Tanapu mpuBsI3aj CEOJIO K CBOEH JIOIIaX, TOTOBSICh K OIACHOM 1moe3ake. IlepeBsi3biBasi ONHY BEPEBKY
3a IPyTylo, TOProBel] MOIUJICS 0 6€30IaCHOCTH CBOET0 KapaBaHa.

"MBI 3aKOHYHUIIH 3arpyKaTh 3e/bs, cIp!" omuH U3 ero pabouwnx Opocuics Buepe, YTOOL YBEJOMUTh
ero. Toprosel] KUBHYJI ¥ B3NOXHYJI, 3aT€M IIOCMOTPEJI BIIepeN, B CTOPOHY BEJIMKOM THMHI.

«4 cKy4ar 1mo TeM 6e30IaCHLIM OHSIM», — MMPOOOPMOTAII KYIIell, ¥, KaXKeTCs, er0 CJI0Ba YCIBIIIa UX
TOCIIOKH, COMPOBOXK/IABIINH MX, KOTOPHIH CIIy4aiHO MPOXOMMII MUMO.

«Het myTu, KpoMe Kak BIIEPEN, JOPOToi Apyr», — YABIOHYIach MOJIOAAs XKEHIIUHA C IBYMS
XBOCTHKaMHU. «Te, KTO He CMOXKET IIPUCIIOCOOUTELCS K MUPY, OYOYT ChedeHkl €70 ThMOM».

— 41 3Hal0, I0Has MUCC, — B3NOXHYJ TaHapu ¥ MOKJIOHUJICS. «£ CoXKajelo TOJIBKO O TOM, YTO He 3Hall,
YTO 3Ta ThMa IlepepekeT BCe TOPTOBble MyTH. MEI TOIy4YuIn Okl OTPOMHYIO TPUOLLIb B 3TH BPEMEHA,
ecyy Obl IPUTOTOBUIIX TO, YUTO [JOJIZKHO OBIJIO IIPOU30UTHU».

«HUKTO He IpegBUpes TbMy, faXe BeIUKHe OpaKyJsbl», — MOJIOAas XKeHIIMHa [I0BEPHYIach K CTEHE
ThMEI JAaJI€KO BIIEPEIn. «ITOT MUP MEHSETCS, XU MbI HOIXKHE IPUHATH 3T0. Benukuu He3puMmeii He
OymeT IpensiTCTBUEM B MOEM JeJIie».

— 4 mozabouyck 00 3ToM, — TaHapu CHOBa IIOKJIOHUJICS, U [E€BYIIIKa I10XJI0Nasa ero o mieyuy. Ee
TEIJIOTa 3acTaBuia ero elme 60JbIlle XOTeTh IMYHO CITyKUTh reHuio KoponeBcTBa Po3us u ToMy, KTO
00JIbIIIE BCETO CHUSIJT BO BPEMS 3TOTO KPH3UCa.

HecMmoTps Ha cBoM yBepeHHHIE CJI0Ba, TaHapy OBLI lalieK OT YBEPEHHOCTH B IIPEOf0JieHuH Bemukoro
HeBupmuMoro, TbMbI, OXBaTHUBINEH MUP 0ojiee Mecsiia Hal3aj.

Ero rna3a BepHyJHCh K TEMHOTE, OKpYy2Kalolllel TOpof, KOTOPHIM OHU MOKuAanu. Ha KopoTkoe
MT'HOBEHHUE €ro T'la3a YJI0BUIU Psi0b B MyCTOTE, HO YBUAETH 3TO GBIJI0O HEBO3MOXKHO.

Ero HasBanu Benukum HeBUOUMEIM, IIOTOMY 4YTO BHYTPHU HETO HUYETr' 0 HEJIb34 OBLIO YBUIETE.
HOSTOMY UM IIPHUIIIIOCH UCIIOJIb30BATE CBATEIE (l)OHapI/I, IIpenoCTaBJIEHHEIE HepKOBBIO Caeta, 4TOOHI
Iriepecedb TbEMY.

«4 moefy BIepeny TOBApOB», — 3asiBUIIA €T0 I0Has MUCC, ¥ TAaHWKa 3aCTaBUIa ero 3a6kITh 0 pPsibu B
TeMHOTe. TaHapH MOCTIeIIuIa K CBOeH KapeTe, Ipexke YeM ee I0Hasl Mucc youmna cebs, a ero, B CBOIO
o4yepenb, Ka3HUIIH.

«[Toxkanyiicra, e3xaiTe [IocepeguHe, I0Has MICC», — yMOJIsI TaHapy Co cjle3aMu Ha rjia3aX. —
Xo34uH yObeT MeHsI, eCNIU ¢ TOOOU YTO-HUOYOb CITyUUTCS.

«Kak Tebe u cnemyeT», — OHa UTPUBO XUXUKHYJIa, €€ IPsiMas yeJjika TaHlleBasa, KOTfa oOHa
cMesnack. «f HY 3a 4TO He YMPY, a TH Bce ellle Oymelns xkuB, TaHapu. Tak 4TO YCIIOKOMUCS», —
CKa3sasa OHa Ilepe[ TeM, KaK CECThb B IIePBEIY BaroH.

[Tocrne ee cnoB TaHapu OBIIO HEJIETKO YCIIOKOUTHCS. TeMHOTa Oblyla OracHa, ¥ OHa Obljla HAIlOJTHEHA
HEeTpeOBUIeHHON OMMaCHOCThI0. EQUHCTBEHHOE ITPEUMYIIIECTBO TEMHOTE B TOM, YTO MOHCTPHI TaK XKe
ee OOSIIIHCh.

Opzako Ha To Oblyla BeCcKasl MpUYMHA, U CyIleCTBa XKWIK BHYTPH Hero. TaHapy B3[OXHY, TTIIAS Ha
CBOEro I'OCIIOfHHA B ee CBSITOH MackKe.

BorbIlle OH HUYEro He MOT cHefiaTh. TaHapu J0CTall CBOIO MacKy, 4To ObIIO eMUHCTBEHHBIM CII0COO0M



BBIKUTE B BenukoMm HesugumoMm. OH gomiro CMOTPEJI Ha Hee, BOCXHUIIAACh YIIOPCTBOM U
HpI/ICHOCO6HHeMOCTbI-O BCeX pac.

TbMa IosSIBUIIaCh MEeCHI] Ha3af, YHUYTOXKHUB 6OJ'IBH.IYIO YaCTh UX MHDPaA. Benukoe HeBuaumoe BBIIOJI3IO0
nu3 I"JIY6I/IH HEeN3BE€JaHHEIX 3€MeEJIb, KaK 6YI[TO BEJIMKHUI HEeOeCHBIN TMTaHT pa3pe3all MUD Ha 4YaCTH.
HOJIO6HO IayTUHE, ThMa OKPYXKHIIa OOJIBIITUHCTBO MX KOPOJIEBCTB U I'OPOOOB.

OpmHako 00X U Opyrue packl ObUTH maneko He 6ecriomorntibl. OHM HAIIKA CIIOCOOHI BHIETH BO ThME U
crtocoOnI BOMTH B Hee, He OyOy4H IOTJIOIeHHBIME. TaHapy 3afaBasiCsi BOIIPOCOM, CKOJIbKO JTtofei
BJTFOOMJIOCH BO ThMY IO TOTO, KaK OBITHA CO3[AaHbI 9TH MACKH.

«3JTO KOJI€CO IPOABUKEHHUS, U Te, KTO OTCTAIOT, pa3faBeHk», — C TOPEeYhIo yMaJl OH, HafgeBas
Macky. — f xo4y, 4TOOLI B 9TOM ITyTEIIECTBUM HE CITYUYUIJIOCh HUYETO OIIaCHOTO.

Ero toHas Mucc Ovlzia TeHHeM CBOeH CeMbH U MPHUHIIecCoy ux 6u3Heca. Ho, K coxkaneHuio, oHa OblIa
Iayeko oT cTonmuilkl Po3uaH, Korma ThMa OxBaTuIa MUp. Terneps TaHapu HYKHO OBITI0 yOEOUTHCS, YTO
OHa 6/1aroI0JIyYHO BEPHYJIACH K OTITy. MHaye ero KpoBb OKPACUT MOCTOBYIO.

«[InpiBeM Yepe3 Hen3BenaHHOe!» TaHapu MOOHS CBOM Med M HallpaBUJ €ro0 BIepe[, Kpuia BO BCe
ropso. Jltogu mo3agyu Hero ObIIM HAMyTaHB, HO, TEM HE MEeHee, CKyJaJjIu 110 IOMY.

Kaxnas u3 ux nomanei Ovisia cHabkKeHa CBAIIEHHBIM CEeMIJIoM, KOTOPO€e CO3IaBasio BOKPYT HUX
nperpapny. [Iyist Hux 3T0 OBUT eMUHCTBEHHBIHM CIIOCO0 BHIXKUTH B TEMHOTE.

Jlomagy mockakajy BIIepef, U UX IyTh Hadascs. YyBCTBO OUCTapMOHUYU OXBaTUIIO TaHapH, KOTfia OH
CMOTpEN B TEMHOTY. TeMHOTa BHITTIAfIeNIa KaK IMyCTOTa, ¥ 3TO OB KOHEIl CBeTa. 3a HUM HUKOTA He
MOXKeT OBITH HUYero, faxe ecyid Obl OHYM 3HAJIM, YTO UM eCTh Ky[a UATH U PACCTOSIHHE, KOTOPOe
HY2KHO ITPe00JIeTh.

«IIpurotoBbTecs! ®oHapH, MPUTOTOBbTECH! YOEOUTECH, UTO BALIIM MACKK XOPOIIO 9KUIIMPOBAHEI, U
HUKOTTA He [HIINTEe, eCIU OHM yrnamyT!» TaHapy 3aKpudall Ha OQHOM [ObIXaHUU, U TPOE KPeIoB
pa3bexkanuch 1o KapaBaHy.

Morofol CBsIIIEHHUK eXall pPSAaoM ¢ TaHapu ¥ KapeTou I0HOM MUCC, TIpeX[e YeM [0CTaTh (PoHaph U
IIPOYUTATh CBOM MaHTPHL. TaHaAPH CAyIIaj, KOTrfa OHU MPUOIUKAIUCh K TEMHOTE, 1 MOTUTBEL
yCIIOKauBaJu eTo CEpAIIE.

— MurnoceppgHeiii 60r cBeTa, — pobopMoTan MoJIofol xkpet. «I[loxkamyiicTa, BeId Hac 4Yepe3 ThMY,
KoTopylo Thl M3rHaJ, ¥ BeAH HacC K CrlaceHuio. TBoeW CUJION, MUTIOCEPAUEM U CBETOM MbI T00eguM
TBMY MUpa. YKaxu HaM nyTh, Benukuu Cset!»

CBeT BuIpBascs 13 (poHApPS ¥ PacIpOCTPAHUIICA Ha KapaBaH, KOTfla OH 3aKOHYUII CBOX CJI0Ba. 3aTEM
OHMU BOIIUTM BO TbMY, U MUP BOKPYT HUX HCUE3.

)%k

Cecunu cMoTpelia B OKHO C BO30yKIeHHOM yiIsI0K0M. Mup rcye3 1mocjie Toro, Kak OHYU BOIIIIU BO
THMY, ¥ €€ PYKU He TIepecTaBay JeflaTh 3aucu 06 3TOM OIIBITE.

«Kaxk s pafi, 94TO XUBY B 9Ty 3M0Xy!» — BOCKJIUKHYJIa OHa IIOYTH C pPBeHUEM. Ee pyKu TaHLeBaIu 110
CTpaHHUIlaM, 3aMKChIBast BCe, Ha YTO Iafajl ee B3I, ¥ UMEHHO 3TO YMEHUe CHesajo ee TeHUEM B ee
IoMe.



Cecumus Bce ellle IIOMHHUJIA CBOIO KKU3Hb 0 HACTYIJIEHUS TEMHOTHI. DTO OBIJIO CKYYHO U
TIOBTOPSITIOCH. CKOJIBKO pa3 el XOTeJI0Ch XXKUTh B 3II0XY, KOTJa Marus elle He OTKPHITa, a TAWHbI OBIIH
TIOBCIOZTY.

910 OHIIO ee €INMHCTBEHHBIM xX0001 B 3TOM MHDpe: PACKPLEIBATh TalHBl 1 HAXOOUTh 3a HUMU HUCTHUHY.
Cecunus YyThb HE B3APOrHyJia OT YOOBOJIbCTBUA OTIIPABUTHECA B HEM3BECTHOCTE.

Ona Bupgena cBou cHH B The Great Unseen. YTo MoxkeT OBITh IPUBIEKATEIbHEE OTPOMHOTO
IIPOCTPAHCTBA 3eMJTH, KyIa He IIPOHUKAET CBeT? JTo Obljla MeuTa IJIsi KaXKOOoTr0 UCCIenoBaTes
KUCTHUH, TOno0HOro e’ camoi!

«Ax, KaK OHl 51 X0Tesla XKHUTh 3[IeCh BeYHO», — MpoOOopMOTaa OHa, KOTa CTPaHUIIEL
IIepeIUCTHIBANIMChH, I0KA OHA CMOTpeTia B OKHO. Ee KapeTa Oblna OT/IUTA [TOC/Ie U3y4eHus, YTOOH He
TPaTUTh BpeMs Ha JOPOTY U CHeNaTh ee KU3Hb 0oyee 3pPeKTUBHOM.

«TbMa ITOCTOSAHHO IIPpOCTHUPAaeTCAd, HO KaXKeTCd, 4YTO CBSITOM CBET OKa3hIBAeT IIPOTHB HEE MOIJHOE
B03I[eI;ICTBI/Ie. A He MOT'Y HE BEPHUTDH, UYTO 3TO I'€HHUaAJIbHAA YJIOBKA CBATEIX 6oros OJIs TIOJTYy4YEeHU A
HpI/IGBIJ'II/I. MoxeTt 6I:>ITB, 9TO Ha4aJio 3PEI CBE€Td, BMECTO TbMEI».

910 OBLI OOUH U3 ee a03alleB, ¥ OHA ero MoAMKcasa. Y Hee Oblla IPUBLIYKA MOOIHUCHBATL BCE, YTO
Ka3aJIoCh el 0YeHb BaXXKHBEIM. UYTO, €CJIM KTO-TO IIPOUYTET ee 3aIlHCH ITOCJIe TOr0, KaK IpaBaa
packpoetcs? BoT moueMy oHa TakKe BKJTIOUMIIA [ATY.

3amnuce ee OKDPY2KEeHHUs HUKOT'Ja He IIPEeKpalllailaChk, BCe 0 MeJTbYanIImx neTaHeﬁ: 4yepTexu
YCTpOIZCTB, B3aMMOJIEICTBHE MAHbI C ThMOM, COCTOSTHHE HOpa}KeHHOIZ IIOYBEI, OCTABJIEHHEIE€ TPYIIBI U
3aCOoXIIne PaCTeHusd.

3aTeM Ha ee CTpAHUIlAX MOSBUIACH Gpurypa. Cecunuss HaXMypHiach ¥ 3aMepiia, IOTOMY YTO YBHUOEa
KOTO-TO CTOSIIIIEro B TeMHOTe. Ee pa3ym o6nyMeIBal OeCUrCIIeHHbIe BAPUAHTEI IPUYKH, ¥ OHA
MTHOBEHHO Halll7la HHTeJIJIeKTyaIbHbIHA OTBET.

IomxHO OBITH, 3TO KTO-TO, KOT'0 OCTaBUJI IPENbIAYIINY KapaBaH, ¥ OHU CIIy4yaliHO HaTKHY/IXCH Ha
Hero epersi cMepThio. Cecumnus MoHsTA, YTO 3TO ee IIaHC BCTPETUTLCS C KEM-TO, KTO UCIEITAl
TEMHOTY Ha ce0e, ¥ BCKOYMJIa CO CTyJIa.

"TaHapu!" — 3aKpuyasia OHa ¥ OTKPHIJIa OKHO, 3aCTaBUB CBOETO CJIYTy B3[IPOTHYTh U 00HAXKUTL CBOM
Med. «YCIokorcsa. MHe KaxkeTcs, I KOro-TO BUIeJI B TEMHOTE. MBI MOIKHBI HEHAMI0JIT0 OCTaHOBUTHCS
¥ IOMOYb eMY».

- Hukorpa, toHas mMucc! - BOCKIUKHYI TaHapy ¢ HeJOBEpHEM Ha Julle. - Thl HUKOITIa He MOXKeIllb
3HATh, YTO HAXOOUTCS B 3TOM TEMHOTEe! ITO MOKET OBITh UJUTIO3US YyIOBHUIIA, U 3TO HE
nepBoe!Cecunu xoTenna ObIIO BO3PA3UTh, HO TYT KOe-4To cooOpa3uiia. Ee nuiio u3MeHHUIOCh, mpexe
YyeM OHa BepHYJIach B 9KUIIaXK, 3aXJIOMHYB 3a co00¥ 0KHO.Ee manblibl 3amscainy [0 CTpaHuIaM,
KOTZla OHa ITOJ0IIIa K PUCYHKY, Ha KOTOpoM Obiyia n3o6paxkeHa 3Ta ¢urypa. 1o ObII MOTIOIOM
YyeJioBeK, HO OHa He CTajla PUCOBATh YepTHl ero nuila. OmHako Habpocka OBII0 4OCTAaTOYHO, YTOOH
CKa3aTh ey OHO: MOJIOfOM YeJIOBEK He HOCUJI MaCKH.

- YenoBeK, KOTOPBIM MOXKET BEHIKUTH B TEMHOTE CaMOCTOATENIHHO? ee TeJIo Apoxkaso. Ho TyT KapeTa
Pe3KOo 0CTaHOBUIACh, 1 CeCcuny MIBHIPHYIIO Ha IMOAJIOKOTHUK Kpecya. Uynosuile! Prilapu, atakyuTe!
- KpukHyna TaHapu CHapyKH, ¥ B yIlIaX y Hee 3a3BeHe]l Ayliepa3gupaninui pes. Cecunu
YyBCTBOBaJa, KaK ee [yIla IIPefoCTeperaeT ee OT 3TOI0 MOHCTPA, HO ee JII00O0MBITCTBO ObIJI0 HAMHOT'O
Ooblire, yeM J1000H CTpax.



BckouuB co CTysa, I0Hass MUCC Iombexkara K epefHel YacTy KapeThl ¥ OTKPBIJIa MaJeHbKOe
OKOIIIKO, YTOORI IIOCMOTPETh. ['MTaHTCKas TOHYAsA, KOTOPAs UCTOYasla ThMYy U UMeJjia THUITYIO MJIOTh,
mperpaxjmana UM MyTh.ITO BHITIISAEIO0 KaK MOJIOO0M YeJI0BeK, HO YEePTH ero JIulla OHa He
mpopucoBbiBaiia. OgHakKo HaOpPocKa OBIIO TOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOH CKa3aTh €M OJHO: Ha MOJIOJOM
YeJI0BeKe He OBIIO MacKH.

«YeroBeK, KOTOPBIM MOXKET BBIZKHUThL BO ThME CAMOCTOSTEILHO?» ee TeJlo Apoxkaso. Ho TyT KapeTa
BHE3aITHO OCTaHOBMIACh, ¥ Cecuiu 0TOPOCKIIO Ha MOMJIOKOTHUK Kpeca.

«Yypnosumie! Prilapy, B aTaky!» — KpuKHYya TaHapyu CHapyXKu, U Oyllepa3gupaloiiil PeB 3a3BeHeEN
B ee ymax. Cecusnus 4yBCTBOBaJjla, YTO ee Ayllla IIpefoCcTeperaeT ee 0T 3TOr0 MOHCTpPa, HO ee
JII00OTIBITCTBO OBII0O HAMHOT'O CUJIbHEe JII000T0 CTpaxa.

Cocko4uB €O CTyJa, I0Has MUCC ITobexkasa K epefHel YacTy KapeThl ¥ OTKPhIJIa MaJleHbKOe OKHO,

YTOOBI YBUIETH. l'mranTCcKas roHdasi, KICTo4arIas TBEMY U C THUJION TIJIOTBIO, Imperpaguiia uM IIyTh.
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