Py6u B3rnsauyn Ha PaduH, konebnsace, 0yaTo Obl OH XOTENI MHOTO€ el CKa3aTh, HO U3MEHUJI XOT CBOUX
MBICJIeH, 3a7aB BOIIPOC.

— INony4aeTcs, 4TO ThI, JOPOTYIla, COOMpPAeIIbCsl BEPHYThCS B UMIIEPAaTOPCKUI IBOPEI?

«41 momKHa BEPHYTHCS JOMOM ¥ YMOJIATHL MaMy IIpHexaTh BO JBOPEI] KaK MOXKHO paHbile. MuI
MOJIKHEI ITPUOLITH CIOJIa 3aBTPA XKe».

K cuacThio, MMITepaTpHIla CKa3aja e BO3BPaIlaThCs KaK MOXKHO CKOpee, TaK YTO 3TOT0 IIpefiora
OymeT BIIOJIHE JOCTATOYHO.

«KcTaTH, Kak MHe IIPOJIUTEL CBeT Ha 6epeMeHHOCTh AHHEI?»

— 3nato. HaBepHsKka ecTh KakKoi HHOyOb crocoo...?

[Toka PaduHn menunach nepexuBaHusMu ¢ PyOu, B €€ To10Be pa3fasics MpauyHbIi TEKY4HH T0J0C.
— Xy-x0... Mory i1 s moM0o4b BaM, MacTep? 4 3Hai0 OOUH 0YeHb-0YeHb XOPOUINH C10COo0.

«KTo gan Tebe cnoBo?»

— Yuurens, 4...

«He cTpoii u3 cebs 3aiiKy. 9T0 Mep3Ko!»

— YVa-a...

Padun 6rla B ApocTH, ofHAKO 0e3 pa3pelleHus 3aroBopuBimi OphaHo MpomoIKa CKyJIUTh,
M3aBasi HEIPUATHLIE 3BYKHU.

— Ho, goporas, 3ToT cyMacliefumi MoxeT OBITh 1T0Ie3eH. Pa3Be paHee OH He XKHUJI B
MMIIePaTOPCKOM ABOPIIE?

—T0CTOr0NOBHIM MBICHU MeABeb...! OKa3bIBaeTCs, TH He TaK I'IyI Kak 5 gyman? Owo-¢ro-¢ro. A
IyMarl Thl U3 T€X, YbM W3BUJIMHEI IIOJIHH lepbMa.

«He o063r1Baiicst! {1 BcE ellé peGEHOK, a TOTOMY IIyraioch, KOTTIa CIIBIIY PyraTelbCTBa».

— IIpoctuTte, yuutens... B moboM ciydae, 3TOT MeaBenb mpaB! 1 monroe BpeMs IPOBEN Cpenu
OParoleHHOCTeW UMIIePATPUIIEI, TaK YTO OYEeHb XOPOIIo e€ 3Haro!

«HW 4gTt0 C TOTO?»

— 4 umero B BUAY, 4TO 3HAlO, KaK 3aCTaBUTh UMIIepaTpuLy oBepuTh BaM! [TosTomy, yuuTesns!
[Toxanyucra, moBepbTeck MHe! [loxanyiicta, ucnons3yurte MeHs! IIpomy!

«3aTkHuUCH! He opu!»
— Ya-a...
IleBOYKa HaXMypHUJlach B OTBET Ha Bo3rnackl OpdaHo.

«JJomxHa 14 51 Te6e TOBEPUTE...?».



B opuruHansHOM pomMane OpdaHo 9acTo JOCTaBMIsAT HEMPUITHOCTH, T03TOMY PaduH He pemranach
€My JOBEPSITh.

[Topa3MBICTTMB HajJl 9TUM HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, OHa BCE XKe MPUHSA PelleHue.
«OpdaHo, 4eM THI MOKEITh MHE ITIOMOYb?»

BopHbIN AyX, HEMHOT'O IIOMOJIYaB, OTBETHUIL.

— Ilpexpe Bcero... Y MeHd ecTh ycioBue!

«Xax...».

— Xax...

Padun u Py6u moouepEémHo B3OOXHYIIH.

IeBouka 3a0bina oquH MoMeHT. OphaHo He TONBKO JOCTABIsIeT HEIPUSITHOCTH, HO €€ ¥ MONTb3yeTCs
CBOEH XMTPOCTHIO ¥ HETIPeICKa3yeMOCThIO.

«JlaBall HAIEM IPYTOM CIIOCO0».
— He Bonnyiics, goporas, s momory Tebe.

— A, yuutens! [Tomoxgute! [ToxkanyiicTa, BrCayInaniTe MeHs! Mos mpock6a He CONEPKHUT MIIOXUX
HaMepeHui!

«KcTraTtu roBops, 3T0 [leYeHbe 0YeHb BKYCHOE>.

— IIpaBma? Torga chelrs M0OOIBIE, HOPOTas.

CreB neuenbe, Padpun o6epHyace.

PackpriB kHUTH AfpuaH, BalioneTt u 3epKaH MOJIHOCTBIO IOTPY3UJIACH B AUCKYCCHUIO.

Jlunia AgpuaHna 1 BaitoneT 1mo Kako#-To IPUYMHE IIBIIaIN SHTY3Ma3MOM, a 3epKaH OblT 00€CIIOKOEH.
«OHu Takue moOpHIe U CIIOKOWHEIE NETH...».

Y Bcex Tpoux XKHET 6e3HanexkHoe Oynyiiee. Pagun gyBcTBoBana ce0sg 00peyeHHON
OTBETCTBEHHOCTHIO 38 HUX.

«4l momxkHa cfenaTh ux OyAyIlee CUaCTIUBLIMY.
IleBouka yxe npuHsana pemenue. Ho...
«JI71s1 9TOTO MIEePBHEIM [EJIOM HYKHO IIPEeOTBPaTUTh CBaAb0y capa JlopenuaHa u AHHHL...».

OHa He MorJla IpUgyMaTh crioco0 npsmo cerdac. Ho crioco6 paCKpHITh TOPOYHOCTh 3TOM XKEHIITUHEI
0e3yCII0BHO €CTb.

Ecnu PaduH oTmpaBuUTCS B IPUIOT, THe paHee paboTasa HeBecTa capa JlopenrHa, TO 00HAPYKUT TaM
MHOXKECTBO X€epPTB €€ HallafoK.

«Ho 3T0 3alIMET CIUIIKOM MHOTO BPDEMEHHU...».



— Yuurens... 4, a...

Ioub repiora ICTOHA peluia JaTh pa3odyapoBanHoi OpdaHo emé oguH manc. OH Belb
BCEHEIIPeMEeHHO iyMaeT o cebe mo0uMom?

— Bay! Brl cepp€3HO?

«KaxerTcs, s 3Hal0, 4TO OHa XO04YeT CKa3aTh».

Pagun Bce npenyrapana.

fA3putenbHas ocoba OeWCTBUTENLHO [lala IpeayrafjaHHel He ToJbKo PaduH, HO u PyOu, oTBeT.
— IloxkamnyicTta coenanute MeHs... [loXKanylicTa caenanuTe MeHs pealbHbIM!

o,

IeBouKa OTI0XKUIA [T0eJaeMoe IedueHbe. Y Hee Ipoma anneTuT. “PeanbHOCTL”— 3T0 OYKBaIbHO
IIPOSIBIIEHNE UCTUHHOU (popMel ayxa. UToOH MPOOYIUTh HCTUHHYIO0 GOPMY AyXa, HYKHO 3aKJTIOYUTD C
HUM KOHTPAKT.

TakuM 06pa30M KOHTPAKTOP CTAHOBUTCS “IIpU3bIBaTesieM”. 9To 3HA4YuT, 4YTo OpdaHa cTaHET e€
IIOCTOSTHHBIM CITyTHUKOM.

U xoneuHo ke, Padun Oblla HeHAaBUCTHA OJ0OHAS MBIC]Ib.
— Yuurens... 4 Oyoy mocayueH.
OH BpET.

— Her, noporast! Eciu Th coOupaenibcst COTIaCUThCS Ha 9TO, TOTa OOJIXKHA IIOMOYh U MHe!
[loporas, s TBOU IIePBBIM AyX!

— HagzoiinuBeii MefBenb! 3aKpoi macTh!
— Tet1, 6eccTrikuii gypak! Ecnu s peanmu3yioch, To pa3opBy Tebs Ha yacTu!

— 9? Yro npoucxonut? Trl coOMpaelbcsi KOHTPOIUPOBATEL BoMy? Xax, Thl MPUAYPOK? Yramai, KTo He
TaKOX UAKMOT Kak Thl! Xa-xn! Kak Thl MOXKeIllb ynpaBasaiTh BoOmou? ['ymnsiii MeaBens!

«[IymHo!»

Crouno PapuH MBICTIEHHO BCKPUKHYTh, KaK IyXd 3aKPBUIM PTHL.

«Ox, 4TO 3a rojoBHas 60b...».

B 3TOM Mupe OyX0B CUMTANIX JIETEHIOH, IIePeNaloIelCs U3 YCT B yCTa JOJIr0e BpeMsi.

IMTocmeqHuH MOSBUIICS IPAKTHYECKH HECKOIBKO COTEH jeT Hasana. OgHaKo, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO
IIPU3LIBATEIH [NOJITOe BPpeMs He IOSIBIISINCh Ha CBET, JIIOAK BEPUIIH, UTO NYXH COIMPOBOXKMAIOT MX,
6raromapsi IpUpome.

U 3T cimoBa OBLIM ITPABOOM.

,]:[YXI/I 663YCJ'[OBHO CylieCTBOBAIIH. Ho, u3-3a cBoero HeJoBepHAd K JIIOOAM OHM HE€ 3aKJII04aJIl C HUMHU



KOHTPAKT.
«MmeHnHO Banoner cTana nepBoyl IPU3bIBATEIbHULIEN SIIOXU».

3a Hell mocenoBan 3epKaH.

«Ho noyemy...».

Padun xanena cebs.

[Touemy Pyou u Opdano?

Bce myxu BaioneT 0BT HOPMaIbHBIMU.

Iyx orHs ObUT OYeHb MyAP U CIIPaBEHJIUB, OyX BeTpa MUJI U HeXkKeH, a AyX 3eMJId Jo0p U BepeH.
PyOu oTnudancs ot HuX. Bcé moToMy, 4TO OH OBIJT OOBIYHBIM IYXOM CHIIHL.

A Opdaso...

KoHeuHO, OH 04eHb CHUJIEH. Marus BObl MOXKeT OBITh TI0JIe3Ha BO MHOXKECTBe HalpaBjeHui. K ciosy,
ucTUHHOMU hopMou OpdaHo SIBNIACSA 0YEeHb IIPHUBIIEKATEIbHEIN MyKUKMHA.

— Bceé BepHO. Yuutesns... I oueHb 97€TaHTEH, MUJT U OYapoBaTesieH...!

Ecnu He nprHUMaTh BO BHUMaHUE €T0 CTPaHHBIN XapakTep, OpdaHo 0YeHb XOPOLIX AyX.
«... Ho moueMy MHe [OCTaIUCh TOIBKO 3T pedsaTa?»

— Ioporas, g 6yny nepBbiM. CTaHy peabHbIM...

— Her, yuurerns, 4...!

PyOu ¢ camoro Ha4asia IPHUHOCHII TI0JIb3Y B CBOe# TeKkyIel hopme 1 PabuH Kaxkabii pa3
IIPUCITYIINBaiach K HEMY, TI03BOJISISI €My TOBOPUTL ¥ HE UTHOPUPYS.

Ho Opdarno apyrou.

«OH 3TOTO0 HE chernaeT. J He X04y IOAMKCHBATh C TOOOM KOHTPAKT, TaK KaK cOOMPaloCh BEPHYTh Te0s
uMIepaTpulie. TBOU yuuTeslb — 3epKaH!»

— He xouy! { He X0uy IpUHUMATEL B KaUeCTBE CBOETO YUYUTEIISA KOro-To KpoMe Bac! Het! { HeHaBUXKY
ero! HeHaBuxy!

OH Ha3bIBai cebsi MUJIBIM ¥ 09apOBATEIbHEIM, 1a B KAKOM MecTe...? [[eBoYKa 4yBCTBOBaja Cce0s Tak,
CJIOBHO €é celyacC CTOLIHUT!

— Vrx.
Y PaduH pa3bosenach rojoBa ¥ OHa IIpUJIeryia Ha OUBaH.
— Ox... Hama Padun conHas, na? ITouemy Ovl Tebe He moCIaTh?

Bamnoner HaKpPhbIJIa CBOIO IOHYIO IIOOPYTY TOJICTEIM OOESAITIOM.



«0x.. OHO Bemb ropsiuee?»

B03M0KHO IIOTOMY, 4TO €€ TeJI0 OBICTPO HArpesyioch UM II0OTOMY, UTO OHA BCE ellle peOeHoK, PaduH
YCHYyJIa Cpa3y ke, KakK TOJIbKO €€ HaKPBUIK OfesJIOM.

«... [la, S CIMIIIKOM aKTUBHO HaIpsraja CBOM MO3T, JaBaliTe mogyMaeM 000 BCEM IIOCTIE CHa».
C aTuMU MBIC/ISIMU [IeBOYKa U YCHYIIA.

Tpoe meTeli, cCnOpAIIKX BO BpeMs IPOYTEHUS KHUT, 3aMOI4aly U B3TJIAHYJIU Ha 3aCHYBIIyI0 PaduH.
— Tax murno... Pa3Be eé pyuky He CIUIIKOM MaJleHbKUe?

Anpuan ropgo yneIOHYJICS B OTBET Ha CjIoBa Baiioner.

— Ila. Mos cecTpa IelCTBUTENIBHO IIpeKpacHa

Crapmmi CHIH Tepliora ICTOHa 0COOeHHO TOPHOeNNBO MPou3HeC: “Most cecTpa”.

— Temneps, — IPOU3HEC MONTUABIINH flocerie 3epKaH, — ... {1 3aBunyio Tebe, AnpraH.

[IBoe mpy3ell He3aMe[IUTENIbHO OTpearupoBaId Ha CJI0Ba HACIeqHOr0 IPUHIIA.

— Ilouemy?

— BepHo. He 3aBupyi.

— Ona mo4 cecTpa. He BaxHO 3a KOro, OHa He MOXKET BEIUTU 3aMyX.

— 4 Toxe nmpoTtuB Opaka.

[Toka BationmeT u AfnpraH pa3roBapuBajIi CO CTPOTUMU BEIPAXKEHUSIMHU JUI], 3epKaH 6e3ynepxKHO
3acMesics.

«ggn-
Korpma PaduH BHOBE OTKPEIIA I'7Ta3a, OHA HAaXOduIIach Iepel 0COOHSIKOM repiiora OCToHa.

Kaxk u mpu 0TBhe3[Ie U3 IreplorcTBa, PHIlapyd UMIEPATOPOCKOr0 IBOPIla COMPOBOOUIN ATpraHa 1
Padun oo moma.

[TonycoHHas [leBOoYKa IMMOKMHYJIa KapeTy Ha pyKax cTapIiero Oparta.
— A Opartuk 3epkaH? A cecTpudka Baionert?

— 3epKaH B UMIIEpaTOPCKOM [BOpIiEe, a BanoneT BepHynach JOMOM.
— ... 41 maxe He cMOr/la C HUMH IIONPOIIAThCS.

«f1 momxHa Oblyla IOIENIOBATh JTafloHb BalorneT 1 cKa3aTh: “TIoka”, a TaKXKe BHOBb IIPOMBITH MO3TH
3epkaHy Hac4yéT Opaka...».

Ona YCHYIJIa Kpem4de, 4eM PaCCUYUThIBAIa.

— Bcé xopoiro. Mel MOKeM BCTPETUTHCS C HUMHU B CIIEOYIOIIUN pas.



Tonoc AppuaHa OB TIOJIOH OPYykKento0usi, a ero cjoBa 0e3yCI0BHO 0O0HAEXKUBAIIH.

Ero rosoc ob6napman cunoi yCroKoeHre TI0CKUX pa3yMoB. EcTecTBeHHO, IPUYUHON TOMY ero fobpoe
cepnue.

— JIuTS MOE, XOPOIIIO JIX IPOoIIjia moe3gKa?

— He taxeno? He cny4usnocs iu 4ero-To CTPauIHOro?

Tepror u ero xXeHa, OXUOaBIINe IeTel Y BXofa, 00HSAIN CBOIO JOYb.

— IIpouemy Tl Gpocut Hac OmHUX? f HeHaBUXKY TeOs, OpaTuk AgpuaH!

— BepHo. Tl ykpan y Hac Padun! S HenaBuxy Te6s1! f cHoBa ¢ T060# He urpao!

Jlyka u Poiic pasoamunuck. OgHako AfpruaH o0erMy pyKaMH MOTJIafuIT KaXKaoro U3 MITaIInX
OpaTheB 10 TojI0Be. BM3Helsl 0OHSIN ero 3a TaJIhi0, BEHICKA3bIBast CBOU JKaJTOOHL.

Jlyka u Poiic 6611 MUTTEIMU PeOsiTaMU, YbM CJI0BA PA3HUIIUCE C feicTBUsAMU. OHM 06a raBKaiud Kak
371ble co0aKy, HO BUJISITIM XBOCTUKAMH, CJIOBHO LIIEHOYKHU.

— OTo He Takoe yxX 6obioe coObITHE, HO 3P JIopenuaH BepHYICS B cTonuuy. OH Mpuexani B TO XKe
BPEMSI, YTO ¥ MBI, YTOOBI TPEICTABUTh UMIIEPATPHUIIE CBOIO HEBECTY.

— Cepré3H0?
AfpuaH MPOIOIKUI TOBOPHUTE.

— OpmHAKO KOe-4TO BaXKHOE BCE e CIIy4uioch. 2KeHIuHa, TpruexaBInas ¢ capoM JlopennaHoM,
KaXeTcs, TOMKHYa PaduH.

— Yto?
— Yro?
— YTo0 TH CKa3zaj?

— YTo0 BB cKazanu?
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