— Yro0 970...!
VimmepaTop OBIN 03afiadeH, a PHIlapyd HEPBHO OKPYKHUJIU IIPABSILIUX CYIIPYTOB.

BHe3anmHO KOMHATY 3all0JIHKTIA TyMaHHas [bIMKA, & B BO3[yXe BO3HUKIIa OIPOMHAs Kalisi Bogel. 13
He€ TOSIBUJICS UCTUHHBIN 001K OpdaHo, CI0BHO cTaTys chopMupoBaHHAs U3 BOAHI, IIPSIMO KakK Ha
WJUTIOCTPAIMY B OPEBHEN KHUTE IyXOB.

Iyx 4To-TO MpoOOpMOTall Ha ApeBHEM s3bIKe. OYapoBaHHEIE HEOOBIYHEIM SIBIEHUEM JTIOIY HEe MOTJIH
OTOpBaTh OT Hero ria3. CiycTst HeKoTopoe BpeMsi OpdaHo, BuTaB B ce0st KAl BOOE U TYMAaHHYIO
IBIMKY, UC4Ye3. 3aKpPYTUBIIASCS CTPYHKa BOOH! MCIIapUIach B THUIBHON CTOPOHE JTafloHu PaduH.

Bce IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIXE CMOTPEIIN HA IOHYIO IIPU3BIBATEJIBHULY HIMPOKO PACIIAXHYTHEIMHU I'JIa3dMH.
HeKOTOpre CIIyTu OBLITH HAaCTOJIBKO IIOPazK€eHBhI, 4YTO JazKe IMOMIaTHYIINCE.

IeBouka Koebaaach.

— A nmopmucana KOHTPAKT C OYXOM BO[HI... HpI/IHI.I JHTOHU TAHYJI MEHS 3a BOJIOCHI, TIO3TOMY MOM oyXx
PA303JIUJICA U HaBPEOUJI Ero BEICOYECTBY.

— Xa-xa-xa...! 310 ayx! [IepBelii, TOSBUBIINKCS 3a HECKOJIBKO COTeH JieT, oyx! K ToMmy Xke, aTa
MaJieHbKas IeBoYKa...! — CloBHO OBl M3YMIEHHO BOCKJIUKHYJ IIPaBUTEIh UMIIEPUY, HO OH HE MOT
CKPHITh CBOEU PajoCTH.

Cnyxu TJIaCHUIIM, YTO OYXU He MOSBJISINCH HAa TEPPUTOPUU UMIIEPUHU IIOTOMY, YTO UMIIePaTOp OBII
HEJ0CTaTOYHO Jo6pomeTebHEIM. [lazke 3a BpeMsi IpaBIeHUS MIPeIbIIyIIero MoHapXa B CTpaHe He
BO3BEJIM HU OJTHOTO XpaMa AyXOB, TaK Kak IIOYMBIINI UMIIEpaTOp IPUHEC TOCyIapCTBY OoraTcTBa 3a
CYET 3aBOEBATEJILHBIX II0XOJIOB.

Huemnuia IIPpaBUTEJIb CUUTAJI, YTO OYXH HE IIOABIIAIOTCA HA €TI0 TEPPUTOPHUAX M3-3a TOr0, 4YTO OH
COBEePIINUII HEJOCTAaTOYHO HPAaBCTBEHHEBIX ITOCTYIIKOB. CrnemoBaTenbHO, OH CTpapall OT KOMIIJIIEKCaA
HEIIOJIHOLIEHHOCTH, CaM TOI'O HE OCO3HaBasl.

Ho Tenepb Myk4rHa yBUEN AyXa IPSIMO Iepen coOow.

HWMnepartpulia ToXe BBHITTISIeNa MOKAPOBAaHHOM, OMHAKO €€ JIUII0 CHUSIJIO PagoCThio. TaK Kak ArHec
HacllaXkjasnach IpefcKa3aHusIMy IyX0B, KakK HUKTO IPYTOM, TO OHa OIpefesieHHO o6pafioBanachk
SIBJICHUIO JyXa BOZHL.

VimnepaTop 06paTuics K CHIHY.

— DHTOHH, Telephb TH [OJIXKEH CKa3aTh 00 9ToM caM. OTo Padun octaBuna Tebe 9TH CUHSIKU?

— ... a, BepHo, Bare BenuyecTBo. — [IpoGopMOTas BCE 3TO MOJTYABIINM BTOPOM MTPUHII, KUBHYB.
— Y-yro0...!

Pe6GekKa MOKaYHYJIach OT CTHIIA ¥ HE MOTJIa BLIMOJIBUTD YTO-THOO0 B OTBET.

Padun nogomina K MyxK4uHe, CTOSIIEMY NIPSIMO 3a CIIMHOM BTOPOX KOposeBhl. OH OBLI TyBEPHEPOM
IIPUHIA DHTOHU.



— W3-3a MeHd Y BaC BO3HHKIIA HpO6J'IeMBI, IIPOCTHUTE.

V3BUHUBIIKCD, I0HAST MUCC TTOKJIOHWIIACh, @ YYUTENIh JIUIIH IIOKAYaJsl TOJI0BOM, 3asIBIISIS, YTO C HUM BCE
B ITOPSIIKE.

«OpdaHo, 4To THI fenaemrsb? [loxkanylcTa, BEIJIEUH €ro»
— 37? Ho g He o6magaro CUIof UCIIeJIeHU, HaCTaBHUIIA.
— Vrx. 4 nomory Tebe, moporas.

Py0u e1ié He peanu3oBasics, HO 6iaromaps peanu3danuu OphaHo OH MOT IyOINYHO MOIE30BATHCS
HeOOIBIITNM KOJIMYEeCTBOM COOCTBEHHOM CHIIHI.

Bory-yx...

ManeHbKUY OTOHEK, COILIEAIINN C ThIIbHOW CTOPOHH TafoHu PadrH, 0CBETUIT TOKPACHEBIIYIO,
MOKPHITYIO CHHSIKaMU LIEKY IIpernogaBaTes.

[ToBpexXmeHus1, MOIyYEeHHBIE OT BTOPOM KOPOJIEBEI, OBICTPO Mcue3nu 0e3 ciena.
Cnyru HabmI0many 3a MPOUCXOSIINM C TOPSIIUMU OT JI000IBITCTBA I'Ia3aMH.
HexoTs Padun moTsHynack K QHTOHU U BBEIIEYHIIA €TI0 PYKY.

— [TpuHI] DHTOHH, BaM He CTOUT 0e3TyMHO XBaTaTh JIIOJEN 3a BOJIOCHL.

OpHako 10HOM MpU3bIBaTeIbHUIE OBIIO0 KaJjlb, YTO OHA HaBpeguiaa ManbuuKy. CTEHIOIHO 3a HEYECTHYIO
IpaKy...

Korga PaduH oTnycTiia BTOPOro MpXHIIa, TOT TIOCMOTPEN Ha CBOIO PYKY C COMHEHHEM.

— BTopast KkoponeBa, YCIIOKOMCS ¥ BO3Bpalancs K cebe, ofyMaii Hai CBOUM ToBefieHueM. Kak Th
nocMmesia 06BUHUTE uMIiiepaTpuily! Trl mepelia 4epTy? YTo TH gefnaemib? HemenneHHO
BO3Bpalllaics.

[To mpuKa3y cBOEro roCIoAKHa, IPUCIIyTa UMIIEpaTopa BEIBEIa BTOPYIO KOPOJIEBY ¥ BTOPOTO IIPUHITA
B Kopumop. Bcé 9To BpeMst PeGekka mpeOriBaia B IIIOKe ¥ HE MOTJIa YTO-TH00 BO3PA3UTE.

Korpa onm yminu, umMnepaTop pagocTHO moaxBaTusl Paguu Ha pyku™* .

— JT0 coOBITHE NOCTOWHO IMPa3qHOBAHUS 10 BCel uMmnepuu. I'epuor IcToH 3Han 06 aTom? Ceiyac xe
BHI30BUTE repliora ICToHa!

— Ilo3gpaBnsto, Baiie Benu4ecTBO.
Myx4rHa 00epHYJICS U B3SJ1 KEeHY 3a PYKY.

— Pa3sBe Bcé mpou3zomio He 61arogaps uMmneparpuie? CI0BHO IOJapok ¢ Hebec, 4To ObIT JapoBaH
CEepMIly UMIIePaTPHUITE], T03a00THUBINEHCS 0 TIONIX Ha TPAHHUIE.

— ... Bame BennuecTBo.

Padun o3amaueHno HabI0mana 3a Mapoi MOHAPXOB, MOTJIOMIEHHON HEXKHOU aTMOC(EPOI.



«K CJIOBY, €CJIM MaMa U IIallda Y3HAIOT 00 9TOM».

fIcHO, 4TO e€ ceMbsi BHOBb ITOOHUMET IITyM, BO3MYIIASCh IIOYEMY K€ UMIIEPATOP Y3HAI 0 KOHTPAKTE C
[IyXOM ITEPBbIM.

«Y MeHS IpoBIeMBI».
FOnas mpu3biBaTeNlbHUIIA YCTAI0 MOTEPIIA J100.
p0oo-

Bckope 1mmocie 3Toro B MMIIEPaTOPCKUM [BOpeL MPHUOBIIN TepIoT U replioTuHs JCToH. [lepen
BO3BpallleHHEM T'OCTEM MOMOM, UMIIePaTOpP U3BSIBUII O CBOEM KEeJIaHUU ITOTOBOPUTEL C PaduH HaeguHe.

Tepror, kaxeTcsi, ObIT He 0YEHb 3TOMY pajl, OHAKO €ro [I04Yb C TOPAOCThIO COTIaCUIach.

— Brnarogapro. — MonBun npaBuTens UMIepuy, B3saB PaduH 3a pyKy. A 3aTeM, HEMHOTO
110K0JIe0aBIINCh, TPOJOJIKUI. — f1 IIoAyMas Hapj 3TUM, UMeHHO 6raronaps Tebe s IOMUPUIICS C
HMIIepaTpullen.

— Mowu Mama U 1nama He CCOPSTCH.

HMmepaTop MOKpacHen OT CTHIAA.
— Korpa BHI ccopuTtech, OpaTuky 3epKaHy CTAHOBUTCS I'PYCTHO.
—.... dro?

— 4 y3namna 06 9TOM U3 KHUTHU. [[eTH TPeBOXKAaTCs, KOT7la UX POOUTENIN PyTaloTCs.

— BpaTtuk 3epkaH ele MaabyuK.

— ... 3epkaH 6ymet B mopsinke. EMy HYKHO ObITh CUIIBHEIM, YTOOBI CTaTh UMIIEPATOPOM. — TBEPIO
OTBETUJI MyXKUMHa.

Bot moyemy ummnepaTop OB XOJIOfIeH 0 OTHOIIEHHWIO K CBOEMY CTapIIEMy CHIHY.

B mpo1zoM oH TOXe YyBCTBOBAJI XOJIOT M OTYYXKAEHHOCTh CO CTOPOHEI CBOETO OTIIA, @ IIOTOMY M CMOT
CaMOCTOSITETRHO 3aHSTh IIPECTOII. B Te BpeMeHa OH MOT 60jiee YBePEHHO YKPEIISITh CBOE
CTpeMIIeHHe K BIIACTH.

Tem He meHee, Padun cnpocuna:
— Kak meu?
—A?

MMmepaTop U3yMUJIICS HEOKUIAHHOMY BOIIPOCY, @ BCKOPE TOTJIafAX IOHYI0 MUCC ICTOH II0 T'OJIOBE,
TIOyMaB O TOM, YTO OHA YMHa.

— Ila, Kak Me4. MBI [OJT2KHEI pa3 3a pa30M TePIIEeThb 06}KI/Il"aI-OH.[ee IIJIaMA X YOAPBI KYBAJIOHI, YTOORI



CTaThb CUJIBHEE.
— Ho Opatuk 3epkaH He XKene3Has pyfga. OH peOEHOK, KakK U .
[TopakEHHBIN HEOKHUTAHHEIM OTBETOM COOECETHUK Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aMOT4all.

— JIropu — He Meuu. OHU MOTYT CJIOMAaThCA OT 3TOrO.

— W ecnu BHI CIOMaeTe ux, OHU YMDYT. — Ckasama Pa(I)I/IH, B3TJIAHYB IIPAMO B I''la3d UMIIEPATODY.

«XBaTUT OBITH TPYOBIM C 3epKaHOM, XylIuraH!» — MBICJIEHHO BCKPUKHYJIA OHa, OyOTO 00pyTruBas ero
OIHUM B3TJISIOM.

[TpaBUTETL UMIIEPUH 3ayMaJCs.

Bymyuu ManeHbKUM MPUHIIEM, OH PA3MBIIIISAI Hafl TEM, TIOYEeMY ero OTell TaK CTPOT, B TO BpeMs KakK
ero MaTh MuJIa 1 mobpa.

Kaxppiii pa3 mocyie TOTro, KaK ero OTUMTHIBAI OTell, I0HBIM MIPUHI MPUXOOUII K MaMe U IJlaKail,
roBops: “Mama, Tara o4yeHb IJI0X0K”, a Ta YCIIOKauBaJlla ero, Iemnya CLHYy JoOphie CIoBa.

«Ho 3epkan».

ArHec He CTOJIb TOHKas U YyBCTBUTENIbHAS HATypa, Kak ero MaTh. Y Heé faxe 0ojiee OTPEIIEHHBIN U
XOJIOOHBIM XapakTep, 4eM y e€ Cynpyra.

TonbKO TOTHa UMIEPATOP OCO3HAJ B KAKOW CUTYallMK HAaXOMUIICS TEPBBIN MTPUHIIL.
Ero peGEHOK HU OT KOT'0 He I0JIy4aJl Telljia ¥ JTacCKHu.

Korga PaduH cka3ana o TOM, 4TO 3epKaH MOXKET CJIOMaThCs, UMIIEPATOP IIOYYBCTBOBAJ cebs Tak,
OynATO ero ymapuiu Io rojoBe.

Io POXKOeHus BEJIMKOJIEITHOTO KJIMHKa MHO2KECTBO Meuen TEPIIAT KpaX U uC4Ye3aloT.

Crousio IpaBUTENIO UMIIEPUM TIOAYMATh O TOM, YTO €Tr0 CTApIIEro ChIHA XKAET Ta Xe Ccyab0a, KakK y
HEeTro 3aKpyKUIach IojioBa.

ViMmepaTop cumTaj, YTO OUTS MOIKHO IPOUTH TEPHUCTHIM My Th 0e3 mobaxek u momaabl. M TompKo
ceryac OH OCO3HAJI, YTo omubdascs.

Ky3Hel, Kyl BeTUKOJIENHbIE MeUH, TOBOPUIL: “XOpOoIlIuy Meu — JIALIb [oJifesia. Brnapmeery
KJIMHKA JI0NKeH ObITh CIIOKOEH ¥ YpaBHOBEIIIEH.

Tak u 0Tell HEIHEIITHET 0 HMIIEPATOPa Pyraja CBOEro ChlHA, a MaMa YCIIOKauBaJlla €Iro B IE€TCTBE.

MyxurHa noobelnan cefe CMEeHUTh METOM BOCIUTaHUS. Ecu uMnepaTpuila He MOXKET CHTpaTh Ty
JKe POJIb, YTO M €T0 MaMa B IIPOIIIJIOM, TO OH CHIeJIaeT 3TO CaM.

[Tony4yuB 03apeHre, UMIIEPATOP MOTJIAfKII JOYb repiiora ICTOHA I10 TOJIOBE.

— Twt MHOTO€ 171 MeHS chenana. [loaTomy, s mapyio Tebe Harpagy, Korga Thl BepHEIbes. CKaxu,



Yero TH XOYelllb.
— ... IIpaBpa? 9 MOry mOIy4YUThb YTO YTOTHO?
— Jla, s IPUCIyLIalCh K TBOEMY JKeJaHUIo.

— Torga. — Be3 Konebauuit orBeTusa Papun. — IoxkanyiicTa, CMeHUTE I'yBepHEpPa OpaTuka
3epkaHa. {1 xo4y 4acTo nocemaTs 6UOINOTEKY, HO fefyIIKa 0YeHb CTPAIIHbIH.

— XM-M, ga. OH CcIUIKOM CTpor. Ho TH XXKenaelib TOIbKO 3TOro?

— Ha... Ecniz B OynyIiieM Bl BHOBb 3aXOTHTE YBUIETh MOU KapTHHEI, TO CKaxkuTe 00 3ToM Eé
BEJINUECTBY UMIIEpaTPHIIE.

—A?

— IloTomy, 4TO 51 MPOHOJIKY 00y4aThCS pUCOBaHUIO BMeCTe C E€ BeTuuecTBOM.
OT cTONIb HEBUHHHIX CJIOB Ha Ty6ax uMIiepaTopa MosiBUIACh yIbIOKa.

— ... Xopo1110, g MOHS.

— Torpa noka, Barie BennuecTBo!

— OTnuyHO. YBUOUMCS TI03XKeE.

PaduH mOKIOHKUTIACh ¥ HAMPaBUIach K MBepH. Korma ciyru OTKPHUIM JBEPH, OHA BHE3AITHO YBHUIEa
0XHUIAIOIINX €€ POTUTETIEH.

IIeBouKa yOMBIEHHO IIepeBOAMIA B3I TO Ha MaMy, TO Ha Iay.
«OHM TOACNyILINBAJINA? »
Crosimasi psiioM C HUMHK MMIIepaTpulia yiasl0anach, MPUKPEIBAsS POT JAagOHSIMH.

Habmromas 3a TpuIbHYBUIMMH K [IBEPHU T'€PI[OTOM U TepIioTHHel, ATHeC He 3Haja Kak ellé caep:kaTh
CBOM CMeX.

«MaMa u nara TakKue TIIYIIBEIE.

Oco3HaB BCIo cuTyanuio, Pabun GRICTPO MOKKHYA IBOPEL, fepKa 3a PYKU CBOUX POAUTEIIEeH, YTO
npeObIBaIy B TITyOOKOM CMYIIEHUHN.

[Tpum.m: *TyT He ObUIO YTOYHEHUST KaKMM UMEHHO 00pa30M OH e€ MOAXBATUJI, HO Ha PYCCKOM TaKoe
IIPeNJIoOKEHNe 3BYUYUT He CIIUIIKOM KPaCHOPEYHRBO.
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