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"BriBeguTe rpewmHuy!”

ITo mpuKka3y nanada iBoe conpat rpydo notsHynu Paduio 3a pyku. BecnomornHas, oHa IocienoBata
3a HUMHU, BOJIOYA HOTH.

"Upute 6picTpee! CKONBKO elnle T OyAellb 3aCTaBIsATh BEIbMOXK KOaTh!"

ConpmaThl 3aCTaBIISI/IM €€ IIaraTh BIIepe[ C MeuaMu, HallpaBJIeHHEIMHU € B CIIMHY. BCKOpe OHM BOIIIH
Ha BHYIIUTEJIBHYIO BUCEJIHIY, TTie COOPANOCh MHOTO 3PUTEIIEH.

HWMnepaTtop, HacneaHbIM IPUHI] X YeJI0BEK, KOTOPOro "3Tu moau" HeHaBumenu, repior Cones.

qeprIe BOJIOCHI C CHHHM OTJIMBOM U APKHE 30JIOTUCTO-2KEJIThIE I''Ta3a 3BEPSI.

CTos1 Ha MOMOCTe BUCEJIULIE], TTle B BO3AyXe pacKauuBaiach ONMHOKad neTis, Padgusa Hanpasuna cBou
B3TJISIT Ha replora.

Tonma, cobpaBiasics TOCMOTPETE Ha 9TO 3PeJUIle, Havasla U3PhIraTh ITPOKISTHS.

"Camas OTBpaTUTe/IbHas IeBKa BO Bced cTpaHe!"

"Kak Tl CMeelllb BpeguTh UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM ceMbe!"

Pes3kue romoca cMelanucy BMeCTe U OTJIYHIXJIA €€ YIIH.

"V 1e0s ecTh mocneguuii manc. Kak Te mpoOpanack Ha 6aHKeT B 4ecThb moOenrr? I1o0 Kakou mpuynHe
THI ITBITAJIaCh YOUTH HACJIETHOTO MpuHIa?!"

Hwu ogHO 13 3THX YTBep}KHeHI/Iﬁ He COOTBETCTBOBAJIO NEeMCTBUTEIBHOCTH, HO Pa(bI/Iﬂ He IIPOnU3HeCIIa
HH CJIOBa IIPOTECTa.

Io Toro, Kak ee IIPHUBEJIM CI0Ja, OHa 0€CYKMCIIEHHOE KOJIHYEeCTBO pa3 MhITalach 0Ka3aTh CBOIO
HEBMHOBHOCTbD, II0Ka He ITOTepPsijia ToJI0C, HO HUKTO el He moBepuil. M B 9TOT pa3 ee yCUIus
0Ka3aJInuch OeCIIIONHEIMHU.

HecmoTps Ha CBOH [IeWCTBHUS, OHA, KOHEYHO, MOJT4aia He ITOTOMY, YTO X0TeJla 3alUTHTh "TOT0
yeJjioBeKa", KOTOPHIH cOexkalt ¥ 6POCUTI ee B TOT [IE€HE.



HpOCTO OHa TIOHSJIA, YTO JIerye B3STh Ha Cce0s BCIO TSIXKECTh 6peMeHI/I, U TOr'la OHa CMOXKET €llle
6bICTpee IIOKUHYTH 3TOT MHUD.

"OTBeuani ceryac xke, rpemrsunal”

Korpa Padwus mpogosxkana Moa4aTh, HECMOTPSI Ha HENPEKPAIAIOIIUICS peB, HeomobpeHue
HATOJTHHIIO I'JIa3a BCEX OKPYKAIONIHX.

Tomnpko repuor Coseiisi He BEIAAJI CBOUX BHYTPEHHUX MEBICTIEN.

"JTa mep3Kas MaJieHbKasd..."

Korga uMmepaTop BCKOYHII CO CBOETO MECTa B HeIOYMeHUH, JTI0OU Ha TpUOyHAaX o[ HUM Hadalu
OpocaTh KaMHH.

Padus paspasunach cMexoM.

'Kak MpOHMYHO YyBCTBOBATh 00JIETrYeHNe OT TOTO, YTO 3TU KaMHU He [IONIeTSAT 00 MeHs, Koraa g 6ymy
yMupaTs'.

I'maza nanayva 3aropeyimchk OrHeM.

"THl mazke cMeelb yIeI0ATHCS Ha mopore cMepTu!”

Padus npuxycuna HAXKHIOW Ty0y.

'TIpoCTO 51 mOJKHA BHIIAAETh Cedac Tak YMOPUTEIIBHO' .

'l mpocTo X04y, YTOOH! BCE 3TO 3aKOHYMIJIOCH IPSIMO cerdac'.

Padus ycrana Kuts.

Y Temneps, XOTS IPUTOBOP ObLT HecIpaBemIuBLIM, Padus Oblsia CKJIIOHHA CMUPUTHCS.

"f He cMero B3BelIuBaTh OTBPATUTEIbHBIN I'PEX MOKYILIeHUs Ha HacieqHoro npunna! [Iycts oHa
noJIy4uT ero, Bame BennyecTtBo! IlycTh 3Ta IeBKa BKYCUT KaJIKUU KOHEL, KOTOPOI'O0 OHa
3acnyxuBaet!"

I/IMr[epaTop KOPOTKO IIPOYHUCTHII TOPJIO, IIPpeXKIEe 94eM 3aI'OBOPUTE.



"{ MUTTOCTUBO NIpefocTaBua Tebe MHOKECTBO BO3MOKHOCTEM, HO OUEBHUIHO, UTO THl He YYBCTBYEIIh
HUKaKUX yTPHI3eHUU COBECTH".

Tonma 3aBrina. B ero crenax 6e3yMue rpeMerio 10 BCel IIoIaniu.

"¢1 mpuroBapuBar0 rpeiHrka K CMepTH Yepes noseenue! TBoe Teo J0MKHO OBITh OCTABIEHO
rHuTh! JJaxke B CMEpPTH TBOM 030p OymeT BUOEH BCEM, U TaK THI IIOAAIIL IIPUMEDP BCEM, KTO
OCMeNUTCS OPOCUTH BHI30B BEJTMYMIO UMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbu!"

"Mel cniymraeM npuka3 Ero Benuuectsa!”

Bckope nepen Paduelt noctaBunu crpeMsHKy. CIIOKOMHO B300paBIINCh Ha CTYIIEHbKH, OHa
IIOCMOTpeJia Ha MeTIIIO.

"MHTepecHO, HACKOJIbKO 60JIbHO OyneT?

Padus cHOBa npuKycuna HUXKHIOW I'y0y, cTapasch IPOTJIOTUTH CBOM CTPaX.

"Kak Ol TO HU OBITI0, 9TO OyHIeT ImociemHuH pa3, Koraa s YyBCTBYIO O0Ib".

OHa yXe ucCnsITanga BCe BUOLL My4eHU!, [T0Ka ITU JIIOOU IKCIIyaTUPOBAU ee.

Iymast 0 TOM, 94TO OHa 6GosbIlie He 6ymeT CTpafgaTh, €CJIM OHAa CMOXKEeT BHITEPIETh B IIOCTIEOHUH pas,
TOTZla OHA CMOXKET BhIJepKaTh BCe.

COJ'II[&TBI IIPUTOTOBUIIN BEPEBKHU, KOTOPEIMU €€ GYI[YT CBsA3BIBATH.

3aTteM manay cupocu: "[locnemaue cioBa?".

Ona npocCTOo MoKayvasa roji0BOH.

"9T10 HE TOMOXKeT".

OcKanuBIIKCE, MTanay PYTHYIICA Ha HEe, KakK 6YJITO €My HaJo0eJIO ee OTPEeIIeHHOe U CIIOKOWHOE
ImoBefeHne 1o CaMoro KOHIIa.

"V6epuTe cTpeMIHKY!"

XoTs ee He Oecriokoua COGCTBEHHAs CMEPTh, €€ TeJI0 UHCTUHKTUBHO PearupoBaio UHAYe.



"Ympu! Ilpocto ympu yxe!"

Yem Oorbie ee TeI0 OUIIOCH B IeTIIe, TeM OO0JIbIe TOJIIa Kpudaia.

" He oTmyuly Te6s Tak MpocTo”.

XosomHbBIN, HU3KUH T'0JI0OC BO3BHICUIICS Hal 6e3yMueM.

9T0 OB TOT YEJIOBEK, repior Comes.

"T'LI 3KUB... ¥ 9TO oOJjieruenue".

B TOT meHb OHA BUeJA, KaK IIy00KO BOH3UIKCH B HETO POra YyHOBHIIA, IIO3TOMY BUIETh, KaK OH
CcBOOOMIHO IepeBUTaeTCs, OBITI0O HACTOSIIUM CYACTHEM.

C3apu uMIIepaTopCKOM CeMbH OH IIarHyJ BIepeq.

Fepuor IMOOHSAI I'OJIOBY U IIOCMOTPEN Ha HEKPACHUBOE, HCKAaXKEHHOE, 3aJINTO€E Clie3aMHu JIUIIO Pa(l)I/II/I.

"HeyxXenu HaM OeUCTBUTEJILHO HY2KHO 3aXOOUTh Tak gajeko?"

Ox BrIXBaTUI Me4 u 6e3 KoneOaHul Iepepe3all BEPEBKY.

I'poxot! Teno Paduu ynano Ha 3emio. CBepHYBIIKMCH KaJTaYMKOM Ha II0JTy, OHA TYT 2Ke OTKPhLIa pPoT,
4yTOOBI HAIIOJIHUTh CBOU JIMIIIEHHBIE BO3[IyXa JIETKHUE.

"T'epuor Coneus! Yo, mo-BaiieMy, BEL ceryac fenaere!”

"Trl ngems TPOTUB Ipuka3a Ero Benuuectsa?!"

I/IMnepaTop U IIajIa49 OOWH 3d APYTHUM IIOBBEICUIIM CBOM B3BOJIHOBAHHBIE I'OJIOCA.

T'epiior OBEepHYJICS, 3aTopaxkuBasi Paduio 0T TOCTOPOHHHUX T'Ia3, CJIOBHO 3allUINas ee.

"BoBce HeT, 51 He COOMPAIOCh 3TOTO [IeNaTh. S MPOCTO MOAyMaJl, 4YTO 3TO CIIUIIKOM OTBPATUTENBHO".

['epuor ornsnHysncs 1 yBugen Paduto, mexariiyio Ha KHABOTE.



"Ecnu Tebst BCce paBHO YOBIOT..."

[Touemy oH Tak cebs Bemn?

Bo3moxHO, 3TO OBIIO ee B006pa}KeHI/Ie, HO B I'OJIoCe Trepiora OHa yJIOBUJIa HOTKH HeXKeJTaHHuA.

'ITonMKHO OBITH, ST CXOXKY C yMa'.

HCI’[YCTI/IB BHE3aIIHHIH, HeKOHTpOHI/IpyeMHﬁ ToroT, OHa C TPYAOM IIOOHAIa CBO€ TEJIO U TYT XKe
OIIYCTHJIAaCh HA KOJIEHHU. CII0BHO BBIIOTHSAS O6€I.T.[aHI/Ie, OH CHOBA IIOBEPHYIJICA K HeM.

"He nyute mu Tebe ymepeTh KpacuBo?"

Ho Bompexku ero cioBaM, ero 30JI0THe Tla3a Temeph, Ka3aaoch, poxaiu. Padus ynrbHy1ach, Kak
Ol momOampuBast €ero, HO BeHa Ha HUXKHEeH YeJTIOCTH TepIora 3amyIbCHpoBaa.

KonebaHue Oaumock BCETO MTHOBEHHE.

B MruoBeHme okKa OH BOH3WJI CBOM Med B Irpyab Paduu.

HuKTO HE MOT OCTAHOBUTE €rO0.

Padus c 60nbLUIIM TPYAOM IIOHSIIA TOJIOBY.

"T-cmacu6o. 3a TO, YTO... yOUJI MeHs", - CKa3alia OHa, KOT[la KPOBh XJILIHYJIA U3 ee T'y0.

3aTeM OHa MOMHSJIa TOJIOBY C U3HYPUTEIbHOM YIBIOKOM.

“Thl Ha caMOM [ejie XOPOIINUM YeaoBek, maa? Te".

[Tpu 3THX crioBax OPOBU reprora HaXMypPUIIKCh.

"Bel fymaeTe, 4TO 3HaeTe MeHq?"

"...He coBcem."

BBICTpO Tepsdasi CUJIBI, CBET B €€ I'lla3aX IIOMEPK, d 3PeHUuEe 3aTYMaHHIIOCh.

Tpeck!



ITom ee HOTamMu BCITBIXHYJIO l"OJ'Iy'606 IIJ1aM4. Hal’IyTaHHLIe BHE3allHBIM IIOABJIEHUEM OT'Hs, BCE
OTCTYIIUJIXA Ha3a[.

"Baiie BenuuecTBo, moxayiicra, ocBOG0OUTE CBOe MecTo! MHI He 3HaeM, 4TO ellle ¥ 3TOM IeBKU B
pykase!"

ViMmmepaTop, HacleOHBIN IPHHII ¥ BCe, KTO HAaXOOUJICS Ha Ijtomany, yoexanu. OmHaKo Tepior
Comelist 0CTaBasCsl HETIOABUAKHEIM, KaK OyITO HaMepeBaJICs 3alUINaTh ee [0 CaMOTr0 KOHIIA.

"Hapeloch, Jaxke Ha KOPOTKOEe BPeMsI BBl OyeTe 4yBCTBOBATh ce0st KOM(DOPTHO".

[TpumogHsB yrojKu ryd, OHA CIIOKOMHO BCTPETHIIA eT0 30JI0TOM B3TJIS.

"TIpaBma. Cracu60."

Ecnu GbI BMECTO TeX JIIOel, KOTophle 3abpasu ee B TOT fAeHb, OblT OH, Padus 3agyMainack, Kak Obl
CII0OXKUIIaCh €€ XKU3Hb.

Bes cnoB, Ha ee mulle MOSIBUIACh Oe3MsITeKHas YJ'IBI6Ka, KOra IIJiaMs CBEPHYJIOCH, KaK JIEIIECTOK
JIOTOCa, U OXBATHJIIO BCE €€ TeJIO.

B mraoBenue oka Padus Obla morioileHa miaMeHeM.

Ona 3aKphIJIa I'Jia3a.

HakoHen-To 0Ha OKa3ajach B 00BSTHUSIX BEYHOT'O TIOKOS.
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3mecs OBLIIO TEMHO U BJIAXXKHO, KaK B IIOJBAJIE.

[Toka Padusi ocMaTprBajack BOKPYT C 3aTyMaHEHHBEIM 3peHUEM, Ha ee TOJIOBY BHE3AIHO IJIECHYIN
XOJIOODHOHM BOOOMU.

"Uto ThI Ipemiielnib! OcTanbHEIE yKe paboTaioT! THl fyMaelib, YTO MOXKEITh IPOCTO €CTh, HUUETo He



mernas?"

[ToxkaB nnmeyamu, Padus moHsna, 4TO Ha Hel HET HUKAKOM OfIeK MBI,

Y10 3TO 3a cUTyarusa?'

CkompKo OBl pa3 OHa HYM MOpraja, CUTyalldsl He MeHsIach.

'Kak Takoe B03MOXHO? Pa3Be g He ymepna?

OuryiieHre X0JIOMHOT'0, OCTPOTO MeYa, BOH3UBIIETOCS B €€ Cepfille, Bce ellle OBITI0 SIPKUM.

'Ho xax... s1 KuBa?'

N3-3a KOTHUTUBHOTO [CCOHAHCA, BEI3BAHHOTO HEBEPOATHEIMHU OGCTOHTGJ’IBCTB&MI/I, B KOTOPHIX OHa
OKa3aJlaChk, BO BCE YBUIOEHHOE TPYOHO OBLITO IIOBEPHUTE.

B 3TOT MOMEHT XeHIIIMHA XJI0MHYMa Paduio mo mmedy, Ha 4TO Ta BCKPUKHYIIA.

"T®l ¥ manbllle coOMpaembcs OBITh HETIOCTYIITHOM?".

Korpa Padus HakoHell TOBEPHYIach, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh Ha Hee, BeCHyIIYaTasl JXKeHIIUHA CPeTHUX
JIeT SPOCTHO BCTPETHUTIA €€ B3TJIAL.

"ALL?

9710 OBLUIO 3HAKOMOE JIUIIO.

"Ecnu TH He cobepelbcs ¢ OyXoM IpsSMo cerdac, s yaapio Tebs cunibHee!"

AHHa, X0351Ka MIPHI0Ta, BEITONHSBIIAS JTI00yI0 padoTy. Bce 3Banu ee TeTymko# AHHOM. XOTS OHa
paborarna B MecTe, IIOJTHOM fieTel, AHHA HeHaBH[ella UX U, KaK CJIeICTBUe, HeHaBUesa CBO paboTy.

Pa(i)I/IH KadaJjia I'0JI0BOM U3 CTOPOHEI B CTOPOHY, I'afasi, He COH JIKX 3TO.

[Touemy AHHa nepefo MHOU? YTO, 4epT BO3bMHU, IPOUCXOOUT?

C Tex mop kak Padus mokuHysa 3T0 MeCTO U MOCaeqoBaa 3a "TeM YejoBeKoM", oHa 00JIbIlle HUKOToa
He BU[Iella IOXKUIYIO XKEeHIIUHY.



'Y 310 CTpaHHO'.

Pa3Be He MPOIIIO OEBATH IET?

AnHa Bce eIlrle Oblyla SIBHO CTapiie Pa(l)I/II/I, HO ee BHEIIHOCTb ObllIa TOUHO TaKOM XKe, KaK OHa
IIOMHHIIA.

"Thrl emUHCTBEHHAS, KOTO HYXKHO UCKynaTh! [ToBepHUCH!"

910 OBITIO TO, YTO OHA YZXKe CJIbIlIaJid PaHbIIEe.

1:‘IyBCTBO IMpequYyBCTBUA OXBATHUJIO €€, KaK Je2Ka BIO.

AnHa 3acTaBuna Paduio moBepHYTHCH.

"THl 3HaeIIb, KaK BaXKeH 3aBTpalllHui AeHb! Ecnu T He yOepelibes, fupeKTop OymeT pyraTh MeHs!".

Oty dpasy... OHa TOXKe CIbIIIaTa PaHbIIIe.

HepBHo, KpacHble T1a3a Paduu gpoxkany kak nuct. C ApoxkKaldMU OT CMYIIeHUs ry0aMu OHa
crpocuna: "CerogHs... s BIlepBble MPUHUMAIO BaHHY?".

"Ia, oT0 Tak".

Yem Oonbine peOeHOK He CIyIIancs Uiy 6YHTOBA IPOTUB AHHEI, TEM I'psi3Hee Oblla Boja, KOTOPOH
OHa X MEIa.

Padus BnepBbie cMOT/Ia IPUHATH BAHHY TOJIBKO ITOTOMY, YTO JUPEKTOP YBUOET B Hel IOJb3Y.

Yewm monblie Pa(bm{ oCTaBaJiaCh 3[eCh, TeM GOJIbIle OHA IIPOAOoJIZKaJjia CJIBIIIATE 3HAKOMEIE (bpaabl,
KOTOPEIE€ y2Ke€ CIIBIIalla PaHbIIIe.

"9TOr0 HE MOXKET OHITh...", - roOBOpHJIa OHa BCe Ooree APO2KaIluM I'OJIOCOM, OTHAAHHO OTPHUIlaA
PeabHOCTE.

"Kak, 94epT BO3bMH, 3TO BO3MOXKHO?"

"YTo THI TOBOPUIIL? DTO pa3gpaxkaeT, 3aTKHUCH!"



Anna mutennyia Paduio mo HeOPUTOM CIKHE, 3aTeM Hadajla PacTHPATh ee TPYOBIM IIOJIOTEHIIEM.

Pagus onycrtumna romosy.

B meBsTHAAIATE JIET PYKH, KOTOPHIE ITOIAJIH B II0JIE €€ 3PeHMS, BPSI[ JIM MOXKHO OBIZIO HA3BaTh
PYKaMu B3pPOCJIOro yeyioBeKa. CKOIBKO OBl Pa3 OHA HM 3aKphIBajia Ila3a ¥ OTKPHEIBAJia UX CHOBA, OHU
OCTaBa/IMCh PyKaMu pebeHKa.

'CHavasia MHe Hy>KHO ITPUBECTH Ce0s B MIOPSIOK'.

YuuTeIBast XOJIOOHBIHM TpreM AHHBI, Padust 0CTOPOXKHO MOOHSIACh, COesalia TTy00Kui BIOX U
CKa3zasa: "MuHyTKy, TeTd AHHa".

OHHM ITOCMOTpETIA Ha Hee U cKa3asa: "dTo? YTo Ha 3TOT pa3? Ecnu TH u panblie 6ymenrs TpaTUTh
Moe BpeMsi, 6071Tast BCIKYI0 epyHAy, Thl OyOelh CTPOro Haka3aHa".

Ecnu 61 Paduu neiicTBUTENBHO OBINIO IECATH JIET, OHa MOTJia OBl CTPYCUTh, HO Ccelyac OHa flaxke He
B3[IPOTHYIA.

Ycnokousmmick, Padus npogonxuma, He ynyckas HA CeKyHABL: "[loxkanyiicTa, fayd MHe MOJI0OTeHIe. f
cpernaro 3To caMma'.

" ..Yro?"

"TeTs 3aHsATa, IOTOMY UTO THI OJIKHA BEIMBITh OAPYTUX JeTel. d MOry BEITEPETh CBOE TeJO, TakK 4To,
oXKaayucTa, fall MHe IIOJIOTeHLe".

Bce metu B 9TOM MecTe OB OJUHAKOBLL: OHU MO0 HUYEro He [eJlaiy, TOJIbKO IIJIaKaiu OT yXKaca,
00 KUK KaXKObIM NeHb Tak, OyATo Be3fe HacTynanu Ha ctekio. Ho Padus, koTopas Ovlna 3mech
CETOfiHs, He IPUHaLJiekana HA K OMHOM M3 3TUX I'PYIIIL.

AHHa CMOTpeJia Ha Hee Tla3aMH, ITIOJTHEIMU HefoBepusi. HUKTO U3 fAeTeid, ¢ KOTOPLIMU € OO CHUX II0D
IIPUXOMUIIOCH CTAJIKUBAThLCS, HE BeJl cebs Tak, Kak OHa.

B 3TOT MOMEHT /1eCTHUIIA BEICKOYHIA HApPYyXYy, 1 OIBEPB, K KOTOpOIZ OHa Onlna IIPpUKpPeEIIIeHa,
PacCIIaxXHyJIacCk.
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