«BsI x0THTE, YTOOBI OHM TTOBEPHYJIUCH APYT K APYTY», — mpoOopMoTa oyx, HaOmogas 3a CIIeHO! B
KOMHAaTe I1ocjie Toro, Kak Hukosaii gam uM 4acoBOM MUMUT BpeMeHU. «OJHAKO B UTHOPUPYETE
IPYTUX IPETEHOEHTOBY.

Hukomait ycTaBuICS Ha IBOUX B KOMHATE, ¥ €r0 JINIIO OCBeTH A yibiOKa. OH HUKAK He MOT HaBPeOUTh
Cepxuo, HO 9T0 OBII OTJIMYHBIN IAHC ITOKA3aTh HCTHHHOE JIUI0 Bampkupuu. Bo3MOXKHO,
KCII0Ib30BaHUe 3TOro MeTona OLII0 HEMHOT'O 3/I00eHCKUM, HO 3TO OBIJIO HE0OXOIMMO.

— {1 mpoCTO IPHUILIII0 UM MOHCTPOB, — MaxHyJ pykKou Hukonaii. «TeM He MeHee, Y Bac 3[eChb €CTh
HECKOJIbKO MHTEPECHBIX IIEPCOHaKeU. JTO 3JIUTa TUIbOUU BaHTup».

«AX, s BIIepBHIE YCIIBIIIIaa 3TO UM HEKOTOPOe BpeMs Ha3afl», — CKa3ajla AyX, Korhoa OHa KpyXKuia
BOKPYT Hero, 00HKMMasi ero 3a cuuHy. «KaxeTcsi, OHM HaIlIX MO0 TEMHUILY IOfl KAKUMU-TO JPEBHUMHU
pyHHaAMUY.

«OTOUOM OT MEHS, €CIIM He X0Uelllb ellle OOHOMU IMOIIeYnHb, CYKKy06», — IoxKaJ miaedaMu Hukomai u
pa3opBasn 06BATHS. ITOT AYX PaHEE MHITAICST HAOPOCUTHCS Ha HETO, ¥ MY IIPHUIIIIOCH OTILJIENATH ee.

"Ue", oHA IIEJIKHYJIA SI3bIKOM, KOT'7Ia OHa YIIJIblIa. « BOJIBIIMHCTBO MYKUMH IIYCTUNIH OBl CITIOHU I10
MoeMy Teny. OgHaKO C TBOEU CTOPOHBI HET HU HaMeKa Ha PeakUuio. Thl CIIOMIIEH?»

— { ye HaeJcs OT yOOBOJILCTBUS, — OTBeTUJI HuKoMal, HO He ObUI yBepeH, B 9TOM JIM IPAYKHA.

CamMble MpauHble BpeMeHa CBOEeH XKU3HU OH MPOBeJT Tu00 € alKkoroneM, Tubo ¢ MPOCTUTYTKaAMH,
II03TOMY Y HETO IIOSIBUJIOCh HEKOTOPOE OTBPAIlleHKe K 3TUM [IBYM YOOBOJILCTBUSIM, IIOTOMY 4YTO €T0
MO3T aCCOIMUPOBAN UX C HEYTAYHUKOM U KAJIKUM IIPOILIIBIM «SI».

[To KpaiiHel Mepe, Tak ObLIO C ceKcoM 6e3 06BU, TOTOMY YTO 00Jiee IMOCTEIZHOE IIPOIIIOoe OBIIO
TI0CJIE TOTO, KaK OH BO3XKeJjal 3nbduiickyio mpunieccy. Kak 6yaTo ero Moar 0w
IepenporpaMMHUPOBaH IIOCJIe TOMA MBITOK ¥ 9KCIIEPHMEHTOB.

«ECTh ¥ Ipyrue NpeTeHOeHTH], I0X0XHe Ha TeX, KTO BaC UHTepecyeT», — CKa3aJl OyX, yKa3hblBas B
IpyroM HamnpaBieHuu. "[103BoNIb MHE MTOKa3aTh Tebe."

Hukomait B3r/IsIHYJI Ha CTYCTUBILKECS Ha ee TajIbllaX OTHU U YBUeN 00pa3 IPYIIEl MOJIOOBIX MyKYUH
U XeHIMWH. Ero riasa pacUIMpuiInch, KOra OH YBUAE Cpequ HuX 3HakoMyw ¢urypy Hcwu.

— Thl 3mech, Kpbica, — ero 3y0Obl CTay JJIMHHEE, a CepAlle HallOJHUIIOCh Kak oM KPOBU. «4 xouy
TIOCJIaTh CUJILHEUIIIET0 MOHCTPA, YTOOH YOUTH UX».

- THI 3HAeIIb, YTO I cAenan OBl IS TeOs BCe, HO eCTh IIpaBHuJjla, KOTOPBkI€ YCTAHOBHUII CO3OATEJIbE 3TOTO
Inogsemelibs, - c06JIa3HUTEIILHO CKa3all ayX. «Jlaxe 6YJIY‘-II/I CKPOMHEIM 49€JIOBEKOM, 3TOT YEJIOBEK
CMOT YOOBJIETBOPUTHL MEHA NJOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI HCIIOJIb30BATh MOH CHIJIBI».

— TBou cunel? HaxMmypusicsa Hukomnan. "¢ 0o cux nop He MOHUMAa0 Ha3HaYeHUe 3TOro oa3eMesbsa?”

«ITO UCIBITATEIbHAS TEeMHUIIA, ¥ TOT, KTO OYUCTUT €€, CTAaHEeT MOUM X03IUHOM. MHOr1e 0Ka3aJluCh
OOCTOMHBIME, HO MX IIOXOTh U XKaTHOCTh nmpenanu uX, Korga OH!U YBUOEIN MEHS».

«Thl — mOCIIeIHEE UCTIBITAHKE B 9TOM IIOfI3eMeNhe», — HuKomal 3aKphUT ra3a, YTOOR BUAETH CKBO3b
pa3juyHble UCIBITaHUA. "MHTepecHBIN."

— YBepeHa, — YXMBIJIBHYJIACh OHA. «Te, KTO HE CMOXKET COXPAHUTH CIIOKOMCTBHE B CBOUX cepanax,



KOTra YBUOAT MEHA UJIX Y3HAIOT 0 MOUX CHUJIAX, HpOfIJIYT nocjaenHee ucnbTanue. OgHakKo, K
COXKaJIeHUI0, UM 3TO yOaJIOCh, X1 OHH COIIJIX C yMad».

-- Huuero oco6eHHOTO 5T He YyBCTBYIO, -- MpoOopMoTan Hukomai.

«ThI TEMHOE CYLIECTBO, ¥ M3-3@ 9TOTO MOH UJUTIO3UY OUYeHb Majio PaboTaloT IpoTuB Te0s. ITO
03HAYaeT, YTO eCJIU THl BOMMAEIb B 9TO ITOfI3eMesibe B KaUeCTBe MIPETeHAEHTa, I MOTY CTaTh TBOUMY.

«EcTb KTO-TO TOpa3mo 6oyee MOTYIIECTBEHHBIH, YeM 51, KTO TIOJIYYHUT Bally CUJibl. OJHAKO 5
1103a604YyCh 0 TOM, YTOOHI UX IIOIYYUI KTO-TO APYTOM».

«THI ellle He 3HAEIb, YTO S MOTY OTBEPTHYTh, TaK UTO HEe TOPOIKCh», — IIPOIIEIITajla OHA eMY B yXO.
«OpHAKO MeHsI HHTEPECYET YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOTO BEL BEIOPAIIU».

Huxkonai YHLIGHYHCH U MaXHYJI pYKOfI 3aTeM KOMHaTa McuYe3Jia, 1 OHM 0Ka3aJIhCh BHYTpHU OMHOM u3
OTIIPABHEBEIX TOY€EK, B KOTOpOI;I HAaXOOHUIJINCh JBa YEJIOBEKA.

"Tel HE MOKEIIb OBITH CEPLE3HBIM...?" — ITPOOOPMOTAT AyX, TISAAS Ha OJIOHOHWHA, CTOSIIET0 PSIOM C
pHILIapeM. «JTOT YeJIOBEK... CITUIIKOM CJ1ab».

— 4 myman, Tel He 3a00THUIIBCS O cuie, — yIbIOHyICS HuKoMal, u oyX IOTepsiT Jap pedn. «ITOT
YeJI0BeK — JIYYIIUN MacTep, 0 KOTOPOM BBl MOXKETe MeUTaTh, IIOBEPhTE MHE».

«...Y HET0 OaxXe HET MdaHBI, KOTOPYIO 4 MOT' OBI TIOTJIOTUThY.

— He CepaucCey, — Huxkonau XOOHUJI II0 KOMHATe pAgoM C CerI/IO u BaHBKI/IpI/IefL HO OHHU H€ MOTJIU €T0
BHIETH. OH OBIn OTHOEJIEH OT HUX U3MEPEHHEM KadK X03dUH II0O3€MeJIbI. «3JTa KOMHaTa
IMOOO3PHUTEIbHA».

“TBopell co3man 3T0", OTBETHUII AyX, KOT[a OHa Mmapuia pAmoM ¢ HuM. «OH cUuTajl, 4TO IePBBIM
KayeCTBOM, KOTOPBIM [OJIXKEeH 00J1aflaTh MOY rOCIIOAUH, OyIeT UHTEJIeKT. BOoNbIINHCTBO AYMaeT, YTo
9TO HauMeHee BaXXKHOe UCIBITaHue, IOTOMY YTO OHO IIePBOE, HO OHO CaMOe BaXKHOe».

— Kak 3a60T/n1BO C ero CTOPOHH, — paccMesinicss Hukomai, mpexke ueM IOBEPHYThCS K 3arajike.
«3t10 3abnyxkaenue. Co3maTesnsb OB TOPa3[o THYCHEE, YeM BEI €T0 PUCYETE».

"YTO TH UMEEIIb B BUAY?" — UHTPUTYIOIIE CIIPOCUIT AYX.

«BbI MOXKeTe [enaTh TO, YTO XOTUTE, HO IPYT¥e MOTYT He COTJIaCUThCS; BHI MOXKETE COTHYTh 3€MIIIO,
Jle[ ¥ OTOHB, HO BBl HUKOT'TIa HE CMOXKeTe CO3[aTh AepeBo. OTO OJHO u3 yyeHuu Llepksu CeTa».« 4l
3HAl0 9TO, HO MHOTHE pelllajii 3TO PaHbIIEe».

- He Hago MeHs NIpOBEPSATH, IIOTOMY YTO S 3HAl0, YTO HACTOSIIEee COKPOBUIIE He 3a OOHOU U3 OBYX
nBepeit, - yneibuyncs Hukonai. "Bor mOCTynUT Tak, Kak I0XKejaeT, HO APyrue MOTyT He
cornacuThes. JI1000i MOKET COTHYThL 3eMJTIO, JIe[] ¥ OTOHb, HO TOJIbKO CBET MOXKET CO37aTh JepeBo ".

- TeMHOe CyIIeCTBO, YUTAIOIlEe YIYEHUS CBETA, - PACCMESIJICS AyX C HEeIoOAeIbHEIM BecenbeM. - Torma
B YeM noaBox?«bor coenaeT, 4To moxkenaeT, HO APYrHe MOTYT He COTlacUuThcs. JIto60i MoXKeT
COTHYTB 3€MJII0, JIe[] ¥ OTOHb, HO TOJIbKO CBET MOXKET CO3[aTh IePEeBO».

«TeMHOe CYIeCTBO, YHTAlOIlee YUeHUs CBeTa», — PAaCCMeSJICS OyX C HeNOoAeIbHbIM BECEIbeM. —
Torpma B 4eM noaBox?

<<OJI[H8.}K,'[[I>I MHE IIPUIIJIOCE BHEPUTHECA B UX PAIOBI, — o0bsicHMII Hukonai. «3To He UMeeT HUYero



00II1eTo C Y4eHueM O CBeTe, U ITOOCKa3Ka Onlna B MOHCTPE€ 3a OBEPLRIO. Hacrosmas mogckaska B TOM,
4YTO BETEP HE YIIOMHUHAJICA».

«OpuruHasabHBIM CTUX HE BKIIIOYaeT...»

«Y 9TOr0 €CTh UCTOPUYECKHE TPUYUHEI, IOTOMY YTO I[EPKOBb Hamucasa yyenue. OgHAKO 30eCh
OTCYTCTBYET 3JIeMeHT: BeTep. Te, KTO 0CO3HAET 3TO, MOT'YT HAalTH UCTUHHOE COKPOBHUIIE ITePBOTO
HCIIBITAHUS».

"W BHI gyMaeTe, YTO 3TOT YeJIoBEK OyheT 3HaTh?" — HaAysach AyX, Kpyxka BoKpyr Cepxuo, KOTOPHIT
cunbHO xMypuics. «Hy, oH ompeneneHHO puBIeKaTeleH», — OHa 00M3ana I'yosl.

— ¢ oTpexKy 3TOT A3BIK, €CJIU THI CAEIAEIIb 9TO ellle pa3, — Hukonmalt MaxHyJl pyKOH, U UX
TEeJIeIIOPTUPOBAIO 00PaTHO B TJIaBHYI0 KOMHATY. «[lei0 He B TOM, YTO OH y3HAET, a B TOM, UTO OH yXe
3HAET».

"ITpouisio HeCKOJIBKO MUHYT..."

«BOBIIMHCTBO HEOOLIEHUBAIOT €T0, HO 3TOT YeJIoBeK — renuit. OgHako oH, 6€3yCII0BHO, IOCTATOYHO
HauBeH, YTOOBI MAaCKUPOBATDb 3TOT UHTEIIEKT. Eciu Obl OH Obln 6€32KajIOCTEH, TO 3TOT MU IOMa Okl
B €r0 PYKH B MTHOBEHHUE OKa».

)%k

Cepxuo IOCMOTPEJI i B I71a3a, 3Has, YTO OHa FOBOPUT cepbe3Ho. KoHeuHOo, Banbkupus HUKOTIa He
OblyIa TeM 4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIi CcTal OBl IIYTUTh B TaKuX 00CTOSTENLCTBAX. HO, K CcoXaseHuo,
KaXXeTCs, YTO 3TO UCILITaHUE y2Ke TOCTUTIIO CBOEH I[eJI ¥ BO3ABUIJIO MeXKIy HUMU CTEHY.

— Moxer1ib, — YBEPEHHO CKa3all OH. «THl HAMHOT'O CUJIbHEE MEHS, II0O3TOMY MHE HEYEero gejiaTb».

[OnpeneneHHOE orpaHUYeHKe OBITI0 aKTUBUPOBaHO. Te, Y KOT0 OJHA U Ta JXKe OTIpaBHAas TOYKa, He
MOTYT HaBPeOUThb APYT OPYTY.]

"...KaK ymo6Ho", - ynbibHymack Bampkupus. «Torga MoxKellb pemaTh 6e3 cTpaxa. ITo He OBII0 OB
UCIIBITaHKEeM, eciu Obl ¥ TeOs He OBITI0 Apyroro BeI0OOpa, KpoMe KakK ClIeqoBaTh 3a MHOM».

— Bocc, — B3OXHYIT alIXMMUK, pa3BOas pyKaMmu. « MbI MOzKeM IomyMaTh 06 aToM BMecTe. ECTh IBe
IBEPH, U TO, UTO MBI pemruM, OyIeT 03HayaTh, YTO OJUH U3 HAC OYIET KUTh, a IPYTON YMPET».

— TBI TOTOB yMepeTh?

«...II0KA HET», — OTBETWJI OH. «BOT mo4yeMy JokeH ObITh APYroi ciocob o6oitu 3T0 Mecto. Ham
IIPOCTO HYKHO NIPUAYMaTh APYro# CI0Co0, YTOOE MEI 00a BEIKHUIIA».

«ITO CIUIIKOM OITHMHCTHUYHO, CerI/IO, d Thl YMHEE»,

«4l mOCTaTOYHO yMeH, YTOOBI 3aMETHUTh, UTO XO3SUH IIOA3EMENIbSI He YIIOMSHYJI, YTO KTO-TO U3 HaC
yMmupaeT. TeMHBEI MOHCTD MOKeT ObITh 3a OHOM U3 OBEPEM, HO 3TO He 03HAYaeT CMePTh. bonee
TOT'0, MBI [TIOHSITHS HE UMeeM, Kakas 3To OyZeT OBephb».

— 41 yXe 3HaI OTBeT.

"Bay..." AmxuMuK chenan nay3y. «Brl Breuyatnsere, 6occ. OgHaKO s He [yMalo, UTO B cOOUpaeTech
MHE pacCKa3blBaTh, BePHO?» Cepxuo moyecas 3aThIIOK.



— Her, 6yny, — Bapyr yneiOHyIack Banbkupust u yKa3ajla Ha JIEBYIO IBEPD. «B aTol mBepu
COKPOBHILIE, a B OPYTOil MOHCTP».

"OTKyna Thl 3Haeln?"

«JTOT CTUX IBIAETCSI MOLU(UKAIMell IePBOii CBAIIEHHOW KHUTH, BTOPOU I'1aBhl. Ha3BaHUe I1aBhH
Ha3blBaeTCs «3anafHasi epKOBb», OHO HallMCaHO XpellaMU-0CHOBaTeIIMU 3amafa. 9T0 COCTaBIIsgeT
COKPOBHUIIIE 3@ 3TOU [ABEPBIO».

— OTO CIIXIIKOM MPOCTO, — B3OOoXHYN Cepxuo. "4 He cornaceH."
IIOI‘;I?II

«9TO TeMOHMYeCcKas TEMHHUIIA, a He CBATasI. 3HAUUT, 9Ta 3arafka o3HadaeT 3JI0 I JeMOHUYECKUX
cymecTB. Ecnu aT0 meficTBUTENbHO 3anafHast LIepkoBb, 3HAYUT, 3a IBEPHIO CIIEBA HAXOOUTCS TEMHOE
CYIIECTBO».

— ...THI IIpaB, — CKa3aJjla OHa C IOHUMaIOIIel YILI0OKOM. «f paf, YTO TH 3TO MOHI. MHade s Ov He
ckazay Tebe ImpaBay».

«Bamm ucnbITaHUS CTaHYT OIS MEHS CMepThio, 60cc», — B3noxHyn Cepxro. «OMHAKO MEL HE MOXKEM
OBITH YBEPEHEI, YTO 3TO NPABUJIbHBIA OTBET. KpoMe TOro, 0CcTaeTcst BONPOC: KTO OYAEeT cpaXkaThCs C
TEMHBIM CYyILIeCTBOM?»
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