"¢, mo KpaitHeit Mepe, 6yoy eIUHCTBEHHBEIM YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIM HE OTPUIIAET TBOETO
CylLIecTBOBaHM."

Cpa3y II0CJIe TOT0, KaK 3TH CJIOBa CJIETEJIN C I"Y6 Pes, B koMHaTe BOIIapuJIaChk THUIIHHA.

Hu oguH 1“3 HUX He ABUTaJcs, o0a MPOCTO MPUCTAIbHO CMOTPEIIM Ha APYToro, Kak OyATO MBITaIuCh
YTO-TO IIPOYECTH B rIa3ax APYyT Apyra.

IIH(b(l)d)...ll
IeBylllka n3fajna TUXUN CMEIOK.

OpHako maxe 10Ciie 3TOro Peit ocTaBancs CIIOKOMHBIM U cephe3HbIM. Hy, 3T0 OBITIO 0 TeX IOp, MoKa
OH He IIOHSII HaCTPOeHUe, KOTOPOE CO3[alu ero CiaoBa.

"Xa-xa... Kak g yXKe ckasania, y MeHsI HET BpeMeHHU Ha IIyTKH, HO... Peil, 3T0 Be[b TBOE UMS, HE TaK
m?"

Pent kuBHYyI.

[Tocye 3TOTO KOPOTKOTO KMBKa OH Ha4asl MEIJIEHHO OTBOAMTH CBOIO PYKY, KOTOpPAst OCTaBasach y JIMIA
IeBYIIKY, HO Oblna 1moliMaHa 00paTHO JagoHbI0 JEeBYIIKHU.

"Peii... Peii....Peqi.....Peit", - GopMoTasa oHa HECKOJIBKO pa3, iepxkKa ero PyKy B CBOel JIafIoHH.

Peit He choemnanm HUYEero 0cCo6eHHOT0 ¥ OCTaBUJI IEBOYKY B IOKOE. B e€ ria3ax mosiBuiCs
TAWHCTBEHHEIN 01€CK, KOTOPHIM 04apoBas Pes, X0Tsa U BCKOpe, OH BOCCTAHOBUJ caMoobyafaHue.

A 3aTeM [ieByIlIKa 3aroOBOpHJa eIle pa3, IOCMOTPEB Ha Pes.

"Tlocmymiaii, TH IENUCTBUTEIBPHO HEe OTpULIaelh MeHs. MeHs, MO€ cyllecTBoBaHUe. MeHs BCO?"
"TTa"

"TIpaBma, mpaBma?"

"IlpaBpga, mpaBpa."

"IIpaBpga, mpaBha, mpaBma?”

“IIpaBga. Xopoio?"

Peit oTBeyan 6e3 I1ay3El, ¥ OEBYIIKa IOoTrIagujia JOTPOHYJIaChk 0O CBOMX BOJIOC U BCTaJlla, ©3daB YTO-TO
IMOX02K€ee Ha BCXJIUII, OTBEPHYB JINIIO Ha3a.

”XMH(b! n

[TpunopusB 6poBU 1 U306pa3uB YCMEIIKY, OHa CKPeCTHsIa PyKH Ha rpyau. Ho aTa ycMelka BCKope
IIpeBpaTUIach B IIBETYIIYIO YIIHIOKY.

"Koro THl neITaemscs 00MaHyTh 3TUMU cioBaMu? Baka, 6aka!"
"W 4TO 3TO MOIKHO 3HAUUTH?" Pell moxKa miuedamMmu u cj1abo yIei0HyICs.

YBuges ero PeaKIuIo, 0eBYyIIKAd OTBETHUIIA C Hp06HeCKOM pPanoCTH, OTPA3UBHIMMCA KdK B €€ ToJoce,



TakK U B HEUCTBUAX.
"...Ho THI 3Haems, 4yTo...."
CoernaB HEMHOTO CJIOKHO€E BhIpaXkKeHue JIUIa, OeBYIIKa IPOAOoJIXKHUIa.

"¢l He 3HAIO, YTO THI 3a CYIIECTBO. {1 YYBCTBYIO, YTO MHI C TOOOU ONMHAKOBEIE, HO B TO K€ BpeMs
pa3Hble. KpoMe 3TOr0, TH OBUI CAMBIM IIEPBEIM 4€JI0BEKOM, C KOTOPHIM S CMOTJIa HOPMaJlbHO
IIOTOBOPUTb.... YTOOHI IOTYy4YUTH 00JIblle HHPOPMaIuu 00 3TOM MUPE, THL MOT OBl OBITE TIOJIe3€H."

CkasaB 9T0, OHa CHOBa (PBIPKHYJIA.
"9t10 Tak?" CIIOKOMHO OTBETUN Pel, clepKuBasi CMEIIOK.

"CHauara g gymar, yto oHa "He Llyngepe", Ho Ha caMoM fejsie oHa "LlyHnepe". Kakoi cropnpus.”, -
BeceJio mopyMaia Peid B ero rosose.

"¢l roBOpIO, YTO 5 HE MMPOTUB Pa3roBapuBaTh C TO60M. Ho 3TO TONBKO OIS MONMyYeHuss HHGOPMAIUH.
MM, 9TO 04eHb BaxkHO. MH(pOpManus o4eHb BaxkHa."

Bo Bpems pa3roBopa — COBCEM HEMHOTO, HO BRIPaXKeHMe JIUIa JeBYIIKM Ka3aJl0Ch HEMHOTO
cMaryunochk. Yto XK, e€ cnabas ynbiOKa Ha nuile Oblla HECOMHEHHBIM J0Ka3aTelbCTBOM 3TOTO.

"O, npaBga? Hy, Hy, Tl XKeHIIVHA HEOXUOaHHBIX CIOPIIPU30B, HE TakK Ju?"
[TouecaB nuno, Peit Tak OTBETHII.
“XM!“

3aTeM JeBOYKa Hadajla MeIJIEHHO KPY2KHUTH I10 KJIAaCCy OOJILIIMMH ITIaraMu. A 3aTeM OHa
OCTAHOBMJIACH, KOTTIA €€ B3I YIIaJl Ha MHOTOYHCJIEHHEBIE IIdPTEI, CTOAIINE IIepen eu B30POM.

"Peit.", - mo3Bajia OHA.
II'[_ITO?II

"...q1 xouy cupocuTs. YTO UMEeHHO IIpefCcTaBsgeT co60l 3TO MeCTO? ITO MEePBHIM pa3, Koraa s BUKY
YTO-TO ITomoOHoe."

Cka3zaB 3T0, 0Ha 0001117Ia BOKPYT, ThiYa MajblleM B OIIPOKUHYTHIE CTOJIHL.

"9T10 MecTO, TH roBopuilib? Hy, 3TO TO, 4TO HAa3bIBAETCS LIKOJIOM, U CAMO MECTO, B KOTOPOM MBI
CTOUM, HA3bIBAETCA KJ'I&CCHOI71 KOMHaTOﬁ, HY, MECTOM, ny[a yT-IeHI/IKI/I — HUJIN JIIOJU, KOTOPEIE
BHITTIAASAT Ha TOT K€ BO3PACT, YTO U 5, - XOAAT YUUTHCSA. £ ToXKe y4yCh 30eCh [0 HECKOJIbKUM
IIpUYMHAM, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO g He Yyej0BeK. MBI CUAMM 3a 9TUMU CTOJIaMH, BOT Tak.", - CIIOKOKMHO
1 10Ip0o6HO 00BsICHUI Pel.

"Jro?!"
['mas3a {eBYIIKY OKPYTJININCE OT YIUBIIEHUS.

"Heykemnu BCE 3[eCh 3anoaHeHo moapMu? He myTu co MHOM. VX MOKHO OBITH OKOJIO COpoKa! A THI,
I04YeMy THI TOXKe C HUMU?"



"Het, 970 IpaBpa. A 4To KacaeTcs TOro, mouemy 51 06y4aioch TyT? MOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO IIPOCTO
MOs IIPUXOTB."

['oBOps 9TO, Pelt mogyman 0 HECKOJIbKUX JeTansax

Korpma mostBuiace ieByIlKa, Ha yIXULAX yKe 3By4Yall CUTHAJ 00 9BaKyauuu. JIIogu, KOTOPHIX BUIEIa
IeBYIIKa, BeposTHO, Oblu TONTBKO AST, HO U OHM He OB 3aeCTBOBAHEI M3-3a yIepoa,
HAaHECEeHHOTro PeeM ux psimam.

BeposiTHO, Yy HUX TOXe OBIJI0 HEe TaK MHOTO JIFO[IeH, II03TOMY B KaueCTBe KOMIIEHCALIUY OHU PEeLIUIN
MCII0Ib30BaTh OJHOPA30BLIe YCTPOUCTBA, TaKKe KakK APOHE], ocHalneHHbie CR-Units.

"1, 3-3...7"
IIHH?II

- Ckazan Peli, HO TOTOM 3aMeTHJI, UTO [AeByIIKa HaxMypuiia 6poBU. ITO 3aCTaBUIIO €0 3aMOJTHATh,
ragasi, He IIBITAETCS JIU [eBYIIKa YTO-TO CKa3aTh.

JeBy1Ka, ¢ IPyroy CTOPOHE, He Bo3pazkaa IIPOTHUB JTI0O00IEITHOTO B3TJIsiAa, KOTOPhle OPOCHII Ha Heé
Peif, HO BMECTO 3TOT0, ITOJIOKHUB PYKY Ha MOAO0POMOK Ha HEKOTOPOE BPeMs, Kak OyATO pa3MbILIIss,
OHa CKasana.

"...f BUXYy, [T TOrO, 4YTOOBI C KEM-TO 001IaTLCSI, OHO HeoOXoauMo, a."

3arem Peil HaKJIOHWII TOJIOBY B 3aMelllaTeILCTBe, He TOHWMasi, Ha YTO HaMeKasla [IeByIlKa, HO POBHO
Yyepe3 CEKYHAY MOHSI, 0 4YEM OHA.

Bort Tak, oHa KMBHYJIa, a 3aTEM CKa3aJa.
"Pefi, kak TH OBl XOTEJI MEHS Ha3BaTh?"
- CKa3aJla OHa, Cajsch Ha OfHO M3 ONIMUXKAWUIIUX CTYIIHEB.

"...Ha3Bats Te6s1?" Cripocun Peii, Korga chesan BU/, YTO "He 3HaeT", 4YTO OHA MMeJla B BUIY IIOf
3TUM.

YecTHO rosops, Peu 3Has, Ha 4YTO OHa HaMeKaeT, HO OH OTMeJI 3Ty MBICJIb, IPOJOJIXKas UTPaThCA C
Hew.

CKpeCcTuB pyKH Ha TPyAM C HaAIHUCHIO "XMII(", OHA MPOOOIXKHKIIa BLICOKOMEPHEIM TOHOM.

"Ha30Bu MOE uMs."

[Tocne Heponroro MonyaHus Per 3aroBopuit:
"WMs1, TBI TOBOPHUIIIH?"
"HH.", - KUBHYJIa [IeBYIIKa C HEKOTOPEIM 9HTY3Ua3MOM.

"9TO MOBOJILHO CJIOXKHAs 3afada, He Tak au?"



'Ha camowm pene Her...' - Paii u3neBasncs Haf co00 IIy00KO BHYTPH C T0OeKOEeHHOMN YIILIOKOM.

"BoT nmoueMy g cupamuBaio Tebs, Peii. f He Mory BHIOpaTh UMS OJ1s1 ce051, TI03TOMY S OCTaBIISI0 3TO
Ha TBOE YCMOTpeHUe, KaKuM UMeHeM s Oyay obnanaTs.”, - HOBOJIBHO FOPAO CKa3asla AeBo4YKa, MATKO
maras I10 Kjaccy, rsafs Ha Pes, ¢ HeTepneHueM 0Xupiasi ero oTBeTa.

"TBoé um4..."
A 3aTeMm Pel ToXe 3alIaran K JIoCKe BIepenu, B3siB MeJ, leXkKallluil Ha CTOJIe.

OH HayaJ YTO-TO MKUCATh HAa MOCKE, K YIUBIEHUIO NEeBYIIKY, KOTOpPas MOTJIa TOJIbKO HAaKIOHUTh
TOJIOBY, Tafiasi, UTo fgejaeT Pefi.

*Tam*

3aKOHYUB NHcaTh, Pell OBEPHYJI CBOE IUII0 K OEBYILIKE U MATKO CKa3all.

"Torpga, kak HacueT "Toka"?"

Taxk OBIJIO HAIIMCAHO Ha [OCKE. IBa SMOHCKUX ueporiuda u ele CI0BO, HaluCaHHOe Ha aHTJIUHCKOM.
"Hy...?"

YBueB BrIpaxKeHUe JUlla AeBYIIKH, Peit cipocun: "Hy uTto?Pa3Be 3T0 Tebe He MO BKyCy?"

[Tocne MUHYTHOTO MOTYaHUSI—

"UM4.... OTIIMYHOE.", - HEBUHHO OTBETHUJIa [AeBYIlIKa C IBHBIM BHIpaK€HUEM PafoCTU Ha JIULE.
"dcHo"

B cnepyromuit MOMeHT OHa nofg0ezkana K Peto.

"Torpa... "Toka", Kak oHO nuuIeTCcSa?" - cmpocuia Toka.

"0, Hy, IpUMEPHO Tak."

Pent YKa3all Ha TO, YTO HalluCall paHbIlle, HO JEeBYIIIKa TOJIBKO CKIJIOHKJIA I'OJIOBY B 3aM€EIIATEJILCTBE.
9T0 OBITIO IIOTOMY, 9YTO OHA XO0Te€Jla YBUOETH, KdK OH ITMIIET 3TO B OelCTBUH, TaK KaK He yYBHUEIIA
9TOT 0.

3aMeTHB, Ha YTO HaMeKaeT [IeBYyIlKa, OH CHOBA B3sJI MEJT ¥ HallKCcall €€ UMS Ha JIOCKe.
"

Crnerka KuBHYB, ieBYyIIIKa IToApaxasa Peio 1 mpoBesna manbleM 110 JOCKE.

"AX, eCcnu ThI He UCIIOJIb3Yyellb MeJI, TOTJa CJIoBa..."

OH HayaJl TOBOPUTbH, HO OCTAHOBHJI CBOU CJIOBA. MeCTa, K KOTOPBEIM ITpUKAcajICs Iasell JeBYIIKHY,
OBLIM YMCTO BHIOPUTHI, U OCTAIUCh TPyOO0 BEIpe3aHHAs HAMIIKUCh.

" kak aTo?"



"...Kak ymo6Ho, ma. [TomyMaTh TOJIBKO, YTO Thl MOXKEIIb TaK NUcaTh. [IoueMy s He momyMai 00 3TOM
pansiie?" Peil 0TBETUII HECKOJIBKO YOUBJIEHHO.

Hy, o Takxe Mor ObI CHeNaTh TaK, Kak 9TO chejiaja [eBYIIKa, HO 9Ta UAes Ha CAaMOM fefle He
TI0Ka3ajach eMy IOJIe3HOM B KakKuxX-Tu6o Bompocax. [1o KpaiiHeil Mepe, ceryac.

Y B 3akmio4yeHne, 3T0 OblJia JeMCTBUTENIBHO TIyIasi MBIC/Ib, HO KaKas eCTh.

"{ mornmmaio. Pa3Be He XOPOINO, YTO THI TellepPh 3HAEIIbL MOE UM4."

CkasaB 9T0, JeByILIKa HEKOTOPOe BPEMs CMOTpeJIa Ha HallCaHHBIE €10 CJI0Ba U CJIeTKa KMBHYJIA.
"Peir"

«4TO?»

"Toka...."

"Xm?"

"Toka. ITO MO€E uMsi. Pa3Be 9TO He UymecHO?" - cka3ana Toka C yiIeI0KOM.

"9TO Tak...." MpPou3HEC Peit 0OUeHb TUXUM T'OJIOCOM.

TeM He MeHee, ero O00pMOTaHUeE He MIOJIHOCTHI0 YCKOIB3HYJIO OT ciiyXa ToKY, U el ObLIO TI000IBITHO,
YTO OH UMEJI B BULY.

"...4Tto? Pa3Be 3T0 He yynmecHO? Peli, 0TBeTH MHe!", - IOCIIEIIHO MTOIIPOCHUTIa AEBYIIKa.

"9T0 yymecHO caMo 110 cebe... Ia, TaK U ecTb. M OHO omnpenienéHHO Tebe umerT.", - ckasan Pei ¢
yNbIOKOM, J00aBUB B yMe MBICTE: "Takoe, KakK ¥ HOJIKHO OBITE."

CII0BHO ITOYYBCTBOBAB, YTO 3a 9THMH CJIOBaMU He KPOETCS HUKAKOM JIKH, IeBOYKa—0Ka CHOBa
noleBeuiIa rybamu.

"Peii..." - cka3amna Toka, Tepe0si CBOM BOJIOCH! U CJIETKa OTBOMIS B3TJIS.
970 OBIIO 0YAPOBATEIHFHO ¥ MUJIO.

Peit mousin HaMmepenusi Toku. CoBepIIeHHO TOYHO, YTO JII000¥ HOPMaJlbHbIHM YeJI0BEK 3aMETHUJI OHL...
HY, HaBEPHOE.

"Ha, Toka?"

Peit Ha3Bam 3TO UMs, ¥, Ka3aJIoCh, YOOBIIETBOPEeHHAs, YronKu ry6 ToKu MPUIOOHSINCE. DTO Oblla
caMasi apKas ynbi0Ka, KOTOPYIO OHa, BEPOSITHO, KOTHa-mubo fenana.

U pns rna3 Peit. CnoB "KpacuBwit" ¥ "3aBopakuBaromuil" 6yeT HeIOCTaTOUYHO, YTOOHI OIIMCATh €.

Ero ceppiie mOONPHTHYI0. ITO, KOHEYHO, OBIIO TII0X0 B KAKOM-TO CMBICIe [y Hero. Ho 9To He
3HAYHUT, YTO OH HEHABUOUT 9TO HJIM YTO-TO Momo0Hoe. Ha camoM mesie BCé HaoOOPOT.

BCTpHXHy'B TOJIOBOM, KOTa OH 130aBUJICS OT 9TUX MBIC/IEH, UMEHHO TOTr'da 3TO IIPOUIOUIIIO.



n '?II
Bre3zamnHo 30aHue MKOJIbI CTOJIKHYJIOCH C YYOOBUIITHEIM B3PEIBOM M COTPACEHUEM.

OH MTHOBEHHO TIOAifIepKUBaJl CBOe TeJl0, IPOCTO MaHUIYIUPYS MPOCTPAHCTBOM BOKPYT ce0s. ITOT
OMBUT OBLI YEM-TO, YTO MOXKET II0KA3aThCs 0YeHb OOLIYHBIM, HO Ha CaMOM [iejie YeM-TO OJTU3KUM K
"abCoOMIOTHOMY", €CITM UM OBJIQfIETh B COBEPIIIEHCTBE.

"Tck. OHU HacTOW4YMBE], He TakK Mu?" CKa3aB 9T0, Pell MPUILIENKHYIT S3BIKOM.

Tem BpemeHeM yieiOKa TokM McYe3nia, CMEHMBIIUCH CTOMYECKHUM BRIPAKEHUEM JIUITA, KOTTA OHA
TOTOBUJIACH K 001I0.

"...Peit. OcTaBaiics 3[ech, OHU NIPULUIN 3a MHOU. f cama ¢ HUMU pa3bepych u...

«Xopotuo. [Tpumepxu CBOU CJI0Ba Ha CEKYHAY. & HU 3a 4TO He IM03BOJII0 TeOe coeaTh 3TO CaMoi.
Kpowme Toro, 5 MOT GBI CIIPABUTLCS C HUMHU JIy4dille ¥ ObICTpee, ueM ThHl. Ho 9TO He 3HAYUT, YTO 5
IPUHUKAI0 TeOS UM YTO-TO B 3TOM POJIE, 3TO IIPOCTO MOSI TOPHOCTh KaK MyKUMUHEL."

"Ho Bce e... 9TO MOS BHHA, YTO OHHU 37IeCh, TAaK 4YTO—"

"He 6ecmnokoiicst 00 aToM. [103B0JIE MHE pa300paThCs C 9TUM BMECTO Te0sI, THI ITO3BOJIUIIEL MHE?
Bepno, Toka?"

ITocne Hegonroro Moja4yaHus TOKa 3arOBOpPHIIA.

"...Tel HecmpaBemIuB. BHe3amHO Ha3kIBaelllb MeHs 1Mo uMeHH..." Cka3ana Toka ¢, Ka3aaoch O,
CBEKOJIbHO-KPACHBIM JTHI[OM.

'Y 4TO He TakK C 3TOU JIOTUKOM, Cephe3HO. Heyxkenu npou3HeCeHusI TBOEr0 UMEHH NeWCTBUTEILHO
OymeT mocTaTO4YHO, YTOOK 3aCTaBUTh TeOS MOKpacHeTh? To eCTh, CEPLE3HO...'- Pell Ha MrHOBEHUE
3agyMascs, HO BCKOpe OTOPOCUII 9Ty MBICTIb.

Jloruka Ha caMoM [iesie He "00s13aTebHO" MpUMEHNMa K TaKUM BelllaM, KakK "9To".

"Bce cpaBemiuBo B 00BU 1 BoWHE. YTO K, CJI0BO "BO¥MHA" umu, cKopee, "0OutBa" ObIs10 OB O07IEE
TIOOXOMISIIUM [IJIS OITUCAHUS 9TOW CUTyaIwu.", — cKa3as Peii, pa3Bops pykaMu, Kak OyaTo 4TO-TO
TIPEeICTaBIIAT.

C ppyrot ctopoHbl, ToKa 3afiymarnach Haf TeM, YTO ckalas Peli, u Tuxo npobopmoTana: "...1000Bb 1
BOIHA"

"Utak? Tl MO3BONMUIINL MHE?" - cIIpOCHUTl Peii.

“XM?"

«Xoporo...Ecmu y Te6s1 6ynyT npo6ieMel, 1 BMellIach.", - Ckadasna Toka, Tsaxkesno B3goxHyB. Ho, Tem
He MeHee, eé yIr0Ka U CBEeKOJIbHO-KPaCHOe BhIpaXkeHMe BCe elle SICHO YUTAUCh Ha eé JIHIIe.

[TonyuuB koMaHgy "Buepéen", Peit gBuHyscs K Toke, a He U3 3[aHUS.



"Mwm. Kpowme Toro..."

HekoTopoe BpeMs risfsg Ha Toky, Peit 3aMmonyan, Kak OyaTo riy00KO 3agyMaBIINCh 00 3TOM.
"qT0?"

"V Tebs ecTh MJIaHbl Kyga-HUOYIb MONTHU IOCIIEe 3TOT0?"

"4 He 3Haw..."

Toka omycuTuia rojoBy, Mo-BUAUMOMY, OUY€Hb OlleYaseHHas 3TUM.

Peli, KOTOpPEHIN TTOHSAI, YTO OHA YYBCTBYET, CKa3asa: "3Ha4yuT Tak? Hy, Thl MOMHUIIB, YTO I CKa3an
Tebe, KOTra MhbI BIIEPBhIE BCTPETHUIUCE?"

Toka moyeMy-To 3amornyasa. UTo Xk, Peil MOHSI moueMy, Koraa yBumesn, uTo Toka, BEPOSITHO,
BCIIOMUHAET 00 3TOM.

nu Yyepe3 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[ OH CIIPOCHII.
IIHy?II

"¢ 3Hal0... ¥ S IOMHIO, KaK Thl TOBOPUJI MHE YTO-TO CTpaHHOe. HH, S gymaro, 4TO 3TO TaKXKe JTy4IIni
IIaHC MOJIYYUTh Pa3bsICHEHUsS 00 3TOM."

"W 4TO 9TO 3HAYUUT?"

VIMeHHO TOT[Ia [ieBYIIIKa IIOJHsIa I'7la3a ¥ BCTPeTUach B3risigoM ¢ Peem. ITogoOHO CBEpKaIOIIUM
OParoleHHBIM KaMHSIM U3 aMeTHCTa, 0KUIAIOIIMM Yero-To MHTePEeCHOro, Pelt xKmait.

U To, uTro Toka cka3asa fablie, He 00MaHY/I0 €Tr0 OXKUIaHUH.

"Utak, Peit, uTo 3HauuT "CBumanue"?"
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