«Tb(y», — MPOCTOHAJ CBSAIIEHHUK, KOTMa JIII HIBLIPHYJI €0 B JIATePHBIN JT1a3apeT. JIII C HEHABUCTHIO
IIOCMOTpPEJT Ha MYXKYHUHY, TpeXkae YeM B3moxXHyTh. OH HAIIPaCHO IOIBEPTrasl OIIAaCHOCTH CBOIO KWM3Hb,
4yTOOBI CITACTH OPYIOTO.

2Ku3Hb Hay4mIa ero nyqiiemy.

Ol He MOXKET BCIIOMHUTD, KakK 3TO Ha4aj0Ch, HO KAKMM-TO 06pa30M OH Hay4HUJICS HEe GLITh TepoeM.
Brinu BpeMeHa, KOTHa B IeTCTBE OH IIPUTBOPSICS UM, a CecTpa ero xBanuia. Ho ato 6ru10 1o TOTO,
KakK ee yOuna OaHna Xaiina.

9TO0 BCerga 3acTaBlIsAJIo ero 3agyMaThCs, a He XKWJla JIM Bepa ero CeCTPel B HEM TOJIBKO TOTAa, Korga
oHa OnlyTa 2KuBa. [locie ee cMepTH JII He MOT BCIIOMHHUTD, KaK CII0XKHUIIACh XKU3Hb, OMHAKO OH
TIOMHUT, YTO eMy HyKHO ObIJI0 U3MEHUTHCS, U OH 3TO CHeall.

Taxk 911 u3 TIyIoro Maab4YUIIKK IPEeBPaTUIICS B 3a00pIIrKa, KOTOPHEIY yOHUBaI TEX, KTO eMy yTrpoxkall.
OpHako, Korfia OH, HaKOHell, CoOOUpascs OTOMCTHUTD, JIII MTOHSJ, YTO HEKOTOPhIE BEIlld 0TKa3bIBAIOTCS
MEHSIThCS.

«4l cmenan To, YeM TH TOpOUIIbCS, Mapu», — B3JOXHYJI 3a00p, ITOI0KUB T'OJIOBY Ha pyKu. — Kak
HAC4yeT TOTO, YTOOHI C 9TOT0 MOMEHTA THI II03BOJIMJI MHE 3alIUINATh CBOIO 3aHUILY?

OuI BOpYyT BCIIOMHUJI TAPHS, KOTOPHIM CKa3anl eMy, 4To Xaln OymeT 3nech. B0 BpeMs, Koraa oH
TaK¥Ke IIoMor eMy cbexaTh OT TOPOACKOM cTpaxu. Ho Bce, 4To CBsI3aHO ¢ Mapuel, mo4yeMy-To
3acTaBiIsieT ero BIafgaTh B CKPHITYI0 HAUBHOCTb.

"Bl 3gech!" — 3akpuyas 4ea0BeK, BOLIEIINY B Jla3apeT. «f gymar, Tl yMep, IbITasiCh CTaTh
repoem! Kpome TOro, Tl He paHeH?»

D1 MOTHSIT TOJI0BY, YTOOR HAWTH YelloBeKa B MOCIeXaX, CaMOTr0 CHUJIbHOTO U3 ero TPyIILL. I1oxoxe,
MM y[aJI0Ch BEPHYThCS PaHbIIe HUX, U Y Ollla OCTAJICS HETPUSATHEIN 0CANOK, KOT[a C HUM
o0palamTcs KakK C TepoeM.

«MHe TI0Be3J10», — CKa3aJl JIIl, He XKeJjas TOBOPUTH OobIle. «f moiay maTpyIupoBaTh JIec.
[T03a00ThECSE 00 3TOM CBAIIEHHUKE.

«[ToueMy THI TOPONHUINLCS, CTPETIOK?» — CIIPOCHJI TOJIOC II03a[lU YeJI0BeKa B JOCIeXaX. JIiI
HaXMYPHJICS ¥ OCTAaHOBHUJICS, HAIIPABIISSACh K OBEPH, KOTHa BHYTPh BOLIEN KaMUTaH. «& CIIBIIIAN O
TOM, YTO IIPOU3OIIITIO.

«Hudero He Mpou301LI0», — CEPAUTO TOCMOTPENT O, B3TJITHYB Ha YeJIoBeKa B Joclexax. JTa
cobaka mmocrenuia cooOImTh 0 Cay4yuBuieMcs: Baurup ['unbauy BMeCTo TOT0, YTOOBI HCIIOIH30BAThH
3TO0, 4TOOB 00MaHyTh UX. ITOT YeJI0BEK OblsT OecxpebeTHEIM TPYCOM, CyIuil 3a60p.

— BBI CKPHITHBIM YeI0BeK, — MPUILYPUII I'1a3a KanuTtaH. «Tebsg nHTepecoBasa ThMa, a TeTePh ThI
IIBITAEIILCS CKPHITH TO, YTO TaM IIPOU3OILIO0. £ X049y 3HATh, IIOUYEMY».

OIII HEe OTBETUII. DTO BHITJISENIO IIJI0X0 OJI HETO, TaK KaK OH He XOTeJ O6'bHCH$ITb, Imo4yeMy TbMa
WTHOpPpHPOBAJla €ro. II71s1 HeTo 3TO He UMEJIO CMEICIIA, ¥ OH He XOTeJI JaBaTh UM II0BOJ MCIIOI30BaTh
€ro CHOBa.

OTH SI3BIKM MOTYT 0Ka3aThCsl HEMUIIOCEPAHBIMU B CIIEAYIOIIUN pas.

«41 mobegun TEMHOE CYIIEeCTBO C TIOMOIIBIO CBATHIX IYJIb», — YCMEXHYJICS Il «ITU OaHOUTEL OBLIN



yOUTHL UM, U Tenepb He 0 4eM OeCIIOKOUTHCS».

"Brl cunbHEE IIeCTUREeCATH OaHAUTOB?" — yCMeXHYJICS KalluTaH, UAS BIIepeN, ¥ ero pykKa CXBaTuia
Omra 3a ropyo. — Kak HacueT Toro, 4To0bl TOMPO0OOBATh CONraTh Mmonyulle? PaccKaxu MHE, UTO TaM
IIPOU3OILJIO.

O YyBCTBYET, KaK ero JIeTKUM He XBaTaeT BO3AyXa, KOT{a MyKYKMHa JepKaj ero ynyIaoiuM
3axBaToM. OOHAKO eMy He IIPUIIIO B TOJIOBY PACKPHITh, YTO TaM IIPOMU3OIII0, TIOTOMY YTO 3TO
IIPO3BY4asio ObI KaK JIOXKE.

«MHe HYKHO aTaKOBaTh», — peIun 3a60p, Koraa CIpsiTaHHOE OPyXKHUe BOT-BOT CKOJIb3HET EMY B
pPyKy. Ho TYT B IBepsX MOSIBUJICS MyKYUHA.

"f1 3mech!" — KPUKHYJ MyK4KHa, BXxofs. KamuTaH HaXMypPHUIICS U IIOBEPHYJICS K JBEpHU, YTOOH HaUTHU
yeJioBeKa B MacKe. OII eiBa OTKPLUI I'1a3a, YTOOH YBUAETH, KTO 3TO, HO HE CMOT UX y3HaTh. — AX, 5
YTO-TO IIPEePLIBal0?

"KTo TBI?" — CBHPEIIO ITIOCMOTPEIT Ha KalluTaHa, oTOpackBas Jia. «ITa Macka...» ero riasa
pacCIIUpPUINCh, KOTa MyKUMHa BOLIENI B KOMHATY, IIPUCEB PSIAOM C JIIEM.

"¢ mpyr 3TOTrO YesoBeKa," cKa3aa BHOBh IMPUOLIBIINAN. — A ellle ST UCIIOTHUTEIb, — HeOpexkKHO cKa3all
MyXK4uHa. Ol OB COUT C TOJNKY, KOTla OTKPHIJ I'/1a3a, HO OH MOT BUMETh, KaK KalUTaH TPSICETCS O[T
CBOUM YTIJIOM.

— HcnonHuTENb? — HEIOBEPYKUBO TPOOOPMOTAIT YJIeH TUJIbOUU. — ThI TOT, KTO YOUJT TEMHOE
CyILecTBO?

"[1erCTBUTENBHO, 5," 9K3€KyTOp MOOHSJICSI Ha HOTH. «f IMOIIPOCUJII 3TOr0 MOJIOAOTO YeJloBeKa CKPHITh
3TOT (paKT, II0Ka 5 He IPEeACTaBioCh. f He XOTeJI, YTOOBl XOAWIN CIIyXU».

— 4l... moHKMMal, — CIJIOTHYJI KalluTaH, ero rjia3a MeTaJuCh IO0BCIOAY. "3HAUUT JIU 3TO... YTO 3TU
cyIiecTBa 30ech?"

— [la, cpenu Bac mpsYeTCs OfWH, — ITOMHSI HaJlell UCIIOTHUTEND. «4 3ech, YTOOR U30aBUTHCS OT
Hero. OMHAKO $ T0JIara, Bel IOHUMAaeTe, YTO MHE HYKHO Ballle COTPYOHUYECTBO. B MpOTHBHOM
CIyd4ae... IepKOBb He OyIeT MUTIOCEepOHa».

Teno KanutaHa APO02KaJio, IMpexae 4eM OH GBICTpO KHUBHYVII. JIII MOHATHS He UMEJI, YTO IIPOUCXOOUT U
KTO TaKOM UCIOMHUTENL. OQHAKO KallMTaH CUJILHO U3BUHUIICS mepen TeM, KaK OCTAaBUTE UX B IIOKOE.

"KT0 THI?" — crpocui J1I, TOTJHUMASCh C OOHOU U3 KpoBaTell. «fl HUKOra He BCTpedasics ¢ ToOO0H,
TaK II0YeMY THl COJITaJl, YTOOB! 3ALIUTUTH MEHS ?»

— ITO He Ayyllee MECTO A7 00CYXKIeHus TaKuX Belllel, — MyKYMHA TPUITOKHUIT ITajiel] K MackKe.
"[laBaiiTe HaeM YeOUHEHHOE MECTO, XOPOIIo?"

"¢1 Tebe He moBepsIO."

«Torma s CKaXy UM, 9TO ThEI TEMHO€E CYIIIECTBO. Tak 4To0 CHGJIYI;I 3a MHOIM BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI OBITH
IDUHUYHBIM peﬁeHKOM».

B ToM, KaK 3TOT 4eJI0BEeK TOBOPHII C HUM, Obl/Ta HEKOTOpasi HeOPeKHOCTh, 3aCTaBIIsAs JIla
YyBCTBOBATh, YTO OH y3Has ero. Ho, K coxaneHuto, yrpo3a Takxke cpaboTaa, He OCTaBUB eMy



apyroro BBI60pa, KpOME KaK CJIedOBaTh 3d 3TUM yenoBekoM.Ho, K coxaneHuro, yrpo3a cpa60TaHa n
He O0CTaBHJIa eMy OApyroro BBI60pa, KpPOME KaK CJIeAOBAaTh 3d 3TUM YEJIOBEKOM.

Hx 1enbio OblIa OKpawHa PYWH, BIUIOTH OO 3a0POILIEHHOT0 JOMa. Bpoasiry v 4ieHsl THIbAUN
UCITyTaHHO MOTJISIbIBAJIUA B UX CTOPOHY, HO JIII HE TOHUMAJT ITI0YeMy.

«HcnomHUTENM — 9TO HemaBHSS Mpodeccus, u3BeCTHasE HeOObINOoN 3/1uTe. LIepKoBb BOOPYKHUIIA UX
OpyXHeM [IJIs eQUHCTBEHHOM 3aJayur: OXOTHl Ha TEMHBIX CYIIeCTB. Te, KTO IPOTUBOCTOUT IajiayaM,
OynyT ux COOOIIHUKAMHU, U IIEPKOBb BHICTIEOUT UX».

— OT0 00BSICHIET CTPaxXu 3TOTO0 YOJIIOKA, — BEILIIOHY J1II, TN MyK4YUHe B ClIUHY. — OgHAKO YTO
OT MEeHS HYXKHO [yIIeNPUKa3YuKy?

«4 x04y, 9TOOHI TH 3aKPBIJI CBOM POT, ITOKA MBI He OKaXKeMCs Iie-HuOyIb HaeouHe», — CKa3aj
MyXK4YMHA, ¥ I HaXMYPHUJICS, IOTOMY 4TO Ha 3TOT KPAaTKUI MOMEHT OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 9TO KTO-
TO, KOTO OH 3Hal.

Hakownelr ouu mo6panuck [0 3a0pOIIeHHOT0 foMa. MCIIoIHUTe b BOIEes BHYTPb, JIII IIOCIeIoBal 3a
HUM. MyXK4lHa CEKyH[y AepzKaJjl CTeHy, IpeXkae 4eM B3[0XHYTh U IOBEPHYTLCI K HEMY.

«MBI HaKOHEI-TO OCTaIUCh OJHM, JII», — CKa3aJl MyK4lHa, CHUMas MackKy. PoT O1ma OTKphLICS
IOCTaTOYHO IIUPOKO, YTOOBI BMECTUTD W10, KOTTIa JIMYHOCTh MYKYKUHBI PACKPHIIACh.

)k

— THl... THL... YTO THI 3[IeCh ienaelb? 3a00p yKa3rBan Ha Hukosas mocyie Toro, Kak OH CHSIJT Macky.
9T0 ObIJTa OHA U3 MACOK JKPEIoB, HO 6e3 CBITOM BOMEL.

- ¢ mpuaepKUBaOCh HAIIKX IJIaHOB, BEPHO? - YIBIOHYICS HuKoma, XBaTast CTy/, YTOOH CECTh. -
OnHako g He MOT'Y ITOBEPUTh, YTO BBl HACTOJIBKO TJIYIIH], YTOOHI IPUITH CIOfla B ONUHOYKY.- YOIIIONOK!
- CBUPENO KPUKHYI I, Ipexye yeM OpocuThCs xBaTaTh Hukonas. - ITo TH yOexkas, HUUero He
ckazas! [Ipomisio ykKe HECKOJIBKO MECSIEB C Halllel OCIefHeN BCTPeYy, TakK YTO Y MeHS He ObIJI0
BEIOOpa, KpOMe Kak MpuiTu ogHoMy!- Teneps monerde. S TOMbKO 4TO criac Tebe XKU3HB! - YIBIOHYIICS
Huxkornai. Ou1 CIUTIOHYJT ¥ OTIIYCTHII €T0, TIOOMAS K cTeHe U 6opMoyda cebe 1ox HOC B OTYASTHUY.

"CBOJI0YB!" — cepauTOo MOCMOTPEN I, pexkae YeM 6POCUTHCS CXBAaTUTh HuKkomasi. «TH TOT, KTO
y6exas, Huuero He cKa3aB! [TpoIum MecsIIE C TeX 0P, KakK MBI B ITOCTIETHUN pa3 BCTPEYalIuCh,
TI03TOMY Y MeHS He ObIJIO IPyToro BEIOOPa, KpoMe Kak MPUUTH OOuH!»

«Tenepsb monerye. 4 TOIBKO YTO crac Tebe XKU3Hb!» yiabIOHYICS HUKOMaM. 11 CIUTIOHYIT U OTIIYCTHIT
€ero, TOofOIIeN K CTeHe ¥ pa3ApaxkeHHOo 4To-To 6opmoueT cebe mop Hoc.

— Tl BRIMNISAOUIIG OPYTUM, — CKa3aJsl Jlll, YCIOKOUBIINCE. «[loyeMy Thl HOCHUIIB 3Ty MOBA3KY Ha
ronose? Y 4TO CIIy4MJIOCh C TBOUM JIULIOM?»

— HaBrik TpaHCchopmanuun, — B3goxHyn Hukonai. «OmHAKO 3TO CHenanio MeHs CUJIbHee U [ajl0 MHe
0o0JIbIIIe MIAHCOB IIPOTUB Xakma».

"ITaHc... mpoTuB Xanga?" — mpoOopMoTan I, MPexkae 4eM PacX0X0TaThCsl. — Xa-Xa-Xa, TH
cyMacIlefmunii!

- TBI TOT, KTO XO4ET YOUTDh €T0 CTUXUUHBIMU IYJISIMH, - yCMexXHYyIcss Hukonai, He 06uxkasich. «f xouy
3HaTh, UTO BBl PACKPBUIN».



— Kak 6ynTo s moBepu 61 Tebe mociie TOro, Kak MOsIBUIICS BHE3AMHO, OIeIHbIH, Kak Tpyn! —
CKa3aJl JI IIoCJle TOro, Kak IepecTas CMedaThes. «4 caM YHU4TOXKY Xalfa, faxe eClIu MHe IPUETCS
OTHAThb CBOIO KU3Hb».

— 4 yBepeH, 4TO 9TO Balll eUHCTBEHHEBIN IIJTaH, — II0Ka4dasl rojioBod Hukonai. «Thl X04ellb
OTOMCTHUTH, @ 5 X0y TOT0, UTO eCTh y Xakma. EquHCcTBeHHAs MPUYKMHA, IT0 KOTOPOM MBI MOXKeM ObITh
BparaMu, B TOM, 4YTO 5 BOPOHa».

«B03MOXKHO, fa», — cKalasl JII, IpexXe YeM IOTHSITh IUCTONET. «f X0uy 3HATh, TOEe ThI OBIII.
IeHbI'¥ MOTYT U3MEHUTD JII000T0, ¥ THl MOXKEIIh OBITh 3[[€Ch, UTOOH YOUTH MEHS».

«Ax, ma. Xaup oracaeTcs Balllei MMOMBITKY YOUMWCTBA U [TOCIal MEHS Clofa, YTOOHl IIOMeIIaTh BaM.
9TOT YeNnoBeK Jaxe He MOXKET CIIaTh 110 HOYaM, IIOTOMY YTO GOUTCS Balllel CUJIBI».

Ero capka3sm 3acTaBui Jllla IOKPaCHETh, IPeXkae 4YeM OH OIyCTUI IUCTOoeT. HUKOIau CIBILMINT, KaK
oH 6opMoueT cebe ol HOC C YSI3BJIEHHOM IOPAOCTHIO, BRIT/ISAAS KaK BTOPOCOPTHEIH yOuiIa.

— V MeHd ToXe He CIMIIKOM MHOTO OXMAaHUMN, — nmpobopMoTas Jil. — 3HA4uT, ¥ Tebs ToXKe HeT
IIaHCcoB. Torma 3aueM TH 3[eCh?

— V MeHd ecTb IJIaH, KakK nodenuTs Xalifa, — cka3an Hukomnai, packKuHYB pyKu. «Mul ciabee
KPUMHUHAJILHOTO aBTOPUTETA, II03TOMY [OJKHEI IeHICTBOBATh C YMOM. Y Hac HET BO3MOXKHOCTU YOUTH
€ro, I03TOMY BCe, UYTO HaM HYXKHO CHeaTh, 3TO...»
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