«4 oTepsiT KOHTPOIb Hafl MACTOJIETOM AYIIH, KOTOPHIM, KaXKeTCs, peaTupyeT Ha MOU SMOIUH. 51
mpocTo 6osiics. ITpotry mpouieHusi», — coiran Cepxuo, OTOMY 4TO TIpaBaa Obiyia 6ojiee XKanKou.
Banbkupus mocMoTpesia Ha Hero, Ipex;ye YeM KeCTOM [T0Ka3ajla OCTAJbHEIM YHTH, BKITo4as Kcu.

«$1 TOHMMAI0, YTO Y BaC €CTh HepellleHHbIe TPOOIeMEl C 3TUM MYKUYMHOW», — CKa3aJla OHa, IIpex[e
YyeM II0JI0KUTE PYKY Ha ero JIUI0, ¥ OHO Hayasio 3aXKuBaTh. «OIHAKO ThI JOJIKEH MTOHSATH, YTO THI
MOJKeH BLIOPAThCS M3 JIOBYIIKH, KOTOPYIO OH PacCTaBUII 7 Te0s».

“JloBy1uKa...?"

«9TO CUNIbHAS CTOPOHA TOKCHYHBIX JIIOfer», — B3OOXHYJa Banbkupus, npexage 4eM ee pykKa
IIPOTSIHY/IACh U B3siya ero. « MeHsI HUKOTHAa He JTI00UIM MO POOUTENH, KOTOPHIE CUUTAJIH, YTO TaKue
BEIIY [eIal0T MeHs CIa0bIM. JTO 3aCTaBIISAI0 MEHS XKaXJaTh BCeOOIero BHUMaHUsI, JOCTATOYHOT O
1T TOTO, YTOOBI IeflaTh YTO YTOMHO...» IPYTOM PYKOU OHa IOOHsIa eTr0 pyKaB, 00HaXas ero IIpaMHl.
"...laxe HaHOCs cebe Bpemd."

Cepxuo B3OPOTHYJI ¥ OTOPOCUII PYKY, KaK HCIyTaHHBIM MOHCTP. ET0 cepatie 3abuiock, Korga oH
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI ce0s1 pa3feThM U YBUAEHHBIM €10, HO OH He BUEJ HUKAKOTO OTBPAIIEeHUs B €€ Tla3aX.

«41 6orock yMepeTs, Cepxro, HO g IPOHO0JIKa O0POTHCS, TIOTOMY YTO MEHS YUUIIX, YTO GOJIb
03HayaeT J1000Bb. MBI OIMHAKOBEL, 51 ¥ TH», — CKa3ajla OHa, CHOBa IIPOTATHBAs eMy PyKy. «HUKTO
IpPYyTOoi He TTIOMMeET Haten 60Im».

Cepxuo TOCMOTPEIT Ha ee PYKY, a 3aTeM Ha ee TonyOrle ¥ HeXKHEIe T71a3a. Ee Bolock O COOpaHH B
XBOCT, Pa3BeBAIOIIUICS 10 BETPY, a Ha ee JINIIe MOSIBUIIOCh 'PYCTHOE BRIpaxkeHue. 3aTeM OHa

OTHOEPHYJIA PYKY.

«4l MOHMMal0, YTO THI ellle He TOTOBa K 3TOMY», — I'PYCTHO yNbIOHynack Banbkupus. «OgHakKo s 0yny
3pmech papu Te0s1, 0XKupmasi, Korna Thl BO3bMEITh MEeHS 3a PYKY».

3aTeM Banbkupus yiuia, ocTaBuB Cepxuo Co CBOUMU MBIC/IAMU. ETo Tesno onupasnock Ha nepusa, a
pPyKa cXkaJach B KyJlakK, KOTOPEIM OH YIapuil IO OePeBy.

Cepxuo He MOT HaWTH CJIOB, YTOOBI BRIPA3UTh TO, YTO OH 4yBCTBOBaa. OOHAKO 3TO OB € [MHCTBEHHBIN
pas, Korga KTO-TO YBHUAEJ €T0 IIpaMbl ¥ He OTBEPHYJICS, @ BMECTO 3TOT0 IMpuHsI ero. OgHAKO OH BCe
etrfe OB CAMIIKOM HaIlyTaH, YTOOB IPUHSTD UX.

Hukoraii men yepe3 narepb OPOAsr B MaCKe-0UUCTHTeNNe. 3a HUM TalllU/Id TPYIl TUT@HTCKOTO
MOHCTPa, U3 KOTOPOT'0 UCXOAXJIa ThMa U yKacHas BOHb TYXJIOTO Msica.

"Coap Hcnonuutens!" — KPUKHYJ KallTaH, Ipexkae YeM OTHaTh eMy HeyOeouTeIbHOe IIPUBETCTBHE,
Ha 4TO0 HuKoIai 0TBeTUI KUBKOM. 3aTeM OH OPOCHII TEJIO Iepel KaluTaHOM, ¥ OCTaJIbHEIE
3aKpuyasu OT CTpaxa.

"9T0... TEMHOE CyI1ecTBO!"
«4l mymar, 4To 9TH Belu 6eCcCMepTHHI, IIOTOMY YTO HU OflHA CTUXHUS He JefCTBYeT IPOTUB HUX...»
"mnoT, ecTh eNUHCTBEHHOEe ucKiIoudeHue! CBaToi ajeMeHT!"

Hukonall mo4YTy NONPABUII UX, YTO OPYTOM 3/IEMEHT MOXKET YHUYTOXKUThH TEMHOE CYILECTBO, OoJee
cunbHy0 TbMY. Ero MckyccTBa Be3mHbl ObII0 JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOH TOOEIUTH THhMY J1I0060T0 U3 3TUX
MOHCTPOB.



— Bpopun 6511M3K0 K arepo, HO TEMHBIX CYIECTB Obll0 Oosbiile, — cooOIun HuKomai XpUIisM U
XPHUIIJTBIM TOI0COM. «$1 60I0CH, YTO HEKOTOPHIE TPOHUKIIA B PYUHBI».

"9TOro He MOXKeT OBITh!" — CO CTpaxoM 3aKpryas KanuTaH. — MEI IOJIZKHEL UYTO-TO C 9TUM CHeNaTh,
cop UcnonuuTtens!

«f He MOOUUHSIOCH BAlllUM KOMaHMaM, SI3bIYHUK», — BHIIJIIOHYTT HUKONail B METKOX POJIEBOX UTPe
HAJMEHHOTO CBsIIeHHUKa. «OgHAKO MHE ITOPY4YeHO Mo6eIuTh ThMY U3 3TOM 3eMJu. MHe HYKHO
OymeT BOWTH BO BHYTPEHHUM TOPOI».

- Ax, 370 OBLIO OBl HEMHOTO...

— 4 He BceMorymui 60T, KOTOPHIM MOXKET YOUTh YymOBUIIE, HE HAaXOISICh PSIOM C HUM, — ITOKa4all
rosyioBoit Hukomnawt. «JIu6Go TH IOBefeIbh MeHs BIepe, Tu00 s OTIIPABIIOCH Ha CIIeAYIOIIYI0 MUCCHIO.
9T0 OYKBAJIbHO TBOU ITOXOPOHBI».

«Hert, Het! 4 morumaro, cap! OmHAKO MBI JOJIKHBI UCIT0IH30BaTh OCTAIBHEIX OPOOST, YTOOB HAUTH
MOHCTpPa KakK MOxHO OpicTpee. [Ixeddpu, cobepu momer! »

«41 mprUCOenUHIOCH K YeJI0BEKY, KOTOPOTO CIlac PaHee. S MOTY CKa3aTh, YTO OH BEPUT B CBATYIO
Tpoutly. IToaToMy oH GymeT mojie3Hee J1000T0 U3 Bac».

"Ax", KauTaH BHITJISIE] HEPEIIUTe/IbHO, IIPEeXKAe YeM OH B3TJIHYJI Ha TUTaHTCKUM TPYII TEMHOTO
cymecTBa. «4 noHuMar. [la 3aluTUT Hac CBET».

«CBeT 3allullaeT Bcex».

Hukomai cMOTpes1, Kak 1IeXOBUKH CIIEIINIIH, KaK 0e3roJioBhle HBIIIIATA, U coOupany Opomsr. [unbous
Baurup 3aHMMajach paCYUCTKOM PYUH, TaK YTO He OBIIO OMaCeHuM, YTO KTO-TO U3 MMOCTOPOHHUX UTO-
HUOYOb YKPa[eT, TOCKOIbKY CaMble OT/Ia/IeHHbIE PAlOHBI YK€ OBIJTA OIIYCTOIIEHH.

Yepes3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT K HEMY IIPUBEIM Jllla, KOTOPOTO BCe pa3fgpaxanu. TeM He MeHee, ero urpa
OblIa TaKzKe IIPEBOCXOMIHA B TOM CMEICTIE, UTO OH 0OJIblle TTOXOAXIT Ha 3a/I0KHUKA, YeM Ha ITapTHepa.

"Brl ToTOBBI?" — cripocun Hukoaii, u 3a60p KUBHYJI, Ipexke 4eM OPOCUTD B3TJISAM Ha BHYTPEHHIO
yacThb ropoga. «Torga gaBaiTe IMOMMaeM 3TO TEMHOE CYIIECTBO».

[Tocrnie U3BECTHS O TOM, UTO B PYUHHI IIPOHUKIIO TEMHOE CYILIECTBO, B Jlarepe MOAHSJIACh IOoJTHAS
TpeBora. ITo ObIJT HAUMXYOIINM clieHapuil u To, yero ['unbaus BaHrupos 6osmack 60bIle BCETO.

«J1oOpo moxkanoBaTh B pyuHbl AGanu, [lom XenmHeca», — YIALIOHYJICS Y€TT0OBEK, TPUHSIBIINH
Banbkupuio u ChIHA BUIle-MacTepa runbauu, Mkapa ['puropaca. «JInst MeHst 0ombiast 4eCTh OBIThH
BLIOPAHHBIM [IJIST BAIIIETO COIPOBOXKOEHUS».

«4l ymOCTOEH 4eCTH, TakK KaK Thl CTajl JOBOJIBHO U3BECTHHLIM II0CJIe TOT0, KaK Halllell IyTh Yyepes
Benukoro HeBupuMoro», — ynelOHyMach BanbKupusi, moxXuMas eMy PyKy. «f1 MpoIy mpoIieHus 3a
TO, YTO 0OPEMEHSIT Ballly TUIBAUI0 CBOMM IIPUCYTCTBHEM».

— C To0oi1 HET TaKOM Bely, KaK OpeMsi, — MUPOKO yibeIOHyICcA MKap. «4 Oosblle yBepeH, 4TO eCNU
YTO-TO CIIyUYMUTCS, BB OyfieTe 37eCh, YTOOHI 3AIUTUTH HACY.

«OT MeHs MaJo TOJKY, cap Mkap, — paccMmesinack Banbkupusi. «OmHAKO 5 TaKXKe 37[eCh, YTOOB
MIOCIyIIATh O BalllX MPUKITIOYEHNIX Ha HUUEWHOUN 3eMie».



«$1 BCcero nuiiib MPOCTOM YEJIOBEK, HO 5 IOMIEII0Ch CBOUMU 3HAHUSIMHU C [JoMoM XeIHeC B J1000M
IeHb», — cKa3ajl MKap g0 TOro, Kak B ABEPh IOCTy4Yanu. — [[OKTagbiBail, — CKa3asl OH C XOJIOJHBIM
BBEIPpAKEHHUEM JIHIA.

IIBepb OTBOPHUIACH, ¥ BHYTPh IOCIIEIINIT Phllaph. MyKYMHA CPeIHUX JIET IPOIIENTa YTO-TO Ha YXO
Vikapy, mpexpe 4eM KPacUBBEIA MyKUYKMHA YOUBJIEHHO OTKPHII I'1a3a. MyK4YnHA CPeIHUX JIET YTO-TO
npoturenTtan Mkapy Ha yxo, IpexXae YeM KpacaBel] YOUBJIEHHO IIeIKHY TTla3aMu.

«TeMHOe CyIeCcTBO IIOKMHYJI0O He3prMoe U BOIIO B PYUHBI?» — CIIPOCHUJI OH BCJIyX, U YJI€H TUJIbOAUN
B3IJIAHYJ Ha Banbkuputo, npexge yeM KUBHYTh. "Kakoe XJIONOTHOE [eso," B3HoxHy MKap.

Banpkupus yneiOHyIach, IOTOMY YTO 3HaJIa, YTO OH PACKPHIT OTYET TOIBKO [IJIST TOTO, YTOOH OHa
BMeIllayiack. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MKap 3HaJj, YTO OHa ObljIa OMHOW W3 HEMHOTHX 00JIafaTeIbHUI CBATOM
00KEeCTBEHHOCTH.

«41 Mory OBITH YeM-TO BaM I10JIe3Ha», — CKa3aJjla OHa, IIpexKfe 4eM BCTaTh. «f Oymy maTpynupoBaTh
TEPPUTOPUIO CO CBOUM OTPSAAOM. MBI 1103a00TUMCSI 0 TEMHOM CYIlIeCTBE BMECTO Bac, pa3 YK BhI OBIIIN
TaK ILIEeJIPHl C HAMU».

"9TO meNCTBUTENBHO ObIIO OBl 0YEHB MOoJIe3HO0!" — mpocusin MKap, xmonas B Tafouid. «MoxkeT OBITh,
IIOCJIe 3TOTO MBI CMOXKEM MOJAEIUThCI UCTOPUSIMHU, €CIIA XOYEIllb».

3aTeM BanbKupust U3BUHUIIACH U MTOKUHYJIA BDEMEHHBIHN TI0CT, YTOOB BOCCOEMUHUTHCS C OCTAIbHOM
YaCThIO CBOEH T'PYIIIEI, KOTOPAs BHITJISAAeNa JOBOIbHO CKydaromied. KOcu yxaxkuBaja 3a aIXUMHUKOM,
IEeNCTBYS C HUM IOBOJIbHO OJIU3KO.

«Y Hac eCTb MUCCHSI», — CKa3aJjia OHa, ¥ BCe BCKOYHUIIM Ha HOTHU. «B PYyHHaX eCThb TEMHO€ CYIIeCTBO.
KOcu u g BO3rimaBUM [IB€ KOMAHIHI, KOTOPEIE IIOIIBITAIOTCA BBICIIEOUTEL €r0».

3aTeM OHU pPas3meNuIuCh Ha ABe KoMaHakl. [Is 6anmanca u rapMonun Cepxuo u Banbkupus ObIn
eIUHCTBEHHLIMH B CBOEHM KOMaHMe. ITO OyOeT OTINYHEIN [IAHC 3AIUTUTh aJIXUMUKA OT TEMHOTO
CYIIIeCTBa, KOTOPOE HAIyTalio ero, ¥ 9TO 3aCTABUT €T0 JTOBEPUTHCS eH.

«f] 3Ha, YTO TH XOTes MOUTH ¢ FOcu», — cKa3aa OHa, I0Ka OHU CMOTpPEJIH, KaK OCTaJIbHBIEe YXOHAT.
«BrI iBO€ MOBOIBHO O/1M3KK. BEI mapa?»

"A? Het!" — c maHUKOU OTpUIIAJ aJIXMMUK. BanbKUpHUs Clerka paccMmesiyiach Hafi er0 HeBUHHOU
peakigen, mpexae 4YeM OTIIPAaBUTHCS B PYUHEL.

«3JT0 OymeT maHc 10O0POTH TBOM cTpaxu, Cepxuo», — CKa3alia OHa, Be[s ero I0 IIaBHOM I0POKKe.
«41 Oymy CyOuTh, IOCTOMHEI TN BEI 30ECH».

— Yero uMeHHO 9 OB OB JOCTOUH?

«4 nmpoTsiHy”n Tebe PyKy, U 51 He MOBePSI0 HUKOMY APYTOMY CHeJlaTh 9T0. TO MO3BOJIUT MHE Y3HATh,
IIPaBUJIBHO JIM S MOCTYIMIL. 3alllUTU MEHS, aJIXUMUK».

Banbkupusi cMOTpesia, KakK KpaCUBBEIM MOJIO[IO YeJIOBEK HEPBHO CTIaTHIBAET C YIbIOKON. OHa He
arana, Ho Y Hee ObUT ¥ {pyro# nnaH. Cepxuo momo6us O6sl ee 6orblne, eciiu OBl € yaanoCh CIacTu
€ro, ToKa OH ObIJI B 3aTPYOHUTEJILHOM IT0JI0KEHUH.

Hukomait HaOmofan 3a 6poasraMu, OXBaTHIBAIOIIMMHU KaXKIbIM IIePeyIoOK PYUH B IIOKMCKaX TEMHOTO
CyILIeCTBa. ITO MOTJIO BHIMTH 3a PAaMKU €ro IMIPexKHUX 0KKUOaHUM, HO CcTpaxa He ObIJI0, IIOTOMY YTO



TEMHOT'O CyIIECTBa HE CyIIeCTBOBAJIO.

IInaH cOCTOSI B TOM, YTOOKI UCIIOJIh30BATh OJHOT'O U3 €TI0 MOHCTPOB-HEXKUTH, YTOOBI aTaKOBATh IIeJib,
KOTOpPYIO BbIﬁpaJ'I Jm1. K coxkaneHnio, OHN OBITIM He HaegnHe, IIO3TOMY IIPUIIJIOCE KPATKO OTYUTATHCA.
Hukonato IIPpUIIJIOCE IIPHU3HATH, YTO JIy4Ille 130aJI0BaHHOM KY4YKHU OBOPAH CIIaCTHU OBLIIO HEKOTO.

«THI momKeH OBITH CITaCcUTeNeM», — cKalasl Hukosmal 3a00py. « Bl HOMKHEI TOCTATOYHO IOBEPSTh
MHe, HO BaM He HYXKHO ITOABEPraTh CBOIO XKM3Hb OMTACHOCTH. MCIIONb3yHTEe CBOU ITyJIH, YTOOHI IIOMACTh
TyHa, Kyfa s BaM CKaxy, ¥ K KOHITY CEeTOMHSIIIHET0 IHS Bbl CTAaHETE repoeM».
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