CrHa HOBEHBKOU OBIJIa CTPOMHOM, a BOJIOCH ITOYTH CENbIMU C (PUONIEeTOBHIMU OTTEHKaMuU. Hukoma
y3HaJl ee 110 ITape KPaCHBLIX POTOB Ha TOJIOBE, TaK KaK OHM OBIJIM TOCTATOUYHO OOJIBIIMMHU, YTOOH UX
MO2KHO OBIJIO YBULIETH C3a[IH.

«BrI...» MacTep dnBapa HaXMypHUJICA. «ITO HE UMEeT CMEBICIA. TH, [OJIXKHO ObITh, HoYb Kopoms
3Bepeli, KOTOPOTr0 U3THAIM U3 CeMbH. Tak UTO THI 3[€Ch [eIaellb?»

— MeHns BBI3Ball MyXk, — CKa3ajia OHa C PaJOCTHOM YXMBIIKOM.
"M3BuHUTE?" — CKOH(DYXKEeHHO MOPTrHYI HuKosaii, HaKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY.

— Kaxo# nogeiii mapens, Jlaim, — JIykac momHS OOBINON Hajel] C BAUOTCKOM yiabsiOKo#. OH OB
IerCTBUTEILHO BO BCeM I0X0K Ha Cepxuo, MoXKeT OBITh, T09TOMY HUKOIai CUMTasI er0 CBOUM
IPYTOM.

«3T0 OO0 cormamenue. Thl JOJIKEH CTaTh MOUM MYyKeM B 00MeH Ha MOIO IIOMOIIb».
«$1 He MPOCUII TBOEH IIOMOIIH, a TOJILKO OTBETHII Ha TBOE MPUTJIALIIEHUE .,

«[Ipurnamienue Ha Opak», — HaXMypuiach poraTas feByIlIKa. "dTo BBl CUUTaAETe, YTO 9TO OBUIO?" B
ee roJIoce CIIBILANUCh CIefbl HaMepeHUs YOUTh.

Huxkomai He 0TBETHII, HO OB pajl, YTO OOJIbIIAS YACTh €ro JIMIa CKPHITA OT rjla3. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OH
COBEPIIEHHO MOTEPSIT fap PeYH OT TAKOTO PAa3BUTHS COOBITHH. BEIIO MOHSATHO, YTO BO ThMe OblyTa
OHa, HO MPUTJIAIIeHNE 3aKJTI0YaIOCh B TOM, YTOOBI JKEHUTHCS HA HEM?

«3JTO He TaK... KaK JIIOOU XKEeHATCH...» — YCIieJI OH BEITOBOPHUTH, U €€ JINIO UCKAa3UJIOCE.
— Tl IHITAEMIBCS OTCTYIIUTE IIOCJI€ TOT'O, KaK 3aCTABUII MEHS ITOKA3adaTh CBOE JIAII0?

HuKomaii CryIoTHY, IOTOMY YTO €€ BpaxkaeOHOCTh IepeMEeCTHIIach C MacTepa JABapAa Ha HETo.
['Tsifisi Ha ee JIWI0, OH IOHSINI, YTO OHA BHITJISIAUT COBCEM IOHOM, BO3MOXKHO, TAKOH XKe I0HOM, KaK U OH.
Ecnu ObI He aypa YyJOBUIIHOCTH, 3TO OBIIIO OBl MUJIO.

«4 HUKOTa He OTCTYIUIIOCh OT CBOETO CJI0Ba», — CKa3aj HuKoai, MpuioxkuB PyKy K cepaiy. «51
TPUHUMAIO Ballle TPEMJI0KEeHNe C OTPOMHBEIM YIOBOJIbCTBUEM>».

— Kaxkoe obyerdyenue, — B3JOXHYyJIa OHA U C YXMBIJIKOU ITIOBEPHYIACh K IABapAy. — UYTO TH
cobupaenrbCs fenaTh Tenepb, KPOBOCOC?

[Tpu ee cnoBax rna3a Hukomnasi pacIIupuiuch, 1 OH CBEPHYII 1Iel0 B CTOPOHY cTpaTera. [lo cux mop
€My B TOJIOBY He IIPUXOOUJIO, HO KaK €My IIPHUIIIIO B TOJIOBY, UTO 9TOT YEJIOBEK MOXKET YIIPaBIATh
KPOBBIO?

Brino Bpemst, Korga Hukomai morsolmnan XKu3HeHHbBIe CHITHl KPOBOIIMHII, CYIIIECTB, KOTOPBIE MUTAJUCh
cebe momoOHBIMHU. [[pyr¥MU CJI0BaMH, CTPATET OBIIL...

— Bol kanHuOan? JIykac moTpsiceHHO Tpo0OpMOTaJl, KOTaa JIUI0 CTPaTera IOoTeMHEO.

“TBI TPA3HOE CYLLECTBO", OH ITOCMOTPEJ Ha POraTyio JEeBYIIKY, KOTOpas pacKpeljia ero JUYHOCTh, —
Kak ThI cMeelb TakK MeHs He yBaXKaTh? €r0 BOJIOCH pa3BeBajkCh PAAOM C HUM, KOTJa OH Kpemye
CXKaJl KOIIbe.

«4d AyMaJlia, 9YTO 3TO O4YE€BHIOHO, Pa3 Thl HE CKPHIBAJI 3allaX KPOBU», — YJ'H:IGHYJ'IaCB XKeHIMHa, — A



IyMasa, Thl y2Ke 3Haelllb, MUJIBIN, — CKa3aja oHa Hukornaro.

«41 mor ObI CKa3aTh, UTO C HUM YTO-TO He TakK, HO 5 HUKOTla He AyMaJl, 4To 6paT KopoJsisg OblI OmHUM
13 HUX. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TOT Y€JI0BEK PYKOBOAUI YHCTKOM 3TOT0 Ky/IbTa MHOTO JIeT Ha3am».

- KaxeTcst, OH MOTyYHsI OT HUX HE TOJBKO CJIaBY, - OHOOPUTENbHO YIBIOHY IACh XKEeHIIHHA
o0bsicuennto Hukomnas. — Kaxk Thl X04ellb, YTOOH! 5T MOCTYIIUI C 9TUM, JOPOTO#H?

Hukonali movyBCTBOBAJI MYpAIIKK OT TOTO, KaK OHa K HeMy oOpaTuiack. OH IJIaHKPOBAJ OO PATh
3TOW CyMacllefIIel XeHIHe, Tpexae 4eM c6exkaTh 0T Hee, HO €My He XOTeJIOCh NMPLITHYTh U3
OOHOM JIOBYIIKM B OPYTYIO.

ITo KpafIHefI Mepe, 3Ta JIOBYIIIKa He X0TeJla ero CMEePTH, HO KaK MyzKa.

— 2Kenar Ha gouepu 3BepuHoro Kopossi? 51 6bi1 GBI TOCTIEAHUM MTPENATeIEM YeI0BEYECTBA, HaxkKe
GOINBIIKMM, YeM MOSI IIPOILIAs XKU3Hb.

"PykoBO[M MHOIO?" — 3aCMesJICs CTpaTer, OTIIATHYBIIKUCE. «BEl BCe TaKue BEICOKOMEPHEIE, IIOTOMY
YTO HUKOTTa He BUAENIU HACTOsel CUbl. [103BOIbTe MHe I10Ka3aTh BaM, YTO MOXKET IIPeIIOKUTh
MUD».

KpoBb IoTeKsa U3 ero 3amsiCThsl ¥ Havyasla IIOKPHEIBATh €0 TeJ0, KOTHa OH yrpoxai. 9To ObIIu
IOCIIexy, KOTOPHIE OH MCII0JIb30BaJl MPOoTUB HuKomas B BUumeHuu. [IpUCYyTCTBUE MYKYUHBI
M3MEHUIOChH, ¥ OBIIIO OYIITHO CTOSATH Iepef HUM.

- Kaxertcst, y MeHs HeT Opyroro Bei0opa, KpoMe Kak ApaThCs, - HuKonal B3rasgHys Ha KabuHy,
IoCTaBast sSTaraHhl.

— Tet emie cnuimkoMm citab, MU, — oOpaTUIach K HeMy XeHIKnHa. «Ha 3TOT pa3 s CIIPaBIiOCh.
Opuako Tebe Hy>KHO CTaTh CUJIbHEe Iepef Hallled Cedylolleil BCTpeyein».

"Harma ciemytomast Bctpeda?" Hukosal Ob1 COUT C TONKY, KOT{Ia XKEHIIKHA IOJ0IIIa K MacTepy
onBapay.

— ¢ moka He MOT'y B35ITh Te0Os B MyXKbs, — IIPOIIIeNTasa oHa. «THl Bce ellle cMUIIKoM citab. OmHako
IPUAET IeHb, KOTAa Mbl CHOBAa BCTPETUMCS, U B 3TO BpeMs THl Oy/ielllb MOUM JTI0OUMBIM».

"Tlouemy g?" — He MOT OH He CIIPOCHUTh, X0TsI MacTep dnBapy nmogHUMaCs B He00, Kak IOCIeqHUN
6occ. 2KeHImrHa TOBEPHYJIach K HEMY C YIBIOKOM, KOTTla BOKPYT ee Juila Hadasa (popMupoBaThCS
KOCTJIsIBasl MacKa Ko03J1a.

<<HOTOMy 4YTO ThI EMUMHCTBEHHAA, Y KOT'O CTOJIBKO K€ TbEMEI, KaK U Y MEHA», — KOCTAHAA MaCKa
06p&30BaHaCB BOKDYT €€ JInlla, 1 OT HE€ UCXOOUII UMITYJIbC SHEPTUH, BBI3BABIIIHN B3PHIB.

3eMJIst BOKPYT Hee Hadalla paclagaThCs U3-3a KONMMYeCTBA SHEPTHUH, KOTOPOK OHa obmagarna.
Hukomas u JIykaca OT B3pkiBa OTOPOCHIIO JajeKo, a KaOWHY 0TOPBAJIO OT 3€MJIH.

HuKonaii moKaTHUIICS 0 3eMJIe Ha HEKOTOPOM PACCTOSIHUYU U MOMHSII TOJIOBY, YTOOHE IIOCMOTPETH Ha
ux 6oi. Mactep dnuBapp moneten no HeOy, 4TOOb YAAPUTH XKEHIIKUHY, HO OHA CIIOKOMHO CTOSJIa Ha
CBOEM MeCTe.

3aTeM OHa MOAHSJIa PYKY, ¥ ThMa 3amyibcupoBasa. Ky0 BHyTpu Hukomas Hayas TPSCTUCh, KOTHA
CBET MCYe3 U3 MUPa, a ThMa cobpajiach B OHOM MECTe.



— OTO IOCNegHUM pa3, Korga Tel eMYy YI'DOXKa€eIllb, — CKd3adJla OHa. — Ecnu mocMmeens, g Y6BI-O TeObs.

Y ThMa B30pBasiack, HaKpeIB Mup. [locnenHee, uTo moMHuI HuKomai, OB ee memgyIui rojgoc. B
HeM He OBUIO YyIpo3, a TOJIBKO CYacThe U JIH000Bb.

«41 cHOBa yBUXKY Tebs, moporasi. TbMa HalpaBUT Hac APYT K APYyTy. o Tex mop He yMUpau».

)%k

— Jla#in, — mo3BaJl ero rojoc. 3aTeM ero pa3yM 3aTpsiccsi, KOTHa Ha IleKe IOSIBUIach Krydas 00Jib.
Huxkomal OTKpHLT I'71a3a, HO MUP IPEBPATHUIICA B pa3MbITOe ISITHO. "ThHl KuB."

Ero rna3a Hayanu npucrnocabauBaThCs K cBeTy, U Hukomail 3actonan. Ero pas6ymgun JIykac,
B3[OXHYBIINIH C 00nerdenueM, Kkormna Hukosait HakKoHeI] ITPOCHYJICS.

"4r10 cinyuunocs?"

«[ToHATHS HE UMeI0, HO MOTY CKa3aTh, UTO 3TO OblsI0 6e3yMue», — B3mOxXHYT JIyKac, OTISIABIBASICh 110
ctopoHaM. «MIHTepecHO, ecyii OB MBI MEUYTAJIH, HO 3TO He UMEET CMEBICIIa».

XuKWHa ucde3sa, Kak 1 MacTep daBapa. Ho camoe rnaBHOE, 4TO 9TOM XKEHIIUHEL TOXKE HE CTaJlo.

Huxkomal gaxe He ycCIiesl y3HaTh ee UMS, HO, KaXKeTCsI, OHa yKe CuuTaja ero CBOUM MyXKeM.-
[Toxoxe, apxeoJIor BCe ellle XKUB, - IOBEPHYJICS JIyKac K XxuxuHe. "¢ HUKOrga He AyMaJl, 4YTO MBI
IIpoiifleM TaK MHOTO TOJIbKO M3-3a ABYXOHEBHOTO NMpukioueHus. CHavasna 6viia Koponesa delt, a
Tenepb 9T0.HuKoal faxe He yCresn y3HaTh ee UM, HO, KaXeTCs, OHa yXKe CYUTaja ero CBOuM
My2KEeM.

«KaxkeTcsi, apxeoJior emie XKuB», — IMOBEPHYJICS JIyKac K XuxKuHe. «Z HUKOTHa He AyMall, YTO M
TIepekuBEM TaK MHOT'O BCETO 3a MiBa OHS mpukmoueHus. CHavasa Obia Koposesa ¢eit, a Teneps
3TO.

— Bac crnasumnu, — cka3an Hukomau, IIpuns B ce0s 1ocye TOro, Kak BCTal Ha HOTH. «[Tocre Bcero
9TOI'0O MEI BC€ €lIlle ZKHBBI».

"THI TOT, KTO coOupaeTcs cria3uTh Hac", JIykac BRITIsiAeN 00uxKeHHBIM. «TBOSI MacKa McYe3iia, Tak
YTO, BO3MOXKHO, THI 3aX04eIllb HaJleTh APYTYI0, II0OKa apXeoJyIor He IPOCHYJICS».

"Mos macka?" HukoIai KOCHYJICSI CBOETO JIUIla, M OHO AEUCTBUTENbHO UCcYe3y10. OmHAKO HUKAKUX
CJIe[OB er0 YHUUTOXKEHUS He ObUI0, a IPOCTO Mpomnano. — [epxKy mapu, 3T0 OB TOT CyMacCIlIeIInui.

- Tel He MOXKeIITh TaK PyraTh CBOIO OyOyINyIO XKeHy, - Haxmypuics JIykac. "d 6yay TBouM IadepoM Ha
cBagbbe, BepHO? B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, 5 ObI/Ia TBOEM CBaXOM.- ... THl TAKOU JKe CyMacllIefuIni, Kak 1 OHa.
OTa TBaph HE YEJIOBEK, UJTU ThI 3a0bLI 9Ty TEMY?

- Tl McTIONIB3YeIlb TO Ke caMoe, - TpoBopyarn JIykac, u Hukona#t 3amosyan. Ero taiiHa Onina
packphiTa u3-3a ero 60pLOBI C AYXOM, THe OH UCII0Ih30Ball CBOIO ThMY. - THl BOJIHYEIILCA? - C
yCMeIKou crpocun Jlykac.

- [ToxoxKe, T IpeACTaBIAELIb YTPO3Y, - CKa3an Hukonau, HageBas APYryio Macky. - U Kak MBI C 9TUM
cripaBuMcsA?- [ToBepbTe, UTO g He HOHECY Ha BaC KOPOJIEBCTBY.- ITO KaXeTCsA XyXkKe, 4eM IJI0X0U
IIJIaH, Y2KACHBIM II7IaH.- Toraa mo4yeMy THI ellle He Halall Ha MeHsI? - CO cMeX0oM crupocui JIykac,
HAIIPABJISASCh K PA3pPYIIeHHON XUKHUHE. - 1 OBl OTCTyIHUIa MIPOTUB MacTepa JaBapia, eciau Obl MeHs



BOJIHOBAJIX TaKH€E BEIIH.

- Tl HE TPOTHUB TOTO, YTO ST TEMHOE CYIIECTBO?- MUp KECTOK, - OCTaHOBUII ero0 JIyKac, He
noBopauuBasick K Hukomato. - Mul ienaeM Bce He0OXOAUMOeE, YTOOH! BEIXKUTD. 3TbIX CUJT HET.
EnuHCTBEHHOE 3710 B 3TOM MUPE - C11ab0CTk.

- Boroch, 4TO 9TO TOXKe HeIpaBUIIbHO, - CKa3an Hukomnau, u JIykac moBepHYJICS K HeMY. - B aTom Mupe
HeT HuU fnobpa, HU 371a. CaboCTh - 3TO He 3710, HO MHI CHIeJIajid 3TO TaKuM 06pa3om ".
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