo#aTh 3a CTapEIM UMIIepaTopoM... O, UMIepaTop, oXKalyicTa, Tockopee
IIPUILIN CUJIBHOTO YeJIoBeKa, YTOOH! 3alUTUTh MeHS. Y MeHSI HOCTaTOYHO YBePEHHOCTH, YTOOH!
COKpyIuTh [Inems Bonkos...»

JIums 1u E TMX0 MOHIICS B CBOEM cepame.

B To e BpeMs OH He 3a0BIBaJl MaxaTh KOHEYHOCTSIMHU U YBEJIMYMUBATh CBOIO CHUITy, OBUTASCh BIIEPeN U
Ha3aj.

«Cynpyra HuH, mocMOTpuUTE, Kak 3HepruieH ceMHaamaThii npuHIl! Kakoi kpacasen! B 6ymgyiiem ol
CTaHEeT HeOORIKHOBEHHBIM MTPUHIIEM!»

CryXaHKH CMOTpPeJH Ha odapoBaTenbHoro JIuns Ly E u ynri6anuce.

Cymnpyra HuH ToXe MHIIO YIBIOHYIIACh, €€ JIUII0 OBIJIO IOJIHO CYACThsS U YIOBIETBOPEHHUS.
«Jla, mpolien BCero OfuH OeHb, a OH yXKe U CIpPaBedJIuBbIi, U HEKHBIN».

3aKOHYMB FOBOPUTH, OHA 0OHsiNa JIunb [Iu E u mBakmH! momenoBana ero.

JIuns Lu E 6B1T mOKUpPOBaH.

B3mox.

Papmoctu u ropecTtu nmopgen He ObUTH CBSI3aHHI.

OHH cMesnuCh, Ho JIuab 1Iu E 6111 06peMeHeH TsKeNsM JaBieHieM, KOTOPOTo OH He OMXKeH bl
UCITLITHIBATh B TAKOM I0HOM BO3pacTe, U 00POJICS 3a BRIXKMBAHMUE.

Vix cyacTnuBbe YIBIOKKM TaK KOHTPACTUPOBAJIU C €T0 ITeYaIbHOM CUTYalueH.
JIuns 1u E 6ecroMoInHo B3TOXHYL.
C opyro# CTOPOHEI, CTaphbli UMIIEPATOP YBEPEHHO IIET IIar 3a IIaroM B UMIIEPATOPCKUY KaOWHET.

EBHYX [Tao YXe OBLII BO OBOPIE, B PYKaxX y HETro Oblyla YaIrka 4as IOOXOMsIIIen TEeMIIEPATYDHIL. On
OITYCTHII I'/la3a 1 CIIOKOMHO XKfall.

«Bailie BeIu4ecTBo, Y BaC CeTogHdA OBLITO PagoCTHOE coOrITHE?»



Crapeii uMnepaTop HeGpPeKHO YILIOHYJICS, ¥ €T0 BOJIOCH pa3BeBaiuCh. Ero riiasa 3acusiiy, KOrha OH
TIOCMOTPEJ Ha KapTUHY C Mei3axkeM JuHaAcTHu L[uHb, BUCEBIIYIO HA CTEHE.

BCKOpe IIOCJIE 3TOT'O OH IIOBEPHYIJICA, 3aJI0O2KMUB PYKH 34 CIIMHY, U PAaCCKa3aJl EBHYXY Lao CeKperT.

«CeMHaAATHIY IPUHI] TOJIBKO YTO POOUIICS. f BUMEN KaKylo-TO CTPAHHO CHUSIOIIYIO0 KOCTh B €T0
rpynu!»

«4 YYBCTBYIO, 9TO HpeuonpeneneHHHﬂ HMIIEPATOp ODMHACTUHU I_[I/IHB HaKOHeIl IOSBUICS ! »

«Y [Inemenu Bonkos ects Mosopou JIopa, KOTOPHEIY U3BECTEH KaK ByHIEPKUH] ITOKOJIEHUS. Y MOeu
nuHactuu LluHb Teneps ecTh CeMHaAaThi npuHil! Th He AyMaelllb, YTO 3TO PafOCTHOE COOBITHE
IOJIST MeHsS?»

Ycneimas cioBa CTaporo uMIiiepaTopa, eBHyX Lao OBLJI OIIIEJIOMJIEH, A 3aTeM YTOJIKK €TI0 T'Jla3 U 6pOBI/I
IMOOHANMNCE, IIOKA3bIBAS BEIPA2KEHHUE OUKOU panocCTH.

«ITo3ppasnsto, Bame BenuuecTtso!»

«TakuM oOpa3oM, Bamemy BenuuecTBy He Hy>KHO BeCTU BOMHY. 9TOT Monopoi Jlopn Ilnemenu
BoKOB MO7I0f, CBUDEN U TalaHTIUB. JTOT clyra 00uUTCs, 4To ¢ BamuMm BennuecTBOM IPOU30UAYT
KaKye-HuOyIb HeCc4acThsi».

EBmyx [lao rimy00KO B3IOXHYI.

Crapelil UMIIEpaToOp He yIpeKas eBHyxa 1lao 3a ero HaMek, 4TO OH yKe HaXOOUTCS B 3PEJIOM
BO3pacTe.

JTromu OBIBAIOT B IPUIIOJHSITOM HACTPOEHMH, KOTTIa [IeJI0 MOXOMUIIO 0 PAgOCTHBIX COOBITHI.
Kak oH MoOr Tak JIerko o0uaeThCs?
'eponyecKuii OTOHb BCIILIXHYJI B T'Jla3aX CTApOro UMIIepaTopa.

«Mowu IpeKu KOTfa-TO TOBOPUIIM, YTO KOTa YeJI0BeKa XOPOHST, TO 3TO He 003aTeIbHO JOJIXKHO
OBITH B €70 POTHOM ropofie. B KoponeBCTBe MOBCIOAY KpPacUBhIe Iei3axku!»

«B cBOM TOMHI 5 cHena Bce BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOB OCTAaBUThL CTAOUIIbHYIO U IIPOI[BETAIOIIYIO 3II0XY AJIS
CBOUX geTen!»

«B mpotnoM y MeHs He OBIJIO IPYToro BeIOOpa, KpoMe Kak AyMaTh 0 criocofax yTaumTbh Momnogoro
Jlopgoa [Imemenu BonkoB 3a co00ii B MOTHITY, IIpeXke YeM OH CTaHET HelloOeJuMbIM».

«Ho Temeps Marbiir CeMHaAIaTEINA Jajl MHe Hagexny. MHe 0osiblile He HYKHO 6eCIIOKOuThCS. Ero
BOCIIMTaHKE BaXkHee BCer0 OCTaIbHOIo!»

«Mameim CeMHafilaTHIM — Hafexkaa quHactuu Lusb u Oynymui Otel) Hapopa!»
Crapblit mMIIEpaTOp caesnan HeboIbIyio mays3y.
Hapexpna u TsiKenasi OTBETCTBEHHOCTH yIlajid Ha eBHyXa Llao.

<<CTapI:II>i LHao, mHE IIpUAOeTCHd IMOIIPOCUTH Te0s CTaTh JIMYHBEIM 3alMUTHUKOM Masksiia CeMHafIaToro.
ThI He MOXKEIIb TO3BOJIUTh €My YMEPETH MOJIOOBIM».



JIu1o CTaporo uMIiiepaTopa CTajJio CEPbE€3HBIM U BEJINYECTBEHHBIM.

YcnbimaB 310, eBHYX Llao BOPYT 3aipoxkar, a 3aTeM TYT K€ BCTPSXHYJI CBOIO OleXkK MY, EBSITh Pa3
TIOKJIOHHUJICS ¥ IIaJl HUII.

«Jla Ballle BeIU4YeCTBO!» - OH IOATBEPOUII IIPUKA3.
EBHyx 1lao OmHSAT rojioBY C yNIBHIOKOM Ha JHIIE.
«ITo3mpaBnsio, Bame BennuecTBo».

CHOBa II03PaBHUII OH.

Crapblii UMIIEPaTOP OT AYILIKA PACCMESICH.

«Tebe ObII0 TsAKEIO, cTapkhlit 1Tao. 1 cuena Bce BO3MOKHOE, YTOOHI BRIPACTUTH M3 Marlbiiia
CeMHa[IIaTOTO UMIIepaTopa. A ellle 4epes3 ABafLATh JIET 5 yTaly 3a coboit Momomoro Jlopaa
Bomubero Ilnemenn!»

EBnyx Llao rioy60Ko KUBHYI U CKa3asl: «B 3To BpeMs s Oyay cpaXkaThCs IeYoM K 1ieuy ¢ Ero
BenuuectBom! Bo cnaBy puHacTtuu LIWHB s TOTOB YMEPETh!»

Cka3zas 970, eBHYX L]ao noBepHYJICA U MOT4a yIIel.

Bckope nocne atoro eBHyx Llao mpuBen 4eThlpex BEICOKOKBANA(DUIMPOBAHHEIX U BEPHBIX CITy2KAaHOK
BO mBopel Uiy cynpyru Hus.

«Cymnpyra HuH, uMnepaTop npucsan HeCKOJIbKO CITy2KaHOK, YTOORl OHU CJTYZKUJIA BaM U
CemHapuaToMy IPUHIY».

Cynpyra Hun Oblla HEMHOTO YAOWB/IEHA ¥ OBICTPO mo6GIaromapuia ero.
«Cmacu6o, HauanprHUK [lao!»
«Het npobnem!»

EBnyx 1lao BcTan Ha LBIOYKY ¥ IOCMOTpeIT Ha pebeHKa Ha pykax cynpyru HuH. Ero riasa
BCIIBIXHYJIU OT YOUBJIEHUS.

B pebenke melcTBUTEILHO IUPKYIUPOBAJ CTPaHHBEIN 071eCK. 9TO Obllla KOCTHAs CTPYKTypa BBICLIETO
KJjiacca.

HeynuBuTenbHO, 4YTO UMIIEpPaTOP OBIT B TAKOM BOocTOpre!

EBnyx Llao kuBHYJ. OH 3aCyHY/I PYKU B PyKaBa U ITOBEPHYJICS, YTOOH! YUTH.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTr'la OH IIOKUHYJI ABOPEI, EBHYX ITao cenm Ha caMO¥ BBICOKOM TOUKE OBOPIIa HI.T.IYfI u
HMCIIOJIb30BaJI TEXHUKY CKPBITHOCTH. On CKPECTHUJI HOTHU U JIET Ha 3€JIEHYIO IIJINTKY C 3aKPHBITEIMU
T'Jla3aMu.

OpHakO OH MPUCIIYLIMBAJICS KO BCEMY, YTO IIPOUCXOAUIIO BO gBopLe Uiyu.

IIHeM 1m03Xke OH, CJIOBHO IIpu3pak, mosiuiics mnepen FOH JIy u, cXBaTUB ee 3a I11e10, MTHOBEHHO JIHIIIHII



€€ BOSMOXKHOCTH KYJIbTUBUPOBATE.

«OTKyna B3g1ach 9Ta HeOnarogapHas cBOI0Yb? Tl CMeelllh TPaKTUKOBATh CEKPETHYIO TEXHUKY
CKPBITHOCTY UMIIEpaTOPCKOU ceMbu. Kak Tel ocMenuiach!"

JIuto eBHyxa Llao GblJI0 HATIOJTHEHO THEBOM.

«Trl 13 DpaKkLuM HACIIEeOHOT0 IPHUHIA?»

«Het!»

IOH Jly oTuasiHHO 3amMoOTasia rojI0BOM, a €e CIIMHA MOKPHIJIaCh XOJIOOHBIM IIOTOM.

Ona Oblyla ucmyraHa u gpoxkasna. CBeT B ee ria3ax OblT TOH06eH CBeYe, KOTOPas BOT-BOT MMOTACHET, U
OBLJT TI0JIOH HEeXKeJIaHus TAKOr0 KOHIIA.

«ThI BCce 0OBSICHUIIL UMIIEPATOPY!»
I'ma3a eBHyxa 1lao OBIIM XOJIOMHEIMYU, KOTHA OH CJIerkKa IPUCBHUCTHYI.

F'opHUYHAs B YepPHOU MaHTUU U MackKe C IJI0CKOM (UTypoil BHIIIa U3 TEHU KaMEHUCTOro cafa. Ee
¢burypa Oblyia MpU3pavHOM, KOTHa OHa Moirda mpuBena FOub JIy B KabuHET uMIiepaTopa.

«Batre BeTM4eCcTBO, HOKIagbIBaeT HavambHUK Llao. [TpemaTensb MOsSBUICS BO OBOpILe cynpyru HuH.
OHa IPaKTHUKYeT CEeKPETHYIO TEXHUKY UMIIePATOPCKON CEMbU».

Ycnsimas 3To, UL CTaporo uMIiiepaTopa CTaJio XOJIOOHBIM. Henb3st OBIJIO CKa3aTh, OB JTH OH
CHaCTJIMB UJIX CEPOUT.
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