"Kaxk THl MOXKeIlb TaK TOBOPUTL?" - cupocu Top, Irnsifgsd Ha Hero B HelOyMeHUMU.

"Jlerxo. { OB 3amepT B TEMHUIIE B TeYeHNE HECKOIbKUX MECSIEB, U Tl HU Pa3y He HAaBECTUJI MEHSI.
ThHI TOSIBUIICS TOBKO IMTOTOMY, YTO OBLI IbsTH. EC/IM OBI THI OBLIT TPE3B, TH OBl HUKOTIAa MEHS He
yBupen".

"9t1o0 Hempaspa! OTery 3anpeTur..."

"9To HUKOTIa He OCTaHaB/IMBaJo Te0s paHbile", — npepsai ero JIoku. "Eciu TH He TOJTy4dan CBOETO,
THI 3aKaThIBaJl UCTEPUKY, a €CIIM YTO-TO UM KTO-TO HE COTJIAlllajiCd C TBOMMHU UOESMH, TO..." OH
pas3Ben pykamu. "Tsl 3a00Tuscs 060 MHE TOJIBKO TOTHa, KOTHa 3TO ObIyI0 YyOoOHO. Thl 04eHb GBICTPO
OT[AIUJICS OT MeHs, KOTja pa3roBapuBall CO CBOMMH HOBBIMU MUATaPACKUMU APY3bsMU".

Bo B3rnspme Topa, mpoMenbKHY M 1IOK. "¢ 6bI HUKOTA TakK He cuenan”.

"OH npueMHBIN", — PaBHOOYIIHO cKa3asl JIoku. JIuio Topa, CHOBa IMOKpacHeso. " Thl MpU3Hal 3TO
IOCTATOYHO OBICTPO, He TakK u?"

"41... Tlomoxnmu, OTKyaa Thl BOOO1IE 3HAEI, YTO 5 9TO ToBopun?" - "Trl He Mor. T GbLT B..."

"CTekJISTHHAS TIOPbMa, BB, BUIMMO, HE Y4UJIM, YTO OHA He OXpaHssack. { Mor yUTH B 110601 MOMEHT,
Y 110 CYTH, s HaOIroas 3a BallluM MaJIeHbKUM COOpaHueM, IOCBSIIeHHEIM MHe. f y3Ha/l 0 3eJIeHOM
3Bepe oT bapToHa, ¥ MHe OBIIO MOBOJIBHO JIETKO YOEOUTh Ty KEHIIUHY, YTO I COOMPAIOCh
HCII0Ib30BaTh €ro B CBOMX IyaHax". JIOKH, clierka moxar rjiedyaMu. "3Beph IedCTBUTEIbHO
IIPUTOAMIICS, ¥ XOTS MHE He IIOHPABUJIOCh, YTO MEHS LIBHIPSAIN, KaK TPAIUYHYIO KyKJly, OH BCe-TaKu
IIOMOT Pa3pYyIIUTh CBSI3b MEXKAY MHOU U ero NPUCIIEeITHNKaMHU.

"UT0 KacaeTcs TOro, YTO TH CKa3aJl CBOXM HOBHIM [PY3bsIM, Thl XOTEeJl IPOU3BECTH Ha HUX
BIleUaTJieHNe, a OpaT-yOuiilla, KOTOPHIM HaMepeH 3aBoeBaTh BeCh UX MUp, — He TOT CIIOCco0 chenaTth
aTo. CKa3aB, YTO 5 YCHIHOBJIEH, THI CMOT' OTCTPAHUTh Ce0ST OT BCETO, UTO 5 chaefas. Y Hac HeT obuiein
KPOBH, H ..." OH IPOYUCTHII ropio. "SI - ETyH, a 3Ha4YMT, B MOe# CyIHOCTH JOJIZKHO GEITh 3710. 51 BeMb
TaKUM POIUICS".

Top, cnymas JIoKu, MPUCIIOHUIICS CIIMHOM K CTEHe, U Ha ero JIUIle TIOSIBUIIOCH BEIpaXKeHHe
TIOJIHEHIIIEro OT4YassHUs. XOTs Tenepsb, JIOKHu, 0OHAPYKWUII, UYTO He MOXKET IlepecTaTh TOBOPUTD, ITOKa
He BHICKAXeT BCe, UTO AyMaer.

"Hu Tebe, HU KOMY-T100 IPyroMy He IPUXOMUIIO B TOJIOBY, YTO CO MHOM 4TO-TO He TakK. HeT, mpocTo
IIpeanojaraaock, YTO BCe, YTO S Jenal, 1 Jelalo 10 KaKOU-TO THYCHOU IIpruunHe. f Mor He
IIOHMMAaTh, UTO BCE BOKPYT MEHS peabHO, U y 3eMJISH He ObIIO MPUYKH 3HATh, YTO CO MHOM YTO-TO
He TakK, HO THL.. Thl, 3Ha/I MeHs 0ojiee THICSYH JIET, 3asBIIsis 0 OPaTCTBe, IoJIarai, 4To s Halamao Ha
Muprapq, B KauecTBe "BO3MeIleHUs 3a BooOpaxkaeMble 00uabl". f1 HuUero He Boobpaxai, u caMmoe
y2KaCHO€, 4TO HUKTO, HUKTO He CIIPOCUJI MeHd, moyemy!".

Top, ycTaBuUICS Ha HETO IIMPOKO BEIMYYEHHBIMY T'Ta3aMu. JIOKM, ¥ He 3aMeTHJI, YTO BO BpeMs CBOei
THPA/bl OH BO3BHIIIAJICS Hal HUM, II0Ka OH YyTh He yIan ¢ Kpecna. [pyas JIOKH, B3gbIManach OT
PE3KHUX BIOXOB, ¥ OH YCUJIMEM BOJIM 3aCTaBuI ce0s B3SITh CeOs B PYKH.

"f-1, — 3anuHasACh, nporosopun Top, — 4 He AyMmall..."

"KoHe4HO, HET, IOTOMY 4YTO Thl HUKOT[a He feflaelllb 3TOro. [lay yragao, 3TO TBOU IIOAXaIMMbI-
npy3bst yoenunu Teb6s, YTO MEHS He CIIaCTH, U YTO 5 CHesial TO, YTO CHeajl, U3 YyBCTBa PEBHOCTH".
CwmernocTs B rina3ax Topa, Obia gy Hero JOCTaTOYHBIM OTBETOM. "¢ yBEpeH, OHU TaKXkKe CKa3alu



Tebe, YTO 5 MOACTPOUII TBOE U3THaHMe, YTOOH 1 MOT 3aBllafieTh TPOHOM Acrappaa. Bo3aMoxHoO, 5
nokasan ETyHaM myTh B AcTapf, - BCS €r0 SpOCTh BHE3AIHO, Ka3al0Ch, BHITEKIa U3 HETO IPH 3TOM
IPU3HAHUY, — "HO 9TO HUKOTTA He MOJIKHO ObIIO 3aiTH TaK faneko. Bce, 4ero s XoTesn, 3TO YTOOH
KTO-TO HAKOHEIl YBUIEJI, UTO Tl He TOTOB. THl SrOMCTUYEH, BLICOKOMEPEH, 0e3paccyneH U JyMaellb
TOJIBKO O CJIaBe, KOTOPYIO MOXKEIIh IIOJTy4YuTh, U 1 MHOT'O pa3 IBITANICS cKa3aTh 00 aToM OOuHY HO,
KakK U THI, OH He Ciyiian".

"O, ¥ Ha BCSIKUI ClTy4ail, eC/Ii THl AeHCTBUTEILHO CUUTaeIllb, YTO 51 0ToOpas y Tebs TPOH, TO 5
HUKOI'Ta He x0Tell 3Toro. CoBeT cHenal MeHs IjapeM B TBoe U OfuHa, OTCyTCTBUE. [lelCTBUS,
KOTOpBIE ST MPEATIPUHST KakK 1japk, Obiu Ha 611aro Acrapma'.

"“ThI IBITAJICA YHUUYTOXKUTSE LIEJYI0 IIJIaHEeTy", — Bo3pa3ui Top.

"[la, — cormnacuscsa JIoku, 4yBCTBYf, KaK B HEM CHOBA [IOJHUMAETCS I'HEB, — S CHOeJIal 3T0, XOTS Th
OBLTT BUHOBEH B TOM K€ CaMOM 3a TPHU OHS OO 3TOro. Pa3Hulla IUIL B TOM, YTO 5 CAesan Obl 3TO, HE
PUCKYS XKU3HbIO HA OOHOTO aca, HO BCe Xe i 3710[el. {1 BUHOBAT B TBOUX T'IYIIBIX pelleHusIX. UMeHHO
II03TOMY THI COPOCHJI MEHSI C MOCTQ, IIOTOMY YTO 5 MPUAYMaJl CII0CO0 YHUUYTOXKUTH BCEX MOHCTPOB
OOHKUM MaxoM. f numun Tebs cnaBhl B 6uTBe. UTo XK, — JIOKH, IIMPOKO PACKUHYII PYKH, — BOT OJUH
npsmo 31ech. [laBai, Top, y0eit uymoBuiie".

Top ycTraBuics Ha Hero, ¥ JIOKY ¢ youBjIeHueM MOoHsJ, 4To Top miadet. Cine3sl CTeKasIu 10 ero JuLy,
ncye3as B 6opope ¥ gesasi CBeT/Ible BOJIOCH 4yTh TeMHee. ['yOrl Topa ObI/IM MJIOTHO CXKATHI B TIOTBITKE
yOepKaThb UX OT JPOXKHU.

JIoku cpenan war Hasaf, KapThHA, [IPefCcTaBlias lepel HAM, 3aCTaBUla ero Cepale fnenarhb
HeTpUBLIYHEIE Bely. "Thl nauelrs. [ToueMy ThH miadens?"

Top He 0TBETUI; BMECTO 3TOTO OH IIOAHSJICSA CO CBOEr0 MeCTa, HU3KO CKJIOHUB rojioBy. OT Bufa
TPOMOBEPKIIA, TaK SBHO PacCTPOeHHOro, JIOKu 3axoTenoch yoexaTh. IHOTHA, Kak U Bce OpaThs U
cecTphl, JIOKM XOTeNl MPUYNHUTE OpaTy OTBETHYIO O0JIb IOCie Toro, Kak Top oOumen ero, HO 9TO...
910 OBI710 4TO-TO Apyroe. OH 0KU[AJ, YTO €T0 CJI0BA BRI30BYT SPOCTh, UTO THEB Topa 3ax/IeCTHET ero
HACTOJIbKO, YTO OH Habpocutcs Ha JIOKH B OTMECTKY, a He OyHeT miakaTh, KakK OyTO eMy IPUYUHUIIN
6omnb. JIokM HMKAK He MOT I0o-HacTosieMy odupmets Morydero Topa.

"Ter mpaB", — cka3ay Top, ero roysoc OB ITOJIOH 3MOIUi. "MHe CleoBaio 3amaBaTh 00JIbIe

BOIIPOCOB, @ He IIPOCTO IPHHUMATH 3a IIPaBAy TO, YTO KTO-TO APYIroi CKa3al MHE O TBOUX

cTpeMiieHusaX. Tel Mo Gpart, s HoJzKeH ObUT 3HATh 3TO Tyy4iie". XoTs Top BHTIISAEN Tak, CJIOBHO

X0TeJs1 00HATh JIOKH, OH, K CHaCThIO, 3TOT0 He cheinai. "f1 ocTaBimio Te0s OTObIXaTh", — CKa3aJl OH
"

BMECTO 3TOro. Ecnu ThI coryiaceH, nmo3xke Ctapk 1 PomMaHOB xoTenu Obl TOTrOBOPUTH € ToOOM". OHU BCe
XOTST, HO 9TH [IBoe ObUIH HauOojiee TBEPOO HAaCTPOEHH ",

Jloku 3axJieCcTHyJIa BOJIHA sMouuii. "4 nogymarn", — OTBETUII OH.
Top KUBHYJ TOI0BO# ¥ BHIIET U3 KOMHATHI, 6€CIIYMHO 3aKpHIB 3a CO00# OBEDE.

Kak TONbKO [IBEPH 3aKPHLTach, JIOKM OMyCTUIICS HA KPECIIo y OKHA U TsKelo B3moxHyn. OH CKa3al To,
YTO, BEPOSITHO, HE [OJIZKEeH ORI TOBOPUTH, HO 3TO OBIIO TO, YTO CJIEI0BANIO CKa3aTh. JIOKH He
YyBCTBOBAJI YTPLI3EHU! COBECTH 3a CBOM CJIoBa. OH JOCTATOYHO OTEeKasl YyBCTBA APYTHX JIIOMEH,
BO3MOKHO, HACTaJI0 BPEMSI HaTh MIOHSATH CBOM COOCTBEHHEIE,  €CIIM [P 9TOM IIOCTPANAIOT YyXKKe
MHTEPECH], TO TaK TOMY U OBITh.
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Cnenyrolye HeCKOIbKO OHeW JIOKM BOCCTaHABIMBAJICS IIOCIe MAaru4ecKol ataku. ®u3nyecKue paHH,
KOTOPHBIE OH IOJTYYHII, 3aTSHYJIHUCh, ¥ OH ObIJT JOCTATOYHO 30POB, YTOOK TOKMHYTH ManaTy, Ho JIoKu
10 KOHITA HE MOT IIOHSTH, II0YEMY ero He BEITYCTHIH. Pa3Be ero He MOKHEI OBLIM BEPHYTH B €T0
KaMepy o BOPIIOM? BO3MOXKHO, MPUYKMHA 0KUNAHUS 3aKJTI0YaIach B TOM, YTO MUIATAP/IIEl XOTEIH
TIOJTYYUTb OT HETO OTBETH, HO OH COMHEeBaJCs B 3TOM. OHUM MOTJIM JOIIPOCUTD €T0 B ITOA3EMEIhe TaK
JKe JIeTKO, KaK U 37IeCh.

OpuH 1 ®purra HeOMHOKPATHO HaBelllalu ero, Ho Top Mmo-mpexXHeMy IIPOHoJizKaJjl YIIOpHO u30eraTh
BCTpeuu. Top He CKa3asl POOUTENSIM, IToUueMy OH 0oJblle He MPUXOOUT K JIoku, u JIoKu ObLT HEMHOTO
YOUBJIEH UX THEBOM Ha fercTBus Topa. JIOKM C HEKOTOPEIM YIOBOIbCTBUEM OOBSICHUI UM, UTO
npou3ouuio Mexay HuM u Topom. K ero etge 60blieMy yIUBIEHNWIO, HUKTO U3 HUX HE PaCCEPAUIICS
Ha Hero, HUKTO He IOIIPEKHYJI eTr0 ¥ He CKa3asl, YTO OH [I0IKEH U3BUHUTHCS.

Opurra BepHyJachk B €ro KOMHaATy Ccpa3y [0ocje MOoIyaHs, HeCs B PyKax CBEPTOK C ofexpaon. OHa
JIACKOBO yNBIOHYIAch eMy: "9 mogymara, YTO TH 3aX04elllb HafleTh YTO-TO CBOe".

"Cracu60", — ckazas JIoku, 3abupas y Hee ofiexkay ¥ repebupas maabllaMyi MSATKYI0 TKaHb. OH
OTOIIIeJ 3a IMIMPMY, YTOORI TepeofieThcsi. Ero coOcTBeHHAs ofexka Obljia ropasfo JIydille, 4YeM Ta,
KOTOPYIO €My BHIIa/id B 1eueOHOM OTHeneHun. [lepeomeBasich, OH IIOHSII, YTO €T0 CTapas ofexXaa
Oorblie He MOAXOOUT EMY TaK, KaK paHbllle, U Temepb O0NTaeTCsS Ha ero Touen Gurype.

OH BHIIIIEN U3-3a MIUPMEBI, HECKOIBKO CMYIeHHBIN. OH BHITIISAEN KaK PeOeHOK, UCTOIEeHHbIH
pebeHoK.

®purra HekHO 00HsIa ero. "Thl MOIPaBUIILCS II0CIIe TOTO, YTO CIYYMUIIOCH C TOOOH", — CKa3asa OHa.
"Trl OBICTPO CTAHEIIb IPEXKHUM".

"¢l He yBepeH, 4YTO MHe HPaBUTCSI MOM IpexHuM o6pa3”, — ckazas JIoku. " { He gyMaio, 4TO MHe
HPABUTCS U MOe HOBoe "s1" ceitdac".

®purra HaxMmypunack: "Ha 3T0 Toke noTpebyeTcs BpeMs".

"Uto co MHOM OymeT?" STOT BOIIPOC OH ITOCTOSTHHO 3afaBajl UM, HO TaK ¥ HE CMOT IIOJTyYUTh HUKAKOTO
peanbHOTO OTBETA.

"A ceropHS, €CIU TH T'OTOB, THl IOTOBOPUILEL CO CMePTHEIMU. OHU XKAYT B OMOINOTEKe BMECTe C TBOUM
oTtoM u TopoM". - C7I0BHO He yCJIBILIAB BOIIPOCA IIPOAOJIXKKUTIA OHA.

"B 6ubmuoTeke?", — cupocun JIoKu.

"9T0 OBITIO0 MOE TIpefiokeHre. MHe IT0Ka3anocCh, UTO Tak OYAeT aydllle, IOTOMY YTO 9TO AACT HaM
JIETKUM [OCTYI K MaTepuasaM A UCCTIelOBaHuu" .

"Tebe ymanock yoeguth Topa moOPOBOIBHO MOUTH B OUOINOTEKY" .

OHa paccMesiiach; 3TOT 3BYK OBLJT My3BIKOM MJIS €r0 Ciayxa u Oanb3aMoM mjis ero oymu. OHa B3siia
€ro 3a PyKYy 4 IoBejia 3a co60ii. "Th He 10 KOHIA JOBEPSEIIL CBoeMy OpaTy".

"“TBI CIMILIKOM MHOT'O €MY I103BOJISIEIb. OTO €QUHCTBEHHOE MECTO, I'ie 1 MOT CIPSATAThCs, I 3HAJI, 4TO
OH He PUCKHET CYHYThCS B OMOIMOTEKY, €C/IM TOJIbKO He OyfeT B OTYasIHUN".

"W oH, mMONXKHO OBITH, HE Pa3 BIAAas B TTy00KOe OTYasTHUE 3@ 9TH T'OIBI, YYUTHIBAS, KAaK YacTO OH
Te0s mogKapaynuBan'.



"OH..." Jloku 3anHyjcg. EMy no-npexHeMy OBIJIO TPYIHO OTJIMYUTH CBOU BOCIIOMUHAHUSA OT T€X, UTO
ObLTM UMIITAaHTUPOBAHHEL. [10 Mepe TOro Kak ee CJI0Ba BIUTHIBAJIUCE, BCIIBIBAIM CTaphle
BOCIIOMUHAHUS, B KOTOPHIX OH IIOMHUJI, KaK TOp IPUXOOUT B TO MeCTo, e JIOKU yequHAIICS CO
CBOMMMU KHUTaAMHU, 1 NIPUCTaBaj K HeMy, TI0Ka TOT He COTJIalllajICcs IOCIefoBaTh 3a TopoM B yito6oe
UIMOTCKOE IIPUKJII0YEHKe, KOTOPOe X0TeNl YCTPOUTh ero 6pat. B utore JIOKM NPHUIIOCH CO3[ATh
WJLTIO3UI0 BOKPYT CBOEro JI0OKMMOT0 MecTa AJisl YTEeHHUS, IIPOCTO YTOOH! ero He OECIIOKOUIIH.

"¢ 3a0pIn", — THXO IPU3HAJCS OH.

Osna cxkana ero pyky. "Mel u3y4yaeM KaMeHb, KOTOPHIM Haxonusics B CKUIleTpe, U TBOM OTELl CUUTAET,
YTO CO BpEMEHEM TBOU UCTHHHBEIE BOCTIOMUHAHUS BCIJIBIBYT Ha IIOBEPXHOCTR".

"BpemMs", — meyanbHO CKa3an JIOKu, — "Bcerma Jeso BO BpeMeHu".

®purra octanouack. OHa OHSIA ONHY PYKY, YTOOBI KOCHYTHCS ero Ieku. "Celyac y Hac eCcTb
TOJIBKO BpeMs, HO He BOJIHYMCSI, MOY JOPOTOM, Thl He Gy/iellb ONUHOK, TI0Ka JIEUUIIbCS" .

JIoKY KUBHYJI, ¥ OHU IPOJOJIKUIM IyTh. OHU [OIIIX OO ero Jo6uMoi YacTu 6ubIMoTeKH, Tae Ha
CTeHax ¥ MoToJiKe Oblyiu n300paxkeHsl Urrapacunb 1 [1eBITh MAPOB. JIOKU TIOHSJI, YTO 9TO 3PEJIUIIE
TI0-TTPEXKHEMY YCIIOKAUBAET €ro, faxe HecMOTpPs Ha [IycToTy, KoTopas Oblyla BUHA ITOBCIOMY.

Korpma oHE mopgouutu K CTOJy y OCHOBaHUS ApeBa, BCe B3TIAAH 00paTHINCh K HEMY, ¥ OH paclpaBuil
nneyu. OH He cobupascs ycTynaTh uM. OfHaAKO ero B3TJISAL yIlal Ha MaJleHbKUM CBETSALIUNCS KeIThIN
KaMeHb, JIeXXalllui Ha CTOJle, a PANOM C HUM - TeccepakT. JIOKM 4yBCTBOBaJ UX CUILY, U, K €T0
cMsATeHU10, 06a OHU OLIyIIaNUCh B 3¢upe nHaye, 4eM B TOT pa3. "dTo 310?"

" TlpucaxwuBaics", — cka3an CTapk, OTOOBUTAs CTOSIIUHN PSAOM CTYIL. " ThHI BRITISIOUIIE TaK, OyOTO
Te0s1 MOXKET CAYTh CUJIbHLIA BeTep".

JIoOK® 0CMOTpEJ KPeCyIo ¥ eT0 PACIIOIOKEHUE PSIOM C IBYMS apTedaKTaMu BeJIUKOU CHUIIEL. Emy
TII0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO Tellephb OH ITOHSI, YTO OHU U3 ce0s MpefCcTaBAoT. PaHblle OH He IOHUMAJI, BeIb
OHU HEe PacCKa3bIBa/IA O TOM, KaK UMEHHO OH XOYeT OCYIIECTBUThL CBOM IaH. Korga oH MOHSI, YTO
MMEHHO OH Jiep2KaJj U 3a YeM €T0 IIOCJIaJIi, MBICITH, KOTOPHIe Hadamu (OpMHUPOBATLCS B €T0 I'OJIOBE,
CTaJId TIyTaTh €ro.

Ha gpyroii cTopoHe cToa nexanu 0010MKYA CKUIIeTpa, ero MOTHYTHIM MeTasll U OCKOJIKI
IparolieHHBIX KaMHE! BhI3hIBAJIA HEIIPOXW3BOILHYIO IPOXKE B II03BOHOYHUKE. MaTh IETOHBKO CXKajla
€r0 PYKYy B 3HAK MOAOEPKKU. ITO ITIOMOTJIO YHATH TPEBOTY.
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