— YT0 npousomnuio Buepa?

Korpa otBeta ot PaduH He nocnenoBano, B3risag CUISUH TPEBOKHO APOTHYII
— Tonpko He ToBOpUTE MHE...HeT, Mucc! { crtaBuna Ha Ero BeicouecTBo 3epKaHa!
«4T0? CTaBumna...?»

Mrucc 3cTtoH B3IrJIsAIHYJIA Hda TOPHUYHYIO C YTPIOMBIM BhIPDAZKE€HUEM JIHIIA. Ta oTKalnIgaace 1 moMoria
TOCIIOZKeE IIepPeoageThbCd. BbICTpO YMEBIBIIKCE U ONEBINUCE, PaCbI/IH HaIlpaBUJIaCh B TOCTHUHYIO.

HoBocTy 0 TOM, 4TO B TIOMECThe B KQUeCTBE I'OCTS MPUOBIT MPUHII DHTOHH, IPUBJIEKIIN CIYTH U OHU
TPYIINKaMU CIOHSIUCh HeTonanéky. Bce, Ka3amock Obl, TOTOBHI OBITA COMTH C yMa, HUHTEPECYSICh
IPUYMHOM Bu3uTa Ero BEICOYECTBaA.

— Mucc!

IBopeuku#t mopolnén K Padun, OyATO TONMBKO €€ U XKmal. A 3aTeM 3ar0BOPHUI C HECKPEIBAEMBIM
BOCTOPI'OM.

— T'epuor yexan B UMIIepaTOPCKUU OBOPEL, a y TePLOTMHY BO3HUKIIU Aesla. MoIogoro rocnofguHa
Appuana u Monopbix rocrnop JIyku u Porica Toxe HeT goma!

Ka3zasnocs, CJI0BHO 3TO yIayHBIH IIaHC.

BeposiTHO BCE TOTOMY, YTO Ha JAHHEIM MOMEHT y IPUHIIA DHTOHU OUYeHb XOPOIlas PemnyTallus B
CTOIHIIE.

PaduH c coMHeHUsIMU BOIIIIa B TOCTHHYI0, BpayH OTKPHIBIINI ITepel Hell OBEPD, TYT XKe 3aKPHII €€ U
OTHajl TOPHUYHBIM IIPUKa3.

— Cenuac e IOOTOTOBbLTE SKUIIAXK, HaBauTe!
«ggn-
Bomrenmast B KoMHaTy PaduH Oblsla CMyIlleHa BUOOM JHTOHU, CUASIIET0 Ha COTHBIIIKE.

— Ecnu GBI 3HAJ, YTO THI BCE €II€ CIIUIIb, TO ITpuexas O HEMHOT'O T03XKe.

— Heoxupmanuo. He 3Has, 4TO TH 3aCOHS.

Jlemu cesyla HAIIPOTHB IPHHIIA, YTO-TO OopMoUa cebe mom Hoc. [Ipexe Bcero, eé co0ecemHUK — YJIeH
HUMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbr. OHa He MOXKET OTKPHITO BHIKA3hIBATH CBOE HEOBOILCTBO €r0 KOMIIAHHEH.

— YTo npuBesio Bac B TaKOU 4ac, Ballle BLICOYECTBO.

Crowumno Pa(l)I/IH 3arOBOPUTL BEXKIINBO, KdK OHTOHU YCMEXHYIJICA, CJIOBHO OBI HU3YMUBIINUCH. Opnako,
BEPOSITHO HM3-3a CMYIII€HHWA, TOBOPHUII OH, OTBEAs B3rJisA B CTOPOHY.

— [Touemy THI OC/IylIaNach MEHs Buepa?



— Yro?

— 4 cka3zan Tebe MOmOXKATh, TOKa I HE BEPHYCH!

Mucc SCTOH 4yTh He MONEepPXHYyIach, 3aBUIEB 3TOT0 HETOfsis B THEBe. ClepkKasace.

—... fl HMYero He MoOrJIa IOfieNlaTh, TaK KaK MHE HYKHO OBLIIO ITOIIPUBETCTBOBATh MHOXKECTBO JIIOAEH.
— JTtoMy HeT onpaBhaHui! Thl HeMenis yexana gOMou!

— 4 BHe3amHOo OLIyTHUIa CUIbHYIO YCTAIOCTh.

HaGmiomas 3a TeM, Kak Ho4b Tepliora IPomo/KaeT BEIYMEIBATE ONPABIAHKS, IIPUHIT CTasl 00PMOTATh
YTO-TO Hepa3bopuuBoe cebe 1Mo HOC.

— Ho... Bel mpogenanu BeCh 3TOT Iy Th, YTOOE 00pyraTh MeHs? — C JTI000MIBITCTBOM
nouHTEepecoBanach PapuH.

Ona IIPOKJINHAJIa JHTOHHM B3TJISIOOM, HO, II0 €T0 MHEHHIO, BCE OBIJI0O HEMHOTO IIo-OopPyromMy.

«OHa I'IAOUT Ha MEeHS KakK KPOluK... Beqomo v el, 4To KOrjja OHa CMOTPUT Ha MEHS BOT TakK, TO
KaxXXeTCsI MHEe MUJION?»

[TapeHb MBICTIEHHO YIRIOHYJICS, HO OTBEJ B3TJISAH, UTOOR HY MTOKA3aTh HY €UHOT0 IPHU3HAKa PAIOCTH.
CnycTst HEKOTOPOe BpeMS OH BEITAIIWJI M3 0K IEl KOPOOOUKY 1 OPOCHUII €€ Ha CTOJL.

— Bozbmu.
— Yro?
Padun HaxMypunacs, risaas Ha OPoLIeHHYI0 KOPOOOUKYy.

«Cymst o ToMy, KakK OH e€ 6pOCHII, 9TO He Iofapok... HeT, HeBaxHO IMOJapoK 9TO UJIU HET, 3TO €T0
IIOBETIEeHHE. .. ».

Mucc ScToH 0611M3HyMa Ir'yOsl ¥ opo0oBaia OTKPHITh 9Ty CaMylo KOpoOOUKY, HO, IOYYBCTBOBAB YTO-
TO HEeJIafIHOe, OCTAHOBUJIACh.

«Yero? OHa ke [I0X0XKa Ha QyTasAp ANd KOJNbIa...».

IleByIlKa BHIIPSIMUJIACH, B3BOJIHOBABIINCE. JHTOHU CMOTPEI Ha HEe€ C pa3gpaxeHueM
— Iloyemy THI He OTKpHIBaellb? £ He TOBOPUI IIOCMOTPETh Ha HEro?

— YT0-XK, B3T/IIHY [103XKe.

— JlerCTBUTENBHO... [IocCMOTPU Ha HEro cerndac xe!

Ot ycMelIKM BTOPOTro IpHHIla PaduH 3aTansia gblxaHue, N3yMUBIIKCH.

— A, TO eCTb... IPOCTO ITIOCMOTPETH?

OHTOHMU, Ka3ajloCh, CMYTHUJICS. Y OEBYIIKH He 0CTal0Ch BEI6OPa, KpOMe KakK APOoXKAaIIUMU PyKaMu
IIPUOTKPHITH KPHIIIEYKY KOPOOOYKH.



«Xax...».

910 ¥ BrpaBAy ObUT QyTIAp [ Koiblla. JIUIIb 3aBUieB YKpalleHrue ¢ 60IbIIAM OPUIINAHTOM,
Padun noxpriack X0JIOIHBIM IIOTOM.

— Jii, mouemy...?

Mrucc 3CToH 3akphlyia QyTasap U BepHYyJa ero Ha CTOJI, KaK HU4Yero He 3Halollasd UOUOTKa.
— 9T0 06pyyanbHOe Kombll0. — C yIeI0KOM MOJIBUII BTOPOM MIPUHII.

— Ho mouyemy BHI OTHaA€ETE €ro MHE...?

— IMpoknsaTtee! Hackonbko ke T riymnas? f memnaio Tebe mpemioxenue!

«HeT, Hy Kakoit MyKYKiHa B 9TOM MHUpPe TakK ce0s BemeT....?»

Korma meByIliKa IIOCMOTpeia Ha HeT0 C HEMBIM BOIIPOCOM BO B3TTISIe, DHTOHU MTOTEPSII
caMoo0OJiagaHue.

— ITouemy THI Bef€mb ce0s Tak, CIIOBHO He OXKHufala MpeaioxeHusa? f yxke paccka3al 0 HEM CBoel
MaTepH.

— Yto?

— Mos MaTyIIKa 3asiBuIa, YTO cHeslaeT BCE, 4ToOk Ero BennuecTtBo ofoOpui Haul 6pak. OmHaKO g He
IIOBEPUJI EU.

«YTO 3a mepbMOBas CUTYalUs...?»

— B oTniuuue oT cBoe# MaTeEPH, S TAK JKe MOIPOIIy 61arocioBerus y E€ BenuuecTBa UMIIEPATPHUIIE.
YBepeH, OHa MPUCNyLIIAaeTCsS KO MHE, TaK Kak s1 XOPOIIIO MPOSIBIII ce0sT Ha 1oje 60s. IIpeKIoH:o
KOJIEHU ¥ B3MOJTIOCH TIepe[] Hew.

JIuuio PaduH, gpoxkaiiey OT UCIyra, KICKa3uioCh.
«HeT, 3TO cyMacCllIeCTBHE...».

OHTOHM He TOJIKO OBITT BIIIOOJIEH B HEE, HO U BCEPHLE3 pa3myMbIBall o 6pake. Mucc JcToH mpebriBaia
B OIIIEJIOMJIEHUHU TAKOW HEOXKUOAHHOCTHIO.

BTopoii IpuHII TXMIb IOXKaI IIJIe9aMu.
— ITostomy, He GeCrOKOMCS... I mpuexas JuIlb AJisS TOro, YTOOH CKa3aTh 00 3TOM.
«Ja Koro 9TO 3a060THT!»

Bynro GBI 3aKOHUYMB BCe [e71a, TapeHb MOMHSJICS C MeCTa, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT IIOKHpPOoBaHHast Papux
CXBaTHJIa €T0 3a PYKY.

— Ilorogute MUHYTKY!

— Yo, uero?



OHTOHM YOWBIEHHO HAaXMypHUics. IToka ero JHI0 MOKPHIBAIOCH PYMSHIIEM, II0 KOXKe JIeu mpodexkanu
MYpalIK4, T09TOMY OHa IOCIelIIa yopaTh pyKy U 3ar0BOPUIIA.

— 9T0... 4 He cobrparoCh BEIXOAUTH 3aMyXK 3a IIpHHIIa DHTOHU.
— Yro?

[TpuHI| BHOBL HaxMypuicsa. OH HeJOyMEHHO MOPTHYJ, 6yaTo OBl ¥ He IpefIoiaraB Takou HCXOT,.
3aTeM rPOMKO PaCCMesIJICs.

— He crecHsiics...3a0ynb, 5 nopsirpaio Tebe. [la, S ToKe He X04Uy XKEHUThCSI Ha KOM-TO Bpofe Tebs.
— HacmemnnuBo mpou3HEC DHTOHH, a MOCIe YIIET.

OueBUOHO OH BOCIPUHSAI clioBa PaduH Kak mIyTKy. [Joyb repijora 9CTOHa B CBOIO 0Yepenb Obla
HACTOJIBKO COMTA C TOJIKY, UTO JlaXke He MMofyMasa ero JOrHaTh.

®yTnsp ¢ KONbLIOM, OCTaBJIEHHBIN Ha CTOJIe, Ka3asics 00M00# 3aMe[iIeHHOTO IeCTBUS.
0a00-
— Xa-xa-xa!

[TpuHIT CYaCTIUBO yIbIOAICS, TOKKUAAs 0COOHSIK Yepes mapagHelid BXoHd. [BOPEKUN C YOUBJIEHUEM
YCTaBHUJICS Ha OTKPHITYIO OBEPh TOCTUHOU. ET0, ocTaBINascss B OMMHOYECTBE, TOCmoxka. Kasanock, oHa
ObLLlIa caMa He CBOS.

«9? IIpuHL OOKy4Yas Hallel negu?»
B ero romose Ha CeKyHAy 3apOAUIACh COMHEHUS.
— Bul B nopsizke, mucc?

Ctouno Bpayny momoitu 6nuxke, Kak PapuH TyT 3Ke cXBaTuiIa QyTIsIp CO CTONA U yOexkasa B CBOIO
KOMHATY.

— 3ayeM mpumen?

— CmMesincs, CIOBHO 3a [O0JIrOM IpHexal.

— Jlake Ha 4yail He oCcTaJICS?

— Bot u Bcé. Kak u oxunanocs. 1 BHOBb ITOCTABIII0 Ha HACIeIHOT0 IIPUHIIA.
OcraBmuecs TaM CIIyTH TUXO MTePelIENThBAJKCE.

p0oo-e

«MHe KOHell, MHe KOHeIl».

BepHyBIuch B CBOI0 KOMHATY, Padun ¢ TpeBoroit ocmotpesniack. OHa HUKOTHA OBl U He TTofyMara, YTo
OHTOHU cnoco0eH Ha Takoe 6e3yMCTBO.

«KaxeTcs, s HpaB/IOCh 9TOMY CyMacIIeOIIeMy TapHIo...».

HWMeHHO cuMnaTHs Obllla HauOOJIBIINM, Yero 0XHupgajla JeBYIIKa, II03TOMY I10jiarajad, 4TO BCE He TakK



1710x0. Ho KTOo 6B MOT IOIyMaTh, YTO OH [laXkKe ITOPa3MBICITUT 0 Opake?
Mmucc ICTOH HEPBHO T'PhI3/Ia HOT'TH.

«[ToBepuTh HE MOTY, UTO BTOpasi KOpojieBa Pebekka B3siyia Ha ce0s1 OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a 3aKIIIOYEHUE
aroro Opakxa...».

K ToMy ke, BTOPOY MPUHI] YIIOMSHYJI, YTO 00paTUTCS 3a 6/1ar0CIIOBEHUEM U K UMITEPATOPY, U K
UMIIepaTpuIle HampsiMyio. ETo BelnudecTBy OueHb HpaBUIaCch OYb TepIOra, a IIOTOMY, OH, KOHEYHO,
omoGpun 0wl ceit Opak. Bomee Toro, HECMOTPSI Ha HEHABUCTb K BTOPOM KOPOJIeBE, MMIIePaTop IIo-
cBoeMy 001 IHTOHH. ['opauiics 3epKaHoOM, UTO MPUHEC o6eqy Haf 3BePSIMU, HO He 00eIs ’
MJIA[IIIET0 ChIHA, OMIOJIEBIIET0 BapBapoB.

«BapBaphl He Tak y&K 0COOEHHEI, HO WX ITOJaBJIeHe — B JTF000M ClTydyae BKJIafl B Pa3BUTHE
UMIIEPHH...».

2Kenymok cKaJics co Xryded 00JIbIO.

Korma OHTOHUM pacCKaXKeT UMIIEPATOPY O MPEesIoKeHNH, KOTOPOoe OH el cfeal, TOT 6€3yCII0OBHO
0mo0pUT UX JanbHEHINyIo ceMeliHyio cBsi3b. OHa Oblzla yBEpEHa B 3TOM Ha BCeE CTO.

«KoHeuHo, ecnu g OTKaXyCh, TO BCE U3MEHUTCS. XOTH...»

Iaxe caMble moOpEIe U OPYKeTI00HbIe JTI0IM MOTYT CTaTh 3JIEHIIIMMHU BparaMu, Korjaa KT0-TO
MOCTaBIISIET UX OETSIM IIPOOIEMEI.

Ecnu reprior 9CTOH ¥ MPABUTENTh UMIIEPHUU PACCOPSTCS, TO Aefia OyayT coBCceM IIoxu. PaduH X0poIIo
3HaJla XapakTep ummnepaTopa. CTOMIIO eMy Pa303IUTLCS, KaK THEB B HEM M He 3a[IePKHUBAJICH,
BBITIJIECKUBASICh HapyXKy. OH HECOMHEHHO MPEAIIPUMeT MepHl, JaOkl BMEIAThCS B Iela CeMbU JCTOH.

«4l cxoxXy € yma».

K Tomy ke, momoxenue Padpun cTaHOBUTCS O0oJiee IIAaTKUM, TaK KakK [I04Yb T'epIiora BCE eIlé He
peluia 3a KOro BHIeT 3aMyXk. Bce, BKII04asi UMIIepaTopa, UCTOJIKOBAJIK OBl OTCYTCTBUE BEPOUKTA
TaK, CJIOBHO Obl PaduH Kpaia mpenioKeHuss DHTOHHU,

«EcTb 1 KaKOU-HUOYIb BHIXOM?»
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