Bropas KopoyieBa BpeMeHaMM XBacTaslach mogapkKaMu UMIlepaTopa, pa30uBasi Ceple UMIePaTPUIILL.

Ho He Bcé Tak mpocTo. OHa mo0siMu criocob6aMy MEITanach JOCTaBUTh UMIIEpaTPUIle Po0ieM u
myunta KpoHnpuHia. K 0By ceMbsi BTOPOM KOPOJIEBH IOCTOSTHHO ITHITANIACh MPUYWHUTE BPEI CEMbe
UMIIePATPHUIIHL.

«BcnencTBue 4ero aBTOPUTET UMIIEPATPUIIHI OBIT TIOAOPBAH HECKOJIBKO pas3».
VimmepaTop Bo3MyIIaics ¥ 0OBUHSJII CBOIO KEHY, a e€ cepflle BCE Oombilie U 60Jblle Cropajo.

«IToCTOSTHHO YBEJIMYUBAIOIAsACA I1e4allb Ha Cepale MOrja CTaThb HpH‘-IPIHOfI BO3HHMKHOBEHUSA
HEeH3JIeYnuMoK 00JIe3HH. OpnHako Telepsb g YBEPEHa, 4TO CMOT'y €€ U3JIeYUTh.

— ThI Befib 3HAEIIIh, UTO JIET€HIapHbIe PETUKBUY CBSIIEHHH. EC/IM TH X04elllb 3alUTUTh
MMIIepaTPUIly OT BTOPOM KOPOJIEBH], TO He Iyulle ObII0 OB IPegoTBPaTUTh 00JIE3Hb C CAMOTO
Havasna?

«Ho s BCE eHJ;é He 3Hal0 TOYHOU IIPUYXHEI BOSHUKHOBEHUSA HEOYTA. HpI/I‘-II/IHOfI 00JIe3HU MOT' CTaTh
OYeHb CUILHBIN CTpecC, BBI3BAHHBIN pe3yJibTaTOM IIJIaHa BTOpOI;I KODPOJIEBRI».

— B TakoM cnydae, 0OCTaBUM PeIMKBUY Ha KpaWHUYU CIydai.
«OTNMUYHOY.

Padun meicieHHo ynbibHYIach. YecTHO roBops, cerofHs Py6u Obln oueHb mose3eH. [Joyb repijora
yCIoKauBaJjl TOT aKT, YTO CO BCel 3TOoi cUTyalueln oHa Oy[eT CIIpaBisAThCS He OgHA.

— Dii, Temeps TH 3Haelb! B KoHeUHOM UTOTE, Y 3epKaHa He CIUIIKOM XOPOIINe OTHOIIEHUS C
MJafimuM 6paToM, Tak?

«BepHO».

— Torga c6mu3uThCS ¢ HUM OymeT HaMHOTO IIpoiie. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, Y HETO Befib HET CECTPHI.
Ot nmomo06HBIX €c710B PaduH 3aX0TEI0Ch TPOMKO PSIBKHYTDH Ha yXa.

«YTO THI MMeellb B BUAY?»

— Appuan BeféT cebs Kak Iypadvok, KOTHa 610 KacaeTCs ero Miaadilei cecTprl. B mo6om ciydae,
THI IOJI2KHA 3aCTaBUTh 3epKaHa BeCTH ce0s Tak XKe.

AnpuaH, KaxeTcs:, ObUT YIMBIEH U CYACT/INB, KOTa yY3Hau, 4To Padun ero cectpa. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, Y
Hero ObIJIO TOJTBKO [Ba MJIAAIIKX OpaTa.

Te ke yyBcTBa omyuany u 6nu3Hens, Jiyka u Poiic.

«ITony4daeTtcs, 3epKaH...».

— [Ila, mymaio Tak THI 3allpOCTO CMOKEIIh ero CO6Ia3HUTh!

«XM-M... [Ja! CHayana, ocabuM OOKUTEIbHOCTh OXPAHHI @ ITOTOM YEOUHUMCS U YCTPOUM CIIEKTaKJIh!»

BazxkHee Bcero He I03BOJIUTh 3epKaHy 3aK/II0UUTL C BaiioneT 6payHbli KOHTPAKT B OymyIieMm.
[Tostomy, Padun xoTena 3apyuuThcs obellaHreM NPUHIA TyCTh JaXKe YCTHBIM.



«Jlaxe eciu 3TO CIIOBECHOE O0elljaHue, eCI €My OHALOOUTCS MapTHED AJis GUKTUBHOTO Opaka, To
OH TYT e BCTIOMHHUT 060 MHE, TaK?»

— KoneuHo, KOHEUYHO.

«OH BOCIIPUHSAJ MOM CJIOBa KakK [EeTCKy0 myTKy. Ho gymato, 4To 3epKaH IIprefeT KO MHe U OTKaXeT
MHe IyOJIMYHO ITpexkae, YeM 3aKJIIOUUT KOHTPAKT ¢ BaroneT».

— IlpaBpga”?

«Jla, Mo KpaliHel Mepe, MHe TakK KaxeTcs. [laxe mepef TeM KakK COUTH C yMa, 3epKaH I''Ty00KO UTHII
MaHEepPEI».

— Xopoiro, Ho... [Tepen aTuM BaxkHO cOMU3UTh AfpraHa U BatiornerT, pa3Be HET?

B opurrHanbHOM ucTopun 3epKaH u BalioneT ganu mpyr Apyry obeljaHKe TOKEHUTHCS, BO3BPAIIAsACh
B CTOJIMLY IIOCJIe OKOHYAHUS BOUHEL. B TO Xe BpeMs AfpuaH pelun caennaTh BaiioneT
IIpenjIoKeHNue. .

«Ecmnu 661 AfpraH cuenan npepioxeHrue BalioneT [o TOro, Kak OHa faja obelljaHue 3epKaHy, TO
BaiiomeT O8I corytacunach. X0Th ¥ 0CO3HaJIa CBOM YyBCTBA MTO3THOY.

— Torga, HaM HYKHO IIOMeIaTh 3epKaHy IPeaioXuTh BailoieT KOHTPAKT OO0 TeX Iop, ToKa AfpuaH
He clellaeT el IIpefJIoXeHne PYKU U cepana?

«Jla. [ToaTOMy $ TIBITAIOCh MTONYYUTh OOelllaHie OT 3epKaHa B KpaTdyaulllie CPOKU».

— Cpenait Bcé, 4TOOBI OH He cMor Tebe 0TKa3aTh, oporas!

«Xopormio! OTNUYHBIY M1aH!»

— JleucTBYH, MaJsiblKa!

Pa3maxuBaromas pykaMu PaduH ocTaHOBUIACH HA MTHOBEHUE.

«OpHAKO, YTO KOHKPETHO MHE HYKHO [leJlaTh, YTOOH COOMa3HUTh 3epKaHa?»

— Bceé ouens mpocto. [IpocTo Benu ce6s1 pamoM ¢ HUM TakK, Kak TH Be[Emh ce0s psagoM ¢ Baiionert!
«yrx!»

YecTHO TOBOPS, IOAPaxKaHWe MUJION X OYapOBaTeIbHOU CeCTpe 3afeBarno ropaocts PaduH, Ho...
Huuero He mopemnaens. Bcé pagu Mupa ¥ CIIOKONCTBUS!

TBEpHas pemrMOCTb IEBOYKH BO3pOCIa.

— Pacdun, T Kyma? — nouHTepecoBanachk Codusi, MpogoixKas yTemaTb OTOPYEHHOT0 MyXKa.
— ... fI xouy mo#iTtu c 6paTom AgpuanoM. — [lepebupasi manabllaMyd OTBETHIIA Ta.

lepuoruHs ycTpeMusia B30p Ha c3pa PeHfesta, 4TO CTOA PSANOM C HEU.

— Mucc, g 1poBOXKYy Bac.

Iloyb repuora 9cCToHa mocneaoBasa 3a PEILIapEM.



Pa¢un Gecmokounack 06 OTIe, YTO HAXOOUIICS Ha rpaHu 06MOpPOKa, HO ceivac peluia 3aKPHTh Ha
3T0 r71a3a. C HuM BCE OGyeT XOpOoIlo, TaK KakK MaMa PSmoM.

«g0g-

Paccnpocus cnyr, nonapfaiomuxcs Ha nyTti, PaduH BrisicHUNa, YTO AfpuaH, BalioneT u 3epkan
HaXOOUIKUCH B OMOIHOTEKE.

BubnuoTeka....

«HeynuBuTtensHO, 9TO OHU B OuOIMOTEKe. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, OHU TAJIAHT/IMBLIE JIIONU, YTO CHITPAIOT
BaXKHYIO POJib B OyOyLIeM».

Padun Hagesmack, 4TO CMOXKET IIOJTHOCTBHIO U3MEHUTH OyayIee...

HeOGomnbInuMu I1akKaMu, CKHMasi B pyKax IIJTIOIIEBOTO MeBeis, IeBOUKa CjefjoBaja IT03adu capa
Penpenna.

[Tocpenu nyTy Phillaph 0CTaHOBUIICS, IOMHTEPECOBABUINCE: “ He XOTUTE 1K B, YTOOHI 5 B351JI BaC Ha
pyku?”, Ho PaduH oTka3anack. OHa 60si/1ach, 4YTO 3TO HABPE[UT €€ pelyTalun

[Tpexkpe yeM HoYb repliora IepecTyuiia mopor 0ubnuoTeku, PeHmenn OTKPELI IBEPh.

PaduH Bola MepBoi, a 3aTeM, pacCIpocuB OuOIMOTEKaps 0 MECTOHAX0XKIEHUN 3epKaHa,
HalpaBuIach B Hy2KHOE MeCTO.

«OH 31ecw!»

Ona oOHapyxuia 3epKaHa, CUISIIEro 3a CTOJIOM, Y OKHAa. AopraHa U BaioneT psimoM B 3TOT pa3 He
0Ka3aJioCh.

«Kakag ymauda!»

Padun mombexarna K 3epkaHy. Penpmenn octancst Habna0aaTh 3a HUMU Ha IMSTh IaroB 103anu.

ManeHbKHE LIaTH 9XOM Pa3faauch 1mo 0ubnmoreke.

3epKaH MepeBEN CBOYM B30p HA PaduH, 4TO BRIIyYHIa I'Ta3KK, YCTAaBUBIIKNCH HA HETO.
— 3npaBcTBy#, PaduH.

— 3[OpaBCTBYUTE.

Korga 3epkaH MOMpHUBETCTBOBAJI €€ IIEPBHIM, IeBOYKA, IPEO0JIeB CMYIIIEHNE, OTBETHIIA eMY TEM XKe.
PadwuH He 3HaIa MPUYKMHKEL CBOET'O CMYIIIEHKEe, HO KaK HU CTPAHHO, B TOpPJIe MI'HOBEHHO IIEPECOXII0, a
Ceple CXKajloCh OT BOJTHEHHUS.

[To KaKoM-TO MpUYMHE OHA OIIyTHa, YTO €€ pa3yM omycTen. [IyMaTs ObIIO TAXKEIIO.

«MHe HyxkHO TpuaTH B ceOst! O 4éM MBI TaM ToBOpPMIK? AX, fa,s OOJIKHa BecTu cebs ¢ HUM, Kak C
cecTpuykou Baromet!»



[Tpups B ce6s1, Paduu BCrioMHUTIA O CBOEH IIETIH.
«IIpsiMO Kak Cc ceCTpu4yKou Banoner...».

— TouHo, mpsaMo Kak ¢ Banonert! [JericTByii, Padun!
— TrI X04elb MHe YTO-TO CKa3aTh?

Hakomnern, BepKaH 3aXJIOMHYJI KHUTY, KOTOPYIO YU TAJl XU BHOBB B3rJIAHYII Ha JOYE Irepiora. On mor
Ha4aTh 3JIMTHECA 3a TO, YTO €TI0 OTBJIEKJIM OT YTEHHA, HO HE CTall.

[Tomo6HOE oTHOIIIEHWe 3epKaHa 04YeHb pafioBasio PaduH.

MoxeT OLITh 9TO ITIOTOMY, YTO Y HET'0 HET MJIafllel CeCTphl, HO Ka3aloCh, YTO MPUHITY Oblla
mo0onbeITHA PaduH.

OHa monwITanach paCKUHYTh PYKH TaK LIMPOKO, KakK TOJILKO MOTJIA.
3epKaH OIYCTHU TOJIOBY, HE TOHUMAsT HAMEPEHUH TEBOYKH.

«O0BATHA! »

«OOHUMHU MeHs!»
Padun npusriBana 3epkaHa 00HATH €€, TOKaYKUBas PyKaMu

O0BATHUS — caMad BaXKHas 4acTh UX OTHOLIEHUH ¢ Bationet. Bonee Toro, BalioneT HUKOTA He
OoTKa3biBajia PahuH B HEXKHEIX 00BITHSIX.

PaduH Opla HUXKe OeTel CBOEro BO3pacTa, Tak Kak pocja MefjieHHee, B OTJINYKE OT [eCATUIETHUX
Battoner, AnpuaHa u 3epKaHa, YTO pociu ObICTPee CBOUX CBEPCTHUKOB. briarogaps 4eMy OHU MOTJIH
¢ kompopToM 00HATh PaduH.

«Mowu pyKHy CKOpPO OTBaJIATCA...».

IToub repiora nIpopgoIKaaa HACTOMYNBO MaXaTh PyKaMu.
— O6GHUMU €é€.

«O0HuMHUTE €€, Ballle BEICOUECTBO!»

B opHO ¥ TO K€ BpeMsi CTald MBICTIEHHO TBepauTh PyOu u Penpmen, Habmomaomnme 3a JETbMHU CO
CTOPOHHI.

— T&I X0ueIb 00HATHLCS?
— Ia.

PaguH cnemHo KuBHYya, efjBa pacClbIIIaB BOIIPOC 3epKaHa.



Hemnoro nmokone6aBiuirch, TpuHll 00Hs1 Padun, mocamus e€ K cebe Ha KoneHH. [JeBOYKa KPEIKo
00HsJIa ero IIer.

«OH NPUSATHO TaXHET».

ApomaT 3epKaHa CUJIBHO OTJIMYAJICS OT TEMIOro apoMarta Batonet. OH OBINT 0OCBEXKAIOITUM, TOYHO
3uMa.

«Tak BOT 4TO 3HAYUT UMETh CeCTPY?»

3epkaH oOHMMan PaduH Tak, CIIOBHO 4yBCTBOBa AHCKOMGOPT. CTOUIIO eMy IIeBeNIbHYThCS, KaK
IeBOYKa, IIOOyMaB, YTO OH COOMpAaEeTCs OTIYCTUTh €€, BLeNIach B KPOHIIPHUHIIA MEPTBOM XBaTKOM.

3epKaH He 3HaJl YTO AeflaTh, TaK YTO IIPOCTO NMPOOOJIXKUI fepxkKaTh PaduH Ha pykax. Padpun xe
3agyManach, IOTOMY 4YTO TOXKe He 3HaJa, KaK el IMOCTYIIUTh.

«YTO MHe fenaTh Teleps?»

— To xe 4yto u c Banoner!

HaxMypuBImch, qeBo4Ka HanpsAria maMsTh.

— O 6oxe!

— Tol Ipuepens 3aBTpa?

PaduHn ycTpeMusa Ha 3epKaHa CUSIOIIUM B3TJISA.

— 3aBTpa”?

— Jla, THI HOJIKEH MPUeXaTh 3aBTPa, YTOOH! TOUTPATh CO MHOM.
— JlapiHO, g IpYeny, eCIy IpefCTaBUTCSI BO3MOXKHOCTb...

— ToI momxeH npuexath! Th 00s13aH!

— JlagHO... — Heoco3HaHHO O0TBETUII 3epKaH, MOAAaBIINCh AAaBIEHUI0 CO CTOPOHLI IEBOYKH.

[Tomo6HOe cnyyanock Buepsble. ETo pa3yMm roBopu “HeT”, HO IOYEMY 3TO CJI0BO HUKaK He MOTIJIO
COUTH C €ero yCT?

«MoxXeT 11 MJIaflas cecTpa MaHUIYIXPOBATh MOAbMU? BOT moyeMy AgpuaH Tak CUILHO
U3MEHUJICSA? ITO M €CTh IPUYHNHA...?»

Barnspg 3epkana omycten. OH MOPTHYIL.

B nmro60M crydae, OH MTOAyMall 0 TOM, YTO [OJI)KeH BHOBb IIOCETUTH TePIIOTCTBO 3aBTpa. [IpUHII HE MOT
HapYILIUTh CBOE OOeIaHue.

[ToMOILIHKK HACTIETHOT O IIPpHUHIIA, COCTaBJIHIOlLII/IfI €ro pacCiinCaHue, O4eHb YOUBUIICA OBl HOJZ[O6HOfI
HOBOCTH.

— U 4...

— Ia?



PaduH MBIC/IEHHO IPUHSTIA BaXKHOE PEIIeHUe, 3aKphljia TJla3a ¥ IPOU3Heca:

— 4 BRIy 3aMyXK 3a OpaTrKa 3epKaHa.

Ia, eé TopIoCTh HECOMHEHHO TI0CTPAaaa, IPU BCTpedax ¢ 3epKaHOM IpemIokeHus o0 Opake
3aMEeHSITU edl TOTPeOHOCTD ABIIIATS.

PaguH MBICTIEHHO B3JOXHYIA.

— lleHa XU3HM OYEHb Jopora... B3bompucsk, Munas.— IporoBopui Pyo6wu.
B 9T0 ke BpeMs Ha nuile 3epKaHa, YIUBIEHHOTO o0paleHreM “OpaTuk’*.
«f X0uy MoKa3aTh U pacckasaTh 3T0 Agpuany...I[Ipasga».

— [ToueMy THI XOUeIllb BHINTHU 3a MEHA? — CIPOCUJI 3epKaH, noriaxusas Pagus nmo Bomocawm,
IleBOYKa IT0YyBCTBOBaJa oberyeHue.

OH 4yBCTBOBAJ UCKOM(OPT OT TOro, 4To PaduH moBucia Ha ero iiee, HO HUYEro He MOT C 9TUM
nofesnaTh. JJoub reprora BIENHUIAch B HETO TaK CUILHO, YTO €CJIM OB OH OTIYCTHII €€, OHa OB
IIPOCTO... OHA OBl IPOCTO PACIIaKasach.

[Tpum. m: *B Kopee BrIpakeHus “GpaTuk” UIu “CeCTpEHKA” CKOpee 03HA4aloT MUETET Iepeq
CTapLINM YeJIoBeKOM, YeM 0003HaueHNe KPOBHOTO POACTBA.
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