JIoKu HMKAK He MOT 3aCTaBUTh ce0s1 BCTPEBOXKUTHLCS, TIOKA OH CI€O0BAJ 3a CMEPTHEIMU Ha O0pT, a
IIOTOM IT03BOJISITT YEJIOBEKY, KOTOPOTO COJIAAT Ha3Bajl CTapKOM - M KOTOPHIM Tak U He OTIYCTHII ero
JIOKOTB, laxke TIOCJIe TOro, Kak IoMor 60Ty BCTATh - 3aCTETHYTh PEMHH BOKPYT I'pyau JIOKH, BHOBb

JIUIIas ero CBOOOMIEL.

A nocne Jloku He obpalllal Ha HUX HYA MaJIeUInero BHUMAaHUS - HU KaK CIIOPUIN ¥ KpUdaau ApyT Ha
npyra Top u Ctapk, HU Kak conpgaT ¥ Boosa cBsizanuce no pauuu co .M. T.oM, 1 KBUHAXKET I0JIeTel
BO ThbMY. Ecnu okoBHI JIoKM pa3bunuchk, ecnu Kamens [y 6osbille He KOHTPOIUPOBa Maruio JIoKwy,
3HauuT U TeccepakT He OepxKas B moguuHeHuy baproHa u CenBura, u 601blile HUYEro, HUYEro He
uMeJsio 3HaueHus. [IycTh COBepIIEHHO ClIy4aliHO, HO OH KynuJl ce0e BpeMs, BpeMsi, YTOOH! cOexkKarTs,
WY BpeMsi, YTOOBI B3MOJIUTHCS O CMEPTH, UJIM YTOOLI HAUTH CBOM COOCTBEHHEINM BapuaHT. Bpems,
YyTOOB BOCCTAHOBUTLCS OT 001IeHUs ¢ MHBIM, 6€3 3TOT0 TOIIHOTBOPHO MACJISTHOT'O OIIYIIEHUS B
rojioBe, 6€3 CHHE-YEePHBIX UTJI, YTO OCTABUJIU B €T0 Celifie ObIPEl, KOTOPEIEe Teleph 00JIe3HEHHEIMU
BOJIHAMH, IIyJIbCUPYIOIIUMU B CAMOM €T0 CPeOTOYUY, HABOLHSAJIUCE 3€JIeHbIM, IepeIuBaloIuMCs
yepes Kpad.

JIOKH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO TAK KPEIMKO CTUCHYJI KyJIaKM, YTO CYCTaBhI 000KTJIO OTHEM, a KeJTyIOK
CKPYTHJIO B 00JIe3HEHHOH CyIopore, KOTopas BOZHUKIIAa BOBCE He OT MaHEBPOB CaMoJjIeTa. YTOJIOK
BCeJIeHHOM TaHOCa HaXOOUTCS OTCIONA JajieKo, OYeHb fmanieko, u 6e3 TeccepakTa... OMHAKO,
BesymHHI TuTaH BCe paBHO IpUAeT 3a Mugrapgom.

Ho k Tomy momeHTy JIoku 3mech yxke He Oymet. Ero 3gech He OymeT. JIlogu He CMOT'YT €T0 yaepKaTh,
He TOrfa, KOrfa ero Ceup yCUJIUTCS, Bedb He CMOryT xke? Ho uTo ecnu...

- O, IEeMOH HOYH, Thl XOTh CIIyIIaellb?

JIoK¥ B3IPOTHYTI ¥ TIOBEPHYJICS, 00HAPYKKUB BHOBH CTOSMIET0 moaye ce6st CTapka, OpOHMpPOBaHHAS
PyKa KOTOPOTO MSATKO CKMMaeT JIOKOTb 6ora 06baTeIMU OPOHEN masbliaMu 1 mo0yxaaeT JIoKu
BCTaTh. TOp BO3BHIIIAJCS Mo3agu CTapKa, 3aCYHYB MOJIOT IMIOAMBIIIKY, ¥ €T0 JINIO TePeceKaso TO
caMoe 03afjlaueHHoe, UOUOTCKOe BhIpaXkeHue, KoTopoe JIOKH IIpoCTO mpe3upar.

- Her, - cka3zan JIoKH, a TOTOM BCIBIXHYJI BSAJIOM YXMBIJIKOU, TJISIAS HA HEBEICOKOI'O YeJI0BEKa.

CMepTHBIfI 3aKaTui rjaasa, OgHaKo IIoMOr JIOKM HOOHSATHCH.

- MaBait, 5am06u, nopa yOpaThCs C 3TUX aMepPHUKAHCKUX TOPOK.

)%k

XenuKeppuep OKa3ayCs COBCEM HEe TAaKUM, KakKuM JIOKH 0KMUIAJ €T0 YBUAETh [0 OIMUCAHUSIM
BapTona. OH gyMmart, 4To JIIOOM OKaxXyT 00Ty MEHBIIe JOBEPHs, a He OYOyT IojlarathCs Ha CONAAT C
OpYKHEM B PyKaX, IIOTOMY YTO y2Ke JOJIKHHI OBITM 3HATh, UTO OHO HE MIPUYUHUT €My CEPhE3HOT0
Bpema. M moToMm, moyemy OHM CONPOBOAUIH JIOKM IO €ro KaMephl 10 KOPUA0paM U IIepexogaM 3TOro
BEJIMKOTO Cy[Ha, JlaXke He 3aBsi3aB eMy riia3a? YTo 3a CTpaHHas HeMOHCTpPAIUs CUJIBE, AyMan JIoKu,



TI0KA €T0 3aBOAUIIM BCe [aJibIlle ¥ JasibIlle, MUMO YSI3BUMBIX TOYEK. Eciiu ObI TONMBKO CMEPTHEIE 3HAH
0 €T0 BO3MOXKHOCTSX, 3Ha/IU, YTO €T0 CEUM MOXKET C JIETKOCTBIO YHUYTOXKUTh 3TO CYAHO, OHU ObI
HUKOTI'TIa He IIPUTJIaCUJIU er0 BHYTPB, U YK TeM 0Oojiee He BhIBeIM OBl HA TaKyio MIPOTYIIKY.

Ho ceityac 910 ObITH y2Ke ero COOCTBEHHbBIE MEBIC/IH, U OH He 3HaJI, UTO TeIepPh CO BCEM 3TUM MEJaTh.
OH, KOHEYHO, HUKOTIa 0c000 He MHTepecoBasicss MUATrapaoM, HO 30eCh OH TOYHO He MOT YKPBIThCS,
He MOT 3aTepSAThCS U HaflesAThCs, 4To MHOM u TaHOC He CTAHYT ero UCKaTh. ITOT MUP OBLI CIIMIIKOM
MaJIeHbKMM, CIIMIIKOM M30JIMPOBAaHHBIM OT OCTAJIbHALIX. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB eMy IpupeTcs: c6exkaTth, HO
KyZla OH Tellepb MOXKET IOUTH?

Yx TouHO He B Acrapg.

K memy mpuxogun ®viopu, 4TOOE OU3eBaThCS Hap JIOKM HacdeT TOro, Y4ero OH 3TUM HaflesyiCs
IOCTUTHYTH, HO 60T €ero UTHOPUPOBAJI, 3aKPHIBAJI I'JIa3a U ApeMall IIPsIMO Ha CepeuHe
00nMMYUTENbHOM peun YenoBeka. OH UTHOPUPOBaA OypYaHus ¥ TUPA[bl, ¥ BIIEPBLIE 3a IOJIT0E BPeMSs
IIPOCTO YCTYIUJ TULINHE, BOLIAPUBIIENCS B €T0 Pa3yMe.

TumuHe, Tenaou u yroTHOU. be3omnacHou.

Ero ceii peBen BOBCIO, ¥ JIOKM BCe ellle MOT OLIyIIaTh II0f CBOEM KOXKel IOKaJlbiBaHKWe, C KOTOPHIM
€ro Marus jaTtajia U UCLesia JaBHUe IIpaMbl U PaHbl, ONSATh lIepecTpanBaia KOCTH, KPOBb U KOXY,
U BCe 9TO My4YUTEIbHO ero U3HYPsIo. [JomKHO OBITh, KTO-TO CKa3aJl ero TIOpeMIIKUKaM, YTO achl
HYXKIal0TCS B 60/IbIIeM KOIUYECTBE MUY, YeM JIIOOU - UM, MOXKET OBITh, OHU IIPOCTO HECKOJIHKO
nHel HabJomany, Kak ecT Top, X0Ts MBICITb O [ pOMOBepKIle, 3aCOBHIBAIOIINM cele B POT ey Kak
00BIYHOE KPECThSTHCKOE XXKMBOTHOE, BhI3Basa V JIOKM YyBCTBO TOIIHOTEI - TOTOMY YTO He IPOLII0 U
HECKOJIbKUX AHEH C TeX 0P, KakK OH 3[eCh 0Ka3aJiCs, KaK ero TIOPEeMIIUKN YBEJIUYUIIA KOJIUYEeCTBO
eJIbl, KOTOPOe OHM AOCTaBIISANIA B €T0 KaMepy; ogHakKo JIOKK efBa CMOT CIIPABUTLCS C IIOJIOBUHOU
CBOEM ITOPIMH, HE TOBOPS y2Ke 0 OOJIbIIEM.

A ogHaX[aBl yTPOM CKBO3b BEPXHEE OTBEPCTHE €Tr0 OKPYTJION CTEKISHHOW KaMephl BIUXHYIIM MaTpac,
3a KOTOPHIM IIOCJIelOBaIu IOAYIIKY U Ofesiyio, U HeOobIIas eTKa ¢ cepedpucTo-CephIM TIOOUKOM,
0T KOTOPOTO c1abo maxiao MITOM. JIOKM IIPOUTHOPUPOBAJ CTPAHHYI0 Ky4y IPUHAIEKHOCTEN U
OCTaJICsl TaM, e BCerfa CUOell, OTKUHYBIINCH CIIMHOM Ha CTEKJIO HajlbHeX CTEHH, OTKyAa OH MOT
BUOETDH T€X, KTO BXOAUT U BEIXOAUT B KOMHATY CO CTEKJITHHON KOPOOKOM.

BCKOpe II0CJIe TMMOAYIIEK I10ZKaJl0OBajla XKEHINMMHA C PRIZKUMU BOJIOCAMHU, JIOKM IIOOHSN Ha Hee B3Il
W 3aMETHJI, YTO OHa BBIZKHUOAET, n3y4dad ero 4epe3 CTeKIIO.

[To ero muIy mpoMenbKHY Cllabblii HaMeK Ha YIbIOKY, OH KUBHYJ €l B IPUBETCTBUY, a TIOTOM
3arOBOPUIL:

- Ceiiuac oH B 6e30macHOCTH, areHT PoMaHoBa. [lojaraio, OH yKe BHIIIE] Ha CBA3b?

- Tl HEMHOTO APYroy, He TaKOU, KakK s 0XKUJaja, - CKka3aja OHa.



JIoku GBIPKHYI, a CTEIOM 3aXpHUIIell, CIIOBHO 9TO MPUYUHUIIO0 eMy 0071b. OH IpuXKal pyKy K pe6pam.
TaM, 3a HUMH, My TIPSIMO B PYKY T'YAEI ero Ceup.

- 41 3Halo, - OTBETUJI OH, a II0CJIe 0TKa3aJiCd 0TBeYaTh Ha BCe II0CJIej0BaBIIe BOIIPOCH], IIPOCTO
nepekaTusCcs Ha OOK U IBITAJICS MOAYMaTh, IIBITAJICS CO00Pa3uTh, UTO Ke OH X04eT Telephb, KorAa OH
ObLI, HAaKOHEI], CBOOOIEH OT OXMAAaHUM U OMMUOOYHBIX Haflexk[ Acrapia, OT My4eHUN U JIKH, U IIBITOK
Tanoca u MiHOTO, OT 7T0XKHEIX amOunuit beaymHoro TutaHa.

Ho KTo OH Teneps, Temeps, KOTTla OH yKe He IPHUHI] 30JI0TOT0 apcTBa Acrapn?

- Bay, - mpo3Byu4as HOBHIM royioc, u JIOKu epeBepHYIICs, YTOOR 00HAPYKUTh MYXKUUHY U3 KPAaCHOM
OpOHHU, CTOSIIIETO CHAPYXKY CTEKJITHHOTO OKHA U Pas3TyIsgbIBaIOLIEr0 €ro.

Crapk He Hafgeln OpoHI0, YTOOH YBUIETHCS C HUM, U T7la3aM JIOKH OTKPHIIUCh TEMHBIE BOIOCH!
HEBBICOKOTO MYXKYHUHH ¥ TIIATEIbHO YX0XKEeHHAas 3CHIaHboaKa. OH OBIJT HOCTAaTOYHO XOPOIIIO CIIOXKEH;
BO3MOXKHO faxe, 4To JIOKM MOT OBl CUECTh, UTO OH B ero BKyce. O0mmuii 06JIMK TeMHee, YeM Y
OONBIIMHCTBA ACOB, HO OMSATH ke, ¥ JIOKH Toxke. A KaXAbM pa3, KOroa MyK4YHWHa OTKPBIBAJI CBOU POT,
OH CO3[aBaJl 3arajfiky, Ha KOTopyo JIOKM He MOT HaUTH OTBET.

- BeIirnsiguis mepbMoBO, IPUSATENb. TH CIIasl X0Ts ObI? - moampa3Hui ero CTtapk, HO JIOKu pasrnsgen
B €T0 KapHX I'Jla3ax YTO-TO, YTO OH IIOYTH Ha3BaJl OBl TepeKUBaHUEM.

- Pa3Be Tebe monaraeTcs 3mech HAXOOUTHCS, CMEPTHBIN? - B3MOXHYI OH.

- Bo3M0XHO, HeT, - IPHU3HAJICS YeJI0BEK, a IIOTOM BCIIBIXHYJI YXMBIUIKOW, KOTOpas He 3aTPOHYJa ero
rna3. - 1 Touu Crapk. 3BeCTHBIN Tak XKe Kak 2Kene3Hbi YemoBex.

- f 3Ha10, KTO THI, - (I)BIpKHYJ'[ JIoku. Bce CMEPTHBIE MHAT cebst TaKUMHU BasKHBIMH.

- Ha? 4 6bl1 yBepeH, 4To Thl 00 9TOM He 3HAJ. A ellle g TOT, KTO BCTaHeT B IIEPBHIX Psifgax, YTOOH
HagpaTh Tebe 3agHUILY, eC/IM 3Ta XKajKas CIleHKa “yTHeTEeHHOro y3HuKa” - BCEero JIUIIb KaKasi-To
XUTPOCTH, YTOOH cOeKaTh, CEBEPHLIN OJIEHD, - ycMexHyIcs CTapk, rinsansd Ha JIoKu, B ero ria3ax
HCKPUJIOCh YTO-TO II0X0XKee Ha 030PCTBO.

JIoku mouTH moiiMan cebs Ha KeJTaHuH YXMBIJIBHYTECA B OTBET.

- CMesnble C10Ba, MypaBel, - GBIPKHYJI OH B3aMeEH.

- O, my cnacu6o, bam6wu, - mpumtypuncs CTapk, nmpexae yeM nodapabaHuTh maabliaMu 10 CTEKITY. -
OMMM... MaJIeHbKH BOIIPOC, Pa3Be TBOM I'JIa3a PaHbIIe He ObUIM CHHUMHU?



- A celluac OHU 3eJIeHbIe?

Korga Ctapk KuBHY, JIOKM U3[as JTalOMIKANA CMEIIOK - IBUXKEHNe, KOTOPOoe IIPUHECTIO eMy 00JIb B
caMmou riyO0uHe ero CyTH, CIIOBHO KOCTH CKpeOIuch ApyT 00 apyra, U Tenepb OH M30 BCEX CHJTI
6oporics ¢ coboi, 9TOOH yaepKaTh poBHOe AbixaHue. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI Ce0s... ObIHEHHBIM. [laxe
nbsTHEIM. CJIOBHO OH HECKOJIBKO HeesIb IOIPS He OCTaHaBIMBasICh MUJ ¢ TOpOM MeIOBYXY, ¥ TeIeph
OBLT OMHOBPEMEHHO U OJypPMaHEeH, U CTPafall IOXMeJIbEM.

- Ara. 4 TyT mogymai Ha 3TOT CYeT... - Ha4asl TOHU.

- Kakue Obl IpenonioxKeHus TH He COOMPAIICS 03BYYUTh, S OLIEHIO, €CJIU Tl HE CTAHEIlb UMU
IenuThcs, - JIOKM MaxHyJ pyKoii, yKa3hbiBas Ha CTEKJITHHBEIN Oapbep, OOMycKasi, YTo rae-Hubyab
10061M30CTH HaxomuTcs Top, KOTOPHIH ciymaeT ux. Ecinu I'poMoBepkel] y3HaeT, YTO BIacTh Haf
Jloku - gemno pyk TaHOCa, OH COBEPIIEHHO TOYHO HACTOUT Ha TOM, YTOOH! JIOKM COIIPOBOXK/A €T0 B
Acrapg, u TaM yXe y Hero He OyfeT HU eIUHON HafeXkKawl, 4ToOk cOexkaTh 0T OfuHa, a IOTOM U OT
Bbesymuoro TurtaHa.

- fIcHO, - CMepPTHBIY IPHUCETI TIEPEN CTEKIIOM. - MHe KaXeTcs, 1 IIOHUMaIo.

- MaJ'IOBepOHTHO, - JIoku 3akaTun riasa.

- Mens OEePKaJlk B IIJIEHY TePPOPHUCTLI, OHU ITBITAJIX MEHS 00 TeX II0P, IIOKa A He COTTIaCHUIICsA
IIOCTPOUTE UM OPYXKHUE. 4 cbexan, HO C TPyaooOM. Tam OvIn MYZXK4YKWHaA, KOTOPOTO OHHU TOXK€ OEePXKaJll B
IJIeHy. On yMmenp. Cnacas MO0 XKHU3Hb, - CTapK CeJl Ha II0JI ¥ JOCTaJl YTO-TO U3 KapMdHa.
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