— IlpaBpga”?

PaduH MpPUKpPHITIa BEKH, MTBITASCh YTO-TO BCIIOMHUTE, YTOOBI ITOHSTh, O YEM BEIET PEUYb T'OCTh.

— A s 94éTKO ITOMHIO Balll IIPeJIeCTHEIE PO30BEIE BOJIOCH U TOIyOhIe TIa3a.

— PycaHKa, YTO CIlaClla ME€Hs, BEITAIIMB M3 BOOBI, KOI'ld MEHA ITOPa3uJIn OTpaBHeHHOfI CTpGJ'IOfI.

Mucc JCTOH MPHUINYPHUIIACh.

«XM, BO3MOZXKHO...».

[pu3agyMaBInuch, PapuH BCIIOMHHUIA O TOM, KaK J0CTasla “3 BOMI TOX0KET0 MYyKYUHY, KOTHa
Pa3bICKUBAJIA CBAIIEHHYIO PEIMKBHIO PyOu. B TOT MOMEHT OH OblsT 663 CO3HAHMUS, II03TOMY [IEBYIIKa
He cMoryia OPOCHTh yTOIAIOIIero Ha MMPOM3BOJI CYABOLI U JOTAIIMIIA €T0 [0 Kopaliisi, HO I03XKe
COBEpIIEeHHO 3a0bl1a 06 9TOM.

— 4 gonroe BpeMs HUCKaJl BaC, a 3aTeM YBUIEII 00BSIBIIEHHE O POS3EICKE M IIOHSAJI KTO BHI.

—..A

CwmyTtuBmuch, Padus nmotépra met. KaxkeTcs:, BABUTOHCKHUHM IIPUHI] CCHITAJICS Ha 00BSBIIEHUS O
PO3BICKE, YTO KOTIa-TO OBIIM pa3BellleHHl 0 IpUKa3y 3epKaHa.

— K coxanenuio, YYTh II032K€ UMIIEPCKHUE PBILAPU CHAJIX OCTABIIMECT JIMCTOBKH.

— OpgHakKo, UMEHHO 6Har0uap5{ BaM o 37ecCh. A IIPOCTO XOTeIl OT6J'Ial"OJIapI/ITb BacC 3a CrlaceHue Moeu
KN3HHU.

Crouno CaJ'IaI[I/IHy 3dKOHYHUTE CBOIO P€4Yb, KdK TEJIOXPAHUTEJIb U CJIyI'd, HOCeJie CTOABIINE 3d CIIMHOM
CBO€ETr0 I'oCrIogrHa, OTCTYIIUIIA OT HETO Ha Ilar' ¥ COTHYJIUCE B FJ'IY6OKOM IIOKJIOHE.

— Cmacu60, 4TO CIIacjIy HaIlero MpuHIa.

— Cnacub6o.

— Huyero oco6eHHOTO, S ITPOCTO...



PaduH ynbiGHYaCh, BEITSHYB PYKY, KOTOPOM IOTMBITAJICS KOCHYTHCSI BaBUJIOHEL], HO He ycmen. Ux
pas3roBOp MpepBaIy.

— YTO0 30€ech MPOUCXOOUT?

Y cpenan aTo HEIHe xMypsimuiicst 3epkan. OH mopolnén 6auxe, a CanafuH TYT Ke OOEPHYI PYKY,
KOTOPOM HaMepeBaJIiCsd KOCHYThCS KPOHIIPUHIIECCH, ¥ YOpas e€ 3a CIIUHY, II0CJie Yero BKparTiie
IIOSICHUJI CUTYalUIO:

— 41 mpocTo 61arogapio E€ BEICOYECTBO 3a ClTaceHHne MOeH XKU3HH.

— ... lymato, BHI BHIOpANu HE caMoe TTOAXOMSIee MecTo.

'ocTb yCMexXHYIICH.

— 4 onolan, MHe Xab.

OpHako maXke M3BMHEHUS HE CMATYUIN CYPOBOTO BRIPAXKEHUS JIUIlA HacJIeqHOTo IpuHIa. U nypaky
OBLTIO TIOHSITHO, YTO OH KpaliHe HeJ0BOJIEH.

— Torpma moroBopuM 1mo3xe.

CarnapivH yII€N, a 3a HAM IIOCJIefjoBajia U MpUCyra 3epKaHa, He3aMeTHO CKPHIBIIKUCH U3 BUTY.
OcraBmmumch HaeguHe ¢ PaduH, mepBHIY IPUHI] IOCIEIINIT HavyaTh Pa3roBop.

— YT0 3HAYUT, ClIAacCjia ero XXKU3Hb?

— A.. Korpa s Ovlna Ha 3eMyisgx PeHuecTa, s cracia YTOITamomero.

— He BaxHo.

9TO0 He TaKoe YXK U BEJIIUKOE HeJio....

A noka Padun He Moria oTopBaTh rja3 oT ryd 3epkaHa, MeuTasi IOBTOPUTE TIOLENTyH, OH OBLI B
rHeBe; HacnenHblii IPUHI] IOMHUJ, YTO B I€TCTBE 0Yb repliora ICTOHA JI001Ia KHUTH O CTPAHHBIX
IpPUHIAX U, yBULEB e€ ¢ CamaguHoM, MBICJIEHHO ITOAMETHI, YTO TOT BHITJIAAUT KaK CaMbld HACTOSAIIUN
IPUHII-YOITIONOK.

BaBuioHeIl MOT CcTaTh KaHAMAATOM IJIst BTOporo Opaka PaduH, a 3epkaH gaxe He BHEC er0 B CBOU
crucku. Kak X0poiro, 4To Teneps y HaCcleqHOTo MPUHIA OBIIO TOCTATOYHO MMPUYKH IJIS €T0 Ka3HHU.



— He cTout conuxkaTthcs C JTIOOBMU 13 BaBUIOHCKOTO KOpPOJIEBCTBA. — qYTB JIX HEe IIPpOpPhIYal OH,
3aTeM B3TJISIHYB Ha Pa(l)I/IH C ABHBIM YOUBJIEHHEM, YTO BEI3BdJld HEOXKHNJdHHAAd CME€Hd TOHA.

IeBylrka Ka3anack 00€CIIOKOEHHOM, OMHAKO JIUL0 €€ BHITIISAENO0 KpaiiHe 3a0aBHo.

— KxM, — oTKaInsanace Pa(l)I/IH, OIIOMHHBIIUCE, — IIOYEMY

A 3epkaH efiBa 1 CHepKajCs OT TOro, YTOOH He CKa3aThb el paBMy.

— XopsT cnyxu, 4To BaBunoHIb 6113KYM ¢ TEMUOHOM.

— C KoposneBCTBOM TeMuoH?

— Ia.

Padun comypunack. OHa CbIIIana 0 TOM, 4TO TeMUoH cONuxKaeTcs C IIeMeHeM YKMEPHH,
IUKapsiMu; B mpoImioM KoposieBCTBO TeMUOH ObIIO OMHUM U3 TeX, KOMY YAa0Ch 3aIll0JIyYUTh YacTh
MMIIEPCKUX 3eMeJib Onaromaps DHTOHU. MaleHbKasi CTpaHa, KOTOPOH BCe IpeHebperasy B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB 3aHsJa O0JIBIIYI0 YaCTh 3eMeJlh IIaBIIero rocyIapcTaa.

OpHako ceivac, KOTfa UMIIePUsT HAXOIUTCS B PacCIIBETE CUJI, BMEIIAThCS B PA3pa3uBIIyIOCS B
OpUTHHaJe CMyTY Y HUX He yJacTcs. A BO3HHKJIA CMyTa OT TOTO, UYTO OCJIEIJIEHHBIN TOPeM CMEPTH
OMu3KUX 3epKaH He MOT CIIPABUTHCS C MOIUTUYECKUMHU ITPo0IeMaMu, B DHTOHU, HE UMEIOITUH
abCOJIIOTHO HUKAKUX CIIOCOOHOCTEH, 3aHS/I TPOH, HO OTAAJ IPeIouTeHre TI000BHEIM HHTPUXKKAM, a
He OumaoMaTuu. Tak UMIepus nana.

[Tocne cMepTH TIaBHBEIX T'€POEB ITIOBECTBOBaHME OCKYOHETO, a PaguH notepsiyia mHTEpPEC K
ITPOUCXOMSIIEMY, YTOOB TPOJOJIKATh BUMTHIBATHCS B TEKCT.

EcTecTBEeHHO, 4TO MMIIEPpHUA MOI'JIa IIaCTh HE TOJIBKO II0 YIIOMAHYTBIM ITPUYXHAM.

«JTromu n3 TeMuoHa HaBepHSKa PACIyCTUIIU CIIyXU CPEU apUCTOKPATOB, HYKHO pa300paThCs C
HUMU. Teneps HEIb3sT PAaccIabIsaThCs, 9Ta TPOMKa HaBepHSIKA yXKe IMocesijia CBOU CeMeHa B UMIIePHUH.
CNUIIKOM MHOTO ITOI03PUTENIbHBIX COOBITUM TPOUCXOMHUT. ... ».

— A BHI Kak cunTaeTte? — Crpocuina PaduH mocie gonrux pa3gyMum.

Yrpiomelii 3epKaH BHOBb IIOHU3UI TOH.

— Ecnu TH 0 TOM IIPUHIIE-MYCOPE....

— YTo certyac MPOUCXOIUT B KOPOIEBCTBE TEMUOH...



3aroBOpUIM OHU OJHOBPEMEHHO, TYT XKe 1mepebuB Opyr apyra. Mucc 9CTOH CMyTHUIIACh.

— YT0 BH cKazanu?

— Huuero

— TrI roBOpHIIa 0 KOPOIeBCTBEe TeMUOH? — [IepeCcnpoCHI EePBLIM IPUHII.

— Kro unens! gemeraiyy, TpuOLIBIIME Ha CBaAb0y?

— Kak MuHUMYM OpaT KOpOJIS.

— [Ipuni?

YcnvimaHHRR BOIIPOC 3aCTaBUII 3epKaHa HAXMYPHUTBCA. JT1OoT IIPHUHII HE TaK IIPOCT, KaK KaXKeTCs, U

HOCHUT OH He IIPOCTO TUTYJI IPUHIIA, a apurepiora. Ho mouemy Tak, HeyKeju Bce IPUHIL TeMuoHa
HOCSIT IOOOOHEIE TUTYJIBI?

— Her, ero Benu4aioT spIreporom.

— IIa? Torma s, moXKanyi, BepHYCh B OabHBIHM 3a7.

— 3ayem? IlonpuBeTCTBOBATH KOTO-TO?

3epKaH 0CTPO pearupoBas Ha nopemgenue Paduu. OTuero eé Tak TAHET K npuHIiaM? Eit ero Mamo?

— HerT, BoBCe HeT.

[eByIIKa BEITIHYJIA PYKY ¥ 2KeCTOM IIOIIPOCUTIA CBOET0 HbIHE CYIIpyra IONOUTH 00IuXKe, YTO OH U
cresnas. 3aTeM ONMyCTUTI TONIOBY, ¥ PaduH 3almenTtana eMy Ha yXo.

— ¢ X04y U3y4YUTE TOCTEU. Y MeHsI BO3HUKIIX HEKOTOPEIE [TI0N03PEHNUS.

3epkKaH CMOTpeJ IPsIMO B r'ina3a PaduH, oHa Xe risfgena Ha ero ryosl. Y Mucc SCTOH B TOpIie
IIepPecoxJio.

— XM-M.



— XM-M.

KpoHNpuHIl 1 KPOHIPHUHIIECCA OMHOBPEMEHHO OTCTPAHUIUCH APYT OT APYTa, CHeaB Inar Ha3af.

— MHe HYXKHO UATH.

— ....KoHeuHo.

Padun nokuHyIa Teppacy IepBoi, B TO BpeMs KaK paCKpacHeBINHUICS 3epKaH MIPUXOOUII B cebs.

Yepes cyry mpUHIIECCA CITPABUIIaCh 0 MECTOHAXOXKAEHUM TeMHOHCKOT0 I0CTa, a 3aTeM IIPUHSIIAChH
HabomaTh 3a HUM u3pganeka. OKpyXKaBlIue 9pLUrepiora Jioau X0X0Talld, BCIKUN pas, KOrga TOT
menan Kakue-mu0o 3aMedanusi. U cpenu HUX OBUIM KaK CTOPOHHMKH MMIIEPATPHUIIE], TAK U
CTOPOHHMKHU BUKOHTA Temmepa.

Opnako y Padun He GbIJI0 BpeMeHH Ha TO, YTOOH UTPATh C 9TUM MYXKYMHOU B TTISIIENKA. A BCE
TIOTOMY, YTO CJIMIIKOM MHOTO I'OCTe} XKeJlajiy IONPUBETCTBOBATD €€, TJIaBHYI0 IePOUHIO TPa3dHUKa,
JINYHO.

[Toka meBylIKa 300poBalach C HallleAlllel BOJIHOM IOCTEN, KOe-KTO 0OKa3ajcs COBCeM paaoM. M atum
KeM-TO OBbLJI TOT CaMBIM My2KUMHa M3 KOPOJIEBCKOM ceMbH TeMHOHA, 32 KOTOPHIM OHA TalKOM
HabIomana HeKOTOpoe BpeMst Ha3aj.

— Papa BcTpeue ¢ Bamu. — MonBuina Padus.

— Pap BcTpeue ¢ Bamu, Balre BbICOYeCTBO HacaegHas MpuHIecca. 1 spurepuor ['acToH, TpuOBIBIIMH
U3 KOpOJIeBCTBa TeMHUOH B Ka4eCTBe Iocia. iMmepaTopcKuii ABOPEL] BOCXUTUTEJIEH. — YCMEXHYJICS
OH.

[TpuHIlECCa HE YIUBUIACH TOIOOHOMY 3aMeYaHHUI0, HET HUYETro YIUBUTEILHOTO B POCKOIIIX JBOPIIA.

— Ila, mBOpEIl ¥ BIIPABAY KPACUB.

— OueHs paj OBITH 37I€Ch B KAYECTBE MOCIa.

CrnoKo#HO coriacuBIIKCh ¢ ['acToHOM, PaduH ornsmena ocTaabHEIX TOCTeH, 61arogaps yemy
3aMeTusIa TPYIIY JI0fel CO CTPAaHHBIMY BRIPAXKEHUSIMHU JIHII. B 0qHOM M3 HUX OHA pacro3Halia
CTOPOHHUKA BUKOHTA Temiepa, psmoM HaXOOuiCs CBSIIEHHUK. Ka3anock, 4To cpefu BCE TOJIITHI
JIIofled KPOHIIPHHIIecca pa3nuydaja TOJIbKO Julla 3TUX TpouxX. OHU ObIIM CTPAHHO ITOX0XKHU APYT Ha
npyra. A o0bequHSN UX XUIITHBIN B3I,

«go0e



[Tpa3gHuK GBI B CAMOM pasrape.

CenecTiHa BHUMATEIBHO OTJISENach.

Ha camomM perne, oHa YZKe HEeCKOJIBKO Pa3 IIbITaJIaCh HOJIOﬁpaTBCH mo0nIuxe K 3epKaHy, HO TIIETHO.
OpHAKO CeromHs 0COOEHHBIN eHb, HeJIh3s YIIYCTUTB TaKOH ITTaHC. HeBy'I.T.IKa JOOJII'O BEIMCKHBAJIa
HaCJIeJHOrO IIPpHHIIa B TOJIIIE X, HaKOHEeI] O6Hapy}KI/IB ero, HavaJjla IOJXOOUTh OIuxKe.

B pykaBe eé O CIIpsiTaH MaleHbKu# GrakoH. To 6BI7I0 CHamoObe, KOTOPOE OMHAXK/IBI UCIIOIh30BaIa
BTOpas KOPOJIeBa, YTOOH! ITOJIyYHTh JII000Bh ¥ BHUMaHKHE HMIIEPATopa.

Cerognst CenecTuHa [0KHa CO0Ma3HUTh 3epKaHa, ¥ €CITU i yIacTCs CHOenaTh 3TO MPSIMO Ha
cBapmb0e, TO ero OTHOLIEHUST C HOBOMCIIEUEHHOM KEeHOU CUJIBHO IOMIATHYTCS. Boee Toro, He MeHbIIIe
IIOCTPafaeT ¥ ero penyranusi. Takum o0pa3oM IPUHI] DHTOHU CMOXKET BO3BBICUTHCS Hafl HUM, TI0CIIe
Yyero fiefia MOUOYT KakK 110 Maciy, eciii Bce nmonmyuntcs. CenecTruHa o0s3aHa CIIPaBUTHCS.

OmHAKO caMa MEIC/Ih 00 3TOM [JOCTaBIIAIa el qucKoMdopT. PaduH TOMOrIa ei, a I0TOMY COBECTh
KpHuaJia, YTO OHA JOJIKHA IIOMOYb B OTBET.... T Be[b MaXke CTOJIKHYJIa 0€CCOBECTHHEIX apHCTOKPATOB
c Teppack! pagu Heé. Y 9T0 He BEIXOOUI0 y CeIeCTHHE U3 TOJIOBHL.

«HykHO unTH gasbille, HET BpeMeHU Ha COMHeHUS. [[axke s Heé f....»

CernecTuHa OXJaguia CBOM IThII, @ 3aT€M HaIlpaBUIaCh MPSIMUKOM K KPOHIIPUHIY, YTO 0BIIasCcs C
AnpuaHoMm.

g

Padun netnsna mo 3amy, 06Xoas TOMNIY, KOTAa C yIUBIIeHHEM 3aMeTHJIa HeUTO TI0J03PUTENILHOe.

— Yro 9Ta meByIlKa 3afiyMalia Ha 9TOT pa3?
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