Hukomnaii OblT HeOOBOJIEH ee BEIOOpOM. OH XOTeN, YTOOB! 3TOT MPOKJISTHIM IYYHUK ITOCTPAHall 3a To,
yTO 00MaHyJI ero u 3aMaHus Cepxuo B JTOBYINKY ceMby XenHec. Ho BHavane OH He HeHaBUIE ee,
Jaxke HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OHA aTaKoBajla €ro CBATOM CTPETION.

OpHako Bce OBIIO MO-OPYroMy, KOTria OH YBUAEN ee ¢ Banpkupuen. [IpHYuHOM BCEX ero CTpajaHui
OBLIM HEOCTOPOXKHbIE IPUXOTH TOM XKEHIIUHBI, CUUTaBIIeN cebst 60roM, KOTOPOTO HEJTb3sS CPa3UTh.

Hukomait XoTen HaBcerya YUTH U3 XXKu3HU Cepxuo, IOTOMY YTO 3HAJI, YTO OH OyHEeT MPOmoIKaTh
IPUYUHSITD aJIXUMUKY 00JIb, TIOOBEPrasi ero OMaCHOCTH ellle 00JIbIlle, Y4eM B IIPOIIION XKU3HU. ITO
OBLIIO0 pellleHre, KOTOPOe OH TIIATeNbHO BEIOpas, IIpU3HaB, YTO 3a00TUTCS O CBOEM APYTE, fake eCcliu
OHU He UMEIOT HUYero o0uiero ApyT ¢ APyroM.

OpHaKo 3TOT JIXKUBBIM, 00MaHBIBAIOIIUM 1 UHTPUTYIOIINUM HEMOM X0TeJ, YTOOH BanmbKupus
MCII0/Ih30Basa aJIxuMuKa. 9To Obln He0e30macHbIM IyTh I HEro, IOTOMY 4TO BanbKupus
oTOpackiBajia TeX, KOr0 He MOTJIa UCII0Ib30BaTh. bojee Toro, Hukosal 3Han 0 ee KOHEYHOM IIETTH.

— 4 Mory moGeiuTh TEMHOE CYIL[ECTBO, — XMYPO MaxXHyJl HeMoii. HuKoall He yIOBIETBOPUIICA TaKUM
OTBETOM. OTOT JIyYHUK BCeraa Bejl ce0d napaHOUAalbHO, IUHUYHO WM IIPOCTO IOZJI0 U3-3a TOTO, YTO
He [0BEPSI eul.

— TBou ApPYy3bst BCE PABHO XOTENIM MIPUHECTHU TeOS B XKEePTBY, fla? — ycMexHyncss Hukomnai, mouytu
cMmesch. «Trl BeIOpas OBITE C JIIOABMU, KOTOPHIE HE MeHbIIe 3a060TATCS 0 Tebe».

'...q TeOs 3Ha1?'

JlyuHuIla 3aMojT49aria, IPexkae YeM OHa CHelasa XKecCT, ee Tla3a HaxMypuiuchk. HuKomaii He 0TBETHIL.
OH momXkeH OB PELIUTh, YTO [ejlaTh C 9TUM JIYYHHUKOM, H BCE, 0 YeM OH MOT JyMaTh, 3aKOHUYMIIOCEH
cMepThio. OMHAKO OH He XOTeJl, YTOO OHa yMepIia.

«Bel He MoKeTe OBITh HECITPABEIJIMBEL B 3TOM II03€MeIbe», — CKal3all AyX, KOTOa OHA I PSI0M C
HOcwu, koTopas He 0CO3HaBaJla, YTO Ha HEe CMOTPUT JeMOHUYECKUH AyX. «JTa AEeBYyIIKa pelIusa
TI0KEPTBOBATh CO00M, U yCIOBUS COOIoneHbl. Eif Hy>KHO 60POTHCS C TEMHBIM CYIIIECTBOM».

— 4 X035MH NOA3eMeIbs, BEPHO?

«$1 HasHauun Te0s1, TemHoe CyiiecTBo», — paccMesiyics OyX. «MHe Hafgoeso J0MaTh JII0fiel, I09TOMY
s X04y, YTOOBI THI TOKA3aJl MHE YTO-HUOYOb APyroe. ITU UTPHl MeHS He 3a0aBmsgioT. Tak YTO MOKaXHU
MHe 4TO-HUOYIb APyroe».

— Bbyny, HO 3TO# XKeHIUHe HyKHO KaK0e-TO BPEMSI ITOXKUTE.

«$1 MOT'y CKa3aTb, YTO THl HEHABUOUIIb €€, HO II0YeMY Thl HaCTaMBaelllb Ha TOM, YTOOB OCTABUTD €€ B
JKUBBIX?» OyX nmocMoTpen KOcu B nMu1o. «9TO TBOM TUII KEHIUHEL, fa? Tak Thl X04elllb CHavasla
chernaTh el ragoCTu?»

— 4 yOnio Tebs1, — rina3a Hukomnas ObIIM XOJOOHEL. «fl MOKaXy BaM, TOYEMY aJIXUMUK 3aCITyKUBaeT
ObITH TOOegUTEIEM, TAK YTO BCE OCTAJIbHOE HEe UMeeT 3HAaUEeHUS».

<<XOpOH.IO, BEI MOZK€ET€ IIPUOCTAaHOBUTEL 3TO UCIIEITAHUE».

yx yneren, a FOcu ¢ onackou nocmorpena Ha Hukonasi. Ee pyku He OTIIyCKasd JIyK, U 3JI0BOHUE
CBSITOM 00KECTBEHHOCTH OBIJIO TOITHOTBOPHBIM.



— Tebe He HyKHO CPAXKaThCs C ITUM MOHCTPOM, YeJI0BeK, — CKa3ay Hukonaii, u FOcu cMyTumace. —
Y meHs ecTh Oyig Te0s elle OOHO 3afaHue.

— A ecnu 9 0TKaxXycCh?

«IIpaBo OPOCHTH BHI30B 9TOMY IIOA3EMEJIbIO CTOUT HeflellleBO. BaM HyKHO IIPOUTH MSATOE UCIHITAHUE,
Ipexze YeM BBl CMOXKeTe IOKUHYTh ero».

'...Yero TH X0ueNIp?'

— 4 xo4y, 4TOOBI THI MEHS IPOBOAUTI, — YIBIOHYICS Hukonal, B3MaxXxHyB PyKOH, ¥ IOSBUIACh Apyras
IBepb. «Balu comapTUHLEL yKe AyMaIOT, YTO BBl MEPTBEI, IO3TOMY MBI HE TOPOIIMMCSI».

FOcu maxmypumach, HO IociefioBana 3a HUM. Hukonal 3Has, 4To OHa eMy He JOBepsieT, HO MIPOCTO
3HAJI, YTO OH MOT OCTaBHUTh €e 3[IeCh THUTh BMECTO TOT0, YTOOLI BE3TH ee Kyma-To ellle.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[la OHU BIBOEM ITPOIIXA Yepe3 OBEPh, OHU 0KA3aJIMCh B APYTo¥M KOMHATE. ITO OblIa
KOMHATa, B KOTOPO# Obiniu 3amepThl Cepxuo u BanbKupusi.

Kak TonbKO OHa yBH7eJa IByX CaMbIX IOpPOTUx el niofed, FOcu 6pocunach K HUM, HO Bpe3asach
r0JIOBOM B HEBUOUMEIM Oapbep. Hemoii Ovin OporieH, 1 Hukomai He moXkarsies, 4To He Ipeaynpenun
ee.

«3TH OBO€ BOIIJIX B MOIO TEMHUIY PAHBIIIE€, YEM THI. A OyMalO, ThI Y3HAEIIb UX».

— BBII'Iy'CTI/ITe "X, — MdXHYyJIda OHa KPACHBIM noom. Hukoraio HaaoeJln ee 2KEeCThI, HO OH He X0TeJl
JIEYUTh €€ HEMOTEI, XO0TA U MOT.

«4 man um BBIGOp. qa nmpenymnpenui uX O prucCke. My}K‘-II/IHa 3HaAJl, 4TO JIy4Ille He BXOOUTH B 3TO
Imoa3emMesibe, HO 2KEHIITMHAa y6e111/ma €ro CjiegoBaTh ee KOMaHOaM».

«Mucc Banpkupus He 6e3paccymHa».

-- BBl 0ueHb Maso 0 Hell 3HaeTe, -- CKa3an Hukomal, MaxHyB PyKOU. 3aTeM, KaK B KMHO, BpeMs B
KOMHAaTe [1epeBepHYJIOCh, ¥ OH IToKa3al IOcu 3aragky, KOTOPYIO fal UM.

«OTtBeT npoct. Mucc Banpkupus gonxHa...
«3anagHas [EPKOBb».

CroBa, CKa3aHHBIE ee X035UHOM, 3acTaBuiu FOcu 3agyMaThcs. Ee ria3a paclIupuinuch ot
TIOHMMaHUS, Korga Ha nuile Hukosas mosiBuiach ynbibkKa, HO OH HallOMHMI ce0e OBITh 0CTOPOXKHBIM.

— ThI momXeH 3HATh, YTO OHA CoJjirajia, He Tak JIu?
«JJomXKHO OBITH, OHA 3a0blIa 00 3TOM...»

HeMoii bITanack 3allUTUTh CBOETO X035IMHA, HO Jjake OHa 3Halla, 4To 3T0 6ecrnone3Ho. JTta
JKEHIMHA HUKOT{la HU4ero He 3a0yHeT ¥ He [IOIYCTUT TaKo# Tymnoy omuOKy. Bbiyla mpu4uHa, 1Mo
KOTOPOU OHa CoJnrara.

Opnako Hukonaii ToXe He 3HaJ NpUYuHbL. UTakK, alX¥MUK BEIABUHYJ Pa3yMHYI0 TUIIOTE3Y O TOM, UYTO
TEMHOE CYIIIeCTBO ObIJIO TaM, Te IePKBU He ObIJI0, IIOTOMY UTO 3TO OBblJIa leMOHKWYeCKas TEMHHUIIA.



"C ee JIXU yCTaHOBJIEHO, YTO TEMHOE CYIIECTBO HAXONUTCS 3a JIeBOU ABepblo. OOHAKO Ceryac CTOUT
TPYAHBIHM BEIOOP. KTO Yepes3 Kakyio ABeph MPOXOAUT?"

«IToueMy BBl JaeTe TaKOM HEBO3MOXKHBIN BEIOOP? ThI 3mech O0NMBHOM.

— OT0 BBI30B, — yNBIOHYICSA HuKonai. «A 3T0 JeMOHNYECKOe [Tofi3eMebe. BambKupus NoHgIa, 9YTO
MEHI Ha0nmogaeM 3a Hell, ¥ 9T0 JOJIXKHO ObITh IPUYMHOU TOTO, UTO OHA CONIraa».

KOcu ue BO3paxaia.

«Ba1a x034#iKa 3HaeT, YTO 3TO IOA3€eMellbe NOIXKHO OBITh fajieKo He IpaBefHEIM, U YTO AJIS
TIOJTy4YEeHUS 3TOU CUJIBI €Ul HyKHO OBITh 3710[IeeM».

'OpHaKo faXxe IIPOXTH OHA He Oyfer...'

«ThI 3HaeIb, YTO TaK ¥ OyaeT, NTy4HUK. THl Iydllle BCceX 3Haelllb, YTO 3Ta JKEHIMHA He OCTAaHOBUTCS,
TI0KA He MOIYYHUT TO, YTO XOUET».

Hukomaii ycTaBuics Ha KpaCHBOE JIMIIO, 32 KOTOPHIM CKPHIBAJICS 0€3:KaTOCTHHIMN, y2Kacaloluii
xapakTep. EMy 11oBe3710 0Ka3aThCs Ha 3TOM NOMKHOCTH U CTaTh CBUAETEJIEM BOCXOXKAEHUS
Banbkupunu. OgHaAKO eCid OH KOoTrfa-HuOyab CTaHET €e BparoM C ee 0CO3HaHMEM, To Hukomnait 3Harl,
YTO OHA He IIOIIA[UT ero.

OTOT 3BEPh OyIET KOMAThCS B €T0 CEKPEeTax ¥ eCTh eT0 IJIOTh, II0KA He 0CTAaHEeTCsS HUYero, KpoMme
KOCTeH. BanmbKuUpHUs MCIIOIh30Baja 9Ty TAKTHUKY, 9Ty HEIIOKOIeOUMYIO0 Bepy B IIPaBOTY CBOETO HeJa,
yTOORI BECTH Ce0sT TaKUM 00pPa3oM.

— Bam rocmopus Ben 671aropogHoe 3aHSITHe, TPU3HA, — BIIePBEle 0TKPOBeHHUYan Hukomau co
CTPETbIIOM. «f BOCXMINAIOCh €€ PEIIMMOCTRIO CAEeIaTh MUP JIy4Ille C IIOMOIIb0 3Toro. OmHaKo
OTIPaBABIBAET JIU PE3YINIbTAT CPEHCTBA?»

FOcu MenmeHHO IOOHSIACh CO CBOET0 MECTa U CJI0XKHUJIA PYKU BMECTe, YTOOH 3a0JIOKMPOBATH CIIEHY.
Huxkomait 3Has, 9YTO OHA pa3pHIBAETCS Ha YaCTH, BUOS, KaK ee X035HH IIpefaeT caMoro mo0poro
YyeJI0BeKa, KOTOPOTr0 OHa BCTpedara.- £ 3Hat, YTO Tl XOUelllb YMepeTh, - HapYLUIUI MOTYaHUE T'0JI0C
Banmpkupuu. OHu 06a 3agpozkaiy, naxe Hukoaii, KOrjga MOBePHYIUCh K MECTY ITPOUCIIECTBHS. - ITO
BHJIHO II0 OTMETHHAM Ha TBOEH KOXKe.

- Korga ThI... - Cepxuo CMyTHIICS U UCIYTAaHHO TOMSATHIICS. - [lo4eMy Thl 3arOBOPUIT 00 3TOM Ceryac?-
O 4ueM OHU TOBODAT? - ee PyKH Apoxkainy, korga FOcu ykasana Ha Hukomnas.- ATXUMUK... CKJIOHEH K
CaMOyOUNCTBY.

CnoBa 3aCTaBUJIM TYYHUKA 3aCTHITh HAa MecTe, Kak OyITo 3TO He UMeJIo CMbIc/Ia. HuKoai CTUCHYT
3yOBI, TIOTOMY YTO 3HAJI, UYTO 3TOMY YeJIOBEKY HET CMbIC/Ia HeHaBUIETh ce0s, HO OH HeHaBU[Iell, U eMy
6110 60IEHO, YUTO OH HEe MOT 3TOT0 M3MeHUTh.- HeBaXkHO, OTKy[Ia 5 9TO 3Hasla, HO S TOBOPIO Tebe 3TO
TIOTOMY, YTO X04y, UTOOBI ThI yMeP 3a MeHs, - BambKupus ¢ yIRIOKON MOONITA K aIXUMHUKY. - Y MEHS
MHOTO amOuiuii, Cepxuo. KoHeYHO, 5T OPOKY TOOOM, HO 9TO COKPOBHUIIE - TO, YTO MHE HYXKHO.

- UckyccTBo TpaHCcopManuu? Cepxuo MOMATUIICS, €r0 pyKa MOTSHYJIach K IUCTOJETY. - bocc, 3To He
CMEITHO.- AIXMMUK OTKa3bIBaeTCsl BEPUTh, YTO OHA IIpefaeT ero, - Hukonay rHEBHO yCTaBUIICA Ha
Hero. "OgHako 3TOT 00JIbHOM YeI0BEK He X04YeT IMayKaTh CBOM PYKH CBOEM KPOBBIO".

- Aaa... - KPHUKHYJIa KOcu 6e3 kakux-nmub0 CBSI3HBIX CIIOB, IIPOXU3HOCA TOJIBKO TO, YTO IIO3BOJIAII el ee
BOKalJl.



CroBa 3aCTaBU/IHU JIyYHHUKA 3aMepPeTh Ha MeCTe, Kak Oy[TO OHUM He UMeNlud CMbIcIa. HuKosai CTuCHY
3y0bl, TOTOMY YTO 3HAJI, YTO 3TOMY Y€JIOBEKY HE MMEeT CMbIC/Ia HeHaBUOETh ce6s, HO OH HeHaBUME,
1 Ob1710 60JILHO, YTO Y HETO He ObIJI0 BO3MOXKHOCTU 3TO U3MEHUTb.

«HeBaxH0, KakK 5 y3HaJla, HO IPUYMHA, 10 KOTOPO#i 51 TOBOPIO Te0e 3TO, B TOM, YTO S XOUY, UTOOBI ThI
yMep 3a MeHs1», — BaynbKupus ¢ yaei0Koii ofoIia K alXuMuKy. «Y MeHst MHOTO amburuii, Cepxuo.
KoHeuHO, 5 0OpoXKy T00OOM, HO MHE HYy>KHO 3TO COKPOBHILEY.

"HckyccTBo TpaHnchopMaiuu?" — criaoTHyn Cepxuo, OTCTynas Ha3af, ero pykKa IMOTSHYIach K
IIACTOJIETY. «Bocc, 3TO HE CMEIHO».

— ANXMMUK OTKa3blBAeTCS BEPUTh, YTO OHA €ro IpefgaeT, — FHEBHO ycTaBuiicsa Hukomau. «OgHaKo
3TOT OOJILHOM YeJIOBEK He X0UYeT IMauykaTh PYKU CBOEHM KPOBBIO».

«Aaa...» 3akpuyana IOcu 6e3 Kakux-mu00 CBSI3HALIX CJIOB, IPOU3HOCS TOJIBKO TO, YTO IIO3BOJISII €1 ee
TOJIOC.

«9TO UMEHHO TO, UTO HykHO. OHU HYKHbI MHE, YTOOBI CIIaCTH MHOTUX jiofieli. TEl yBEPEH, YTO TBOS
JKM3Hb CTOUT OOJIbIIIE, YEM TO, YTO MOTYT CIIACTU 3TH UCKYCCTBa?»

OTO0 3aCTaBUIIO AIXUMUKA B3APOTHYTh. HUKOIal X0TEI HalmacTh HAa HEe B 3TOT MOMEHT, IIOTOMY YTO
OHA KCIIOJIb30Bajla ero IpeacTaBieHue o cebe, YTOOB 3aCTAaBUTh €TI0 PEIIUTH HEBO3MOKHOE:
II0KEepPTBOBaTh COOOM.

«41 3Hal0, YTO THI TaK He AyMaellb. PaHbllle s coNran o 3amafHoM IepKBH, TIOTOMY 4YTO XOTel
TIOCMOTPETh, CMOKEIh JIX Thl CKa3aTh. Tkl He BepyIOUui B TPOUIly, ¥ 9TO HaeT TeOe MEeHbIIe
IIPEUMYIIECTB B 9TOM MHUPE».

"JTa nuroxa..."

«ThI HE cMOT pa3rndaneTb MOIO JI0OXKb, ITOKa3bIBAIOIIYI0, HACKOJIEKO Thl HAUBEH. KOcu mobut 1ebst, HO g
He IIOHUMaAI0, ITI04YeMYy KTO-TO MOZKET YTO-TO YYBCTBOBATH K Tebe».

Hwukomait B3MOXHYI U YIBIOHYICS. B Ipyroi BpeMeHHOH IIKaie 9TO JeEMOHUYECKOe TI03eMellbe
ouncTuia 0wl Banbkupus, a He Xann. OmHaKO OHA He 3HaJla, YTO OH OB MacTepPOM II0[3eMeJIbs.
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