Boma OYXOB B MHCK€ CMeIlIaJiaCh C 3€JIEHBIM CBETOM, MCXOISIIUM U3 JIafOHX Mara, ¥ Hadalla
3aKPYy4YHrBaAThCA. 3aKprB I'’la3a, Mar MeJJIe€HHO HpOI/IBHéC 3aKJIMHAHUEe.

Y umnepatpuirel, Codun ¥ TOPHUYHOM, YTO HaOIOIany 3a ero JeiCTBUIMHU, ObITM COCPENOTOYEHHEIE
BhIpaXKeHUs Null. PaduH B3TNsHYNIA Ha XKeHy uMnepaTtopa. OHa BHITIsAAEea 0COOEHHO
B3BOJIHOBaHHOM.

«Ona HaBEPHAKA CUJIBHO HEPBHHUYAET».

Ecnu cmoTpeTh Ha AHHY JTUIIb KaK Ha HEBECTY €€ Miafiiero 6paTa, TO TYT X AyMaTh He 0 YEM.
OpHako, UMIlepaTpulla — IraBa ceMbu JlopenuaH.

C Tex mmop KakK OHa CTalla BpaXkOoBaTh CO BTOPOM KOPOJIEBOM, MMIIEPATPUIIE TPUXOAUTCS OBITH
BHUMATEJIbHOU K JIIOOSM, KOTOPBIE XOTSAT IPUCOEAUHUTHCS K €€ CEMbE, Pafii BEIXKMBAHUS CEMbU
Jlopenuas.

— MHe KaxeTcs, yyllle He TAHYThb C 3TUM, AOporas...
«... fl TOXe Taxk gymar».

Haxwmypusiuce, Padun xKpaasna, moka Mar 3aKOHYXT 3ak/InHaHue. M Toraa...

Benwimka! 1BeT ra3 Mara, pacliaxHyBIIETO OYH, TYT XK€ CMEHHUJICS Ha CuHUM. Torga, CJI0BHO psiOb 1Mo
BOJIe, B €T0 pafiy’kKaxX OTPa3uIuCh BOJIHHI.

CTpaHHas ClleHa.
— 3Jr10...!
HWMnepaTpulia ¥ repLoruHsa U3yMUIIUCh, CTPAKHUKHU, CTOSIINE Ha IIOCTY, TOXE YAUBUIUCH.

['y6rl Mara pa3oMKHYIUCH. Pa3mancst oueHb HU3KUM TEKYYHU TOJIOC, YTO CJIOBHO TOBOPHIT HA SI3BIKE
3MeHu.

— JTa XeHIMHA CTaHET BAIllUM HCTOYHHUKOM pa3pymeHI/II?1. Ona 0e32KaJIOCTHa ¥ He CTEeCHSIETCS
JIraTh, IIO3TOMY, BEI HE MOZKETE IT03BOJIUTH eu IIPUMKHYTB K CBOEM CEMBE.

OT ero CnoB B3TJISAA UMIIePAaTPUIIBL TYT 2Ke u3MeHuscss OHa CephE3HO MTEePECIPOCHIA:
— YT0 9TO 3HAUUT?
Mar ¢ cuauMY paAyKKaMH, B KOTOPHIX CJIOBHO OTpaXKajach BOAHAS IJIafib, IPOLOJIKUII TOBOPUTE.

— 4 — OpdaHo, BeNUKUY OyX BOAHI, ¥ B YPEBE 3TOM KEHIIUHBI HAXOAUTCS PeOEHOK, B YbUX JKUJIaX
HeT KpoBU ceMbH JlopenuaH...

— Yro...!

B TOT MOMEHT rna3a Mara 3aKPEINTNUCH, B BO3OYX B3MEIJIa HeOobIIas BOIOsAHAas BOPOHKaA.



— O 6oxe!
— Ax!

BI/IXpb CTAHOBUJICS BCE 0OIbIIIE U 60)'[]::1].[8, OOCTUTHYB IIOTOJIKA, OH 3aCBETHUIICA CTPDAHHBIM IIBETOM U
OMOYHII TOJIOBY Mara, TOT yIIaJI, TOYHO IIOTEPSAB CO3HAHHUE.

— Xax!

MyxX4rHa, Ha HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi IIOTePSIBUINY CO3HAHUE, OYHYIICS, U3[]aB CTPAHHbIM 3BYK. MOPTHYB,
OH OTJIAMENICS.

LIBeT ero ria3 BepHYJICS K CBOeMY OOBIYHOMY COCTOSTHHIO.
— Bare BenuuecTBo, s TOJIBKO...!

Mar oKMHYJT ©UMIIePaTPHUIy, COXPAHSIOUIYI0 MHOTO3HAYUTEIbLHOE BHIPAXKeHUe JIHUIA, CEPhE3HBIM
B3TJISIIOM.

Co¢us obuumana Padun. Mcnyrasumich, 0Ha HaMepeBasach 3alIUTUTh CBOIO 10Yb.
Ho Pagus..

«YT0 3TO OBLTO...?»

IeBouKa OblsIa IITOKHPOBAHA.
Yro npousoio? OH Obu1 ogepkuM? Ubk 3T0 OblIM aMouu? [yxa?

— B aToM mMupe cymiecTByeT Takas uctopusi. OHa TJIaCUT, YTO JyX MOXKET BCEJIUTHCS B Mara C
YHUCTEWIIMMY HaBbIKaMU, faXe eCJId TOT He 3aKJo4all KOHTPakKT. BOoT moyemMy gyxXxu MOTYT Tak
BIIUATH Ha JIIomert!

«3JTO mpaBaa...?»

— Ila, noporas.

BynTo B mopTBepxkOeHue cinoB OpdhaHo, Mara mepernoHsaio MHOKECTBO PA3HBIX IMOIIUH.
— Bame Benuuectso!...d! A!

Ero nuno 6ykBanbHO TOBOPUIIO :”"Brl 3TO Bumenu? Bunenu? Bumenu xe?”

9To pefKoe sIBIIeHUE, CITydaloleecs: TOIbKO C MaraMu, 001agaoliMy CaMbIMU YHCTHIMU CHJIaMH,
TaK 4YTO MyzK4MHA 6e3yCII0BHO OBLIT JOBOJIEH.

— Kak nymaerte, raganue Ipoujio yCIeIIHo?
«3JTO...».

Ha. [To Tex mop, MOKa UMIlepaTpUila BEPUT B OYXOB, HET HUUEro ybemuTebHEE TalaHUS.



— Jlonroe cnyxeHue OyXy BOOB TOro cTouno. Ito Ovita Opdana, Benukuil oyx Bomwl! Bcé Gmaromaps
BaM, Bamre BenuuecTBoO!

— [Ia, s TopXKyCh TOOO. ..
WmnepaTpuila pa3fenuiia pafoCcTh CBOET0 TUYHOTO Mara.

Opdano, BenuKuX OyX BOABI, CUUTAJICS JIUIIB JIETEHOOU. B opuruHanbHOM poMaHe 3epKaH,
3anony4yuB OpdaHo, TpruoOpes OOIBIIYIO CIaBy.

Mar npoposKani u3faBaTh CTpaHHbIE 3BYKH, CJIOBHO OIIbSIHEB OT PafioCTU. TeM BpeMeHeM
UMIIepaTPHUIlAa UCIIBITEIBAA He TOJIBKO PAOCTh, Ha €€ JIUIIE TAaKXKe 0TPaXKaIuCh HeJOBOJILCTBO 1
TPeBora.

Bo3Mo0XHO, BceMy BUHOM pe3y/bTaT 00psifa npefcKa3aHus.

— Tr1 ucnionb30Baj 60IbIIOE KOTMYECTBO Maruy, 03TOMY, MU OTOBIXaTh.

— Ila, Baiie Benu4ecTBO. MBI CaMOCTOSITEILHO OTIIPABUM TaJIMCMaH JIMYHO TE€PIIOTHHE.
— brnaropapio.

— Teneps, g BaC MOKUJAL.

Myx4rHa BeXKJINBO ITOKJIOHUIICS ABOPSHAM, a II0CJie TIOKKUHYJI KOMHATY.

— Temnepsb B 3aK/II0YXATE CO MHOM KOHTPAKT, fAa? BepHo?

«JI7st Havasna, 000XKIOU B TUIIMHEY.

— 4 Bac ycnelana.

Padun npogoskana CMOTPeTh Ha UMIIePaTPHUILY, UTO IIOTPY3UIachk B IIyOOKHUE OYMEI, TIJIOTHO CXKaB
ryOul. B oguH MOMEHT, MaTh UMIIepuu 00epHYyJIach K JoUyepH repiora ICTOHa U 3ar0BOpua C Hell.

— Jloporas, Tel IOMHUIIb CTapIIy0 CECTPUYKY AHHY, KOTOPYIO Thl BUejla BYepa?
— Ia!

— OHa merCTBUTEILHO TONKHYA Tebs B yOOpHOM?

O6usB mouyb, Codust mpoIenTaita e Ha YIIIKO, YTO Ta MOXKET IOBOPHUTS.

«Jlymato, Temepsb TH HAKOHEIl MOXKEIITh TOBEPUTHL B MOU CJI0BA. [[0KHO OBITH, OHa 6€3YKOPU3HEHHO
IIOBePSIeT AYXY BOMBL...».

IleBOYKa MEBICIIEHHO YHBIGHYJ'I&CB, IIPUHSAB oIeYaJeHHBIN BH] BHEIITHE.

— Bepro. OHa cxBaTuia MeHs 3a [JIe40, a 0CJie TOJIKHyJa MeHs!

— Balile BennuecTso.

Ha n0y B3rnsinyBIney Ha umnepaTpully Coduu mposeria MopIiuHKa. 2KeHa uMIiepaTopa UCIyCTUIa



roy0okuit B3gox. OHa 1mo3Baja CIyTry U OThaa IIpuKas.

— [TpuBengu mMucc AHHY, 4TO cerdac HaxoguTcsa B CandupoBoM OBOPIE, HEMEAJIEHHO.

— Xopor1io, Baiie Benu4ecTBo.

A mpyroi ciyre uMIepaTpulia Hopydusa UHOe 3afaHue.

— OTmnpaBngiics B Ta3apeT U HEMEJIEHHO ITI030BK MOET0 Bpada.

— Kak npukaxeTe, UMIepaTpHUIia.

PaduH MBICTIEHHO BO3pajioBanach.

«MHe KaxKeTcs, OHa 30BET JOKTOPA [AJIS TOTO, YTOOH yOequThCS B 0epeMeHHOCTH AHHEL! »
— YuwuTens, g XOpOIIO IOCTapanack, fa? Pa3Be s IJI0X0 CIpaBUIIaCh CO CBOeH 3afadyeit?
«Xmp!»

Tem BpeMeHeM MMIIepaTpulla IPUOIU3UIIAch K JOUYEePH Tepliora OCTOHA U IOoTjIaguia e€ MajleHbKoe
T1e40.

— JomnxHo 0BT, TeOe OBIIO 0UeHb 00JIbHO. Y1 He COMHEBaIach B TBOUX CJIOBAX, HO... MEHCTBUTEILHO
HEe MOTJIa TOBEPUTH, UTO OHA MOTJIA MTOCTYIHUTh TaK C MaJI€HbKOH IeBOYKOHM.

— 4 B mopsaxke.

IleBouka MOHMMaJIa YTO Ha OyIle y MaTepu UMIIEPUU.

«IToTOMYy, 4TO Ha TIEPBOM B3I AHHA ¥ BIPABOY BHITJISOUT IPUBETIIMBO U HOOPOCEPIEYHO».
Kaxk cmor Ol TakOM 4esioBeK 6eccepeyHo TONKHYTh MallbIKy? B 9TO CI0XKHO ITOBEPUTS.
«Korpa nmpaBga NposiCHUTCS, 5 JoJIKHa Oyoy HeMe[JIeHHO 0TOCTIaTh e€».

PaguH xnonHysna B 1af0IIu, CJI0BHO YTO-TO BCIIOMHUB.

— Al

Codust u umnepaTpulia 00OpaTUIX B30PH Ha IeBOYKY, UTO BHOBhL 3aTOBOPHUJIA HEBUHHBIM T'OJIOCKOM.
— Buepa B yOOpHOI OHa BHITJIALIENIa 0YEHb I'PYCTHO.

— AnHa ObIIa omevaneHa?

— Omna nnakana, mpuroBapuBas: “4 cky4ato o tebe, ['epcTtuan”.

Wmmnepatpura Haxmypuiack. Codusi omycTuia ToyoBy, U B3sB 0O4Yb Ha PYKH, IT0cafiuia e€ K cebe Ha
KOJIEHHU.

«Mmneparpuiia TOUMET 0 KaKol ¢haMUInM UAET Pedb. ITO ONHA U3 CeMEH, UTO IMOAAEePKUBaAET
Ou3HEC BTOPOU KOPOJIEBEI».

XKena HMIIEPATOPa pa3rHeBallaCh, CZKaB KYyJIaKH, OHa 3aJpOozKalld.



CrycTs HEKOTOPO€e BpeMs.

TyK-TyK-TyK.

— Batmre BeuuecTBo, S IpUBejia MUCC AHHY.
[Ipucnyra npusena Ty XKeHIIUHY, UCIIOJTHUB IIPUKa3.
— Brl 3Banu MeHs, Baie BennyecTBo?

Huuero He momo3peBaroias AHHA yIBIOHYIAChk, IPOSBIIsasS yBaxkeHue. OHa, KaXKeTcs, 3aHepBHUYAIIA,
00HapyXKWB B KOMHATE TePLOTHHIO ICTOH U €€ I04b, HO BCKOPE C pacciabaeHHBIM JIUIOM Cejla
HAIIPOTHB.

[Tpuces, XKeHIMHA KPETKO CXKaJjla IO0JT CBOETo IIaThsl, CMOTPSI Ha HEBUHHO MOpraloIyoo PaduH.
OHa, KaxeTcs, 60s1ach, YTO IeBOYKa BHOBL B30OOITHET JIMIIHETO.

fpKO cusIoUIMY B3I UMIIePaTPUIILI OBITT HAIIPaBJIeH MPSIMO Ha HeBeCTy Myafiiero 6parta. OGbYHO
oHa Obl He oOpaTuia Ha 9TO BHUMaHUS, HO celiyac XKeHa UMIIepaTopa, CyOs 110 BCeMy, 3aMeTHUTIa, YTO
AHHa HepBHHUYAET.

— Padun ckasasna, 94T0 X04eT BHOBb YBULETHCS ¢ MUCC AHHOU. KaxeTcs, OHa coxkajeeT 0O
BUepalllHeM Heflopa3yMeHUH, He Tak Iu?

VimmepaTpuiia ¢ m000IbLITCTBOM B3TJISHYNMa Ha PaduH. OHa Hapesnack, 4To PaduH yMHas neBo4kKa U
oUMET e€. [Joub repijora 6€3M0OIBHO KHBHYIA.

Codust, moyyBCTBOBAB YTO-TO HemoOpoe B momo0HOM 06CTaHOBKE, Kpemye npuxkajna PaduH K cebe.
AHHa BeceJo yNbIOHYTack.

— 4 noHsna... [leTu B 3TOM BO3pacTe MOTYT OUIMOOYHO II0JIaraTh, YTO KTO-TO U3[I€BAETCS Hal HUMU.
Co MHOU BC€ B nopsaake, mucc Padun. bnarogapio 3a u3BUHEHUS.

E€ rosoc 61T HACTOJNIBKO CIIAMIOK, YTO Haxke Paduu BaoOuiack B HETO Ha MTHOBEHUE.
«CoBceM COBECTH ITOTEpPSa...?»

IIeBouKa OTBepHYyIach. AHHA BHOBL yIbIOHYIack. OQHAKO JIKlla TEPIOTUHN U UMIIePaTPULIbI
noMmpayHenu. OHU OBUIM YOUBIEHH BOOYHIO Y3PEB BEICOKOMEPHE 3TOU KEHIIUHEL.

B 3ane cHOBa pa3pasncs CTYK B OBEPb.
— Batrre BeIuuecTBO, MBI IIPUBEJIU BUKOHTECCY MepHUoH.

IIBephb OTKPHIJIACH U Ha ITOPOre MoKa3asach XKeHIIMHa CPeOHUX JIeT B TOJICTHIX 04KaxX. OHa Onlna
ofleTa B POCKOIIHYIO YHH(OPMY, KOTOPYIO MOTJIM HOCHTh TOJIBKO UMIIEPAaTOPCKUE TOKTOpa, eé
BHEIIHOCTh OKa3ajaCh 0YEHb MPUSATHOM.

BukonTecca MepnoH MejIeHHO TPUOIN3UIIach K KUMIIepaTpulle U MOKJIOHUIIaCh UMIIEPATPHUIIL], YTO



IPUIIOMHSATIA YTONKYU Ty0, TTIsAs Ha AHHY.

— BukonTecca MepruoH — Mol TMYHBIM TOKTOp. 4 103Basia e€, MoAyMaB, YTO BH YCTaJIX 1IOCTIE
monrou goporu. BaM He moMernana Obl BpauyeOHas IIOMOIIE.

— ... 49t0?
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