Apxeorior ymaa Ha KojeHu. Clie3kl, C/IM3b U KPOBb CMEIAJHCh C TPSI3bI0 Tepeyiaka. Taau HUKOTOa
He IyMaJjia, YTO OHa YMPEeT UMEHHO 3[IeCh: B HEM3BECTHOM CHIPOM IIepeyiKe, 0 KOTOPOM HHUKTO He
1103a00TUTCS.

Ee Xu3Hb IIPOMEJIEKHYIIA B €€ I'0JI0OBe, KOI'ld €€ TeJI0O CTAaHOBUIIOCH BCE 6onee xomomHbIM. OH OBLI
I10JIOH CTpaHaHHﬁ, ¥ OHA He HalllJla HU4Yero, 4eM MOKHO OBIJIO OB JOPOZKUTE B CBOU IIOCJIEJHHNE
MUHYTHI.

TeMHOe CyIIeCTBO IIPUCEIIO IIepefl Hell, ¥ OH UCKall B ee ofiexke TabIUUKy, TOKa He Hallen ee. Tanu
3ajaBajach BOIIPOCOM, KOTHa OHa YMPET, HO 3TO OBLIO CKOPO.

«Tebe HYKHO ITPOCHYTHCS cedac XKe», — CKa3aJio TEMHOE CYIIeCTBO, TTIAs e B rita3a. «MHaye Th
yMpELIb [10-HaCTOSAIIEMY».

CnoBa nopa3uiu ee, Kak yaap MOJHUY, OTIIPABUB ee CO3HAHME B COCTOSTHUE TUIIEPAaKTUBHOCTH. Tamu
XBaTajla PTOM BO3[yX, KOTMla MUP Ilepef Hell U3MEHUIICS, ¥ Tellepb OHa CTOsIIIa.

"YT0... CTy4uIIOCE..." mpoOOpPMOTasia OHA C U3YMJIEHUEM, TSI BHU3. B ee rpynu He ObIIO ABIPKU, U
OHa [BIllIajia U Aellrana xopouo. "[InanmeT!" oHa UcKaja CBOX CYMKY I XpaHEHUs], HO HUYero He
Halllla.

«TBI 3a00THIILCS O TIIAHIIEeTe OOIbINE, YeM 0 CBOEH XKU3HU?» — Pa3falics Tojioc mepen Hel, u Tanu
IIOBEPHYJIa K HeMy roJioBy. [Toogasnb CTOSI MOJIOHOM YeJI0BeK B MacKe, Jep:Ka B OIHOM pPyKe ee
CYMKY, a B APYyro¥ IJIaHIIeT. — OTO MPUHAANIeXKUT Tebe, — cKa3as OH U OPOCUII CYMKY ei.

«Thl yOun MeHs», — cKa3aja OHa, IoiimMaB npeaMeT. "Kak s elie KuB?"

«4 TONBKO BOCIIOJTL30BAJICSI TBOUM CTPAXOM. THI IIOCTTYIIHO OTAAJ MHE TabIUUKY», — CKa3aJio TEMHOE
CYIIeCTBO, u3ydas Tabauuky. «ITa TabeTKa BOHSET», — CKa3ajl OH C OTBpPAllleHUEM.

Tanu nmonoxuna PYKYy Ha cepaine, 1 OHa MOT'JIa CKa3aTh, YTO OHO OpeTcsi. DTO 03HAYAET, YTO TO, YTO
IIPOX30IIJI0O MTHOBEHHEM PaHEeE, OBILJIO HMYEeM MHBIM, KaK MIUII03Kel, KaK CKa3ajlo TeMHOe CyIIeCTBO.

«Kaxas yxacarIas ciocOOHOCTb», — [TI0UYBCTBOBaJIa OHa 0/1aroroBeyHbIN TpemneT. «4 Ovl ymep 1o-
HaCTOAILEMY K3-3a CBOETr0 CTpaxa Iepefl HUM. JTO CYIIeCTBO UJIK YeJI0BEK MOXKET UCI0/Ib30BaTh
HaIl¥ SMOLUY IPOTUB HAC».

[Tocnpimancs MUISIIuT 3BYK U 3adllaX I'OPeJIoro MAcCa. Tanu HaXMYpPHJIACh, I'IA081 Ha TEMHOEe
CyliecCTBO, OT6paCBIBaI-OU.Iee THGHGTKY, CJIOBHO 3TO ObI/Ta ropd4das KapTOIIKa.

«CBsATOM TpeaMeT», — IPOIIUIIENIO TEMHOE CYIIIECTBO C OTBPAIleHNEM M OTBpallleHueM. «f oymy
3aumInaTh Te0s [Ba [HS, a ITOKAa MHE HY2KHO BEPHYThCSI».

— TwI Bo3Bpallaellb MHe IJIAHIIET? YIUBIEHHO MOPTHYyIa Tamu.

«Temepsb TH MHE He NOBEPSelhb, TIOTOMY YTO BUMEN, KakK s yOumn Te6s, HO TBOM 3HAHUS TOPa3io
1eHHee 10001 TaONMuYKu», — YIBIOHYIOCh TEMHOE CYIIecTBO. — Jlaif MHe CBOM KMHXKaJI.

Tanu He OTKa3anach U Iiepenaia eMy CBOM KMHXKaJI, IIpexne 9eM 386paTB T86HI/I‘-IKy. ,[[ep}KaCB 3a
Hero, OHa MOTJia CKa3aTh, YTO €€ TeJI0 CTAHOBUJIOCH CUJIbHEE II0[ AeMCTBUEM CBATOU CUibl. OgHAKO
AJIs 3TOr0 TEMHOT'O CyIlleCTBa 3TO OBLIIO HE YeM MHEBIM, KaK HEIIPUATHOCTEIO.

«Kak u Y BCeX TEMHEIX CYIIECTB, €TI0 c11ab0CTh — CBSITHIE cunel», — Tanu Havyasa OyMaTh, KakK



3aMIUTUTD CeOST OT 3TOTO CyaieCTBa. KOI.HMap CMEPTH BCe €Ille ITPOUTPHIBAJICA B €€ CO3HAHHWH.

3aTeM OHa TIIOBEPHYIIACh K TEMHOMY CYIIECTBY, KOTOPOE OEePKaAJIO0 €€ KUHXKaAJl. TeMa IIOKHHYIIa
TEMHO€E CYIIeCTBO U IIOKPEIJIA JIE3BHE, COEJIaB €0 MaTOBO-9YEPHEBIM.

«3JT0 opyxkue pa3pymuT 6apbepkl (e, TaK 9YTO OHU AOJIKHBI CTaTh [ Te0S JIeTKOM MUIIeHbIo. f
BEPHYCh YTPOM, TaK 4YTO IMPOJOIKAN OEeTUTHCSI CO MHOM CBOMM MECTOIIOJIOKEHUEM».

— 4 moHuMalo, — KUBHYyJa OHa. — THl... coOMpaembcst yOUTh MeHsI, KOTHa BCe 3TO 3aKOHUUTCA? —
CIIpOCHUJIa OHA, ¥ TeMHOTa OCTAHOBHUIACh. Tanu Habmtofana, Kak OH 00AyMEIBAET 3TOT BOIIPOC,
npexpe 4eM [10Ka4yaThb I'OJI0BOM.

-V MeHs HeT mpuyuH Te0s yOUBaTh.
3aTeM OHO MCUYEe3JI0 B TEMHOTE.

)%k

Hukonait u3mameka CMOTPEIN Ha OCBeIeHHBIN 0COOHSK. Ero TemedoH CHOBa 3a3BOHMII B KAapMaHe, 1
OH yBHUZEJ, YTO 9T0 Tayiu, OTIpaBuUBIlas eMy CBOe HOBOE MECTOIIOJIOXKEHHUE.

«OHa He neITaeTcs yoexaTb», — BnedaTnuncs Hukonai. Dark Echo ucmons3yet TeMHbIe SMOLINH,
YTOOBI 3aCTABUTH KEPTBY UCIIOIHUTEL CBOU KeJlaHusd. CIIy4unoch Tak, 4YTO CAMBIM CHJIBHBIM YYBCTBOM
Tanu K Mupy OblNT cTpax. — 2Kaynkui 4enoBeK, — B3TOXHYJI OH.

Korpma on moBepHYyJics, 4TOOBI TIOCMOTPETh HAa 0COOHSIK, €T0 XKeJlynoK IepeBepHyics. Hukomato
HY2KeH OBl IIpensior, yTo0w yOenuTh KHSXKHY Maputo. Apxeosnory notpe6oBaiioch iBa JHs, YTOORI
pacummdpoBath TaOMUUKY, U €My HYKHO OBIJIO HAUTH CII0CO0, KOTOPHIHM He BEHI30BET MOI03PEHMH.

Ero HOTH Hecnu ero 4yepe3 cafgsl 0coOHsAKa. My3blKa JOCTHUIIA €T0 yIIed, ¥, KaXKeTcsi, HaCTajlo caMoe
Xyquiee U3 cOOpaHusi: TAHIIbL.

'‘OnpaBgaHue...'

BrII0 TPYIHO HAWTH MOOXOOSIIET0, IOTOMY YTO MacTep DOBapA MOT CIIEUTh 3a HUM II0 KPacHOU
TATyUPOBKE Ha IIpeamieube. HuKojai MOT OBl CTEPETH €TI0 CBOEN THMOM, HO 3TO OBl HACTOPOXKHUIIO
CTaporo MOHCTpA.

910 OBlNa IIEemoTKA.

Hukonai Bolesn B 3ajl ¥ YBUEJI, YTO BEJIbMOXY TAHIYIOT ApYyT ¢ ApyroMm. CegaTas Mapus TaHIlieBaa
c 1oHome# u3 CKOTCKOM Packl, 1, KaXkeTcs, OH OBbIT U3 KOPOJIEBCKON CEMBH.

JIunuT TaHIeBasna C OBOPSIHUHOM U3 POC&pI/II/I, TeéM CaMBIM 49€JIOBEKOM, KOTOpBIIZ cnac Hukomas ot ee
KOrTel. BOoNbIIMHCTBO MI0AeN TaHIleBaau, 1 HuKosan BEIEISNICS, Kak 00JIbHOMI I1ajer.

— Moii 6exeHeln; — 6amKoH, — B3MOXHYN HuKomail, HampaBnsisch K Hemy. OJHAKO, TIOX0XKe, eTo yXKe
KTO-TO OIEPenu, u 3To Obl1 He JIyKac.

— Eme oguH me3epTup? — CKasaja IoHas 3BEPOKEHIKMHA, TOBEPHYBIIUCH K HEMY JTUIOM. « 51 OBI
BBITHAJT TeOsI, HO T 00CITY2KMBAEIIb 9Ty UANOTCKYIO IIPUHIIECCY .

— He ockopbnsiiiTe ee, eciiu 3HaeTe Moe IOJI0XKeHNe, — HaXMYPHUBILIUCE, cKa3an Hukomaii. Beio
YYBCTBO OIIACEHUS, IPeNyIpexkaalollee ero OT YeJioBeKa Iepey HUM.



KeHIIIMHA-3BEPD ITOBEPHYIIACh, OleTast B cepeOpsiHLIM KOCTIOM. HuKoal He MOT ONPeNeNuTh ee
pacy, HO y Hee OBIJIO 1Ba OOIBIINX KPACHEIX POTa Hafl €€ KOPOTKUMH B3JI0XMauyeHHBIMU CeIBIMU
BosiocaMu. CepeOpsiHas MacKa CKpHIBaJia ee JIUI0, U3-3a Yyero Hukonai He MOT OIPeaeNnTh ee
JINYHOCTb.

— 4 Mory ckasaTh, KOTjia JII0IX BHIHYKIEeHH! OBITh TIe-TO UJTM KeM-TO, — OHa yKa3aJjia Ha Hero
monbopoakoM. «IlocemHee MecTo, Tie ThI XO4YeIllh ObITh, 30eCh, ¥ TBOS JIOSTIBHOCTD K 9TOU
IIPUHIIECCE TTOYTH PaBHA HYJIIO».

"...KTO THI?"

«Kaxk Bcerma, 3TO IIepBOe, 0 UeM OHU CITPAIIMBalOT», — B3[MOXHYJIa OHA, IIOJHSB YalllKy U BHIIUB €e€.
«ThI Oyelb MOKJIOHATHCS MHE, ecliu 51 6yny 6orom? Thl Oymelrs 60AThCA MeHS, ecnu g 6yny
IObSIBOJIOM?»

Huxkonall He OTBETHUI ¥ TOJILKO MOJI4Ya CMOTpeJI Ha Hee. ITU pora OblJIM HECKOJIBKO Pa3In4uME,
T109TOMY OBIITO HEBO3MOXKHO OTIPEENIUTh ee TUYHOCTh. Cpenu 3HATU 3TOr0 KOPOJIEBCTBA TaKHeE pora
OBbLTH TOJTBKO Y OHOTO YesioBeKa, ¥ HuKomalk BCTpedascsi C HUM B IIPOIIION XKU3HM: 3BEPUHEBIHN 11apb.

— Ero pora ObIsiM MeHbIIIe TI0 CPaBHEHUIO C HUM, — HaxMypuicsa Hukonai. «ECTh TOPCTKa JIIOfEN TOM
e pacsl, uTo 4 Koponb 3Bepeut. Cpenu HUX eCTh TOJIBKO OHA TakKas XKe MOJIofas XKeHIIWHA, Kak I».

— THI 3aKOHYMII TafaTh? — CIIpOCHJIa OHQ, CKy4as. "TrI IOTEPLA TaK MHOTO BpEMEHH, TaK YTO s YGBIO
Te0s1, eCJIM ThHI He yranaemb“, - 3aCMeddJIaCh pOoraTad XKEeHIWHA.

Onnako Hukomnait 3Has, 4TO OHa CEPhe3HO OTHOCUTCS K KaXKIOMY €€ CJIOBY, HECMOTPS Ha ee CMeX.
Cnaboe HaMepeHUe yOUTH IPOCOYUIIOCH U3 HEe, M OHA OTHOCUJIACh K 3TOMY Tak, Kak OyATo urpania B
Urpy. JTa XKeHIKWHa OblJla HEeHOPMaIbHOM.

— Tw emguHCTBEHHAS [04b mpensiayinero Llaps 3Bepelt, — HaxMypuiacs HuKoai, MOCKOIbKY 3TO
OBLIIO IIPEeioM ero 3HaHu. «HeT Opyroro yejgoBeKa, KOTOPHIM MOAXOANI Okl Te6e 110 BHEIIHOCTH.

«MyKYMHBI TaKKe TIOBEPXHOCTHBEIE, — B3[IOXHYJa OHa. «OHU BCerga CyOsT O Hac I10 Hallen
BHEIIHOCTHU. BOT 4TO 51 Tebe TOBOPIO: TH YMpeIllb B OMMHOYECTBE, €C/TH He M03a00THIILCS O JKEHCKOM
cepaie».

HampsixkeHue crao, KOToa OHa IOMoIIa 0nuxke K HeMy. HuKomaii MOPTHYJI, ¥ €T0 MacKa McYe3ia.
BMecTo 3TOr0 OH GBI MEXK[Y €e IMaIbllaMH, TaHITyS.

"THl YemoBeK?" — CIIPOCHUJIa OHA C UTPHUBOM YIIBIOKOM, ITOKA MacKa IIjIsicana MeXay ee masnblamu. Ero
cepille 3amMepJio, TOTOMY 4YTO OH faxKe He MOT BUAETh, YTO IIPOU30IIJI0. JTa KEHIIMHA CHsIa C HeTOo
MackKy, a OH flaxke He CMOT OTpPearupoBarTh.

"f", ckasazi OH, B TO BPpeEMS KaK ero JIAIO ObIJIO XOJTOAHBIM. «II0xKanyicTa, BEPHUTE MO0 MacKy».

— TrI paccTpoeH, 4To s YBU[IEI TBOE JIUIIO? OHA CHOBA YCMEXHYJIach, IIOKA3kIBasi €My CBOU KITHIKH.
Hukomait 4yBCTBOBaJI, KakK U3 Hee UCXOOUT TEMHAs 9HEPIus, ¥ OHa BHITATUBAJIa U3 HETO BCE CaMoe
xynmee. OgHako Hukonay He IeBeIbHYJICS.

«4] xxenar aHOHUMHOCTH».

«0 6oxe, 0 60Ke, 0 60:Ke», — IMOBTOPHIIA OHA, ¥ HA ee JIUIle OTPa3UJIOCh YOUBIeHUue. « Thl IOBOJILHO
XOPOIII0 KOHTPOJIMPYEIllb ThMY CBOETo cepatia. Ho HeT, 9To HempaBuIbHO. T He MHITAEIIbCS



COepZXKaThk €€, IIOTOMY 9YTO OHa HUKOI'Ja HEe COEPXKUBaAJIdCh».

Cxka3zaB 3T0, XeHIIWHA TPOTSIHYa eMy ero Macky. Hukomai HOCHIT ero, a XKeHIIIWHA II0BEPHYIIach K
OaKOHY.

— Bynb 0CTOpOXKEH, ciyra, — UCKPeHHE CKa3aja OHa. «TBOE cepale — mobuMasi efja 3TUX CYLIECTB.
Ecnu Th He OyZelib 0CTOPOXKEeH, Te6Ost IOCTUTHET TParudeckas cymb0a».

— O yeM THI MEHS IpeAyIpexaaens? — cupocusl Hukomai, Korga keHIIrHa MOBEPHYJIACh K HEMY.
OHa ycMexHyJach, TOKa3kIBast KIILIKM B IIMPOKOU YIIEIOKE.

<<By,]1]:> OCTOPO2KEH, NHa4Y€e NEMOH MOZKET IIOTJIOTUTH TeOsI».
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