"Kak oH?" — cnpocuina CaTasg Mapus, riapas B okHO. Hukosait Mosgar, mobysach ee muatbeM. OHI
OBLIIM OZIETHL IJI BCTPEUH, U ee KpacoTa fejajla ee MeHee YTOMUTEIbHOM.

«BHI X0THTE IIOJIY4YHUTHh OTBET, YTO C HUM BCE B IIOPAOKE», — CKa3aJl Huxkomnaii. <<OJZ[HaKO OH, KaXKeTC,
TIOHSJI, YTO MBI CIIEOUIIM 3a HUM. Bce, 4TO MBI BUAEIHA, MOTJIO OBITD IIpoCTO PII"pOfI».

Hukonaii 3Ha1, 4TO 9TO HE HUI'pa, HO eMy HyXKHO OBIIIO oaTh e IIPpaBUJIbHOE OTHOIIEHNE K JIIOOsIM.
CsaTaga MapI/IH HEe MO2KeT IIPOAOO0JIZKATh JOBEPATH BCE€M, © UMEHHO 3TOI'0 XOTeJI OT HETO MacCTep
SHBapH. OpHako OH [esaj 3TO He [JIS 3TOT0 CTaporo MOHCTpa, a OJisd 4eJIoBe4YeCTBa B IIEJIOM.

«39T0 He OBITI0 TPUTBOPCTBOM, fiaxKe ecy ObI OH 3HAJI, YTO MbI CJIEIUM 3a HUM», — yJIBIOHYJIach OHA.
«Jlypak He MOXKeT Ie’CTBOBATh, Haxke eCJIU OBl OT 3TOT0 3aBHCEJIa eT0 XKU3Hb».

— TrI cIMIITIKOM €My HOoBepsielllb, — Mpenynpenun Hukona, yBumeB, Kak OHA HAET, YTOOBl OTKPHITH
SIIUK U HafIeTh MAcKy, KoTopas Oblyia BHYTPU. "UTO 3T0?" OH HAXMYPHUJIICS.

«CerogHAIHKY 0as MOCBSIIEH MUPY MeXOY pacaMu, IT03ToMy ObII0 Ol JTy4ine, eciiu Obl BCce OBITU B
MacKax», — CKa3ana CeHT-Mapus. «9T0 TaKXkKe B HEKOTOPOM POJie Tpafulius OTCTauBaTh
PaBEHCTBO».

— ...0OHa TaKas Hafl0OeIuBasi, — BEIHYXKEH OB MpU3HaTh 9T0 Hukomaw. Ee mpencTaBIeHus 0 MUpe
¥ 0 YeM OBI TO HU OBLIO 0O0JIbIle ITIOXOOUIN Ha O0Jie3HeHHEIe WITI03UY, HeoOXOOUMEIe el [Id
BBIKMBaHUS. «BbI0Ch 00 3aKJajl, OHa YyBCTBYET Ce6s XOPOIIO, KOT{la TOBOPUT UX, HO 9TO yMasseT
CTPaJaHus XKEPTB BOUHEI».

OnHAKO, eciii OHa X0TeJIa, YTOOK OH HOCHJI MacCKy, TO [JIs Hero 3To ObIo Jaxe nydire. Hukomal He
X0TeJ, YTOOBI €0 JIUIO OBUIO0 U3BECTHO BEIBMOXKAM 3TUX KOPoJIeBCTB. Camo 1o cebe To, 9To JIykac
YBUJIETI eT0 JINIIO, yKe OBIII0 HEPHUSITHO.

Y Hukomas 6blyla MECCHSI, ¥ OHA 3aKJIi04ajach B TOM, YTOOR TPOHUKHYTEL B CelecTuio, UCIOIb3ys
CBOU CHJIBL. ITO MOXKET II03BOJIUTH eMy 0001 TH 3aKoH OTOOPa ¥ HAIPSIMYIO MOIYYUTh CUJIEL Basa.

OpmHO [meno HeHaBUOETh OOT0B, @ APYroe — BOPOBATh Y HUX. Ero IIaH OedCTBUTEILHO MOT CHOEATh
€ro U3rHaHHUKOM CeJIeCTUH, HO eT0 3TO He BOJIHOBAJIO, TaK KaK OH HUKOTHa He ObUT Jo0p K HEMY.

«HapeHb MacKy», — mompocuia ero Mapus, IpoTsaruBasi eMy YePHYI0 MacKy, 3aKpHIBAOIIYI0 HOC 1
rina3a. Hukosmay B3MOxXHYJI, IPUKIIagbIBas €ro K JIUIY, U 0Ka3aJl0Ch, YTO 9TO 3a4YapOBaHHLIM IIPEOMET.
«He Gecmoko#TeCh 0 TOM, YTO OH yIageT».

Casrast Mapus ynslOHYyIach eMy U3-TI0f CBoel 6eslof MacKy, HKPYCTUPOBAHHOM [paroleHHEIMU
KaMHAMU. OH [OMOJIHAT ee IIJIaThbe U CePbI'H, IPUAaBas el aHTeIbCKYI0 aypy.

OHM BHIIIIK U3 0COOHSKA U HAIIPaBUIIKUCh K Oany, HO MacTep dfBap[ WX He compoBoxkaas. Korga
Hukomaii cipocus KHATHHIO, OHa CKa3asla, YTO OH He JI0OUT TaKUX MEPONPUATHHN U PeOKo OhIBaeT Ha
HUX.

Ban Ben X0351MH 3TOT0 TOpofa, UM KoToporo Hukoaii He ygocykuics y3HaTb. OOeieHHBIN 3al1 ObII
OO0JIBIIKMM, CO BCEX CTOPOH CTOSIJIA CTOJIBI C €I0H, a ceperHa OblIa OTKPHITA M1JIs1 O0OJITOBHYU M TAHIIEB.
He6ombImnue cafbl yKpaIaad 0COOHSIK, TO3BOJISIS JIIOASIM BHYTPH CTOSITh PSIIOM C HUMU U OOJITATh.

«PocmraHCKasi KOPOJIeBCKasl CEMbS 3[1eCh», — OOBSIBHUII I'JIaliaTad 6ana. Bce B3oper 00paTUNIKUCh Ha
HuX, 1 HuKoMal mOHST ellle OMHY CBOIO POJIb: IOMOTaTh KHATHHE B TAKWX CIyYasiX.



Pabora cTtanoBunack Bce 6omee pasnpa}Kafomeﬁ, HO 9epe3 HECKOJIBKO OHel OHa 6YJIGT 3aKOHY€EHa,
€CJIX eT0 IIJIaHBI YBEHYAI0OTCsA yCIIEeXOM. YacTe ero njiaHa U OffHa U3 €r0 COCTAaBJIIIOIINX 3aBUCENIa OT
CErOgHAIITHETO BEICTYIITIEHU .

- o6po moxkanoBaTh, TOUETHEIE TOCTH, - CKa3aJsl IOJOLIEeANINH BIepe ] IION03PUTEIbHEIN TapeHb B
Macke. «fl ceropHs xo3suH, 'ocnopu...» — u Ha 9ToM uHTepec Hukonas 3akoHumncsa. Bmecto aToro
€ro UHTePeCOoBaJId TOCTH, KOTOPEIE CJIeTaIUCh K HUM, KakK roiny0Ou.

«30paBCTBYUTE, Ballle BEICOYECTBOY.
«IIpuHniecca Mapus Kak Bcerga IpekpacHa».

«YecTb BCTPETUTH BAC HAaKOHEIL», — CKa3aJl YeJI0OBEK, KOTOPOTO TOJIIa IIPOMyCTUa. ITO OBII HE KTO
WHOM, KaK CBSIIEHHUK, KOTOpOoro HuKomait yBunesn B BUOEHUU. «f 0XKKUga0 yBUAETh TeOs Ha puUTyase
yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO OHEeM», CKa3all OH C XKYTKUM CMEXOM, LIeIys ee PYKY.

— 41 o0s13aTenpHO IPUY, — OHA YIRIOHYTach, He oOpalast BHEMaHuUs, X0Ts HuKomai MOT cKas3aTh,
YTO OHA BEIHYKOAET. « MHOTO€ y3HaJl 0 BeJIMKHUX [elax Jopaa Bukcaca».

IToka men pa3roBop, Hukomal CTOSI Ha 3agHEM IINTaHe. HEeCKOIBKO 4eI0BEK 3aMETHUIH €T0, U BCE
OHH MOTJIM CKa3aTh, YTO OH OBIJTI HOBLIM BacCaJIOM ee BEICOYeCTBa.

IBopsiHe 3BepuHOro KoposyeBcTBa Manio 3a60THINCEH O HEM, TaK KaK He 3Ha/IM BHYTPEHHUX Aes
KOpOJIeBCTBa. 3aTeM, OIHAKO, €T0 CTaJId 3aMeyaTh POCHUCKYEe IBOPSIHE, TaK KakK CJIyra ee
BBICOYECTBA OBI KeJIaHHOM [IOMKHOCTBIO IIOUTH [JIT BCEX MOJIOJBIX JTIOHEH.

— HpI/IBeT, — CKa3all 4eJioBeK B MacKe, 1 Hukomau YyTh HE 3aKaTHUJI Ha HETO I'Jla3a.

-- BBl He K TOMyY 4eJI0BEKY IT'OBOPUTE, -- CKa3asl Hukomnay, risans Ha KHAXHY. JIyKac oTpaxail
Hukonas, u ero B3risap 3agepxKaics Ha NPUHIECCE, IPeXe YeM B3LOXHYTh.

— Kaxk Bcerma npekpaceH, — npo6opmotarn JIykac. «OnsiTh ke, s 9yBCTBYIO, YTO OHA — COJIHIlE, K
KOTOPOMY $1 He JIOIK€eH IIPUOIUKATECI».

«Tol yormogok KopomnescTBa Pocust 1 caMblii HEHABUCTHBIM MOJIOIOM Y€JIOBEK B 3TOM ITOKOIEHUU», —
cka3an Hukonaii. «OHa IpuHILIecca, KOTOPOU BCe BOCXUILAIOTCS, X ONWH U3 JIyYIINX KaHOAUAATOB Ha
mpecTon. [JeCTBUTENBHO COJIHIIE, a TH OeCKphITIas ITHLIA».

«Beckphbisias ITUIla MOXKET JIeTaTh, €CJIM BETEP HaIlpaBIISIeT ee», — C HafeXKmou ynuonycs JIykac,
HO HuKoOMai TONMBKO ITOKavas TOJI0OBOM. «$ CITUIITKOM aMOHUII03eH?» — UCKPEHHEe CIIPOCHIT OH.

«HUKTO HEe CTUIIKOM aMOUITMO3€eH B MUPE, TIe MOXKHO Peaanu30BaTh J00ke aMOUIIuu», — CKa3al
Hukomnaii. «OgHAKO s HE myMalo, 4TO OOIIeHKe C IIPUHIIECCON ITPUBEMNET BaC K YEMY-TO XOPOIIEeMY».

«THl Ipenympexaaels MeHsI OT Hee BMECTO TOTO, YTOOH! ITPeyIpekaaTh ee 0T MEHI?»

— 91 u ot Tebs ee mpemocTeperan, — cka3an Hukoma, CTOsI C IPSIMOM CIIMHOM. «$1 Bepro, YTO HUYETO
XOPOIIETro U3 BaIllUX YYBCTB HE BRIUTETY.

«Bynmymee TymMaHHO», — cKa3aJ Jlykac, 3aKWHYB PyKH 3a rojioBy. « HUKTO He 3HaeT, 4To OymeT
[aJibIme».

— THI COBepIIIEHHO YBEPEH, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO KUBEIIb B MUPE IeMOHOB U 00r0B, — HAaCMEIUINBO
obpatuncs K HeMy Hukomnail. «BynyIee siCHO IJist MHOTHX, HO €70 MOXKHO ITepeIucaTh. ITO TOUHEE».



— Oro, — ckas3an Jlykac. «Hy, kaxeTcs, Te0s1 Toxke OyIyT HeHaBUAETh, CIIH 5 TPOHOIXKY C TO6O0M
pasroBapuBaTh. S BEIIBIO HA YIIHUIIE, €CJIM THl XOUEITh HaHTH MEeHS».

— TBI CIUIIKOM MOJI0f, YTOOB MUTh, — HaxMypusicst Hukomnaw, u JIykac BOCIPHUHSII 9TO KaK LUIYTKY U
OT OyIIX paccMmesisics, yxons. Hukomai B3MOXHYJII OT TIECTIaBUs IBOPSH.

3aTeM OH IIOBEPHYJICS K TONMe. MacKu Tak XOPOIIO CUAeNH Ha HUX, ¥ HuKosal mpeamnoynTan ux
nuiaM. I1o KkpaliHei Mepe, OHU HOCHJIM MaCK{ BMECTO TOT'0, YTOOBI MEHSITh CBOM JIMIIA HA OMHO, YTO
OBIII0 HAMHOTO CTpallTHee.- He ymMaio, 4TO OHa YIIYCTUT 3TOT IIAHC, - HuKomai 06Bes B3TISIOOM
TOJITy, HO 11eJX He OblJI0 BUAHO. - [lyMato, oHa elnle He mpuObna. HukKoma moBepHycs, YTOOB YHTH C
Oaa, ¥ mOIIeNl Ha BTOPOM 3TaX, K 0ankoHy. ITo ObsIo Oojiee 6e30macHOe MecTo, UTOOH He
CMEIINBAThLCS C OBOPSTHAMMU, ¥ OTIUYHBIN 0030p, YTOOH HAWTH CBOIO Lienb. [Topmornesn ohUIMaHT,
4yTOOBI TPEIJIOKUTh €My BHIIUTH, ¥ HUKOIaM B35 OHY.

— ¢ He myMalo, YTO OHA VIYCTUT 3TOT IMIAHC, — HUKOJa# OTIsifes TONIY, HO HUKAKUX MPH3HAKOB €T0
1enu He Ob1T0. — JIyMalo, OHa ellle He MPUOBIIa.

Hukomnaii moBepHyCs, YTOOB OCTABUTh MSIY, U TIOIIENI HAa BTOPOM 3TaXK, HAMPABIISICh K 0aNKoHY. OTO
On110 6o1ee 6Ge30macHOe MeCcTo, YTOOBI He CMEIITNBATHCS C JBOPSHAMHU U UMETh OTJIMYHEIN 0030p,
yTOOBI HAWTHU CBOIO I1eyb. [logomien opuIManT, YTOOH ITPEIJIOKUTh eMy HalUTKU, ¥ Hukoman B3si
O[IMH.

— Anxkorosnb, — Hukoj1au yCTaBUJICS Ha CBOE OTpaXKeHue. «f HeHaBUAell 3TO pPaHblle U HEHAaBUXKY
ceituac. KaxeTcsi, HEKOTOpHIE Bellld HUKOTTla He MEeHSI0TCSI», — IOAyMaJl OH 1po cebs ¥ CHOBa
YIOUBUIICS, TIOYEMY KTO-TO PEIINJI COMTH C yMa.

"3mpaBCTBYM, TAMHCTBEHHBIN CITyTa," CKa3asl rojioc 1mo3agu Hero. Hukomnail moBepHYICS, YTOOB
IIOCMOTPETh Ha XKEHIIMHY, KOTOPOoi OBLIJI0 OKOJIO ABafLaTH IATH JIET. — X0Yelllb Pa3fesuTh CO MHOM
BHIMTUBKY? OHA KOKETIUBO YIILIOHYIACE.

— ¢ HecoBepIlIeHHOIeTHUH, OAPHIIIHS, — CKa3aa Hukoak XKeHIMHe B MacKe, ¥ OHA 3aMepIia.
HeyguBuTeIbHO, YTO €T0 CJI0OBA CTAH HEOXKHUIAHHOCTHIO, TIOCKOJIBKY OOJIBIIMHCTBO IBOPSH He
3a00THJINCE O TAKUX Belrax.

«Torma s1 MOTY Hay4uTh TeOss Koe-4eMy», — OHa ITOMIOIIa K HEMY U MOJI0XKHIa PYKy eMy Ha Ier0. B
royioBe Hukomnasi 3a3BeHesnia TPEBOTa, YyBCTBO OJIM30CTU TEPPOPU3UPOBAJIO ETO.

— Y6epu pyky, uHaue y Te0s ee He OyeT, — pe3K0 CKa3all OH, ¥ XKeHIIWHa B3IPOrHyIa OT ero
B3TJIsa. [1epBOOBITHEIN CTpAxX 3aCTABUII ee 3aip0KaTh, KOT{la OHa BCTPETHUIIACH C €T0 GAarpOBLIMHU
rJIa3aMH.

«Harmner...» — Kunesna oHa, ¥ HUKoIal MOHSIJI, YTO CIUIIKOM IIOCIIEIITHO TaK yTPoXKaTh ABOPSHKe. Mx
3ro OBIJI0 COBEPIIEHHO HEHOPMabHBIM. — ThI JyMaelllb, YTO CMOXKEIllb...

— Bort THI e, Jlalin, — mpepBa ux pa3roBop rojioc, ¥ 3To Oblja He KTO MHAas, KakK caMa IIpUHIecca.
— Trl MHe HYXKeH Koe ¢ 4eM. Y Te0st eCTb MUHYTKa?

— Ia, Baue BbICOYECTBO, — HuKOMaM OTOIIEN OT KEHIIUHbL ¥ TOKJIOHUJICS CBATOMY, 00paTUBILIEMYCS
K JKEeHIIHHE.

— Mory g BaM momMoy4s, Mucc Aburein?

— Ax, HeT, — OTIIATHYJIACh 2KE€HIIIXHaA. <<Ter[epb g IIPOMa0Ch», — OHa IOCIIEIIXIIa Y6e}KaTB OT HHUX, U



oba CMOTpPEJIN Ha Hee, II0Ka IIPUHIIEeCCa HEe B3JOXHYIJIA.

«MHe o4eHb XKab, JIalin. 3To IPOU3OIIIO IOTOMY, YTO OHa XO0TeJla UCIIOIb30BaTh TeOs U MONIyYuTh
nHbopMauuo 000 MHe. JTa XeHIIMHa — OflHAa U3 [I0C/Ie0BaTeNbHUI] MOero OpaTa, ¥ OHa HaMepeHa
BJIE3TH B MOIO JKU3HbBY.

— 4] Tak moHMMalo, Ballle BLICOYECTBO, — CKa3asn Hukomal, mpexne 4eM cupocuTh. «ECTh 4TO-
HUOYyIb, YTO 5 JOJIKEH chenaTh? g MOT OBl CIIPABUTHLCS C 3TOM CUTyaluen».

— §1 3Ha10, — yneIOHYTack Mapusi. «OmHaAKO MO OSOs CBSI3aJICsS CO MHOM IT0 TOBOAY Bac. ETo
TIOOPYTa X04UeT MOCETUTD Oall, ¥ OH X04eT, YTOORI BRI COIIPOBOXKIAIK ee. A, BOT U OHa».
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