Ha cnenytomiee yTpo Mccelt mpoCcHYICS OT TOTO, YTO HEKWM TMOPU[ MAAIIero aHrena BCKOYUIT U
moMyaJsics B BaHHYI0. OTTyma HOHOCUIUCH Oe301uin004YHbIe 3BYKH PBOTHL. OH PEIInI, YTO JIyYIlle BCETO
OymeT OWTH M YCIIOKOUTD ee. Boias B IBeph, MOJIOOM YeI0BeK 00HAPYKUT AKEHO, CKIIOHUBIIIYIOCS
Hap yHATa30M. CTOs Ha KOJEHSX PSANOM C Hel, OH IIOTJIafUll ee 10 CIIMHE W OTKUHYJI BOJIOCH C ee
JUna.

"Tel B mopsigke?" crupocun Ycceit, Korga oHa CHOBA HAKJIOHUTIACK.

"Het". AKeHo He Orlna Becesoit. OHa Oblnla HecuacTHa. "Mccell, MPOCTH MEHS 3a BUepallIHui Beuep. 4
Obla IbsHA U yBIEK/Iach".

"9T0 He TBOA BMHA. K TOMy Ke, KaKOi ITapeHb OTKakKeTCs OT BO3MOXKHOCTH UMETh B IIOCTENIN ABYX
KPaCHUBBIX KEHIINH ONHOBpPeMeHHO". Hccell yCMexHyICS.

AKeHO CMOTJIa CeCTh ¥ MPUCIIOHUIACH K ero rpynu. OHa 3acToHana OT 60/H, KOTIa ee roJioBa Havalla
packankBaThCs. Yepe3 HECKOIbKO CEKYH[I B KOMHATY BOexXKasu ellle OOHU Iaru. Puac mpocHynack ¢
TO¥ ke mpobyemont. Y Puac, Kak u y AKeHo, OBIIO aIKOTOIbHOE OTpaB/IeHKe, U ee OPraHu3M paboTan
Han TeM, 4ToOBI M30aBUTHCS OT HETO.

Hcceit mpogenan ¢ Puac Ty xe mporenypy, 9To u ¢ AkeHo. OH gepzaJ ee 3a BOJIOCH ¥ pacTUpa e
ciuHy. AKEHO Temeph Jiezkasa Ha X0JI0OQHOM KadeJlbHOM IO0JTy, TI0JI0KHUB TOJIOBY eMy Ha KOJIEHH, TI0Ka
OH IIOMOTaJI CBoel HeBecTe. Bckope Puac cMoria mepeBecTd AyX ¥ HEMHOT'0 PacCiIabuThC.

"Cnacubo tebe, Ucceit". mpobopMmoTarna Pruac; Cuisl IOKUHYIH ee.

"¢ Bcerma Oymy psimoM ¢ To6oi, Puac". OH mocMoTpes BHK3 Ha CBoU KoneHHU. "Thl Toxke, AkeHo". O6e
IeBYIIKH Teleph OMKUPAIMCh Ha HETO, IBITAsICh OTOOXHYTH OT Ooie3Hu. "JIagHO, BCTaBaMTe.
[ToyucTtuTe 3y0OH, a g IPUTOTOBJIIO XOIOAHYIO BaHHY". O0e MeBYIIKKM HEOXOTHO BCTAIU U CHEJaU TO,
YTO UM OBLJIO BeJleHO. Miccel BhIIET M3 KOMHATHL U ITOIIIeNT 110 KOPHUOOPY 3a CBEXKUMHU ITOJI0TEHI[aMHU.
[To myTu oH cTonkHymca ¢ Acueir. OH MOT TOJIBKO HaflesThCS, YTO OHa He 3Hasla O MpedbIgyllel HOYHu.
"Iobpoe yTpo, Acus". Mcceli mopkpascs K ObIBIIel MOHaXHWHe c3agu U O0HSII ee.

OHa cnerka IOANPHITHY A, UCITyTaHHas ero mpucyrctueM. "O, gobpoe yTpo, Mcceit. Kak cebs
YyBCTBYIOT AKeHO u Puac?"

"HeOombIlloe aKOTOIbHOE OTpaBneHne. Huuero HeoOBIYHOTO [IJIST TAKOTO KOJIMYECTBA BHIITUTOTO, 5
nojtarao. OHM cefyac TOTOBSITCS K XOJIOOHOM BaHHE, TaK 4YTO S 3[eCh, YTOOI MPUHECTH MTOI0TEHIIa
01 HUX".

" Tel Tak 0oOp." Acus 3agyMainack Ha MTHOBeHHe. " Thl OBl m03aboTuics 060 MHe, eciu ObI 51 Obla B
TaKoM Xe COCTOSHuun?"



"Koneuno. 1 Bcerma Oyny 3ab6otuthes 0 Tebe. OgHAKO g He iyMalo, YTO THI 3alia OBl Tak aneko".
OH moI1eI0Basl ee B MaKYIIKY U MPUXKaJ K ce0e Ha MUHYTY.

"9-3-3, BOT." Acus yKa3aia Ha CBOH T'yOHL.

"XKagubie, He Tak mu?". Mccell MOQUYMHMUIICS U TIOIEIOBAJ ee B T'yOH. ITocie 9Toro oH 0CTaBUII
3a3eBaBIIy0CId ACHUIO U BEPHYJICA K TEM JBOUM, KOTOPBIE HYXKAAJIUCh B HEM IIPsIMO cerdyac. Korga oH
BOILIEJI B BAHHYIO, TO yBUfeNl Puac u AKeHO COBepPIIeHHO roibiMU. He To 4TOOR OH HE BUJIETI TO XKe
camoe MeHee 12 yacoB Ha3apn. OH Havasl KpacHETh OT BOCTIOMHUHAHUN. OTO MeHCTBUTENIBHO Oblla
OuKas HOYb.

"Hccet, MHe X0100HO". AKeHO XHBIKasa. [IJ1s 4emoBeka, KOTOPHIHM Bcerma OBl CYaCTIIMB, BUOETH €e
TPYCTHOM ¥ HecYaCTHOM OBITI0 0YeHb OOJBHO.

"¢ 3na10. 3Ha1. K coxkanmeHuIo, CKOPo CTaHeT HaMHOTro0 xoyogHee". OH 00HST AKeHO ¥ TIOIeJI0Ball ee
B MakyImKy. "9T0 HOKHO COTPeTh TeOST Ha HEKOTOPOe BpeMs".

Puac ckpecrtuna pyku Ha rpyau. OHa Toxe gpoxaia. "He mymaii, uto 51 3a0win o TeOe, 11000Bb MOs".
OH 00HSJ ee Ha MTHOBEHMUeE U TI0IeJI0BaJl B MakyIiky. Ilocyie 3Toro o0e NEeBYIIKY 3a1e37IU B
XOJIOOHYIO BaHHY. Mccel BBIKIIIOYUII BOAY U BCTal. "JIagHO, g MOUAY MONPOoLIy ACKIO IIOMOYb MHE
BBIJIEUUTH TE0S OT OXMeNbs. S CKOpo BepHYCh". BCKOpe OH BHIIIEN 3a ABEPD U MOOIIeN K TUPTY.
[TogHaBIINCE Ha TIEPBHIN 9TaXk, OH 00Hapyxkun Acuio 1 PaBens Ha KyxHe. O0e OeBYIIKYU MOATIEBaIN
panuo, TOTOBS 3aBTPaK.

"To6poe yTpo, Mcceir". PaBenb 06epHYyIach C pyMsHIIEM Ha IeKax. Mccei OBICTPO BCe MTOHSII.
deHeKC TOHSII, YTO YTO-TO CIIYYUIIOCS.

"YU BaM, negu PaBenb". MOKJTOHUBIIKCDH, IIOAAPA3HUII OH.

"MeHSs He HYKHO Opa3HUTh TaKuUM o0pa3oM'. Ha MrHOBeHUE K HeX BepPHYJIACh ee MPexkKHssA TPyOOoCTs.

"TIpocTu, 9T0 GBITIO CHIUIIKOM XopoIuno". Mccelt nopormen u 06Hs1 Acuto. OHa ORICTPO pa3kKala
00BATHS U TIOIeJIOBaa ero B ryObl. Yepe3 MrHOBeHME OHa OTCTPAHWUIIACh U YBHUEA SPKO-KpPacHOe
nuio Pasens.

"TIpocTu, PaBensb. 1 Ha MUHYTY 3a0bla, YTO ThI 3MeCh". A3usi OHICTPO BEPHYIACh K CBOUM fiefiaM, HO
Hcceii mpomosKall Apa3HUuTh MIAAIIero 6;I0HAUHA.

"Uto 970 3a B3rianA? MoxkeT ObITh, TH X0Uelllh TaKOTro ke obpamieHus?" Mcceii 3ane3 eil og KOXKY U
3HaJI, KaK TaM OCTAaThCS.



"KoHeuHO, HeT!" KpuKHYyJIa eMy B OTBeT PaBejib.

"Kak xouernib". OH CHOBa MoBepHYyICcsS K Acuu. "I, Acusi. He mormna OBl TEl TPUTOTOBUTH HEMHOTO 4ast
[IJIST HAIlIAX TI0XMeJIbHBIX KOPOJIEBCKUX 0C00 HaBepxy?"

"KoHeuHO, 4TO-HUOYab 0COOEHHOE TH XOUelllb B HET'0 0OaBUTh, YTOOLI TOMOYE UM?"

"AcnpuH, 4TOOHE 06JIETYUTH TONIOBHYIO 00J1b. [IpOCTO pa3pmaBy ero u pa3Meniai”.

"A BKyC He OymeT roppKumM?"

"CyuTaii, 4TO 3TO OyJeT UM YPOKOM 3a TO, UTO OHM TaK MHOTO IbIOT". Miccell TOBEPHYJICS U IOIIeNT
o0paTHO B CBOIO KOMHATY. [[oMAs 00 BAaHHOM, OH yCIIbIIIal, KakK [Be JeBYIIKA CHOBa CIIOPSIT.

5 MUHYT Ha3ap

AkeHo U Puac MOK/IH B XOJIOMHOM Bofie. Puac melTanachk BeI3BaTh TEIJIO U3HYTPH CBOETO Tejla, HO
KOT7Ia OHa IIBITAJIach 9TO CheJaTh, rojIoBa 0oJjena.

AKeHo 3T0 noka3anoch 3a0aBHLIM. "Tebe He MelraeT OBITh TaKOM XKe HecuacTHOH, Kak g". OHa
yKopsina, Habmogas 3a 60pb00it CBOET0 KOPOJIS.

"Kak 6ynTo Tl He mpoboBaia”. Puac oTBeTuna.

"MoJiHUS He IIOMOXKET B 9TOU CUTyalluu".

"4 3Ha10." Puac 3agymanack Ha MTHOBEHME, ee T0JI0Ba IPOSICHUIACE ITOCIIe MPebIayilel Houn. "THI,
KaXeTCs, BBIIIYCTUII HECKOJIBKO MOJTHUM IIPOIIION HOYbI0".

JInmo AKeHO CTaJio TaKUM JKe TEeMHBIM, KaK ¥ BOJIOCH Puac. "3To OblJI HeCYaCTHHIN CTydan".

"Ila nagHo. TeGe HpaBUIACh UMEs PA3XKUTaTh UCKPH".

BocromuHaHusa AKeHO BepHYJIUCH B ToHOM o6beMe. "CBsToM af, 51 crana ¢ Mccei". OHa
yNbIOHyIach MKpe, 4eM KT0-1160 Mor ceOe MpeCcTaBUTh.

"MBbI cmianu ¢ Mcceit". HamomHuna et Puac. OHa He Oblyla TaKO# PeBHUBOM, HO B ee T'0JIOBe KPYTUIIaCh
ongHa MEICHD. "Tlogomou, a KTo OBLI C HUM B KOHIIE?"



y Akeno mosiBuiack unes. OHa xoTesna 3HaTh, ¢ KeM Vccell 3akoHUMIL. "ITO OblIa TH".

"qTO! Yo, ecnu s 3ab6epemenero?" OHa Ovlna BHE ce0si. ITO MOTJIO BHI3BATh CKAH[Ial BO BCEM
IIPECTYITHOM MUpe. BEIJI0 MamoBepPOSTHO, YTO OHa 3a0epeMeHeeT 13-3a HU3KOM POKIAEMOCTH Y
ObSIBOJIOB, HO 9TO OBIIIO HE MCKIII0YEHO.

"Pa3Be 3T0 He X0opo11o? Bce paBHO TBOSI MaTh BYepa BEUEPOM IOBOpPHIa O OEeTIX".
"M&I ellle He XeHaThl, AKeHO".
"Hy u uT0? MHI - ObsiBOJIEl Pruac. HU4YTO U3 TOTr0, UTO MBI fiejlaeM, He OyoeT MOpajbHO ITPaBUJIbHEIM".

B xoMHaTy BOpBaJICSl HOBBIY I'0JI0C. "YTO MOpPaIbHO IIPaBUIBHO?"

IIBe meBYLIKY IOTHSIY TJla3a U yBU#enu KMcceii, cTosimero Hag HuMu. Ha ero nuiie Gblyia YXMBIIKA,
03HAYaBIlAs, YTO OH BCE CIIHIIIAJI.

"d-Ucceit! Mu1 pocTo..." Puac 3aukasnace.

"MEI TOBOPHUIIK O TOM, 3abepeMeHernia OHa OT Te0s WIu HeT IPOIIION HOYbl". AKeHO OeCCTHIIHO
yneiOHynack. OHA TYT e TOoJTy4YusIa B3rIsan oT Puac.

"XMMM... ITO 3BYUUT KaK UHTEPeCHas TeMa [ o0cyxmeHus". OH MOOOOBUHYII CTYJ U CEJI PSIOM C
BaHHOU. "Tak 4TO TH gyMaelub, Puac? Mbl cTaHeM pogutensamu?”

"¢ He 3Har0. { X0Uy, HO CHAyYasa S X0Teja, YTOOH MBI TOXKEHUIUCH". PHAC CTHIIJIMBO OMYCTHIIA
riasa.

Vicceli mOTSIHYJICSL BHU3 U OCTOPOKHO MOAHSAT ee oa0opoaok. "HeT cMbiciia 6eCTIOKOUTLCS 00 3TOM
ceryac. Eciu 9TO CIy4YUIOCh, 3HAYUT, CIIyYUIIOCh. MBI HUUEro He MOXKEM CHenaTh. Ecimu Th
OepeMeHHa, TO 51 Oyny ¢ TOOOHM Ha KaXKmoM Imary".

"4 Toxe." AKeHO IPUCOETUHNUNACD.

"Hy, a2 mymaro, MeHs yxKe Tpoe".

OHuU Bce TTOBEPHYINUCH U YBUAENH ACHIO, CTOSIIYIO C TIOGHOCOM 4asi. Ha ee nuiie OblJT CUITbHENIINH
pyMsiHel. Puac Gecrokousiack 0 TOM, KaK MHOTO YCJIbIIIana ObIBIIass MOHAXUHS.

" Acusi, KaK MHOT'0 M3 9TOTO THI ClblIana?" criupocun Mccen, moMoras e OCTaBUTh MOJHOC. 3aTEM
OH pa3faji HalUTKHU.



"0, 4 crBIlIana 4acTh 0 TOM, 4YTO Puac MoxeT ObITh OepeMeHHa". Acus nokpacHesa. KceHoBUS u
Kupioy maBHO Hayuusu ee, 0TKynaa 6epyrtcs metu. "Tak 9TO 3HAYMT..."

"Ia. OHU coBepmuu MoaBur, Acus. 4 Toxke Obiyta TaM. HacKOIBKO 5T TOMHIO, MBI TOXKE 9TO CHenanu".
AKeHO yBIOHYJIACh U OTIIMJIa U3 YalllKK, a TIOTOM TYT XKe BHIIUTIOHYNA ee. "®y, KaK TOPbKO".

"¢l ckasan Acum pacTonoyb ACIIpHMH U CMelnaTh ¢ HUM". Mccelt xuxukai, HaOmoaas, Kak AKeHO
IIPOJOJIKAeT MOTSITUBATh TEIJIbIM HAIIUTOK, YTOOH pa3orpeTh Tejo. Puac menana To ke caMmoe.

"4 ToXKe X04y 3TO cHesaTh". TUXO0 CKa3asa Acud. [71a3a BCex MOBEPHYIUCH K HEH B ILIOKE.

"Kak HacueT Toro, 4ToOLI II0MOXKIATL C 9TUM, Acusa? d mobiio Tebs, IOYTH TaK XKe CUILHO, KaK U
Puac, Ho maBali cmenaeM Bce mpaBuibHO. Pamu Te6s." Mcceit mormafun ee Mo BojiocaM, HaflesiCh, YTO
He PacCTPOUI ee.

"Xopormo." Ona yneibHynack. brina v oHa pa3oyapoBaHa? [la, HO OHa IMOHsIIa ero umget. OH 3HaT,
KaK OJIM3KO0 OHA XpPaHUT Bepy IIePKBH, ¥ 3TO 03HAUaJI0, YTO HYKHO MTOMO0XKAATH [0... "Tlogoxau
MUHYTKY. OTO 3HAQ4uT..."

"Ila, s 3Ha10. ATO Moe obeltanue Tebe U BCeEM OCTaIbHEIM [IeBYIIKaM, KOTOpPhIe 3aX0TIT. B cBoe
BpeMs g o0ella KeHHUThCS Ha BCEX BaC U CTaTh MYzKeM, KOTOPOTO CTOUT JIto0uTh". Mcceit B35 ee 3a
KY. , KOHEYHO, cHauasa s XeHIoCh Ha Puac. Benp, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, S Jall el TakKoe K
"Ho, KOHe4YHO, CHayala eHIoch Ha Puac. Be OHIIe KOHIIO aJl e’ Takoe Xe
oberjanue".
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