— TIpeTeHIMO3HEE YOIIOOKY, — BRIILTIOHYT JIII, U Yepe3 KYCTH, BCe ellle HallPaBJIsas MUCTONET
BIIepen. «f1 Toxe UAMOT, Pa3 He JePXKY SA3HK 3a 3y0amu».

Jlec OBIT HA TPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOM CTOPOHE OT TOTO MECTa, Iie OH XOTeJl ObITh. BOPOHKI JOTKHE CKOPO
HayaTh OBUKEHME, HO HUKOI{a He Yepe3 KaKuxX-To OAHTUTOB B JIECY.

om OTJIAHYIICA U YBUOEJI, YTO OCTAJIbHbBIE 6p0}1${1"I/I CIIegyIoT 3a HUM, U HEKOTOPhIE N3 HUX
YBAXKUTEJIbHO KUBHYJINA €MY. HI/IKOMy 13 9TUX JIIOJIEN He HPABUJIKUCh YJIEHLI TUJIBOUU, U OJIA dmra
MOTJIO OBITH HEeIlJI0XO0, €CJIM €T0 CYUTAaJIX repoeM HJIM 4YEeJIOBEKOM CO CTEPZKHEM.

3areM opuH U3 6PONSAT MOJHSII CBOM JIYK U IIYCTUJ CTpeity B Oura. Ero riasa pacumpuiuce, HO
CTpesia IIPOCBUCTENIa MEMO HETO, TIOTIaB BO YTO-TO BIIEPEMH.

"AAAA!" — 3aKpuyan KTo-TO, ITafiasi C iepeBa, U ero Irpyab CTaja Cepou OT CTPEJIbl. 3aTEM Y
MYy2KYMHBI HaYaIuCh CYAOPOTH, U OH YMED.

— OT0, HOMXKHO ObITH, OMUH U3 X Pa3BEeOUUKOB! — 00BSIBUII IYYHUK, IIIaTHYB BIepen, 4ToObl 3a0paTh
CBOIO cTpeny. «Bynb 0cTOpokeH. YneHsl THIIBIUN MOTYT OBITh BLICOKOMEDHBEIMY, HO BPS[ I OHU
omwubaloTCsa», — CKasasl JIyYHUK Oy,

— Cnacu6o, — KMBHYJI JII MyKUYKUHE, KOTOPHIN YIBIOHYJICS ¥ BEPHYJICS B CTPOi. DIy Oamu
TPEBOXKHEIN CUTHAJI O TOM, YTO €r0 XKM3Hb MOXKET 3aKOHUUTHCS, IIPeXKe Y4eM OH OTOMCTHUT. ITO OBLIO
OBl 2KaJKo.

3aTeM OHU BO300HOBUJIM CBOU MOMCKHU. JIII OBIJT HACTOPOXKE, TIOTOMY YTO 0OHapyXKeHUe pa3BeunKa
O3Hayaso, 4YTo oHM ObUTM OM3KHU K 3acame. OOHAKO HU 3BYKa, HU [IBUKEHUS B JIECY HE OBIIO.

«3T0 cnumkoM 61u3Ko K Benukomy HeBupumomy», — HaXMypHUBILUCE, CKa3asl Oul. — Bel yBepeHH!,
YTO MBI UX HE MIPOMYCTUIN? — CIIPOCUIT OH OPOMST 1M03agy HEro, KOTOpkle OBUIM TaK Ke COUTHL C
TOJIKY, KaK U OH.

«MoxkeT OBITh, HAM CTOUT BEPHYTBHCA U OOJIOZKHUTH», — HAXMYPHUBIIKCH, CKa3aJl JIYIHHUK, HO om
YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO YJIEHHBI THJIBOWHU IIPOCTO OTIIPABAT UX CIOOa CHOBA. 9T0 OBIIO OBI Ol"pOMHOI;I TpaTOfI
BPEMEHHU U IIPEnsaTCTBUEM [OJid ero IIJIaHOB.

«f1 ronocyio 3a uccaefoBaHue, I0Ka Mbl HE JOCTUTHEM ThbMBI. TOI[la OIIAaCHOCTHY HET, ITI0Ka MHI He
BOMMIEM B HEe, BEPHO?»

-- Kantutan Ovl1 ipaB. BamM HpaBUTCSI TEMHOTA, -- 3aCMESIJICS ONUH U3 Opoasr. I 3aCTEHYUBO
YIIBIOHYJICS MyKYMHE CPENHUX JIeT, KOTOPHIM Ka3aJiCsl CAaMbIM CUJIHBIM B X KOMaHJE.

Bcero ux 6n110 IIATepo, 1 OHU IIEPBBEIMU UCCJIEJOBAJIX JIeC. OcrTanpHBIE YJIEHE KOMAHIH HE
BRITTIANEIIN UCIIYTaHHBIMHU, TdK KdK OTCYTCTBUE 68.HJII/ITOB IIPUHECIIO UM objieryeHue.

3aTeM OHU IIpOroJjyiocoBaliv 3a TO, YTOOBI IIPOAOJIXKAaTh, IIOKAa HE Y3HAIOT, YTO IIPOMCXOOHUT. Yem
JaJibllle OHHU IIJIKM, TEM THIIIe CTaHOBHUJICA JieC, © MUP CTaHOBHUJICSA TEMHeEeE.

Ol HaXMYPHUJIICS, IOTOMY YTO BIIepPedy pPa3majcs 3BYK. ITo ObII0 cj1abo, HO 3TO IyTaso ero.
OcTanbHBIE, Ka3aJI0Ch, HE CIIBIIIAJIN 3TOTO, YTO OBIJIO OOHOU U3 ero aydlmx 4epT. OmHaKo I X He
Ipenynpenul.

Brino cBoeobpa3Hoe M0OOMIBITCTBO II0CIIe TOT0, KaK y3HaJl, YTO 0AHIUTOB 3[eCh HET. ITO MOXKET OBITh
CBsI3aHO ¢ XalIoM, II03TOMY OH XOTEeJl UCCIIEN0BaTh. JIII He MPeIyNpeaus IPYIIy ¥ MTO3BOJIUI UM



IIPOAOJIZKUTE UCCIIEJOBAHUE.

ITocne HEKOTOPOT'0 HAIIPA2KEHHOTO UCCII€NOBAHUS JiIeC 3aKOHYHUJICSA, U HAaCTYIIXUIIa ThbMa. Hx
pa3genndio IIoJie 3aCOXIINX JEePEeBheB, U 3BYK UCXOOMUJII OTTyOaA.

«Jla IBUT HaM MUJIOCEPANE CBATOU CBET», — MOJIMJICA CBAILIEHHUK, yKa3blBad Blepend. "9To... Tena..."

O Toxe 3To BUAesl. ['poXouyminii 3BYK, KOTOPHIH OH CJIBIIIAJ, ObT He YeM UHBIM, KaK TPyIaMH,
TSHYIIAMUCS B TEMHOTY. YepHbIe S3bIKK MPOTSIHYIUCH U3 HE3PUMOTO, YTOOH BHITAIIUTD
VHUYTOXKEHHEIE Tella 6eCYnCIeHHBIX OaHIUTOB.

«TpMa... mormnomaeT UxX?» — CIIPOCHUJI TYyYHUK C BUOUMEIM CTPAXOM. 11 OBIT B paBHOﬁ CTEeIleHn
BCTPEBOXKEH, IIOTOMY 4YTO OH BHIEJI, YTO YTO-TO YGI/IJ'IO 9TUX 6aHJII/ITOB.

He Oblio HU4ET0, KPOME IepesiBalolleics Yepe3 Kpai KPOBU 3TUX JIIOJIel, YTO TOBOPUIIO O TOM, YTO
TOT, KTO UX yOui, BCTpeTusncs 6e3 60psOul. ITO OblIa PE3HS.

— Ham HY2KHO YXOOHUTB, HeMeJIeHHO! — B maHuKe IIpomieIITall 94eJIOBEK B NOCIIEXaX, HO OBIIIO
CIIUIIIKOM I1030HO. ThMa Kak 6YJITO IIOHAJIa, 9TO €€ BUAEJIN, U OTIIYCTUJIA TPYIIEI.

KoMaHpa moHsma, 4TO Ha HUX BOT-BOT HalladyT, ¥ IIPUTOTOBUJIACH. 3J'IOBeH.Ia${ THINMHWHA CII€HBL
3dCTaBHuJIa X BCTATh Ha OBIIIOYKH, UX I''Ta3a METAJINCE IIOBCIOOY.

3aTeM, TogoOHO THTAaHTCKOMY MOHCTPY, KOTOPHIH pa3zkKajl CBOH YeJIIOCTH, 0€CUNCIIEHHbIEe I3bIKT
THMBI TIOKUHYTH Benukoe HeBumumoe. CBSMIEHHUK 3aKpHUyal, KOTMa CBATOM CBET B30PBAJICS,
6710KMpYsT aTaky, ¥ Ha MIHOBEHHUE 3TO cpaboTao.

"Bexarth!" — 3aKpuyas nepBbiid, 00EIYHO TUXUM Mar. OcTasibHbIE TIOCTIENOBAIA €T0 IPUMEPY U
obpaTunuck B 6€rcTBO, KPOMe CBSIIIEHHUKA.

"YT0 TH genaems?" 0CTaHOBUII J1II, TTISIAS Ha CBAILeHHWKA. MyK4YMHa PaCKUAHYJ PYKHU, IOT KaTUJICS
10 €0 JIUIY.

«Te, KTO 6€XKUT OT TbMBI, HUKOTTIa HE CMOTYT IPUHSATH CBeT! ¢ He MOTY IBUTATHCS, UCIIOJIL3YS 9TOT
HaBHIK. Tebe HYKHO OexkaTb 6e3 MeHs!»

— Tot 4epTOB UAUOT! — MOTPSICEHHO CKa3as Jul. 3aTeM OH Pa3BepHYJICS U y0exkas. I MbIXTe],
KOTZla IePeBbS TPOHOCUIIUCH MUMO Hero. [[719 6e3yMila He OBIIIO CITAaCeHUSs, U CBSMIEHHUK OBIT
JIY4YILIUM ITPEMEPOM.

OpHako 11 CTUCHYT 3y0Hl, KOTa B €r0 CO3HAHKWU BO3HUK 00pa3 ero cecTphl. HempuMeuaTenbHas
IeBYIIIKa, TOCBATHUBIIAS CBOIO XKU3Hb Pagyu APYTuX. s HETO 9TO OBLIO JKECTOKUM BOCIIOMHUHAHUEM,
TIOTOMY 4YTO OHO 3aCTABUJIO €T0 OCTAHOBUTHCS.

— 4 ToXe UAMOT, YepT BO3bMHU. & caM yObIO 3TOTO CBAIIeHHUKa! — 3aKpuyas JII, T0BEePHYBIINCEH K
TEMHOTE ¥ GPOCHBIINCH CIIACATh CyMacCIIe/IIero.

K cuacTbio, YelloBeK Bce elre caepxkuBai TbMy. OOHAKO ceifyac ero Temo Jexkaso Ha 3eMJie, TPSICSCh.
Omra 6ecuo, YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK BCe ellle He yOeraeT, X0Ts eMy He4ero 3allUIaTh.

«BBHI, CBSIIEHHUKH, — COOPHINE CYMACIIeIINX», — CBUPEIO MTOCMOTPET JIiI, OCTAaHOBUBINKCE TT03a0K
YyeJioBeKa U yIapuB ero MUCTOJIeTOM. MyXKuKHa IOTePsia CO3HAHUe, KOTa CBSITOM CBET UCYes3.

Il CXBATHUII MY2KYMHY U OTKATHUJICA B CTOPOHY, ITOOAJIbIIE OT SA3bIKOB TbEMEI. ATaku YHUYTOXKAIIN



3EMIJIIO, JEePEBhS U BCE, YTO CTOAJIO Ha UX IIYTH.

"¢ He XOTeN UCIOIb30BaTh ITU Mynu!" — 3aKpudan O, 3apskas CBOe PYXKbe CTUXUUHBIMU IIYJISIMU.
3aTeM OH HalpaBuU UX Ha A3BIKYA ThbMBI, KOTOPEIE YCTPEMUJIUCH K HEMY.

Oty nynu OBUIM ONHUMYU U3 HEMHOTUX, KOTOPhIE Y Hero ObUM ¢ cO00M, ¥ OH IJIaHUPOBAT
MICIIONIb30BaTh UX POTUB caMoro Xaupa. OmHAKO 3TH KyTKUe S3BIKY OBUIM Ky[a CTpallHee J11000ro
yeJsioBeKa. OII yxKe coOuUpascs HaXaTb Ha KypPOK, KOTla TeMHOTa OCTaHOBUJIACS.

"Uro..." mpobopMoTa Ol B 3aMelIaTe/lbCTBEe, KOTa TEMHOTa Hadaja OTCTYIaTh. 3bIKYA BEPHYJIUCH B
TEMHOTY, OCTABUB €T0 B 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBE C 6eCCO3HATEIbHBIM CBSIIEHHUKOM PSIIOM C HUM.

¢I3BIKM CHOBA CTAJM TSHYTh TPYIEI B TEMHOTY, KaK OyaTo dira TaM He Ob110. ITporiecc OB KYTKUM,
3aCTaBJIsAsI €r0 YYBCTBOBATH ceOsi HeBUAUMEBEIM. OTHAKO KaKMM-TO 00pa30oM Temephb OH OB B
0e30IaCHOCTH.

O He CTajl UrpaTh B KOCTH CO CBOEM XKU3HbIO U pemrus 6exKaTh, IT0Ka eCTh BO3MOXKHOCTD.
CBsileHHUK BCe elre ObiT 6e3 CO3HAHUS, BRITIISASA 0/1aKeHHO YMUPOTBOPEHHEIM, B TO BpeMs KaK OH
OBLI COUT C HOT.

«41 momxkeH youts Te6s1 caM, UAUOT», — BHITIJIIOHYIT JIII, YHOCS CBSIIIEHHUKA U3 jeca. 3aTeM, OpocuB
IIOCTIEHUM B3TJIAA, OII IOBEPHYJICSA K TEMHOTE.

CoOriTHE COUTIO €T0 C TONKY, HO KaKUM-TO 06pa3oM OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI 3HAKOMOE YYBCTBO. OTU SI3BIKU
1iepecTaiy aTakoBaTh TOJILKO TOTAA, KOTHa IPUOIU3UINCE K HEMY.

"TpMa... y3Hana MeHsa?"

)%k

Hukomaii 3eBHyJI, KOTa ero Mar [orpy3uI Bce Tejla B TeMHOTY. K coxaseHuto, Tera UCIIOPTHUITH Ol
€r0 BelLIy CBOEH KPOBBIO, TIO3TOMY OH HE MCIIOJIb30BaJl CBOE KapMaHHOE M3MEpeHHe.

Mar 65111 cOUT C TONKY, Korma Hukomai octaHOBUI ero aTaky. OH HUKaK He 0KM[ajl BCTPETUTD JIlla
3ech TakK paHo. ITO OB ONIM3KKM 3BOHOK, TaK KaK OH YyTh He YOUI ero.

«MoxeT OBITh, 51 mOIKeH ObUT yOUTHL X BCcex», — mopyMan Hukomnait. BipouyeM, O Kak-To
IIPUTOIUIICS, ¥ OH IToMor HuKoIalo B ero MpoIuio XKu3Hu. 3a60p TakkKe MOKET CITYXKUTh
nocpegHUKOM Mexny Hukonaem u ocTanbHEIM MUpPOM. «KaxeTcs, oH paboTaet ¢ OpomaraMu. 9To
XOPOILUY IIJIaH».

Y Huxkonas elile He ObIJI0 KOHKPETHOTO IIJIaHa, II09TOMY OIII ITOflal eMy HeCKOJIbKO uaeit. OmHaKo BO-
TIEPBBIX, €T0 apMUS HEXKUTH He MOTJIa n300paxaTh u3 ce6st Opoasr, Kak OH, I03TOMY UM HYKHO OBIIO
IPSTAThCS.

Bcero Telepb OBITIO OBEHAAllaTh MOHCTPOB, X1 YKUCJIO POCIIO 6bICTpee, yeM Hukonaii MOT COCUUTATE.
ToT, KTO YTallliJI TPYIIEI B TEMHOTY, OBLT HE KeM HWHEBIM, KdK €TI0 HOBEIM MaroM, y KOTOpPOro OBLIT
npyroﬁ HaBHIK, KOTOprfI nneajabHO IIOOAXOOUII OJIsi KOHTPOJIA U COEP2XKKUBAHUA TOJIIIHL.

Ho aTo OBl He cKelleT. BMECTO 3TOro 3TO CyIIECTBO OBIJIO He YeM MHBIM, KaK IIJIalloM, KOTOPHIH
IIJ1IaBajl BOKPyT. YymoBulle, CO3AaHHOE UCKITIOUUTEIBHO U3 ThbMBL. DTO BBITJISAETIO KPYTO, IO3TOMY
Hukorait BTaliHe cenajl ero CBOUM JIIoOMMBIM.- XopoIias paboTa, - moxyomnan Hukomnas mo muegy
YeJI0BeKOMOqOOHEIN MpaK, ¥ Mar u3Majl HeCKOJIbKO PaflOCTHRIX BOIJIel. Best ero HeXuTh Oblla caMoi



CUMIIaTUYHOU. - Temlephb Bl MOXKETE UX CHECTh, - OH MaxHYJl PYKOH, MPU3bIBasd TeX, KTO MOXKHUPa
Tpymnbl. HuKoMal cMOTpes, Kak 4ygOBHINA ITOXKUPAIOT Tela. 3aTeM OH Hadal HOCUTh OfeKIy, YTOOB!
CKPHITh CBOIO BHEIIHOCTh. HaKOHel], IPUIIIO BpeMs CaMOMY IIPOHUKHYTh B PyuHbL. ODHAKO 3TO
BBITJISIZIENIO KPYTO, M03ToMy HrKoal TaitHO CcOesal ero CBOUM JTI00HMMBIM.

— Monopen, — nornagun Hukoay ryMaHOUOHYO TbMY, X Mar U3[ajl HECKOJIbKO PafOCTHHIX BU3TOB.
Bcst ero HexuThb Oblnla caMoii MUJION. «Bbl MOXKeTe CheCcTh UX ceiidac», — OH MaXHYJI PYKOH,
IpU3bIBas T€X, KTO MOKKUPA TPYIIHL.

Hukomait HaOmofas, Kak ero MOHCTPHI IIOXKHUPaJIu Tella. 3aTeM OH Hadal HOCUTh OfEeXKY, YTOOh
CKPHITh CBOIO BHEIITHOCTh. HaKOHeIl IPUILIJI0 BpeMsi CaMOMY ITPOHUKHYTh B PyUHHL.
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