-MIMIepckas CTO/NNIA, 3TaHKe MapiaMeHTa B IeHTPe ropoaa. PSImoM ¢ HUM HaXOOUTCsT O0JIbIast
yacoBag Oarud.

MHorue miony, XuByire B UMepckoM ropoge, codpanuchk BOKPYT OaiHu ¢ yacaMu. OHU coOpanuch
TaM He [OJIS TOTO, YTOOBI CJTeIUTh 3a BpeMeHeM. X B3rysabl ObITM yCTPEMIIeHE Ha 0aKoH,
BBICTYIAIONINY C BEePIIMHBI YaCOBOM OaurHu. TaM CTOSITT ©UMIIepaTop 3ur.

C mOMOIIbI0 MaTWK 3UT YBEJIUYHUII TPOMKOCTh CBOET'0 T0JI0Ca ¥ C BOOAYIIEBIIEHHEM 00PaTHIICST K
COOPABIITUMCST JIIOISIM.

"TakOBBI HBIHENTHUE YCIIOBUS uMIepuu. Mul, iMnepus, 6yneM TBEPHO CTOSThH IIPOTUB 3JTbIX
KOPOJIEBCTB, KOTOpPble HECIIPABEINBO 3aK/II0UUIIU TepPos B TEMHUILY, U MBI 0OpPYIINM XKeJIe3HbIN
MOJIOT CIIpaBedIuBoCTH. Jltogu Mmnepuu, cmoTpuTte!”

[To MaHOBEeHHUIO PYKX 3ura Ha 6alKOH BEIXOASAT TPU BOOPYKEHHBIX conpaTa. OHHM IOJTHOCTHIO
3aKyTaHbl B 00raTo yKpallleHHbIe IJIaCTUHYAThIe JOCIEXU, TaK YTO UX JIUI] He Y3HATh... HO KaXKObIH
BOOPYKEH XapaKTePHHIM MEYOM, KOIILEM.

"9T0 mOCNaHHUKY CIIPaBedIUBOCTH - [CeMb BOMHOB], KOTOPHIE 3alUIIAI0T HAIlly UMIIEPUI0 U
CBepraioT Haire 1fapcTBo. OHU - CUIbHENIIINE BOUHEL B MUPE, C YpoBHEM Oosiee 50 u obnapmarorue
HaBHIKaMU, He UMEIOIIMMU aHanoros B Mupe. CnaBbTe ux, moau!"

Kaxk TO/IbKO OHM YCIBIIIAIU CJI0Ba 3Ura, OHU pa3pas3swinch pafOCTHEIMU KpukaMu "Bax!" u
IIPUBETCTBOBAJIU CJI0Ba UMIIepaToOpa FPOMOM aIlJIOAUCMEHTOB. KT0-T0 KpuKHY "CeMb BOMHOB,
Oanzait!". M 93TOT KPUK MMOCTEIIEHHO PACIPOCTPAHUIICS Ha BCIO TOJIITY.

"Tloka ceMb BOMHOB PSIOM, Hallla UMIIEPUs HUKOTHA He OymeT mobexkaeHa. ITH TPU OPYTUX BOMHA
BBITIOTHSIIOT CIIeLIMabHBIE 3alaHus 110 3ammuTe Mmnepuu. Bel Bce MoXeTe CIIOKOMHO HaOM0gaTh 3a
BouHOM!"

Cemb BovHOB Oan3ait! banzait Umnepuu! 3ur Mmnepartop bax3ait! 3ur oTBeyaeT Ha BO3TJIaCHl TOJIIEL
B3MaXxOM PYKH, a 3aTeM Hcue3aeT B yacoBoy OamrHe. Tpoe Cemu BomHOB 1mocieioBaay 3a HUM
BHYTDb.

CeMb BOMHOB CHSIJIA CBOU JE€MOHCTPATUBHEIE IIJIEMHI C IIJIaCTUHYATOW OpPOHEN, KaK TOJIHKO BOIIH B
YacoBYI0 OallIHIo.

OmnuH u3 HUX, JIeHTe, MONyYMII OT CITy2KaHKY IOJIOTEHIIe I PYK ¥ C OOJIBIIKM TPYOOM BEITED IIOT CO
nba.

"9T0 Tak TpymHo..."
"Xopomas paboTa, BEl, BOUHH Medel, KOTH 1 3Bepeit”.
Korpma 3ur Hampsrcst TakuM o0pa3oM, BOUH KOIIbs - TeIy - OTBETHUII CO B3[[OXOM.

"Bruto 1 HeoOX0oouMO Hallle ImosBiIeHue, Bame BennuecTBo? Hac 3acTaBuin XKOaTh B IJIACTUHYATHIX
focIexax MOYTH M0JT4aca, a Bhl ITOSBUIMCh BCEr0 Ha HECKOIbKO MUHYT".

"He roBopu Tak, BOUH KOIIbsI. DTO ellle OIHO HeoOX0OuMOe IpencTaBIeHue" .

3uT BBITUI HEMHOTO XOJIOMHOM BOOHI, KOTOPYIO MY ITPUHECTa CITy’KaHKa, ¥ B3IOXHYL.



"M BBl ceryac eJUHCTBEHHbIE B UMIepuH, KTO MOXKET 3alllUTUTh MEHS, HOCS TaKHe NeKOPaTUBHEIE
IJIacTUHYaTHE goclexu. B mocnenHee BpeMs B IMIepCKOM ropofe CTajlo OYeHb OacHO, IOCTOSIHHO
IIPOUCXOASAT YOUMCTBA KPYITHBIX KYIIIIOB ¥ apUCTOKPATOB".

3ur MEeJIKHYT A3BIKOM.

"B03M0XKHO, OTKyHa-TO IPOCOYUIIUCH CNTyxH, 4TO [laHTa cOexXKaa u3 TIOPbMEL [1ox0xKe, 94TO
PEBOJIIOLIMOHHO HACTPOEHHEIE [TIOBCTAHLIB], KOTOPBIE [0 CUX IIOP CKPHIBAIUCH, CTAJIA OYeHb aKTUBHEL".

"3HauuT, MBI COIIPOBOKAANIY UMIIepaTopa, a TakkKe yCTpauBasu 3pennina... 9To pabora, Tpedyromas
O0NbIIOr0 TepIIeHUs], He TakK ju, ObITh ogHUM U3 Cemu BouHos?"

"KykyKy, 310 capka3M? Korna Bce OyneT ckas3aHO U CHeNlaHo, s faM Te0e BCe, UTO Thl 3aX04ellb, Oyab
TO TeppuTOpHUs Unu 6oratcTBo. By moBoeH aTUM".

CkazaB 9T0, 3UT OTBEPHYJICS U IOIIEeJT K IOXKUIOMY KOJIAYHY, KOTOPHIM JKIal B KOHIIe KOMHATHL. 3a
HUM ITI0CJIENOBaJl OUeHb CYTYJIBIY CeKpeTapb CPEeNHUX JIeT.

"Hy 4TO XK, BOMHHL. { pa3pelran BaM IPOTYIATLCA 110 UMIIEPCKOU CcToulle. Bel MoxeTe
BOCIIOJIb30BAThCS 9TOM BO3MOXKHOCTBIO U B IIOTHOM Mepe HaClaauThCsS HallluM TOPOIOM IIBETOB".

Cpa3y e IocJie 3Toro 3Ur U OCTabHEIE NCYe3/u 61arogaps TelenopTalyuy, BEI3BaHHON KOIIYHOM.
[TpoBomuB ux, [TocT 0OpaTuI CBOM YKOPHU3HEHHEIH B3T/IA Ha Teny.

"TloyeMy Thl TOBOPUILL TaK, OyATO mogkankBaeurs Ero Bemuyectso, Tery-can?"
"Huyero, g MpoCTO YeCTHO BHICKA3all TO, UTO AyMar".

"Hert, 9T0 elle He BCce, He TakK Iu?

B ToM, Kak BBl 9TO CKa3au, OBIJIO YTO-TO SIIOBUTOE, HE TaK JIA?

XM...

Tetcy ycrasno B3nbixaeT Haf JIEHTOM, KOTOPBIM IPUYMOKHABAET, U TOBOPUT.
"MHe IIpOCTO 3TO He HpaBUTCA. MHe IPOCTO He HPABUTCSA 3TO Becesbe".

"...? 4 He moHMUMal0 Bce Gonblie u Gonble."

[TocT HaKJIOHIET TOJIOBY.

"Hac 4eCTBYIOT U Ha HaC PaCCYUTHIBAIOT, IOHUMaelb? Pa3se 310 He X0pomo?"
"4 He 3Haw..."

"Uto Tebs B 3TOM He ycTpauBaeT?"

"Bce 3puTENH, BCE 10 OOHOTO, IIPOCTO IIPUBETCTBOBAJIM TO, UTO CKa3aJl UMIIEpaTop, Kak 6yaTo Bce
OHM OBINTK coTyiacHbl. He mpo3By4aso HU OOHOTO Bompoca. Kak TH fymaens, mouemy?"

"Tlouemy...? O, mpuYrHa, 10 KOTOPOU BCe COTJIaCHH cO cjioBaMu Ero BennuectBa? { 3Hato, 4TO
cornaceH. 9 mOCTaTOYHO XOPOIIO NHMOPMUPOBaH".



JleHT ITEJIKHYII ITaJIbIIaMH.

"4 cnplma, 4To XKU3Hb B MIMIlepuu CUIBHO yIydIIWIach C TEX II0P, KakK HelHelllHee BennuyecTBo
MPUHST BnacTh. Kak BH MOXKeTe BUOETh U3 UMIIEPCKOU CTOJIUIILI, BE3[e, KaKeTCs, KUIIUT XKU3Hb.
[Toxoxke, 4TO ero TBepAble 9KOHOMUYECKIME HaBLIKU OL[EHUIU 110 JOCTOUHCTBY".

"...Uns aT0 uHdopmarusa?"

"A? Arpanuca."

"Bnu3kui CopaTHUK...?"

Tery cHOBa B37bIXaeT, a JIEHTO BHIIAOUT HEJOBOJILHEIM.
"4T0, TH AyMaellb, 4YTO ArpaHuc-caH JIxeT?"

"¢1 He xoTen aToro ckasaTh. Ho JIeHTO, MHe KaxkeTcs, y Te0sT eCTh Ij10Xast IIPUBEIYKA CYIUTH O JTIOMSX
1 nHOpPMalMH, OCHOBBLIBASICh TOIBKO Ha OJTHOM CTOPOHE UCTOPHUU."

"...Tewy-caH nogo3puTeNbHa, BepHO?"
JIeHT QBIPKHY.

"Jlagno, X0pouo. Torga ¢ 3T0ro MOMEHTa HaM TPOUM CTOUT IPOTyIATHCA 110 MIMIIepcKoMy ropony.
Torgma MBI CMOKEM y3HaTh, IIpaBfa JId TO, YTO CKa3ajl ArpaHuc-CaH, Uik HeT".

"¢l He mymaro, YTO MBI MOXKEM CKa3aThb, IPOCTO ITOCMOTPEB Ha CUTYaluio B iMmepckom ropoge".

"9T0 eIMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, TOe MBI MOXKEM IIPOTYISATHCS MPSIMO cerlyac, Tak YTO HUYETO He
nofeaents, He Tak mu? Y pa3 yX MBI 30ecCh, To4eMy Obl HaM He IOUTH TPYNION U He y3HaTh APYT
Oopyra nojnyyme?"

JlenTo moBepHYyCcA K [[I2K1H], BOUHY-3BEPIO, U CKa3all.

"TIpouiyo yxKe MOYTH [ABa Mecslia C TeX 0P, KaK HaC BBI3BAJIA B 9TOT APYrOi MUP, HO MEI TaK U HE
IIOrOBOPUIIUA TONKOM, He Tak nu? ['ocnopus [Ixuu?"

"Tlouemy OB HAM He BOCIIOJIb30BAThCS 3TOM BO3MOXKHOCTHIO U HE Y3HATh APYT Apyra Mojyuiie?
Kpowme Toro, 51 X049y Koe-4To pacckasaTh Tebe, [[KuH-caH".

I>K1H, OqHAKO, HUYEro He OTBETHUII U ITPOCTO ITOCMOTPeJI BHU3 Ha JIeHTa, KOTOPHIN ITPOIOIIKaIl
TOBOPHUTH C KOHIIa cBoero 190-caHTUMETPOBOTO Tea.

"Tocmomun IXKuH?"

II>KuH OTBEPHYJICS OT JIeHTa, Kak OyATO MOTEPSII K HEMY HHTEPeC, U MOMIBITAJICS CaMOCTOSITeIIbHO
OOUTH IO JIeCTHUIL YacoBOol OalllHuU.

"Ou, au, [I>xuH-cau?"



JIeHTO IIPEPHIBAET €TI0 IYTh U OCTAHABJINBAET II>x1Ha Ha ero IIyTH.

"OM, THI CJIBIIIIAJI, YTO I CKa3aJl, He Tak ju?"

"f ckaszas, 4TO MBI JOJIXKHEL y3HaTh APYT Apyra yepe3 IPynIoBbe 3aHATUL..."
"THl MHE MeIllaelb."
IIqTO')II

C tpeckoM. Bonburas pyka [IKuHa Jjieryia Ha 1miedo JIeHTo, U B cliefyioliee MIHOBeHUE JIEHTO ObLT
0TOPOIIIEH B CTOPOHY B OO/IBILION KyYe.

"Oxxx?"

JIeHTO Bpe3asica B CTEHY C TPOMKUM CTYKOM.

"f mpocTo cobupalock fenaTh TO, UTO X0Uy".

IKWH cKa3al 3TO HU3KKUM T'0JI0COM U IIOIIEN IPOYb.
"9u, o, JlenTto. TH B mopsagke?"

"Aprx, yept!"

JIeHTO, KOTOPHIH, MOIKHO OBITH, CHJIBHO YIApPHUIICS CIHHOM, TPOMKO KAIllJITHYJI, 3aTeM HEMHOTO
YCITOKOMJICS.

"...Yept!"

OH noCcMOTpeN Ha JIeCTHULY, T'Ie ucuesna [[KuH, U BEIpyTascs.
"Kakoro uepra...! UTo s HaTBOpUI?

"4 He 3HA, 0 YeM gyMaeT 3TOT [IKUH WX Kak ero raM..."

"ECTb CITMIIIKOM MHOTO JIIOJIe}, KOTOPBIE CIIMIIKOM 3TOMCTHYHBI, KaK XuOUKU-TSIH, KOTOpas cOexaa ¢
MOJIUTUYECKUM 3aK/II0UYEHHBIM 13 TIOPbMEI, ¥ BouH-3Bepb, KOTOPHIM Haxe He MOXKEeT HOpMaJbHO
obOmaTecs...!"

Bcras ¢ momompio TeTcy, JIeHO yoapui HOTOM II0 CTEHe, CIIOBHO eMy HeKyZna ObllI0 HallpaBUTh CBOU
THEB.

"Boree Toro, nocnymay MeHs! 9TOT TapeHb B IIOCIEegHEEe BpeMs 4aCTO IIpOKpaAbriBaeTcsa U3 cyna...!"
"9TOT mapeHn?"
"9r1o Ixun!"

JleHTe oTBeYaeT, Kak OyOTO KyCcasch.

"¢l He 3HA0, YTO OH 3ayMaJl, HO BY€pa... OH BEPHYJICA C 94eM-TO KPACHBIM... KdK KPOBb Ha omexme".



"KpoBp?"

"MoxeT OBITh... d BU[EI 9TO, KOTAa BO3BPAIIajICi B CBOI0 KOMHATY II0CJie HOUHOW TPEHUPOBKHU. BEINI0
TEMHO, TaK YTO ecqu s He omubaiock. Ho s yBepeH, UTO OH Aeflal Ha YIuIle TO, YTO MOTJI0 UCIIaYKaTh
ero omexnay!"

"Tax... BBl HUKOMY He coo01munu 00 aToM?"

"Ia. IToka HuKOMY. { cobupascsi CHadasla y3HaTh ¥ HETO... HO C TAaKUM OTHOIIIEHUEM, KakK y Hero, g
yXKe He 3Haw. { HeMe[IeHHO co001y 00 9TOM rocioguHy Arpanucy".

B utore Hu JleHnTy, HU Telly B TOT JeHb He T'ysaau 1o MMnepckomy ropogy, a cpa3y BepHyIuch B Cyq.

Xyp[muy WHIUAEeHT B UMIepCcKoM ropofe, I103xe ONMCaHHBIN KakK "[IeHb, KOrfa IIell JOXKAb U3 KPOBH,
PyuH 1 00710MKOB". Majio KTO 3HaJjl, YTO BEYEePOM TOTO [HS er0 IPUYHMHOMN CTAHET 3BePhb-BOMH [IKUH.

)%

3a HeCKOJIbKO [fHel [0 BHICTYIUIeHUA 3ura Ha Mmmnepatopckou Yacosoii bamise. B umnepaTopckom
IBOpeE.

"Kakoro uepra, TH BOPYT BEI3Bajl MEHSI B TaKyl0 KOMHATYy..."

OTKpHIB IBEPh B KOMHATY, ITaOHOM BOMH - CHHK HEPBHO CIIPOCHII CTOSIIYIO B IIEHTPEe KOMHATHI
¢burypy. ®urypa obeprynack K CUHKY ¥ CKa3aJsa.

'BouH ke3j1a, C 3TOr0 MOMEHTa MHEe IIOHAJOOUTCsI TBOS IIOMOIIb'.

OH npo6opMOTAJl YTO-TO B 9TOM POIE.

"CoTpygHU4ecTBO?"

CHHK HaKJIOHUJ T'0JIOBY.

"¢ BooO11le He MOHMMA0, O YEM ThHI TOBOpHUIIb. COTPYIHUYECTBO pagu yero?"

'Ecnu Bce OymeT IPOmOIKaThCS TaK, Kak eCTh, 3TOT MUp [morubHeT]. COTPYIHUYECTBO MJIS TOTO,
YTOOLI OCTAHOBUTDH 3T0".

" dTo??"

YeioBeK MPOI0IKAET TOBOPUTE C CHUHKOM, KOTOPBINA OT YOUBJIEHUST OTKPHIBAET POT TaK LIXPOKO, YTO
KaXKeTCs, Y Hero OTBaIuIach YeloCTh.

'9TOT MUD - He IpocTO Mup. CMOTPH.

durypa gocrana u3 KOpOOKM PSIOM C HUM YEPHYIO Yelllyio U MPoU3Hecsa 3akiuHaHue 'CM.
OIMCaHMe IpenmeTa’. 3aTeM.

I3uHb!

HobHoobtOooobOoooboa

x Ccrinka He cymecTByeT. (Mckmiodenne NullPointer)
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"..a?"

I'pomue, yeM paHblle, CUHK YCTaBUJICS Ha BCIIJILIBAIOIIKAY OUCIIJIEH, IApSALIANA B BO3OYXE.
"E, ouarsnor omm6ku...? [Touemy 3mech guasnor o6 omuodke...?"

'TIoTOMy 4TO 3TOT MUD - MUD B HE3aBEPILIEHHOU UTpe'.

np

'3TOT MUD - [MUP UTPHI, KOTOPas Tak U He Obljla BHIMYIIeHa]. 9TO MUP, MTOTHLIM 6aros'.
"Tedy, ToI MXKews...? Urpa...?"

'dl cMoT 0TOOPA3UTh 9KPaH COCTOSTHUS. DTO HE CTPAHHO, He TakK JIu?

"Her, HeT! [lazke ec/iy 9TO ¥ Tak, OTKy/a THl TaK MHOT'0 3Haelnb 00 3ToM Mupe? Bhl, TOMKHO OBITH,
YyeJIoBEeK, KOTOPHBIH ObII BHE3AITHO BRI3BAH B 9TOT MU, KaK U MBI?"

'TToToMy 4TO 5 y4aCTBOBAJI B CO3aHUU 3TOU UI'PHL B IPEABIAYILIEM MHUpE'.

"Hy, Torga Thl MOXKEIITh 3HATh, Ile MOTYT IOSIBUTHCS XKYKH, HO... DH, TOTHa IIpaBaa JIx, 4YTo MUp OymeT
YHUUYTOXEH?".

‘Ila, aTO mIpaBHa'.

"Korma?"

']l He 3HA0. ITO 3aBUCUT OT yH0OCTBa [IPYyro# CTOPOHE]. BOT moueMy HaM CPOYHO HYKHO I0BECTH
3Ty UTPY OO KOHIA".

CuHK OblT 06€CIIOKOEH, JTOMas T'OJIOBY.

"A uyTo HacueT uMmepuu? ToIbKO HE TOBOPUTE MHE, UTO BRI cOOMpaeTech npefaaTh Hac, UMnepuio, u
CTaTh Pa3bICKMBaEMHEIM 4eJIOBEKOM, KaK XubuKu..."?

‘M=l He npefapuM MMnepuio. CKopee, 3TO COBMeCTHas JIMHUS Ha 9TOM IyTU. ArpaHuc u MMnepartop
TOXe 00 9TOM TOBOPUIH'.

"TlousaTHo..."
CHHK BBIJOXHYJI HEMHOT'O CIIOKOWHEE.

"Xopoiro, s 6ymy COTpyaHUYATE. f He X04uy, YTOOB TOT APYro¥ MUp OblJT yHUYTOXKEH MOCTIE TOT0, KaK
MBI IOTPATUJIA CUJIBI Ha IIEPEHOC B APYrou Mup."

'TloHsiTHO, 5 OyOy pacCYMUTHIBATh Ha TeOs'.
CuHJ 1I0XKaJl PyKy TOMY, KTO IIPOTSHYJI €My PYKY.

'Kcratu roBopsi, Kak TBOe HacTosIee UMs?'



IIA'?II
'CHHK - 9TO0 IICEeBIOHUM, He Tak JIu?'
"Tcce, TH 3HAN?"

'Ecnu 6b1 KTO-HUOY OB MOCTTYIIAN ITIepBOHAaYalIbHOE CaMOIIpeficTaBIeHne, OH Obl 3Hasl. B 6ymyiiem Bam
MOZKET TIOHaJOOUTHLCS Ballle HACTOSIIEee UMS B 3TOM MUpe. f X04y CIIPOCUTh UX cerdac'.

"Oro, g noHsn. Moe HacTosmee uM4 - [Amaga Kaopy Ho Xapy Kaopy Ho IllyH]. CTpaHHOe uMs, He Tak
nu? MeHs MOCTOSHHO OPa3HUIM B IIKOJIe B Ha4aJIbHOM, CPedHEe! U CTapIlel IIKOJie U3-3a 3TOTr0
UMeHHu".

'TIoHsATHO. [JOMKHO OBITH, 9TO OBLIO yKaCHO".
"1eCTBUTEJIBHO..."
‘Terepb 103BOJIbTE MHE PACKPHITh U MO€ HacTosllee uMsa. ITo Xascuga Mamopy".

"YT0, TH TOXKE UCIIOJIb3Yelllb BEIMBIIIIIEHHOE UMS? f He 3aMeTHU1, II0TOMY 4YTO 3TO He Ka3aI0Ch
CTpaHHHIM. Xaxa, YTO 2Ke MHe fesnaTh? Kak MHe Temneps Tebss Ha3kBaTh?"

'Tloxarny#cTa, genai Kak Bcerma. 4 Oynoy mpomokaTh Ha3eiBaTh Te0ss CUHK U 37€Ch'.
"Pékain."
3aTeM OHU CHOBa KPEIKO M0XKaju APYT APYTY PYKH, 00Cyounu cBoe Oyaylee, a 3aTeM BEPHYJIUCH B

CBOH KOMHATEHI.
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