3epKaH, HaHpaBHHBH.II/IfICH K Pa(l)I/IH, OBIIT BEIHY2KJI€H OCTAHOBHUTLCA.

— V MeHs HaKOHEI IOSBUJIaCh BO3MOXKHOCTh 0(HIIMAIbHO ITOIIPUBETCTBOBATE BAC, 9TO YECTh [JIS
MeHs1. — MonBusna CenecTrHa IIOHYPUB B30D.

HeCMOTpﬂ Ha TO, YTO OHa He U3 3HATHOT'O POOa4d, OEeBYIIIKa o0afasa 3JIeTaHTHON BHEIIHOCTHIO.

JTrogu Habmomany 3a pa3roBOPOM CUMITATUYHOTO IOHOIIM U ITPEKPACHOM JIeiy, eCTECTBEHHO
IpHUBJIEKaIIeH K cebe BHUMaHME, C TI0O0ILEITCTBOM B I'JIa3ax.

— Baie BrICOYECTBO...?

CenecTuHa, ITOKOPHO OITYCTHUBIIIAA B3TrJIAA B IIOJI, B U3SYMJIEHUH IIPUIIOOHSTIA I'OJIOBY.

«ITouemMy OH MOTYHUT?»

CasiTast cBenta 6POBU K IIEPEHOCHIIE, pacCMAaTPHUBas U0 KPOHIpuHIa. OH UTHOPUPOBAJI €€, CITOBHO
OHa BAPYT CTajla HEBUOUMOM, ¥ CMOTPEJ Kyla-TO MUMO COOeCeTHHUIIHI.

[Ipocnenus 3a ero B3opoM, CenecTuHa MOHSAJA, YTO CMOTpPeI OH Ha Paduu OCTOH, 3Be3ay 3TOr0
IIpa3gHUKA.

Y npexkpe, ueM K Hel MPHUIIIO OCO3HaHUE, Tydye3apHo yibi0atomasics PaguH oka3zanach OKpyxKeHa
KOMITaHMEeH 3HATHBIX 0CO0.

«YTO MPOUCXOOUT?»

HacnepnHbIM TPUHI] He CBOAMII T'Jla3 CO CBOEM HEBeCTHl, OyKBaIbHO MIPOXKUTAst e€ B3rsamoM. [lepen
HUM CJIOBHO OB BO3HUMKJIa CTE€HA, Melllalas eMy o0IIaThCSI CO BCEMHU OCTAJIbHBIMHU.

— He mornu 6b1 BB 0TONTH? — CIIyCTSI HEKOTOPOE BPeMs CKa3aJl IPUHII.

B ero cTporom nprkase 4yBCTBOBAJICS aBTOPUTET UMIIEPATOPCKOX ceMbu. Y CenecTUHH He OBII0
IPUYMH, YTOORI BCTABATh Ha IYTH MIEPBOTO IIPUHIIA, €# HYKHO YXOOUTh, X MyCTh U YOUBUBIIKCH, OHA
OTCTyTIHIIA.

Tonma paccTymanack mepen KpOHIIPUHIIEM U KJIaHsSIach eMy, Kyga Okl OH HU IIEI.

«4 cmpiana, uto PaduH pesiHO yXaXKuBalla 3a HUM, a OH IIPUHSJ €€ YyBCTBa...Heyxkenu aToT ciyx
IIpaBOUB?»



OTa MoNIBa HAaXOOUTCS Ha CIIyXy MOBOIBHO JOJTOE BpeMs; PaduH, 4To ¢ caMoro meTcTBa Geramia 3a
TIEPBEIM ITPUHIIEM XBOCTUKOM, TIepBasi Ceiaia eMy MpeaoXkeHre U CO CIe3aMu Ha TJla3ax yMOoJisia
3epkaHa COTJIAaCUTLCS. Bosee TOro, MoK MOT0BapHBAJIH, YTO Y MIPUHIIA He OBUIO BEIOOPa, KPOME KaK
COTJIAaCUThCS.

OpHako, Mo3uIus KPOHIIPHXHIIA HECKOJIEKO OTJIM4YaJIaCh OT CIIYXOB. W 370 04eBUOHO, UCXOOS U3 TOTO,
KaK OH IIPOCTO HEe MOXKET OTOPBATH I'lia3 OT CBOEM HEBECTH JaxKe Ha CEKYHOY.

«Bcé OymeT He Tak IIPOCTO, KakK g 3agyMbIBaja».

CenectuHa Hagesiniach, YTO €¥ C IETKOCTHIO yaoacCTCs C06JIa3HUTH HACIIEIHOT O IIpUHIIA, HO eé
OXKHNIOaHUA IIaJIh KPaXoM. HGBYH.IKa, IIbITaBIIasiCs IIPHUBJIEYb BHUMaHHE 3epKaHa, orjdapenacsh.

KTo-TO 13 rocre#t mocMeunBascs Haf TeM, Kak Ero BEICOYEeCTBO OTKPHITO IPOUTHOPHUPOBATI €€.

CwmyTtuBmuch, CenecTrHa IPUKycUia ry0y U CKpbljilach B TOJIIIE.

Tem BpeMeHeM PaduH, MOIPUBETCTBOBAB o, 00€PHYIACh, OLUTYTUB PSIOOM YbE-TO IIPUCYTCTBHE.
[IpssMo mepeq Hel CTOS 3epKaH.

«0O, HO 5 TOYHO YBEPEHA, UTO....».

Ona gymara, 4TO OH BCE ellé pa3roBapuBaeT CO CBITOM.

B TOT MOMEHT C HOYEephIO TepLoTa 3aTOBOPUIIU €€ ONHOTPYIIITHUKY, TI09TOMY Ta OTBJIEKJIACh Ha
MraoBeHue. Cy[s 10 TOMY, YTO IIEePBHIM IIPUHIL PSAOM, Y HETO He ObIJI0 JIMHHON 6ecebl CO CBATOM.

«Ho 4T0-TO TYT HE TaK».

U 310 cTpaHHO. B opurvHanbHOM UCTOPUY HUKOT A HE YIIOMUHAJIOCH CYIeCTBOBAHUE CBATOU, TaK
II0YeMy OHa NosiBUach? [lomKeH ke OBITh OTBET.

Xpam He NoffepXKuBaeT UMIIepaTpUlly U HaCJIeQHOT 0 IIPKHIIA, HO, B OTINYKE OT POMaHa, Y ArHec
XOpOIIIKe OTHOIIEHUS C CyIpyroM. HeyxKenu MUlllb mapa OTJAXYUKA OT UCXOJHOTO CIOXKeTa
cr1oco0OCTBOBAJIA IIOABJIEHUIO CBATON?

«4l momXKHa THIaTeNnbHeW HabII0aaTh 3a yXOBEHCTBOMY.

— Padus.

Io yiel 3amymaBIIeiicsl JeBYIIKY OOHECCS Tojloc 3epkKaHa. Bckope mocse ero mosiBieHus



OKPYXKUBIIIHE €€ JIeOy UCYEe3IIH.

— [la, Bame BricouecTBO? — OTBeTHna PaduH, yCTpeMUB Ha HETO IIOTHBIA HEITOHUMaHUS B3TJISM.

HpI/IHI_I CJIeTKa HalIpsATrcC4d.

OH BHe3aITHO HAKJIOHUJICS ¥ B3sJI €€ 3a IJIeYH, la Tak, YTO J0Yb repiiora B3gPOrHyIa OT
HEOXUJAHHOCTH, a 3aTeM 3alllellTall, efiBa JIu He KacasCh IeBUYbET0 yxa I'ybaMu.

— Ha Hac cMmoTp4r.

—A..

Tonbko Teneps Padun npumiia B cebs. LlepeMoHMS TTOMOJIBKY 3aBepIIMIach, a IOTOMY OHa
HEOCO3HAHHO 3abbltack. Bl Beob HyKHO IIPOJOJIKATh UTPATh Ha yO/IHKY.

Crousno 3epkaHy OTIPSHYTh, KaK €ro HeBecTa 00XBaTHJIa CBOU, CJIOBHO OBl TOPSIINE OT CMYIIEHHUS,
€KY JIaOHSIMU.

— O 6oxe, Baire BEICOUECTBO, OUYEHb...

HWrpana oHa 0OYeHb mpaBHonono6Ho. Padun 6yaTo 651 60simach, YTO CIOBa €TI0 BO3TIOOIEHHOTO MOTYT
OBITH YCIIBIIIAHEL TyOIMKOM ¥, BHOBh B3TJITHYB Ha XKEHMXa, HECUIBHO IPUKYCHIIa T'y0y.

IToub repiiora BHITISAeNIa TaK MUJIO, YTO HaxKe 3epKaH Ha MTHOBEHbE OIEIIHU]I.

«Kak eé muIio MoxKeT Tak OBICTPO ¥ KapOUHAIBHO...?»

OHa c11oBHO OB pomouiacChk C 3TUM OAapOM.

PeanuctuyHas urpa Padun cmyimana 3epkana. OH 4yBCTBOBas cebs Tak, OYATO B HEWCTBUTENTbHOCTH
IIPOLIENTaN ef Ha YXO YTO-TO OUYeHb IOCThAHOe. OgHAKO, BMECTO TOT'0, UYTOOH! ITIOKPACHETD OT
CMYILIeHUS, KPOHIIPUHII T00JIeHEN, PaCTePSIHHO TS Ha HeBECTY.

Hpo6neMa B TOM, 4YTO B I'/Ta3aX OKPYZXKaIMIINX OH CIIUIIKOM XOJIOOEH.

OxpyXarolye 3allenTalucCh.

— Krto Hapgoymun Ero BeicouecTBo?



— O uyém™ u peub. CMyIIATLCS IPU BU[IE BO3/MOOIEHHOT0 — abCOMI0THAS HOPMA.

— 3Halo, B 9TOM HET HMYEro CTPAIIHOI0, HO... MOXXET MHCC DCTOH BOCIPHHUMAET BCE CITHUIIIKOM
Cepbe3HO, He yMaeTe? Pa3Be He 10OX0XKe, UTO €€ YyBCTBA O€30TBETHHI?

— BepHo. KaxeTcs Tak, Cynd I10 XOJIOOHOMY BBEIPA2KEHUIO JIUIA Ero BeicouecTBa. MHe maxe HEMHOIO
TPYCTHO, BEOb 3a MHUCC ITIBITAJIOCh YXaXKWBaTh CTOJILKO IOHOIIEMN. ...

— I'maguTe Ha Ero BEICOYECTBO, €T0 JIUII0 OHO 0YEHb-0YE€Hb X0JI0OHOE.

— 3Hato, OH 6yaTO 6B TOTOB B JIIO0YI0 MUHYTY 00HAXKUTh KITUHOK. MHCC ICTOH HaBePHSKA 0YEHb
TSKEJI0 C HUM.

ViMeHHO 1O3TOMY [0 CaMOro KOHIla mpa3gHoBaHus Padun Tpyngunack 30 Bcex cuil. K KoH1y 6aHKeTa
B Pa3yMax rocTeil Kpemnko yKOpeHU/Iach MBIC/Ib: “Mucc ICTOH 10 yIIu Bao6IeHa B KDOHIPUHIIA”.

[IBOpsiHE BO3BpAIIAIUCh B CBOM ITOMECThS, 601Tast 06 00PyUEHHEIX.

Kak Tonbpko GaHKeT 3aKOHYUIICS, JeBYIIIKa IIOMpoIanach ¢ ceMbéil. Ha nuiie eé MaTepu cusiyia
CYaCTIUBAs yIBI0Ka, a OTEI[ efBa CAEePXKUBAJI CIIE3HI.

— Xopoinero Beuepa, Padum.

JIyka u Poiic mpeObiBaiIy B He JTy4IlleM PacIOIOKEeHUH AyXa, HO C CECTPOM MOMPOIIAIACh OT BCETO
cepnua.

Apnpuan momda o0HsT PaduH ¥ mormagun e€ mo CIuHe.

Kak TonmpK0 OCTOHE! BhleXaly 3a IIpefelibl JBOpIia, OHa B COIPOBOXKAEHUY CBUTHL OTIIPABUIIACH B
CandupoBslii IBOpPEL.

Bynyuu akKTpuCOH, colefine co ciieHbl, PaduH o4eHb ycTana 1 cCOBCeM 3a0kblia, UTO Y He€ OCTaJUCh
He3aKOHYEeHHEIe fea.

CTouMI0 HeBeCTe IPHUHIIA CHATh OleXKIy ¥ B300paThCs B BAaHHY, KaK TOPHUYHEIE CHe/Ialy el MacCax,
OT KOTOPOTO Ta IOTPy3uIach B COH. PaduH MpOCHYyIaCh UL CIYCTS HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi, Korma
IIPUIIIIO BpeMsl HafleBaTh HOBYIO IIHKAMY.

HeCMOTpH Ha YCTaJIOCTh, TeIlePh N0Yhb Iepruora 4yBCTBOBajlad cebs JIy4diie, BOSBMOZXKHO OT TOTrO, 49TO
IIocCIIaja.



['opuuyHBIEe compoBoauny PaduH [0 IBepH, a JeBYIIKa C OMACKOM MepecTyIua mopor.

Bywm!

,]:[Bep]: 3aKPHIJIACh C T'YJIKHM XJIOIIKOM. Y mucc Scton cepale B IIATKH YIIJIO.

KomHaTa, B KOTOPOM OHa OKa3ajach, Oblsia yIOTHO 06CTaBlIeHa ¥ 0O4YeHb HpaBuiiack PaduH, Tak Kak
IIOJIHOCTBIO COOTBETCTBOBAJIa €€ BKycaM. OfHaKO B Hell Oblyla 0Ha MajleHbKas pobieMKa... 3epKaH,
OJeTHIM B OOHY HOYHYIO pybOalky. BrpoueM, oT XJIoNKa ABEpPH y Hero, Kak u y PaduH, cepflie B
MSTKY YIIJIO.

Onu 06a Xfanu CerogHsIIHel HOUM, HO He MOTJIM He CMYTUThCS, KOTfla OHa HaKOHEIl HacTaJja.

PadwuH mopomuta K CTOIKMKY, CTOSIIEMY 4yTh IIOOMAb OT KpoBaT. Ha HEM, pSIIOM C BUHOM,
pacrojiarajamuch JETKUe 3aKyCKHU B BUfE CHIpa ¥ (PPYKTOB.

3epKaH MPOCTIeU 3a B3TJISIIOM HEBECTHI.

— ¢ He mpocun Te6s1 TOTOBUThCS. — Heoco3HaHHO Mpo6OpMOTall OH.

OtBeTa He moceqoBaio. PadhuH mpomoskaa CTOATh Y CTOIMKA, KaK CTaTysl, a MEPBbINA TPUHIT
TIBITAJICS OTBECTU OT HEeé B3rJIAM.

OT co3epliaHus [eBYIIKHA B COPOUKe, HalIOMUHAOIIEH ero CoOOCTBEHHYIO HOUHYIO Py0OallKy, TapeHb
OLIyTUJI TTIOKaJILIBaHUE B TOPIIE.

— Oy-yx!

[ITymusIM B3goxoM PaduH mpepBasna yaymaolyio TAIINHY, @ 3aTeM 0001Ia CTOJIUK U NIpUcesia Ha
KpPOBATk.

— MHe 3HAKOM 3TOT HaNmUTOK. Ero Beqb momaBanu Ha IpPa3gHUKE B Y€CTh BOCIIECTBUS UMIIEpPATOPa
Ha MMPecToll, He TakK Jiu?

Mucc ICTOH CrIOTHYJIA CITIOHY, BHUMATENIbHO Pa3TiisfabiBast Oy THIIKY.



— BpaTBH, J'IyKa u Potic, paCCKa3kIBaJIX MHE O HéM, HO 4 HUKOT'IAd He OyMaJla, 9YTO CMOT'Y UCIIUTh €TI0
CeropgH...

3epKaH oIevyaaeHo IMOOHSJICS C IIOCTENIU U Cell HanpoTuB PaduH.

— Brl mpo6GoBanu ero paHbile, Bare BEICOYECTBO?

— ... Her.

— Bay, Tak BHI BIIEPBHIE BHITBETE CO MHOM?

Mucc 9cToH ¢ IpeABKyIIeHNeM pa3niuiia BUHO 110 6okanaM. E€ pyku Ipoxkanu OT CTPaHHOTO
HaIpsKEHUs], HO 3epKaH 9TOro He 3aMeTw1. PaduH onpenenéHHo TalaHTIMBa B aKTEPCKOM UTPE,
BeOb e€ ceparle 6unoch B 6eIIeHHOM PUTMe, HO OHA U BUAY He Iofaa.

«f cxX0Xy C yMa...».

HepeHepBHanB, OHa HEOCO3HAHHO IIPOJINJIa BUHO.

OOBIYHO KOHCYMAalIKs TPOBOOUTCS TOJIBKO ITIOCTIE CBaAbObl, HO B UMIIEPATOPCKOM CeMbe HECKOIBKO
WHbIE TIOPSIOKH.

«PaHee, Ciyliad paCCKa3 UMIIEPATPUIEI B AyMad, 4YTO OH K Hel He OTHOCUTCSH, S Jaxe Hacjaaxaanach
HM...».

Ho mo3xe ArHec 00bsICHUIIA, YTO TOBOPHUIIA O caMoi cebe, 1 PahuH 4yTh C yMa He COIIIIA.
Ipoxkallye PyK:d U HOTH BMUT TIOXOJIOMEIIH.

«B mo6om cnydae, 3T0 Opak 0 KOHTPAKTY, TakK K YeMy BolTHeHKe? Ml Befib He coOupaeMcs B
OEeUCTBUTEILHOCTH STUM 3aHUMAThCS».

A BCE 13-3a BeTMKOJIEITHOM BHEIIHOCTY 3epKaHa. [ JIsios Ha Hero, oHa He MOTJIa fiyMaTh 0 Y4EM-TT00
OPyTroM.

Mrucc ICTOH MOTAHYIACh 3a 60KAIOM ¥ BCJIe[ 3a Hel BIEPE[ MOJasIcs MPUHIL. B 9TOT MOMEHT
IeBYIIKe yIaroch PasrisaeTh MIPUOTKPHIBIIAECS U3-3a CJIeTKa COCKONb3HYBINEH PyOaIlIKy TBEPIbIe
MYCKYJIbI TPYIH.

«f cxoxy c yma...»

Padun 3axkMypuIach 1 3al10M BeAynIa 0okasn BuHa. HaBepHoe M03TOMY 3epKaH CTajl CMOTPETh Ha
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