PadvH HEBUHHO KUBHYIIA.

— [la, E€ BenmuuecTBO UMIIepaTpulla pacCcKa3kiBaja, YTo Ballle BeTuyecTBO UMIIEPATOP
CaMOCTOSITEILHO PHIOAYMII U IOKMMaJl MHOTO PHIOHL.

— XM-M...
ViMmepaTop CMYyIIEHHO OTKAILIISJICS.

He Tak maBHO 0oub repiiora JCTOHA yCIIbIIIana 3TH pacckalkl, I0Ka pacCMaTpUBaia KapTUHEI
MMIIePaTPUIHL.

B3rnaHyB B nevanbHEBIE IJ1a3a IpaBUTens uMmnepud, PabuH nepenuctyHyna CTpaHUuLy.
— Yro 3T0 3a pucyHOK? — Hemems momo60nEITCTBOBAT MyKUKHA.

Ha pucynke Oby n300pazkeHbl yMUPAIOIIe JIIOON ¥ KpacuBasi XKEeHIIMHA, T0X0XkKas Ha CBATYIO, YTO
cracna ux. KoHeyHo, KapTuHKa Obllla HEMHOTO KOPSIBOM, TaK KaK €€ prucoBaja JeBOYKa.

— OT0 cekpeT. ['0BOPSAT, UMIlepaTpulla JOCTaBUJIa 3€PHO JIIOASIM, YMUPAIOMIMM Ha TpaHule. —
[NosicHMIIa 10HAST MUCC DCTOH, UMUTHUPYSI HEBUHHYIO MAJIBIIIKY.

— Yro?

— 4 ycnrimrana 06 aToM oT AgpuaHa u Baioner Buepa.

— XM-M...

Yronku ry6 uMieparopa OpunomHsanrich. OH Toxke Cibian 06 3ToM BO BpeMs BYepallHero OTUETa.

Kaxertcs, uMIiepaTpulia B3sijia Ha cebs 3a00Ty 0 CUTyalluu, y3HaB, UYTO C MOANEPKKOM BO3HUKIIA
npo6ieMa. [J0KOIaBIIKNCh OO MPaBMk], IIPABUTEIh UMIIEPUHY ITPHKa3al HeMeIJIeHHO apeCcTBOBaTh
BUHOBHBIX.

OpHako... YcnsiaB HOJIO6HBI€ CJIOBa OT MaJIEHbKOM IEBOYKHU, OH TI0OYYBCTBOBAJI HEKOTOPYIO IT€4allb 1
THEB.

«Torga moyemMy UMIepaTpHIla HUYEro He CKa3ajaa MHe 00 3TOM paHee? DTUM OHA BhI3Baja
He[IOIOHUMaHe ¥ HaBJieK/a Ha ce0s HapooHoe HeromoBaHue. [IpOKIATRe. .. ».

Babecumncs. ArHec HUKOTga €My TOJIKOM HH4YEero He PaCCKa3hbIBalla. HOBOp‘-IaB cebe 4TO-TO O[T HOC,
HMIIEPATOP TKHYII IIaJIblleM B PHCYHOK.

— INony4aeTcs, 9TO UMIIepaTpHUIa?

— BepHo.

— Ho nmoyemy oHa moBepHyIacCh CIUHOX K STUM JIIOOSM.

KeHmuHa Ha KapTUHKE XOJIOOHO IEMOHCTPHPOBAJa CBOIO CIIUHY O/1arofapsiiuM e€ JIIOAsSM.
— Bcé noTomy, uto E€ BemMueCcTBO UMIIepaTpUlla CMyIIIaeTCs.

— Yto?



— Korpga g gemato 4TO-TO Xopoi1iee, TO Cpa3y PaCCKa3bkIBalo 00 9TOM MaMe U Iame, HO eCThb JIIOOH,
KOTOpPEIE HE MOT'YT 3TOI'O COEJIaTh N3-3da CTECHEHHA. Mou CTapH.II/Iﬁ 6paT AI[pI/IaH TOXKe€ B UX YHUCIIE.

— E€ BenMuecTBO TOXKe HaBepHSKA CTECHSIETCS IOXBabl. Tak Kak 3HaeT, YTo chefiajia BCe
IIPaBUJILHO!

JIuto uMmepaTopa MpoCBETIENO.
«Jla, 9TO B €€ XapaKTepe».

HMmnepaTpuiia OblyIa OTHON IPOTUBOIIOIOKHOCTLI0 UMIIEPATOPa, JTI00SIIEro coOI0aaTh IPUIHYNS U
yOIMYHOCTL CBOUX JIEMCTBUM.

Bynmyuwu 10HIIOM OH 3aBHIOBAJ XapakKTepy ATHEC, HO ceidac ObIJI TOTOB YMEPETh OT Pa304apOBaHUS B
HEM.

Padun c n060mEICTBOM B3TJISIHYJIA Ha CBOET0 3ailyM4uBOro cobeceqHuKa. B poMaHe uMIepaTop
HABECTHJI UMIIePATPHUILy, ITOCIIe TOT0, KaK y3HaI KCTOPHIO, YTO CKPHIBANIACh 38 MHIUOEHTOM.

«K CJIOBY B TOT MOMEHT y HUX CIIYYHUJIAChk O4YepegHasa CCoOpPa».

VimmepaTop TBepaui: “IloueMy THl He CKa3aia MHe 00 3ToM 3apaHee? [ToueMy THI Bceraa
OTHOCHIIILCA KO MHE KakK K He3HakKoMIly?”. OfHaKo UMIlepaTpulia JIMIIb MOT4aia CMOTpesa Ha Hero.

«Onu 06a 04eHb YIPSMEL...».

[Toce TO¥ CCOPHI CYyIIPYTH OKOHYATENIbHO 3aKPHITA CBOM Cep/lla Ha 3aMKH. B KOHEYHOM HTOTe, U3-3a
OCTYTCTBHS OUAJIOTOB KOJTUYECTBO HEMOMOHUMAHUH JIUIIL POCIIO.

«Ero yu1o BRITISIOUT 4yTh 00Jiee pacciiabieHbIM».
B3arnsHyB Ha MyxKuuHYy, PabuH TallkoM IepeuCTHYJa CTPAHUIy anb0oMa.
O4YHYBIIKUCH OT CBOMX MEICJIEHM, UMIIEPATOP ITOCMOTPeN Ha PaduH.

Ha pucyHke OblT 1300pazkKEH B30EIIEHHEIN U 37I0H CTapHK, a PSAOM C HUM HaXOMWIICS CKOPUMBIIUHCS
pPebGEHOK.

— YT0 9T0 3a KapTuHA? — BHOBH C MI000MBEITCTBOM CIIPOCHUJI ITPABUTEb UMIIEPUH.
Kazarnocs, oH OBITT 04EHB COCPENOTOYEH Ha MOSCHEHUSIX I0HOW MUCC DCTOH.
IIeBoUKa TYT 3Ke IIPOSIBUTIa 9HTY3Ha3M, u3o0paxkas CIeHKY.

— 91! Kak xe cunbHO OyneT pa3odapoBaH Ero BequyecTBo uMIeparTop!

OT BHE3aMIHOTO KpUKa B3IJIA[ UMIlepaTopa U3MEeHUJICS.

Padun TKHYIa ManblieM B BO3AYX U BHOBb BKPUKHYJIA, CJIOBHO H300paxasi KOTr0-To:

— [Ipuny, Bel gypak? Bel rioyneiid! XKankuit! Bel npourpaete CBoY CTaTyC HaCJIeOHOTO IPUHIA
BTOpOMY npuHIly! BoT noyemy Ero BevuecTBO HEHaBUOUT Bac!



EcTecTBeHHO, OHa ClleTKa MIpeyBeInYnIa.
— YTO0 TH fenaenn?

Croumno uMIiepaTopy IpPOIBUTL HefoyMeHUe, Kak PaduH B3noxHya, BEITUPas [I0T. 3aTeM 3aroBopuia
C IIMPOKOM yIIHIOKO.

— 4 usobpasuna rypepHaHTa OpaTuka 3epKaHa.
— Yro?

— ¢ Bupena ero B npomuislii pa3. Ero ronoc 6bl1 TaKUM TPOMKHUM, 4YTO g IToAyMara, 6yaTo y MeHs
YIIIX B30PBYTCS.

— ... OH roBopun Tak?
— la.

He uMeeT 3HaueHMsI HACKOJIBKO OH CTPOT C IETbMHU, HU OJUH POOUTENH He OyIeT CUIeTh CI0XKa PYKH,
TI0Ka YYUTeJb er0 peOEHKa FOBOPUT eMy IoHo0HOe.

«Bce popuTenu oguHaKOBHE. [JaXke eCny OHU PYTraloT CBOMX AETEeH, TO He BEIAEPKUBAIOT, KOTAa KTO-
TO OPYro# JejaeT TO Ke caMoe...».

Ipyrumu cjoBaMu 3Ta JIOTHKA 3Bydasa Tak: “He CBI3bIBallTECh C MOMMU J€ThbMHU” .
Padun nepeBepHysa cTpaHully anb0oMa Ipexpe, YeM JIMI0 UMIIepaTopa IIOMPaYHesio OT THeBa.
— .... 9TO 0OBIYHAA KapTUHKA.

Ha ctpanutie 6511 n300pak€H pPa3HOIBETHHIN OYKET 1[BETOB. PUCYHOK DOCTATOYHO OOJBIINM, YTOOLI
3aHSTh BCE IPOCTPAHCTBO JIKCTA.

FOnas Mucc OCTOH BEIpBajla CTPAHUIy U IPOTIHYJa €€ CBOEMY COOeCeqHUKY.

— 9T0 OyKeT.

— ¢ HapucoBana moOuMble 1BeTH E€ BenudecTBa uMnepaTtpuilsl. [lymaio, E€ BenuuecTBo Oblia OB
paja, ecnu ObI BB IOJAPUIINA UX €.

— Trl mpocuIk MeHs IOJAPUTh el OyKeT?

— IIa, s1 HeMHOTO cTecHsI0ch! [ToaTomy mpotry 06 aToM Barre BenuuectBo. — C coBceM OeCCTHIIHBIM
BUIIOM IIporoBopuia PapuH.

[TpaBUTEIH UMIIEPUU CJIOBHO OBI OIIEIOMIIEHHO paccMmesincs. OgHAKO OH aKKypaTHO OepKaJl JIMCTOK,
maxke He OTOPOCHII ero, KaxkKeTCsI, YTO OH NeHCTBUTEILHO COOMpaCs COeaTh ONOIXKEeHNe JoYepr
repuora 9CTOHa.

— ... a. 3T0...

— HyxHo crmenaTh 3TO CETOOHA.



— ... IloHaTHO.
— 0, u...
— Ia?

— 4 moTepsinachk, KOrga 1ia Ciofa, HoO MyK4HMHa 1o uMeHu [leTep 'pUHT MPOBOAUI MeHS K KaOUHETY
Bariero BenuuecTsa.

— IlpaBpa®?

— Jla, oH 0YeHb MOOPHIN YEeIOBEK.

BrIpaxeHue Nvlla ©UMIlepaTopa Tak ¥ Bompouasno: “M 4To?”, HO OH He cKa3aj 00 9TOM BCIIyX.
[TogenuBuIKCh C HUM OOJNIBIINM KOJIMYeCTBOM nMHpopMalmu, Papun ucuesna.
CnycTs BpeMs, B KaOWHET BOIIIM IPUSITHO OTOOXHYBIINE YUHOBHUKHY.

[TpaBUTENH UMIIEPUH, BCE 1€ PA3MBIIIISIONINH, CIIPsATal PUCYHOK OyKeTa o[l JOKyMeHTaMu. 3aTeM
3afaj BOIIPOC CaMOMY BLICOKOIIOCTABIIEHHOMY MTOAYUHEHHOMY.

— Tri ToBOpHJI, YTO y TEOS €CTh NOYb, Aa?

— Yto0? O,na. BepHo, Baie Ben4yecTBO, y MEHS €CTh TPU JOYEPH.

— XM-M... Bamu gouepu Takue xe?

— Yero? — [lepecnpocui TOT C 03afjla4€HHBIM JIUIOM.

ViMnepaTop HEIOBKO MOTED OAOOPOMAOK.

— Her, 1 uMeio B BUAy, Balll OYEPU YaCTO pa3roBapuBaloT C BaMU Tak HexXHO? He 60sch Bac.

— HexHo pa3roBapuBaiT? Bce Tpu Mou mouepu elé 60ee IpsMONIuHERHE, yeM Ero BEICOYECTBO
3epkKaH.

— ... d nousan.

Cymnpyr uMInepaTpulbl pa30iapoBaHHO OTBEPHYJICS. [IogHSICS C MeCcTa U B3sJI PUCYHOK, YTO GBI
CIPSITaH IOM CTOIKOM TOKYMEHTOB.

— Ox, Kyfa B, Barre BenuuectBo? — O0eCIIOKOEHHO CIIPOCUIIN YNHOBHUKH.
«Kyrma Bl HallpaBlIsIeTECh C 3TOU CTOIKOM JOKYMEHTOB?» — B3risggamMu MNOUHTEPECOBaIUCh OHMU.

— 4 mo3abouychk 0 TOM, O UYEM Bl MEHS IIPOCUIIH, TaK YTO IIPOJOJIKAWTEe 3aHUMATLCS CBOMMU
memaMu. — YBEPeHO OTBETHUII TOT.

— Ia, Bamie Benu4yecTBo.

«g0o0-



PaduH mima psigoM co Cayrod uMIepaTopa, KOTOPHIHM TKOOB HOJKeH ObLI M03a60TUTLCS O HeH, u
OTIIyCTHJIa PYKYy 9TOTO YeJI0BeKa, Kak TOJIbKO OKa3ajlach BOIM3U cafia ABOpLia UMIIePaTPHULILL.

— OTcrofa s MOTy IIOUTH caMa.

— Yro? Ho...

— JIBOopel IIpsAMO HANIPOTUB, BCE XOPOIIIO.
— Xoporo.

B oTBeT Ha xpabpoe 3aMedaHue I0HOM MUCC IIPUCTYTa KUBHY U YIIET, BO3MOXKHO ITOTOMY, YTO OBII
O4YeHb 3aHSIT.

Padun Ha MTHOBeHUe IpHucesia Ha OnuKaKIyio ckaMeiKy. Eif Hy>KHO ObIJI0 TPUBECTH B TIOPSAOK
CBOM MBICITTA U OOCYIUTh UX C TyXaMH.

«Cyps 1o MOBEEeHUI0 UMIIepaTopa, KaXeTcs, OH... He HEHaBUAUT UMIlepaTpuly, ga? Yto gymaere?»
— 4 ToxXe Tak cyuTarw, foporas.

— To xe camoe u ¢ I/IMHepanI/ILIeI;I. 9to CEeKpPeT HO... OHa UCIIOJIb30BaJla IIpeACKa3aHne OyXa, YTOOHI
BRISICHUTH BKYCEI UMIIE€PATOPA.

«IIpaBma?»

— ITa. Korma 51 cKa3ai e, 4To eMy HpaBUTCS roy6oii, E€ BenuuecTBO HEKOTOPOe BpeMs HafieBalla
TOJIBKO TOJIyOble HapsIIbL.

Opdano nocmesncs.

«JMU, XyJIUTaH...».

Padun rny6oko B3goxHyna.

3HAYUT CyNpyru M00AT APYT ApPyra, HO OYeMy UMIIEpaTOp U3MEHUI UMIepaTpuiie?
«MoxeT OBITh BTOPAst KOPOJIEBa BOCIIOIL30BAJIaCh KAKOK-TO 3aIPEIIEHHON TeXHUKOH ?»

B nepByto ouepens BUKOHT Tensiep Xyamuii yenoBeK. Tak 4yTo ObI0 Obl He YIUBUTENIBHO, €C/IH OHa
OEeUCTBUTEILHO BOCIOIb30BaIach YEPHOU Maruen.

— Om!
B ToT MOMeHT... PaduH 06epHYyIach.
— 910 ThI! BepHO?

BynTo OBl OBOIBHBIN YeNI0OBEK, TPUOIUKAIOUINICS K Hel u3fasneka, OblI TeM, KOTO I0Hasi MUCC OCTOH
HHUKOT[A He X0Tella BUMETh.

«JTO DHTOHUY.

HaXMypI/IBIl[I/ICb, IOHAs IPU3BIBATEJIbHUIIA CIIYCTHIIACh CO CKaMeUKH.



OTOHU ITOYEMY-TO TOKe OBITT OiuH, 6€3 CITYT ¥ TOPHUYHBIX.

— [Touemy THI 30echk ogHa? Urpaemib B IpATKU?

PaduH B3rnsiHyIa Ha BTOPOro IMPHHIIA C )KaJKUM BeIpaxkeHueM nuila. JIlyka u Poic ero xe Bo3pacTta
Oonbllle He UTPAJIU B IPSITKH.

«Ho OH BCE elle urpaer... Kak IMo-IeTCKU».

LIx. Ob1IeHne ¢ HETbMHU CO CIUIIKOM HU3KHUM MEHTaIbHEIM BO3PAaCTOM HEWCTBUTEILHO YTOMIISET.
Korpa mous repiiora 9CToHa MOMNBITAIaCh OTBEPHYTHCS, DHTOHU I'POMKO 3aKpuyall.

— Ou! Twl urHopupyeinb MeHs1? He 3Haellb KTO 5?

Korga geBouka He IOBEpPHYJIach K HEMY, BTOPOY IIPUHI] BHE3AITHO CXBATHUJI €€ 3@ BOJIOCHL.
— Arx!

Ynususmucsk, Padun o6epHynacs.

«THl... THI IEPraelrb MeHs 3a BOIOCHI?»

— Temneps 3Haelb KTO s1? Thl Be#Emh ce0sT 4ep3K0 MOTOMY, YTO ST Ha3Basl TeOs MUTIOMH.

— Otnyctu MeHs!

— TonbKO ecnu TH ceryac XkKe OMYyCTHUILIbCSA Ha KONNeHHU... Arx!

FOHast Mucc JCTOH YUIMIIHYIA, BCE €IIé HEe OTIIYCKAIIIETO €€ BOJIOCEH DHTOHH, 3a PYKY.
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