Ero 3peHue 3aTyMaHMIIOCh, KOTIa OH IBITAJICS Pa300paThCsl B CUTYAIlWH, B KOTOPOH oKa3ajcs. Kak
TOJIBKO YBHAEJI, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK, OTJIIHEBUINCH BOKPYT, OH IIOHSJI, YTO HAXOOUTCS Ha KAaKOH-TO
OOJILHUYHOU KOUKE.

Ho mpo6nema Orplzia He B 9TOM, @ B TOM, UTO BCE BRITJISIAEIIO HEIIPABUIBHO. "[IoueMy BCE BHITJISOUT
Tak, OyATo g B aHuMe?" mpo6opMOoTast OH IIpo cebst, COMTHIN C TONKY 10 HEBO3MOXKHOCTH. "U moueMy
BCE TIIouuT?"

Mup BHITTISIIEN CTPAHHO, 3TO OBIIO HempaBmiIbHO. OH BHITISAAEN Kak VR AHUMeE... HO Ha caMoM fejie
BCE BRITJISIZETIO TOBOJILHO X0poIio. Ho Oy KaKue-To CTpaHHBIe U3MEHEHUS 1IBeTa, Kak OyATo... HeT,
3TO OBINIK TJII0KU. [ToyeMy BCE TIIOYUT?

Ero rosoBa Bce elrie rynesna oT 601H, o0 Kako#-To npuunHe. Y 3ByKHY T'JTIIOKOB Ha4asu CTUXaTh. “UTO
CIIyYMJIOCH 3@ MOMM KOMITBIOTEPOM... 1 c1ti0?” OH MOMbITaICS BCIIOMHUTD, HO TOJIOBHAs 00Jb ObIa
CIIMIIIKOM CHUJIbHOM.

O noMaccupoBain 100 cBoell MaJleHbKOM PyKoii. MasneHbKas pyka... OH MOPTHYI, IpeXe 4eM
c(hOoKyCHupOBaTLCS Ha CBOUX pPyKaX, OHU OBIJIM MaJIeHbKIMHU.

- YT0 3a... YTO CO MHOU CJIy4YHUJIOCH? - Jaxke ero rojoc 3By4asl He Kak ero.

OH He MoT pa3o0paThCs B CUTyallud. Bo-TIepBLIX, BCE BRITTIAMETI0 aHUMUPOBAaHHLIM, KPOME TOTO,
IIBETA MHOTTA CTPAHHO CMEIaiiCh, KaK OYOTO 3TO OBLI TIIIOK.

- U 51 BEIrNIIKY Kak pebeHoK. - Ero moceTusio oueHs maoxoe MpeqdayBCTBUE.
OH npo6yOHMI:

- Het, 3TOT0 HE MOXKET OBITh..., - C TPYAOM IIOMHSJICS C KPOBATH, PSIOOM C OOJIbBHUYHON KOMKOMN
CTOsJI0 MaJieHbKOe 3epKayo. OH MOTSHYJICA K HEMY U YBUIEI CBOE OTpaxeHue. ['TI0Ku Hadanu
ncye3aThb, KOTla OH yBUOET ce0s B 3epKarie.

U mocye yBUIEHHOTO OH y2Ke He MOT B 9TO IOBEPUTh. ITO KAaKOW-TO COH UJIM YTO-TO B 3TOM pofe?
[ToueMy 9TO IPOU30ILIO? ITO HEe MOTJIO OBITH COBIAIEHNEM, UTO OH BHITJISIAE] MaJIeHbKOU Bepcuen
O6uTO... HO mpobiieMa Oblyla B TOM, YTO BCE Ka3aJloCh PeajbHEIM, H...

- Kak 3T0 BO3M0OXKHO? - cripammBaj oH ce6si. Bo3gyx ObIJT CBeKKM, ¥ B HEM OLIYIIAKACh HOTKH
nmekapcTBa. Ero romoBa mynbcrpoBana oT 007, OH YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK y4alllaeTcs mMyJbc. [loueMy Bce
KaXkeTCs PealbHBIM U B TO K€ BpeMs BHITTISIOUT aHUMUPOBAHHBIM?

OH ckasan mpo cebs: “MoxKeT 9T0 0CO3HaHHOe CHOBUeHUE? [la, BOBMOXKHO... He MOXKeT OBITh, YTOOH
g nonas B Mmup HapyTo 13-3a TOM OypalKoy UIPHL... BEPHO?”

Ero meiciiu ceiyac OBITM CITHIITKOM 3aMyTAaHHBIMU. [109TOMY OH ITOIBITANICS CHAEJIaTh TO, YTO BCETaa
yCIIOKauBaJso ero. [IrxaTelbHOe yIIpaxkHeHue, HO 3aTeM IIPOU30III0 HEYTO CTPAHHOE: BCE... HET,
KaK[Iblil 1IBET B KOMHATE CTajl OYeHb SIPKUM, a 3aTeM IIPEBPATUIICS B UePHO-OeJTbIi.

9TO BHIIIAAENIO OYEeHb CTPAHHO, I09TOMY OH 3aKphIJI I'Jla3a, HO BCe ellle MOT "BUMEThH".
- YT0 3a... YTO IPOUCXOOUT? - OH MOPTHYJI ellle HECKOJIbKO pa3, ¥ MUP CTaJl HopMasbHbIM. Hy,

HOPMAJIBHBEIM B TOM CMEICJI€, YTO OH BCE €Ille€ BRITJIAOE]I TdK, 6y'JITO 3aCTPLAI B MUPE aHUME, OYE€Hb
SAPKOM U PeaJIMCTUYIHOM.



IBeph IIeNKHy1a, ¥ B KOMHATY BOIIJIa MOXKWIasd KeHIIWHa JIET IMeCTUNECITH:

- O, O6uTO-KYH, TH IIPOCHYJICA? - CIPOCUIIa OHa, - [IoueMy THI He 103BaJl MEHA?
KeHIMHA [TOAOILIA K HEMY:

- THI ellle He OIIPABUIICS OT JTUXOpPanKu. [ToaToMy Tebe Hy>KHO OTOXHYTb...

OH He 3HaJI, KTO OHa, HO YTO-TO IIOICKa3kIBAJI0 MY, YTO OHA €My 3HaKOMa, 04eHb 3HaKoMa. ['0J1oc
TI03BaJI €T0 B €r0 CO3HAHWM, OH IPO6OpPMOTal:

- BaOymka Maii.

- 3... MHe nyuine, 6abymka Maii. - cKka3asl OH, MOprasi, yIuBIISIsCh, YTO 3HAET 3TOTr0 YejioBeKa. Her...
“O6uT0” 3Ha 9TOr0 YesoBeka. OH MOT “BHAETh” €€ B BocmoMuHaHUIX O0uTo. OHKM UTPaIU Kak
BUIEOMArHUTO(MOH... 933... 3TO OBIJIO CTPAHHO.

- Tol Bcerga Tak ropoputirb. Ho mocmoTpu Ha cebs... 4 ropopuia Tebe 3ab6oTuthes o cebe..., - OHa
yCTasuo B3NOXHYTA, - {1 crapeto, OGUTO-KYH. - OHA [T0Kadasia rojioBoi, - TBos BHE3aIHas BEICOKAs
TeMIlepaTypa Hamyrajaa MeHs.

C3a;11/1 XUXUKHYJId JEeBYIIKa:

- Babymika Maif, TH CITMIIIKOM MHOTO GeCITOKOUIIBCS. 1 yBepeHa, UTO C BallliM BHYKOM Bce OymeT
xopoito. - O6KUTO He y3Hal ee, - Ho clemyomuM IanueHToM s 3aiiMyCh caMa. A BBl 103a00ThTECH 0
CBOEM BHYKE.

- O, crracu60, MHKOTO. - YIBIOHYIACh CTAPYIIKA, - S OBICTPO 3aKOHYY U IPUCTYILIIO K CBOUM
0053aHHOCTSIM.

HeBy'I.TIKa KWBHYJI4, 1 C 3TUMHU CJIOBAMH BBIIIJIA U3 KOMHATHI.

[Tocne sToro crapylIka Hadaja IPOBEPSATh €r0 TeMIepaTypy 4 gpyrue Bemu. CTaHgapTHaAS
npoluenypa, KoTopyo Makc 3Han Kak Bpad. Ho Korfia oHa He Hallyla HU4Yero CTpaHHOI 0, OHa CAeflana
HECKOJIbKO 3HAaKOB PYKOM:

- HecMmoTpst Ha TO, YTO THI BRITJIAAUIID HOPMAJIbHO, S IPUMeEH!0 O3io1y OMOJIOXKEHHUS... TaK YTO He
BOJIHYHCSI.

B 3TOT MOMEHT BCe Hayalo IIPOUCXOOUTE.

W3 pyK cTapyLIKy IORHSIICS To1y00 CBET, KOTOPHIM OHa BaBuia B €er0 rpyib. MaKc o4yBCTBOBA
3TO, 3TO OBUIO cTpaHHO. Ho B TO ke BpeMs OHO NpupaBao cuil. Ho Bckope 3To omlyuieHne cTauno
yxomutb. "4T0 9TO0 GBITO..."

Babyurka O6uTto cka3ana:

- Teneps THI B nopsifke. { npuny nosxe. OTHOXHU HEMHOTO. - M ¢ 3TUM OHa yuina.

910 ganmo Makcy HeOobIyIo nepeabiKy. OH MOT pa306paThCsl B IPOUCXOASAIIEM. .. Ka3aloCh, YTO
urpa KakuM-to 06pa3om "Bcenuina" ero B Teno pedenka OOHUTO.



Ho xaxk 3T0 B0o0OIIe OBIJI0 BO3MOXKHO.

OH 3HAaJ, YTO HE yMep... He ClipauIuBanTe moyeMy. Ho oH 3HaM 3T0... TaK YTO HUKAKOU
perHKapHALUU UK TpaHCcMuUrpauuu. Kakas pa3Hulia... Hy, 37e€Chb HET BUKHU. TaK 4TO OTBETA OH He
TIOJTYYHT.

3actpsn mu oH B VR-urpe. Ho B Mupe noutu He 651710 VR-urp. Tak 4TO BCe OBITIO OUYEHDb 3allyTAHHO.

nu XyZXKe BCero OBIJIO TO, YTO He OBIJI0O HUKAKOM cucTeMbl. Mmu yero-nubo, OT 4ero oH Mor OB
IIOJIYYUTH OTBETHI. BEINT 1u 3TOT MUD PeaJIbHBIM, OH HE BRITJISAOE]I PEeaJIbHBIM. Ho ka3zancsa PeaJIbHEIM.
Hy, Kak, 6]15{)113, B3p0CJ'IbeI YeJI0OBEeK MOT IIPUHATH TO, YTO OH 3aCTPAJI B MUpE AnnmMme.

OH 6511 hanaToM HapyTo. Ho Bce paBHO, 3TO OBUIO CIIMIIKOM [JISI HETO.

Curtyarnus c peberkom O6uto 6vita He nyqiie. OH OBUT CUPOTOM, ero 0a0yIIKoy Oblna XKeHIIHA,
KOoTopas mpuila paxbine. OHa Obla BpauoM B KoHOXe, HO yKe cTapena.

He roBopsi yKe 0 TOM, 4TO X (QUHAHCOBOE IOJI0KeHUe OblI0 He ny4ie. Ilepen cMepThio oter; O6uTO
OCTABUJI UM MOJITH, ¥ CTApPYIIKe MPUXOAUIIOCH MHOTOE JIeNIaTh, YTOOH! BBIKHUTH.

“f1 yxke moHuMar, 4yto O6UTO OTKPHLI CBOIO YaKPy HECKOIBKO HEHellb Ha3aM. To eCTh, s He 3Hall, YTO
Yakpy BooOIIe HyKHO pa3b6I0KUpPOBaTh... B o0mem, B To BpeMst Kak Kakaru yxke OblT TeHUHOM U
TIOJTYYHJI 3BaHKWE CAaMOI'0 MOJIOIOTO TeHHHA, MOY ITapeHb TOJIHKO YTO Pa30I0KKUPOBaJI CBOIO YaKpy.
axxe OONBUIMHCTBO I'PaKAaHCKUX IeTel OTKPHIBAIOT YaKPY B YETHIPE T'Ofa... a [JIs TeHUEeB KJIaHOB
OBI710 OOBIYHBEIM IEJIOM OTKPHITH €€ B TPH roja."

Makc B30OXHYIL:

- 970 OBIIO HempaBuabHO. OOKUTO OBITT TO3THUM IBETKOM, HO 3TO..., - OH IT0Ka4aJj IoJIoBoH, - [ 1aBHas
npo6ieMa, KOTopasl y MEHS cefdac eCTb... IeMCTBUTENIHHO U MHE HYKHO UT'PaTh B 3Ty IePHMOBYIO
urpy? IloToMy 4TO 51 He MOTY IOBEPHUTH, UTO 3TO pPeaibHOCTh. MHE He TEPIUTCS YBUAETH U
uccienoBath Mup HapyTo, ¥ aHuMalus Mupa mpocTto ¢haHTacTuyeckas... Ho... eCTb OIUH BaXKHBIN
BOIIPOC.

- YMpy 54 9 B peanbHOM XKU3HU, €CIIU YMPY 3[€eCh?, - Tpobypyan oH, - { BuOen mpenynpexgeHne Ha
9KpaHe, TOBOpsiliee YTO-TO BPOfie 3TOro... KpoMe Tor0, 9 He X0Ten OBTh 3hech. d uMelo B BUAY, UTO
Teleps g ObLJT BPaYOM, IIOCJIe TOTO KaK TaK HOJT0 IIPOXOIUI IPAKTUKY, U S HaKOHEI-TO CMOT
BBIIIJIATUTD [OMIT 3a o0ydeHue... HecMOTpsl Ha TO, 4YTO ¥ MeHs He ObUIO HU CEMbY, HU JeBYLIKY, HU
HECKOJIbKUX OJIM3KUX Apy3el... U MHe BCe PaBHO HPaBUJIOCH OBITH 37ech. Ho MOTy i S BEpHYThCSA?

OH B3[IOXHYJI, €CNIK OH AENCTBUTEJILHO 3aCTPSI 3[1eCh, U3-3a BUAEOUTPHl ¥ IIPOYEro, U B OyAyIIeM ero
JKU3Hb IIPEBPATUTCS B afCKYIO ABIPY, TO OH HUKOTHA OBl He CHaJiCs MIPOCTO TakK.

Ero ronosrHast 6071b Hayaja CTUXATh:

- MHe neiCTBUTENbHO HYKHO HEMHOTO TI0CTIaTh. MoXKeT ObITh, B CIIEAYIOIINM pa3 s MPOCHYCh B
peanbHOM MUpE.

[la, HO 3TOT0 HE CIIy4uJIOCh.

[IpoCcTo BE3yHUUK...
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