Knapk cTouT y BXxoma Ha ¢hepMy, MPUCIOHUBIINCH K cToNI0y. OH paccmaTpuBaeT Tabmuyky "®epma
KeHT", BUCSAIIYI0 HaJ] €T0 T'OJIOBOM, ¥ 3a/laeTCs BOIIPOCOM, KaK IOJIT0 OHa ele OyeT TaM BUCETS,
TIOTOMY 4TO €T0 POJUTENIH, XOTS ¥ IIPOLOIXKAIT 60POTHCS C 3TUM, CTOJIKHYJIUCH C BIIOJIHE PeabHON
IIePCIEKTUBOM NOTEPSATH hepMy, U KaK Obl OHU HU IIPOCUJIU €T0 He BUHUTH Ce0s, OH He MOXKET
CHeyaTh HUYEro, KpoMe 3TOrO.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, KaK MHOT'O B 9TOM €CTh €r0 BHHA. ['e OH OB TIeTOM, KOT[a eT0 POMUTEIIH IEITAIUCh
CIIPABUTHCS HE TOJIBKO C (PMHAHCOBRIMYU ITPOOIEMaMu, HO ¥ C TEM, YTO €r0 MaTh OTepsiia pebeHkKa?

Ipyroe gemno, 4To oH BUHOBAT. OH TaK OTYaSHHO X0TeJl ©30aBUThCS OT [[2KOop-IJa, 4TO He JyMall O
TIOCJIEICTBUSAX CBOMX [EMCTBUM, KOTTIa IBITAJICS YHUYTOXKUTEL CBOM KopaOib. Kopabib B3opBaics, 4uTo,
KCTaTH, 04eHb 60IbHO, a Oy Knapka HacTosmas 60k - peikoe U HeOORYHOE SIBIeHUE. [ Py30BUK
ero pomuTesei OB 3aXBaueH B3PHIBOM, a Y €r0 MaTePH CIIYYUIICS BHIKUIBIII, ¥ XY2Ke BCETO TO, YTO
OH HMYero He mobusics. [I2Kop-IJ1 Bce elre PSmIoM U CIIoco0eH B JTI000 MOMEHT IIPEBPATUTH €0
JKU3Hb B af. KOHeYHO, 9T0 BO3BpAIIlaeT ero Tyfaa, rae oH ObUT IeTOM, KOTHa HOoJIzKeH ObLI OBITh 37€Ch.
OtBeT npocT. OH Hakayas ce0s KpaCHBIM KPUIITOHUTOM, cOexkall B MeTPOIIOIKUC U IIPOBENT 3 MecsIa,
BOpYs U rpabs 6aHKM ¥ BEI3bIBas BCEOOIUINY XaoC U pa3pylieHus. OTo OB ero He 0UYeHb 3PeJIbii
c11oco6 3MOIMOHAIbHO CIIPABUTHCS C TEM, YTO OH CHEJIal, IOTOMY YTO KPaCHBIM KPUIITOHUT, KPaCHBIE
METEeOPUTHBIE KAMHHU, KYCOUYKU €r0 POOHOU IJIaHEeTHl, KOTja OHU BCTYMAT B KOHTAKT C €T0 KOXEW,
3acTaByIsAIOT Kiapka TepsiTh CBOM 3allpeThl ¥ BHICBOOOXKIATE CBOE BHYTPEHHEe 3r0. ITO 3aCTaBIsSET
€ro 4yBCTBOBATh Ce0s1 XOPOIII0, CUJIBHO, ¥ OH UCIIOJIb30BaJI 3TO, UYTOOH IIOJaBUThL BUHY U 0OJIb,
KOTOpBIE OH YyBCTBOBAJ 3a TO, YTO OH IIPAUYUHUIL.

IpyruMu cioBaMu, 3TO B OCHOBHOM IIPeBpAlllaeT ero B IPUAYPKa, KaK cKa3ajia eMy XJ0s B CBOe
0oOBIYHOM PEe3KOoii, HO CTpaHHO 00HafieXKKBalolleli MaHepe. XOTS OHa He 3HaJja, T0YeMy OH Tak cebs
BeJleT, MOTOMY 4TO K/tapk He cKasasl el 0 ero YHUKaJIbHOM MpoucxoxaeHuu. OH CIUIIKOM O0sJICS ee
peakmuu. UTo oHa OymeT CMOTPEeTh Ha HEro Kak Ha YyHOOBHIILE, €CJIH Y3HAET, YTO OH He TaKOu
YyeJi0BeK, KaK OHa. OTO, ¥ OH GOSIJICS, YTO OHA 3aKOHYUT TEM, YTO HAIUIIET UCTOPHUIO 0 HeM. Emy
CHHUJIACH KoIIMaphl 00 3ToM. XOTS 4acTh €ero JyMaeT, HafleeTcsl, YTO XJI051 9TOTro He cpenaeT. YTo OHa
IIOMMET IIOCTIEICTBUS TOTO, UTO MIOCJIEAyeT 3a ero MPOryJIKOM.

Knapk B3moxHy1. Xn0s. 9To ObIIa ellle OOHA Belllb, KOTOPYIO eMy HYXKHO OBIJTI0 BOCCTaHOBUTE. Mx
npyxo0a. OH TOJBKO Hafiessicsl, 4To cMoxkeT. OH IoJlaraeT, 4YTo MOXKeT J00aBuTh U [1uTa B 9TOT
crnucok. [To KpaliHel Mepe, oH U JIeKc Ka3anuch B mopsaake. XoTd Kimapk He Bupgen JIekca ¢ Tex mop,
KaK OH BepHYJICS U3 MEPTBHIX II0CJIe TOTO, KaK XKeHa JIekca mOombITarack YOUTh er0 BO BPeMS UX
Me[0BOTO Mecsia. JIeKC MeITascs yIaauTh OTHOIIEHUS CO CBOUM OTLIOM JIalOHEJIOM UJIM YTO-TO B
aToM pome. Kimapk melCcTBUTENIBHO HE BUIE B 3TOM CMBICIIA. I10 ero MHeHuIo, JIaioHes OBl
HeucrnpaBuM. He roBops yke 06 0acHOCTH, IOCKOJIbKY OH OBLII OflePKKUM OTKPHITUEM CEKPETOB
nemulep KaBatde u, cnenoBaTenbHO, cekpeTa Kinapka. EMy Bcerga npuxogunoch OBITh 04eHb
OCTOPOXKHBIM PAAOM C JIalilOHEsIOM, CKphIBasi, KTO OH TaKOM U YTO OH MOXKeT choenath. MHorma Kmapky
X04eTcs, YTOOH OBIJIO KaKOe-TO MeCTO, I'ie OH EMy MpUXOguIoCh TaK MHOTO IIPSITATHCS U JTIOISIM,
KOTOPHIE ITIOHUMAJIH, YTO 3HAYUT UMEeTh Takoe OpeMs, Kak OH. Ero pomuTenu, Kak Obl OH X HU
mo0uII, HUKOTTla He MOTYT [I0 KOHIIA IOHSTh, Ha YTO 3TO 1moxoxe. Muiciu Kimapka BCckope
BO3BPAIAIOTCA K IIPOIIJIOMY JIETY, ¥ OH B3[bixaeT. Kakoi OeCIopsioK OH CO BCEM HATBOPWUIL, U €CIIH
OBl ero OTell He 3aK/II0UMII KaKyIo-TO CHAEJKY C [I2K0op-O710M, YTOOH MOIYYUTh CBEPXCIIOCOOHOCTH,
Knapk Bce erie Ovi OB B O€IlI€HCTBE IO CBOMM IIceBHOHMMOM Kam. Ero oTel npuiien 3a HUM, 4 B
UTOTe OHU Mmoapanuck, U Knapk mobegun. OH u3bun cBoero oTia. OH MOYTH B3gparuBaeT Mpu
BOCIIOMHMHAHWY. EMMHCTBEHHEIM KPOIIIEYHLIM CBETIBIM MOMEHTOM OBIJIO TO, YTO, KOTHA [eJI0 HOIIJIO
10 3TOTO, OH He MOT yOUTh cBoero oTiia. OH CKopee YHUYTOXKUIJI KpacHOe KPUIITOHUTOBOE KOJIBIIO,
KOTOPOE HOCHII, YeM Cfiesian 3To.

Ero MBICTTH TIpepHIBAET 3BYK ImpubOnuxKamwoieics momany. Kimapk moBopaduBaeT T'OJIOBY, ¥ ¥ HETO



IepeckXaeT BO PTY IpH BuOe BcamgHuKa. JlaHa. O 60xkKe, OH He XKOaja 9TOT0 Pa3roBopa, OTOMY 4TO
Knapk Bcerga mo0un JIaHy, HO OHa Ipuexalia B MeTpOIOIKC IeTOM ¥ YBUOEJa ero TEMHYI0 CTOPOHY,
1, YeCTHO T'OBOPS, €e peakiius Ha 3T0 Ovlja oTBpaIeHueM. Kitapk He pa3roBapuBall C Hel C TeX Iop,
KaK BEPHYJICS, IOTOMY 4YTO, YECTHO TOBOPSI, OH He 3HaJI, YTO CKa3aTh. I3BUHUTE, 9TO Ka3aJI0Ch TAKUM
HeafleKBaTHHIM, HO OH HUKAK He MOT' CKa3aTh el IIpaBAy, TakK YTO XKe 3TO UX ocTaBuio? OHa
OCTaHAB/IMBAETCS Iepe HUM.

—"IIpusert, Jlana"

. JIaHa cie3aeT C noLIafgn.

ITo mpaBHe TOBOPS, OHA CIIeNMAaIbHO IIjIa CI0fla B Hafiexk e yBumeTh Kitapka. UM HYKHO GBITTO
TIOTOBOPHTE. [0 JIeTa, M0 TOro, KaK OH c6exkaJs, OHA yMasa, YTO MeXOy HUMH YTO-TO PA3BUBAETCS, U
XOTeJa, HeT, ed Hy2KHO OBbIJI0 3HATh, KaK OH BeJl ce0s, KOTfa OHa Hallllla ero B MeTpoImouce, U eCTh
JIX BO3MOXKHOCTb, YTOOR OHU OCTABHUJIM 9TO B IIPOIIJIOM U BEPHYUCH K TOMY, HAa Y€M OCTaHOBUIIHCH.

—«IIpuert, Knmapk. Tak ecTh Takasi BEPOSITHOCTh, YTO Y TBOUX POAUTENEN OyoeT BTOPOii MaHC?» —
CIIpalIuBaeT OHa O (pepMe, U, II0 ee MHEHHUIO, 9TO XOpoIllas TeMa [JJid Hadajia pa3roBopa.

—«Bce eme cpaxalocb», — OTBEYaeT OH He COBCEM YBEPEHHO. «f Haflel0Ch, UYTO OHU 3TO CHEJAI0T, U
s HafIeloCh, YTO BBl OCTAHETECh», — MSATKO TOBOPUT OHA, IIOTOMY 4TO, ecinu KeHTH noTepsioT GepMmy,
JlaHa cnpimrana 06 3ToM oT X704, OHM B KOHEYHOM UTOTe IepeefyT KUTh K 0TIy Muccuc KeHT B
Koct-Cutu, Kanudopnus.

—«4] ToXKe Ha 3TO HafleloChb», — MATKO npu3HaeTcs Kiapk. Jlana npubnuxaetcs K Kimapky.

—«ECnu TH OCTaHEIILCS, TO g IOogyMall, YTO, MOXKeT ObITh, MBI MOTJIM OBl OCTaBUTh IT03aAH BCE TO,
YTO MPOHU3OIII0 B MeTpPOomosnuce, ¥, MOXKeT OBITh, IOMPOoO0BaTh elre pa3». — JlaHa, — HaYKUHAET
roBopuTh Knapk, HO oHa mepeOuBaeT ero.

«Krapk, g 3Hato, 94To B TeOe eCTh BEIH, OT KOTOPHIX ThHI IIBITAEIIbCS OTPafUTh MeHs, HO Tebe Gobiiie
He HY2KHO MeHs 3amuuiate». OHa 6epeT ero pyky B cBoi0. «4To OBl 3TO HU ObLJI0, s cCIpaBIioCch». OHa
menyer. «f gedCTBUTENBHO X04uy yY3HaTh Te0s». Knapk yOupaeT eé pyky. YacTb €ro Tak CHUJIIBHO
X0UeT CKa3aTh el, HO ApyTas YacTh OOUTCS, YTO OHa IIOCMOTPUT Ha HETO C OTBPAlleHNeM, eCu
y3HaeT Tak ke, Kak B MeTpomnosuce. OH mbITaeTcs el 3To 00bsCHUTD. «[locnymai, ™, Jlana... To,
KaK THl CMOTpeJjia Ha MeHs B MeTpormnosuce, ObsI0, MMM, Te0e TPOTUBHOY.

—«HeT, s 6bla cOuta C TOJIKY, — IIOIIPABJIAE€T OHa €T0. — ThI He MOXKeEIIb BUHUTL MEHSA 3a 9TO.

—«4] ne BuHio €051, — yBepseT ee Kimapk. — Ho s He MOT'y gOonyCTHTb, UTOOH TH KOTMa-HUOYOb CHOBa
CMOTpEI Ha MEeHS Tak.

—«TrI ObIT HE B ce0e, — BO3pazKkaeT OHa.

—«Jla, OBITT», — HEOXOTHO NMPU3HaeTCs Kilapk B YeCTHOM OIleHKe TOTO, KeM U YeM OH ORI B
Metpomnonuce. «JlaHa, s PEIINI BEIIYCTUTh 3Ty YacTh ce0s HapyXKy, — 00BICHSET OH, — ¥ OHa
Bcerga Oymet TaM. [ToBeph MHe, TH He XOUelllh 3HaTh MEHS TaK, KakK OyMaellb».

«Krmapk, 3To Moe peleHue», — roBOPUT OHa eMy. Knapk xoTesn Obl, 4TOOH 3TO OBITIO TAK, HO Ha
caMoM fefne 9T0 He Tak. OH [IOKEeH PeIIuTh IPSIMO 3[IeCh, IPSIMO Celyac, CKa3aTh e MpaBay Uiu
ITOKOHYUTD C 9TUM U CIIACTH €€ AYIIEBHYI0 00/Tb B OYAYIIIEM.



OH pmemnaeT CBOM BHIOOP.

—«JlaHa, mpocTHu. f Tak 3TOT0 X0TeJ. Bech MpOIIIEIY IOl ST TaK CTapascs OBITh A7 Tebs
TOAXOMSIINM ITapHeM». [1ay3a.

A 51 HeT. JT0 HUKOTA He cpaboTaeT. JlaHa OTBOOUT B3IJIAf, B ee cephle KpyTurcs 0omb. OHa
MOpraer OT CJIe3 Ha Ijla3aX ¥ KMBaeT, 3aTeM YXOnUT oT Kiapka U CHOBa CaguTCs Ha CBOIO JIOLIA[b.
Osna cmotput Ha Knapka.

—«Krmapk, Tebe HUKOTHa He TPUXOOUIOCH IEITAaThCS». JlaHA pa3BoOpayuBaeT JIOUAnh U MEeJIEHHO
ye3xaeT. Kimapk onyckaet ria3a, 06gyMuBasi 3asiBienue Jlanel. OHa TOBOPUT, UTO He 3HAs €ro,
HACTOSIIIET0 ero, KTo OBl 9TO HYU ObIJI, TOTOMY 4TO Hactosiuui Knapk. ToT, KTO CTOUT 3[eCh, UK TOT,
KTO OyiicTBOBasi B MeTpomnonuce. [Toka Kiapk He pemuT 3Ty OUIEMMY, BOSMOXKHO, EMY CIIeAyeT
n3beraTh OTHOIIEHUN. OT0, 6€3yClI0BHO, ObLI0 OBl MeHee 060JIe3HEHHO, YeM TO, UTO OH YyBCTBYET
certyac. OH ocTaeTcsl TaM, TIe OH HOJITOEe BpeMs JAymMaeT 00 3TOM, B TO BpeMs Kak JlaHa MpOoJzKaeT
yHOANIAThCS OT HETO II0 TPYHTOBOM JOPOTe B HaIlPaBJIEHUHU 3aXO[SIIero coHIla. Yero oH He cKasall e,
TaK 3TO TOTO, YTO OH He TOJIbKO II03BOJIUJI 3TOM TEMHOM 4acTU Cce0s BBIMTU HapyXKy, HO U
HacJlaxkaasncs 3TUM. EMy HpaBHJIOCh MCIIONIb30BaTh CBOM CITIOCOOHOCTHY 6e3 0OBIYHOT0 CTpaxa
pa3obrnavyeHusi. PaHbille oH HUKOTTa 0c000 He 3amyMbIBasicsi 06 3TOM, HO C ero CHJION OH MOXKET
IenaTh MMOYTHU BCE, YTO 3aX0UET, UK, IT0 KpaHel Mepe, OH IyMaeT, YTO MOXKET, HO, TIOCKOJIBKY Y
HEero HUKOTMa He OblJI0 MecTa, YTOOH I10-HACTOSIIEMY TPOBEPUTH CBOU IIPENENIbl, OH Ha CaMOM fefie
He 3HaeT. MoxeT OBITh, [yMaeT OH Ipo cebs, MOXKeT OBITh, TIOpa IepecTaTh OTBEPTraTh TO, YEM OH
SIBJISIETCSI, ¥ TIOpa MOHSATH, KTO OH HA CaMOM fiejie ¥ YTO OH AeNCTBUTENIBHO MOXKET CHesaTh.

Yepes HECKOIBKO THEU B oduce Pakena.

—"Bonbimas cTynHa?" Knapk CKenTUYecKy crupaurBaeT XJ100. OH JOT0 U3BUHAJICS IIepen Hel 3a
TO, YTO OBUI IPUAYPKOM, U OHA, Ka3aaoch, Obljla CKJIOHHA MPOCTUTH €T0 10 TaKOM CTENEeHHU, YTO
BTSIHYJIA €r0 B CBOE IIOCJIefHEee paccieqoBaHue. B 9TOT MOMEHT OHa IIOKa3bIBaeT €My OfHY U3 TEX
KJIMIIMPOBAHHBIX Pa3MBITHIX oTorpaduid, KOTOPEle KaKOU-TO TYPUCT CAEJal B 1eCY BOKPYT
CmonnBumnmns. Xmos QbIpKaerT.

—«Hy, oueBuOHO, He HacTosAmui Kinapk». XoTsa 310 0611 CMOJIJIBHTIB, IOM BCEX CTPAHHBIX Belllel,
X105 He MOTJIa IOJTHOCTHIO0 MCKITIOYUTD 3TO, HO, CKOpee BCero, 9T0 ObIJT KAKOH-TO 0YepeIHOn
MeTeopUuTHEIN ypor. Kimapk B3geixaeT. Kaxkmeii pas, Korga OH [iefaj 3To, moMoras Xjoe, OH
PHCKOBaJ Pa3061aunTh ce0s, HO IPU 3TOM YYBCTBOBAJI OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3@ BCEX, KOTO IIpeobpas3uin
METEOPHUTHI, ¥ CIIEOUI 3a TeM, YTOOH OHM HUKOMY He IIPUYUHUIIN Bpefa.

—"Taxk 4TO XKe HaMm AenaTh?"

JIuno X7ou 0CBETHUIIOCEH ee 3y6aCTOM YXMBITTKOH.

—«OTtnuyno! d 3Ham, YTO TH IIOMOKEIIb».

—«KoHeuHo, Xnos. KTo-To nonxeH yoepeds Te€0SI OT CMEPTU».

— "Ou!" — Bo3paxaeT oHa. «TaKOro MOYTH HUKOTTa He CIy4danochk». Kiapk IpocTo CMOTPHUT Ha Hee,
II0Ka OHa He cJIoMaeTcs. «X0pOoIIo, MOXKeT ObITh, 9TO OBIIO MTapy pa3», — ycTynaeT oHa. «Ho
noMuuTe, Kimapk KeHT, 4TO BBl HAXOOUTECh Ha TOHKOM JIbAly, TaK YTO BBl HE MOXKEeTe KPUTUKOBATh
MEeHS IIPSMO cerdac», — HallOMUHAEeT OHa €My, YTO, KOHEYHO, BaXKHO, YUUTHIBAsSA, YTO OH MOT
ocrathbcs 0e3 Nibfia Ioclie TOro, Kak pa3bun eu cepaue. Hy, TouHee, OH BEIPBaJ €T0 U3 ee TPYOH U
TOIITaJI er0 BBEPX ¥ BHU3 CBOMM pa3MepoM 15 ¢yToB, npeanountas Jlany ed u He ©UMes CMEJIOCTU
CKas3aTh ey 3To B nuilo. Het, oHa goskHa Oblna 3TO BEISICHHWTD, 3aCTaB ero u JlaHy



TIeperieTaluMMucs rybaMu B capae. He To, 4ToOb OHa Obllla TOPHKOHM MITH YTO-TO B 9TOM POIE.
KJapk CKJIOHSIET TOJIOBY, U €T0 IJIeYH OMycKaTcs. OTIMYHO, OHA MIPOCTO [OJI’KHA 3aCTABUTh €T0
CHOBA YYBCTBOBATH Ce0s1 IJIOX0, HE TaK JIU?

— «Kmapk», — MATKO roBopHUT XJI051 B €0 CTOMKY. — He cepauch Ha MeHs ceiyac.
Krnapk B3peIxaer.

— «ITouemy Onl 1 HET? ThI IpaBa. Y MeHs HET IpaBa Te0s KpUTHKOBaTh. [Iocyie Bcero, 4To g cOoesa».
Xnos nofasnsieT cToH. Hy, MoxeT OBITh, OHa Oblla MajieHbKOM. BOJIBIION AypaK oeldCTBUTEILHO
pa30bu eii cepplle, X0Ts ¥ HempegHaMepeHHO. Kpome Toro, eCTh MpoaosizKaiouasics cara 0 HeM U
IIOC/IeIHEe! MOAPOCTKOBOM TpeBore JIaHH IOCIe UX pa3phiBa C HEl, KOTOpas CHOBa OKa3anach
nocpenuHe. MoxeT ObITh, €l ClIegyeT IIPOCTO OTIIYCTUTh 9TO ceiyac.

— «Tak nouemy OBl HaM He OTIIPABUTHCS TyMa U He MOUCKATh yIuKu?» ['onoBa Kiapka cHoBa
IOJHUMAETCH.

—«Hmute ynuku? Kto Mbl, 6anma Mystery Inc?» Xyost pacribiBaeTCs B HaxXaIbHOM YXMBITIKE,
BcTaBas Ha Horu. OHa o0BHBaeT pyky Kiapka.

— «JlaBau, Knmapk. ¥ Hac ecTb eiie ofHa 3aragka». OHa BEITaCKMBaET ero u3 oduca, myTd: «Eciu Tel
roJIofeH, Y MeHs B MalllnHe ecTh 3aKycKu CKyOu». Knapk paspaxaercs cMmexoM. OH HUYEro He
MOXKET C 9THM II0fie/iaTh. XJI0S BCeryia MOXKeT pacCMEeUIUTh ero. YyTh 03kKe OHU HoOMPaTCs 40
HEPOBHOCTH B JIECY, Te TYPUCT YBULEII «CHEXKHOTr'0 YeJloBeKa». XJI08 I'POMKO XJIOIIaeT B JIaf 0N, —
"Tak 4TO maBal pa3menumcs u 6ymeM uckath ynuku'. Kiapk cMOTPUT Ha Hee, 3Hasl, YTO OHA IIyTHT.
Hwu 3a 4yTO0, 4epT BO3bMU, OH He YIIYCTUT €€ U3 BULY.

X704 moXuMaerT IiedaMu. «M3BuHU. [TpOCTO NBITalOCh IOAHATH HACTPOEHUE».
Knapk cnerka yneibaetcs. «ITonarao, s HOIKeH HACJIaXkOaThCs 9TUM, IIOKA MOTY, a?»

—«[To-mpexXHEMY He yHaeTCs MOIYUYUTh IPOMJIeHre KpeauTa st pepMul?» — CIIpallluBaeT OHa.
Knapk kauaet rojoBoi. "Het." Xit0st 4yBCTByeT cebst O4eHb IIJI0X0 KM3-3a 3TOro. KoHeyHo, 0Ha
HEMHOT'0 37TUTCS Ha Kiapka, HO OHa He X04eT, YTOOHI OH UJIU €T0 POOUTENH yeXalld U3-3a TOTO, YTO
noTepsanu pepmy. KaxeTcs HenmpaBUIbHEIM, YTO TaKO€e CIy4aeTCs C TAKUMU JIIOObMHU, KaK MUCTED U
muccuc Kenr. "Xnos", Kiapk Ipou3HOCHUT ee UM, IpUBJIeKasa ee BHUMaHue. OHa [ABUXKETCS Tyaa,
roe OH CTOHUT.

—"4Yr0 Takoe?" — cmpallrBaeT OHa.
Knapk yka3bIBaeT Ha 3eMJII0 U 0YeHb OOJIbIION CIle[l Ha 3eMJIe.

—«Bay. Torga y>X TOYHO He TUTAHTCKUU €HOT». XJI05T HAaKJIOHSETCS, YTOObI paCCMOTPETD €T0
mobnuxke, ¥ 3aMedaeT, 9T0 Kiapk menmaer To ke caMoe.

—"I[1o-MmoeMy, XJ1041, BEITJIIAUT BIIOJIHE [10-4€JI0BEUECKU", - KOMMeHTUpyeT Knapk.
—«HwuKkorma He cynu o KHuUre mo 06oxke, Kimapk», — rOBOPUT OHa B OTBET.
—«Q, THI YTO, TENEPb OMBITHBLIA CIIEAOMBIT?»

— «Hert HYZXKIHI B CapKa3Me, KnapK, HO pPa3 THI CIIpAlllMBa€llb, Y MEHA €CTh MHOT'O HAaBEIKOB, KOTOPEIE
MOTYT BKJIIOHUATh UJIX HE BKIIIOYATh YTE€HUE TPEKOB».



—«Yry. Bet uckanmu B Google 3Ty TeMy mepeq TeM, KaK MbI VIITH, HE TaK JIU?»

—«B03MO0XKHO, HO 5 fyMal0, 4TO [Jig YeI0BeKa, KOTOPHIU BCIO KU3Hb IIPOKUII Ha (pepMe, BB
yIyCKaeTe YepPTOBCKU OYEBUIHOE>.

910 cymecTBO? X104 yKa3hiBaeT Ha 5 HeOONbIINX yriay0neHuii nepex cnenom. "Bugurte?" "Ara."

—«Crmensl 0T KOT'TEH», — YBEPEHHO 3asIBJISET OHA, POSICh B CYMKe U focTaBas TenedoH. «Kto Ov1 wmu
4yTO GBI HU MIPOXOMUIO 3[I€Ch, ¥ HETO KOT'TH Ha HOTax», — rOBOPHUT oHAa Kiapky, memas CHUMOK Ha
Kamepy cBoero tenedona. Kimapk cMOTpuT Ha HUX 00jiee MPUCTANIBHO, U [a, 9TO MOXKET ObITh OMHUM
13 CII0CO00B MHTEPIIPETAIMH OTMETHH, a MOXKeT OBITh U HUYeM, ¥ XJI05 POCTO UCKAaXKaeT TO, YTO
BUIUT, YTOOBI COOTBETCTBOBATH TEOPUHM, Ha KOTOPOH OHa y&Ke chopMupoBajach. XJ0st BCTAeT MPSIMO.

—«HWTaK, 4T0 HaM HYXKHO CHesaTh, TaK 3TO BEPHYThCI K Pakesly ¥ CPaBHUTH UX C «3aKOHHBIMU», — U
OHa UCITI0/Ih3YET 3TOT TePMUH CBOOOAHO. "C oTIIeYyaTKaMu CHEXKHOTO YeJI0BeKa, KOTOpEIe 5T yIoOHO
Halll/la BYepa".

"Buepa?" X105 oXKuUMaeT IjledaMy U CHOBA yibibaeTcs: Kimapky cBoedt 3y0acTol yiIbIOKOH,
3aCTaBJIsAsg €T0 YIbI0aTHCS U KadyaTh [0JI0BOU. XJ10 06BUBAET €T0 PyKaMH.

—«JlaBa#, O07bIIION TapeHb. Hac XKOeT meo mpaBAbl ¥ CIIPABEOIMBOCTH». 3aTeM Kapk mo3Boiser
Xnoe yrauuTh ero. O6a OHU He MTOI03PEeBAIOT 0 GUTYpPe B BETBSIX, HaOM0JAOIEN 3@ UX YXOMOM.

Cabme3y0slil KOET, TOKa He YCIIBIIUT, KaK IBOe JeTel 0THe3Kal0T, IPEXKe YEM CIIPEITHYTH CO
CBOEro HaOJIOaTeIbHOT0 IYHKTa Ha 3eMyti0. OH U3[aeT pa3gpaxkeHHoe prryanue. OObIYHO OH
ITPOCTO HafieBa MyTrajKy Ha JBOUX, HO MarHETO MPOUHCTPYKTHPOBAJ €T0 HE IIPUBIIEKATh JTUIITHETO
BHUMAaHUS. TOT TYPUCT, KOTOPHIX choTOrpadupoBas ero, ¥ Tak IpuBiekas K cebe JOCTaTOYHO
BHUMaHUs. Kpome Toro, 6510 YTO-TO HE TaK C 3allaXOM 3TOTO Majib4MKa, UTO He BEI3EIBAJIO
6ecmokorictBa Cabne3y6oro. 3To OBIIO TPOCTO CTPAHHO. BCKope OH yrny6iseTcs B Jec.

[Tpomiio HeCKONBKO HeleNIb II0C/e acTepoua M, u OH BEPHYJCS B CBOe HOPMaJIbHOE COCTOSTHUE
IIOCJIE TOT0, KaK MarHeTo «yCUJIU» ero. be3 peryaspHOro BO3OeHCTBUSI Ha MyTaHTa MarsHeto
3¢hdeKTH 0Ka3aauch JIUIIb BpeMeHHBIMU. YeCTHO IroBOpPsI, OH ObUT paf 9ToMy. OH Haxe He 3HAET,
moueMy BoOOIIe COTJIacuics Ha 3T0. Pa3Be HaJ HUM yXkKe He [OCTAaTOYHO 3KCIIEPUMEHTHPOBAJIU B
cBoelt xu3Hu? Opyxue Mkc coenano 1o xe caMmoe. He Tak MIMPOKO, KakK OHU caefanu ¢ Pocomaxoii.
OH pbIuuT IpH MEICTH 0 JloraHe. [laxe ecnu JIoraH He MOT BCIIOMHUTD, YTO IIPOHUCXOANIIO MEXKAY
HUMM Ha MPOTSXKeHUU gecsatunetuii, CabnesyOrlit MOT, ¥ 3TO ObLJIO HeNPUSITHO. OmHaXKIB ONUH U3
HUX YObET OPyroro. ITo OBIJIO MPOPOYECTBO, MPOU3HECEHHOE KAaKUM-TO [TpoBUIlIeM, U 110 KaKOH-TO
IPUYMHE OH He MOT MOHSATh, YTo Cabne3yOslit moBepun eMy. OH 3ajaeTcsl BOIIPOCOM, CKOJIBKO ellle
eMy IIpHUaeTcs XKaaTh. MarseTo He COOOIINI eMy HU BpeMEHHOM IITKabl, HU MPUYKHEI, 10 KOTOPOW OH
OKa3aJicsi B 3TOM IePEeBEeHCKOM ropopke mocpenu Kansaca. He To 4ToO®! BH Korga-nubo 3aaBaiuch
BOIIPOCOM, TIOUeMy MarsHeTo 4TO-TO AejlaeT. Tkl MPOCTO Aellaelllb TO, YTO OH TOBOPHUT Tebe.

B toT menp Knapk Bo3BpaIlaeTCs JOMOU IOCTIE IITKOJIb U 00HAPYXKUBAET, YTO €T0 POAUTENH CUOSAT 3a
KYXOHHBIM CTOJIOM C TOPXKECTBEHHEIMU BHIPDAKEHUSMU Ha JIULIAX.

—«Knapk. Cagucek», — IpOCHUT ero oTell. Kiapk Tak u menaer.

— MHe 3T0 He TOHpaBUTCS, Aa? MapTa u [[2KoHaTaH CMOTPSAT APYT Ha ApyTa, lledallb CIUIIKOM
oueBupOHa. [I2KoHaTaH oOpalaeTcsi K CBOeMy CHIHY. «BaHK fiepraeT BUIKY. ME moTepsieM GpepMy».
Cepaue Knapka 3aMupaeT OT YyBCTBa BHAHHL.



—«3TO MO BUHA, — TOBOPHUT OH HIEIIOTOM, ITIOJIHBIM BHHEI.

—«Krnapk, goporoii. HeT», — roBoput emy MapTa, He kenasi, 4yTo6sl Knapk Bunumn ceds. OH U Tak
HeCeT Ha CBOUX IIJiedax CTOJIbKO BUHHI.

—«HeT maM. 9T0 Tak».
MapTa CMOTPUT Ha Mya, IIPOCS er0 CKa3aTh YTO-HUOYb.

« Kmapk, aTo He TBOsI BUHA. bu3Hec», — OH fienaeT may3y. To, 4To OH coOupascs Mpu3HaTh,
[xoHaTaHy KeHTy HeJlerko pu3HaTh, IOCKOJIBKY 9TO IPU3HAHUE €ro TUYHOU Heygauu. «bu3Hec Bce
paBHo Ol B 6efe. UYTo OBl BE HU CHelany, 9TO He U3MEHUIOCh Obl». Barnsm Knapka CKOTb3UT 110
cTony. — Tak 4TO XKe HaM Teleph AeflaTh? OH CIIPOCUIIL.

—«BaHK fan HaM HECKOIbKO JHEeM, 4ToOR coOpaThCs U yexaTb, — 00bsicHseT MapTta. — Torga Mel
nogeM u 6yieM XKUTh C TBOUM [EIYIIKOM.

—«OpHako 3T0 O6yfeT He TO ke camoe. ITo OyAeT He IoM», - ToBOpUT Krapk, BrIpaxasi CBOU
oraceHus.

— "Cui", — HaunHaeT [IxoHaTaH. «He MecTo, e Bh XKUBETE, NelaeT Bac MOMOM. JTO JIIOOHU, C
KOTOPBIMU BEI XKUBETEY.

— "Taxk ThI mercTBUTENbHO yxoauins?" IIut cupamuBaeT Kiapka Ha CleAyoIIuy geHb, KOrga OHU
urpaiotT B 6acket6o1. brisia cy600Ta, 103TOMY He OBLIO IMKOMHL. «[la», — orBeyaeT Knapk. [Tut
IIpUIlle] HAaBECTUTD UX, ¥ pofuTenu Kiapka IT03BONIUIK €My CHeJaTh epephiB B c6opax, YTOOH
npoBecTH BpeMs ¢ [TutoM. He To uyT0OH Kitapky HyzKHO OBIZI0O MHOTO BpeMeHHU, 4ToOs coOpaThcs. OH
MOXKET CIeJlaTh 3TO 3a HECKOIPKO MUHYT, HO MaTh He MOAMyCKaja ero K 4eMy-1u60 XpyIKoMy,
IIEHHOMY WJIY SBJISIBIIEMYCSI CEMEMHOM penukBuen. [Iut 6pocaeT M4, KOTOPHEIM OTCKAKUBAET OT
Konblia, 1 Knapk ero noBur.

— "Yept", — 6opmouet I1ut, ynyctus kop3uny. «Hy, s 6yny cky4ats 1o Tebe, Kimapk».
—«41 Toxe Oyny cky4aTh 1o Tebe, [TuT. He Mor OBl TH cHenaTh MHE ofojKeHue?» [TUT ycMexaeTcs.

9M, ma. OTKyzga ThI 3T0 3Haelns? «Hy, HecMOTps Ha Ball 6eCKOHeYHBIY poMaH ¢ JlaHou JIsHT, 5 3HaIO,
YTO Bbl HEPABHOAYIIHH K GeccTpaluHoit Mucc CannmuBan». [ 00IbIINHCTBA IO 9TO MOXKET
II0Ka3aThCs OECTAaKTHHIM, HO y [TuTa Oblzla MaHepa ObITh YECTHBIM, KOTOPYIO BBl MOTJIU OBl OLIEHUTDH, U
Ila, HECMOTPS Ha ero 4yBcTBa K JlaHe, Kiapky He Obl10 fesa go Xnou. YepT, OH IPUTIacUll ee Ha
BeCeHHHU 0asi, MOTOMY 4TO y Hero OBIIM K HeX dyBcTBa. Kimapk 6pocaeT Ms4 1 3a0KMBaeT B KOP3UHY.

[TuT momxomuT U ogHUMaeT MsS4. «OHa yOexkeHa, 4To 1o jecaM CMOIIBuUis OPOAUT CYIIECTBO,
II0X0XKee Ha CHEeXKHOTO 4eJloBeKa», — roBOpPUT Knapk cBOeMy ApyTy.

[Tut ycmexaetcs.

—«[Ia, s 3Har Kmapk. Eciu Thl 3a0b11, 1 TOXKE ee OPYT, ¥ TH 3HAEIllb, YTO OHA HUKOTHAa He MOXKeT
3aMoJT4aTh 00 OOJHOM M3 CBOMX PACCIEOOBAHUM».

— "ITpuBeT!" X71051 KPUYUT, BLIXOMAS U3 IOMa, YCIIbIIIAB I0CiieiHee 3aMedanue [Iuta. 3To Obia ele
OJlHa IIPHUYMHA, 10 KOTOPO# Kapk He MCII0Ib30Bal CBOI CBEPXCKOPOCTh YTOOK cOOpaTh Belu. XI1os
BhI3BAJIaCh MMOMOYb, HO He TO YTOOHLI OHA AEWCTBUTENLHO paboTana. OHa MpUMEHMIa CBOU TaJlaHTH B



Ka49eCTBe€ KOHTPOJIePa, Uik, IPYIruMHU CJIIOBaMH, OHA, KaK 0OBIYHO, KoMaHmoBasna uM. He To YTOORI
KnapK OEelCTBUTEIBHO KaJI0BaJICsI Ha TO, YTO OH IIPOBOOUT TO HEMHOI'O€ BPEMS, UTO Y HEIr'O OCTAJIOCh
B CMOII/IBHIIE, CO CBOUMU APY3bAMHU. XJ1051 TOAXOOUT K OBYM MaJIbYUKaM.

«41 He Tpauy Bce BpeMs Ha Pa3roBOPH], KaK HAMEKAIOT HEKOTOPEIe 6e3hRIMSIHHEIE JTIOOH, — OHa
Opocaet Ha [IuTa CBUPEIBIN B3I,

—«¥ry. Koreuno, Xi0», — HeuckpeHHe roBoput Knapk. — [la, 4TO OH CKa3aj, — TeM Ke TOHOM
roopur I1urt.

X705 cyXaeT Tjla3a B TOM Iyramoliei MaHepe, Ha KOTOPYIO CIIoCOOHA TOJIBKO OHA. B3riisim, KOTOpHIH
3acTaBisgeT gaxe Kimapka HepBHUYATh M3-3a TOTO, YTO OHA HaUOeT Crocob MPpUYMHUTE eMy 601b. Ha
caMoM fieJie KaXeTcsl, UTo ee OPOBH [IepraeTcs Aaxe TOTHa, KOTga OHa OeWCTBUTENIbHO HAKOJISIeTCS.
Knapxk u [TuT HEPBHO XKAYT CBOEH y4acTu. CIyCTs TO, YTO KazXKETCS BEYHOCTHIO, X710 BCKUILIBAET

PYKH.

"Manbuuku!" — pa3gpaxkeHHO KPUYUT OHa, IIpexkfe 4yeM yuTH B capail. [Iut u Knapk o0ecrioKoeHHO
CMOTpPAT OPYT Ha Apyra.

— Heyxenu MblI ObIIM HACTOIBKO MEPTBHI, KakK S AyMal? — cIpaimBaeT [1uT.

"Ha. d yxoxXy, IOMHUTE".

«THI 3HaEIIb, YTO PACCTOSTHUE HE SIBIIIETCS MPEeNsTCTBUEM [ THeBa Xiou, Kimapk, BepHo?» Ilneuyn
Knapka onyckaiorcs. «[[ymalo, HaM CTOUT HayaTh MUCATh 3aBelllaHue», — Mpejiaraet oH. — [lymaro,
ma, — cornamaeTtcs [Tut. «Ho 9To MOXKeT MomoKaaTh, IIOKa 5 CHavyaja He 00krpaio TeOs B
O6ackeTOom». Knapk QrIpKaer.

«Ypauwm, Ilut. 4 Bunepenu».
«TakTuka, Knapk. 9To Bce TakTuKa. {1 MpocTo yOaroKuBao Tebs T0KHEIM YyBCTBOM 6€30I1aCHOCTH».

«Koneuno, Tel [Tut», - roBoput Knapk co BceM capka3MoM, Ha KOTOPHIH oH criocobeH. OH
YXMBIISIETCS:

«Cpernaii Bce BO3MOXKHOE». [TUT HauMHAeT OTOMBATh MY, ITOKa IMEITaeTcs obortu Knapka. U3 moma
BHITIAABIBAIOT MapTta u [JxKoHaTaH. MapTa IpyCTHO B3[bIXaeT.

— "Iymaens, oH OyHeT B mopsAgKe?" — cupamuBaeT oHa y Kiapka.
«41 yBepeH, 4To ¢ HUM GymeT Bce xopoIro, MapTa».

«[IpocTo... eMy Tak TPYAHO MOAPYKUThCS C [IKoHaTaHOM. OH TaK OOUTCS BIYCTUTH KOTO-T100 U3-3a
CBOETO CEeKpeTa».

— "4 3HA10", — MATKO TOBOPUT OH XKEHE.

«41 mpocTo xo4y, 4TOOH! OBIII0 MECTO, TAe OH MOT ObI OBITH CaMUM CO00I», — TOBOPUT OHA MYXKY.
«['me-uubymp, Te eMy He HYKHO IpsitTaThcs. C MIOObME, KOTOPHIE IPUMYT €r0 TaKUM, KaKO! OH
€CThb».

IIxoHaTaH B3mbxaeT. OH COTTIaCEH CO BCEM, UTO OHA roBoput. OH X0Tes 6B, YTOOL! 0 3TOTO He
mo1o, HO 6aHK 0Oosibllle He OymeT mpenocTaBnsaTh Kpegut. OH BHe BapuaHTOB. OHU OTEPSU GhepMy,



Kak Obl eMy HU Obl710 00JTBHO 9TO Mpu3HaBaTh. OH moTepsn ¢hepMy, KOTopas IpHUHaIIexala ero
CceMbe Ha MPOTSIKEeHUHU IOKOJIeHNH, U 9TO He eIMHCTBeHHOe OpeMsi, KoTopoe oH HeceT. Korma [Ixkop-
91 gan emy cuny BepHYTh Kiapka, [[>)KOHaTaH 3akJII04YuIl CAeJKy. TOT, KOro oH 3HaeT, [[2K0p-91 paHo
WU TI03[IHO TOTPeOyeT OT HEro YecTH, ¥ XOTSI OHU OYAYT KUTh 3a COTHU MUJIb C YEJIOBEKOM,
KOTOPOT'0 OH e[JBa MOXET BLIHECTH, @ UMEHHO C OTLIOM MapTHl, OH COMHEBaeTCs, UTO 3TO OyJeT UMETh
KaKoe-nub0 3HaueHue [ TOro, KTO IpPeTeHAyeT Ha ObITh OnosiorndeckuM oTioM Krapka. ITo3xke B
TOT K€ [eHb, Korma Xnos u [IuT yumu gomoit, Knapk ¢ TsXKeNbIM CepAleM 3aKIeuBaeT OfHY U3
IIOC/IeMHUX KOPoOOoK. OHM YIIaKOBaJIM IMOYTH BCE B I'PY30BUK [IJIs 3aBTPAIHEH II0e3KH B
Kanmudopnuto. 3aBTpa. Korma on nmpomaeTcs ¢ Xnoel, [Tutom u JlaHo#, oH mpenmnonaraet. OH
IOJIKEH TOoNpoIaThcs ¢ JIaHOM, HECMOTpPS Ha BCIO HEJIOBKOCTh, KOTOpas 3TO BEI30BeT. Ero cepaue
BCe elle G0IUT ToCIie IPUHATOTO UM PelleHus Pa30pBaTh KX OTHOLIEHUS, HO 3TO OBIJIO K JTy4YIIEMY.
[TpocTo GymeT myd4ine, eCinu

JlaHa OymieT BOaaM OT BCEX €T0 CEKPETOB U Bcelt 6011, KOTOPYIO MOXKET IPUHECTH 3HAHUE TOTO, KTO
oH Takou. Kimapk 6epeT KOpoOKYy ¥ BEIHOCUT €€ Ha YIUIly, YTOOH IOJIOXKUTE B I'Py30BUK. CTaBs €ro,
OH 3aMevaeT MPUOIUKAIOIMIUKICS K [OMY YepPHEIH QPyproH. IToO 4TO-TO HOBeHbKOe. EMy MHTepecHo,
KTO 9TO npuexain cofga? OH 1o3Bajl POJUTENIEN.

K ToMy BpeMeHH, KOTHa OH 3TO CHeJall, YepHBIH QYpProH yXKe IPUIIapKOBAJICS BO3JIE IOMa, U CO
CTOPOHBI BOOUTEJIS BBILIEN OBOJIBHO HEBLICOKMIA, YCTPAIIAOIINH MyKYUHA C PaCTPEIIaHHBIMU
YepPHEIMU BOJIOCAMU U TOJIyObIMU T'JIa3aMH, ¥ Y HET0 OBUT MOYTH AUKUM BUA. ClIefyiouuM uueT
MaJIbYUK, KOTOPHIH BHITTIIAUT IPUMEPHO TOTO XK€ BO3pacTa U POCTOM, YTo U Kiapk, MoxkeT OhITh,
HEMHOTO HWXKe, C KallITAHOBEIMU BOJIOCAMH ¥ B TEMHO-KPACHBIX COJTHIIE3AIIUTHHIX O4Kax. Benen 3a
HUM U3 QyproHa BEIXOOUT HEBYIIKA C IPKUMU PLIXKMMU BOJIOCAMHU U 3€JIEHBIMHU Tla3aMu. Tem
BpEMEHEM MYXKYHHA OUKOTO BUa OTKPHLUT OOKOBYIO ABEPH PyProHa U IOMOTAET BEIOPATHCS JIEICOMY
MYXKUYMHe B MHBAJIUIHOM KOJsicKe. Kak TOMbKO MHBaMUIHAS KOJSCKA OMYCKAeTCs Ha 3eMJTIO,
MYXKUYMHa TOJKaeT PY4YKY yIpaBiIeHUs BIepen U HanpasisieTcs K KiapKy u ero ponuTesnsm.

— "Muctep u muccuc Kent?" — cupamuBaeT JbICHIA. MapTa U [[:K0OHATaH ClierkKa HalpsarawTes,
Bcerpa 0ecrnoKosich, KOTa KT0-TO, KOTO OHU He 3HAIOT, KaXKeTCsl, 3HaeT, KTO OHU TaKue.

— "Ila", — oCcTOpOKHO O0TBedaeT [[KoHATaH. JILICHIM MyXKYMHA YCIIOKauBalollle U TEIJIO YIrbaeTcs.

«Menst 30ByT Yapnb3 KcaBbep, ¥ y MEHSI €CTh K BaM IIPEIJIOKEHUE.
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