HOCKOJ’IBKY B 3TO BpeMs I'IpOH.IJ'IOfI XKM3HYU OH HAaXOOHUJICSI B afiCKHX OHSX B aKajgeMuu, Hukoiai o4yeHb
MaJIO 3HAJI O CIINIETHAX M MOJIOOBIX T'OCIIOOAaX KOPOJIEBCTBA. OpmHako OBLIT OOWH 4YeJIOBEK, KOTOPEIM OHHU
BBEIPOCJIH, BOCXHIIIasACh UM B [ToxOM.

CaMBI#l CUJILHBIN.

IlaBHBEIM-TaBHO KOPOIEBCTBO P03us OBIZIO0 Ha IpaHu Kpaxa MPOTHUB 3BepUHOT0 KOoposeBCTRa.
CocenHue HapOOBl PELIUIH, YTO JIy4Ille BCEro BEIOPATh CTOPOHY MOOEeIUTE s, T03TOMY OTIIPABUIIH
IIOMOIIb B 3BepuHOe LlapcTBo.

910 OBINIO MOYTH TPUALATH JIET Ha3af, Tak YTO CUIIbHEHIIHNH B TO BpeMs ObIJT BCET'0 JIUIIh MOJIOIBIM
conpgatoM. [Tpegeioyiui Kopoib 0BT HEKOMIIETEHTEH, U OyaylIee BHITISAAEN0 6e3pafloCTHHIM.

Ero 3Banu I'pudduH, B 4eCTh TereHnapHoro 3Beps, U OH OB laXKe CUIbHEee 3TOr0 MoHCTpa. Korma
BOWHa 01M3MUIach K KOHITY, a Oyamyllee BHITJIANENI0 MPaYHEIM, 3TOT YeJI0OBEeK MOSBUJICS IIOCPENH
OTYasHUA.

Moimp ero BeTpa crasa 1o0uMoi TeMon 6apaa; Bce OOMIIHI IIpecieloBay CUITy ero Tena. HakoHerr,
€r0 Tepor3M CIIaC KOPOJIEBCTBO OT BEIMUPAHMS, ¥ BOMHA 3aKOHYMIIACE.

[Tocrne aToro mHS OH ObIT U3BECTEH KaK CUJIbHEHIHH 60ell B Mupe. IIyTh 3TOTO YesloBeKa OT IIPOCTOr0
conpgarta 6e3 TUTYyIa [0 Tepiora O CPogHU cKaske. OmHAKO 9TOT YeJIoBeK OB e fUHCTBEHHBIM, O
KOM T'OBOPHJIM, YTO OH CHeEJIasl MoJara K 002KeCTBEHHOCTH, YTO CHeIano ero Io1y6oroM.

TpynmHO OBLJIO IIPENCTaBUTh, YTOOH Y TAKOT'0 JPEBHETO YeslioBeKa, Kak ['pudduH, 6611 BHEOPaYHBIi
CBHIH, HE TOBOPS Y2Ke 0 HEHaBUAUMOM MHOTUMHU. OOBSICHUTH 3TO MOXKHO OBIJIO TOJIBKO TEM, YTO 3a
OMCKpUMUHALKeH cTosn oM ['prudduHOB, MOCKOIBKY YOIIOMOK OBIT 4y2KAKOM.

— Jlaiin, TH TaKOH Xe, KaK 1 BCe, — B3OOXHYJIa IIPUHIIECCA. «BBI OBI TOTIAJIMCH Ha KPIOYO0K, KakK
TOJIBKO Y3HaJIA 6131, YTO 3TO CBSI3aHO C YEJI0OBEKOM, N3BECTHHIM KaK CUJIbHEUIIINI».

— Mory s maxe 0TKa3aThCsl OT TBOEH KOMaH/IbI? — OECIIOMOITHO CIIPOCKTI OH. JTaxke eciy Okl OH ObIIT
3aMHTepecoBaH, Hukomai mpenmnoyesn Obl MOATOTOBUTLCS K CBOMM IIJIaHAM BTOPXKeHUs B CeIecTuio.

— Xe-xe, — OHa 3aCTEeHYHBO paccMediace, u Huxkonai HegoyMeBall, KakK TaKOM YeJI0BEK MOXKET
0Ka3adThCA KpOBaBBIM CBSATHIM. be3KanoCTHRIN KOMaHAOWD, KOTOPOMY HUYTO HE MeIllaeT, ¥ TOT, KTO
II032Ke CTaHeT PEJIMTHO3HBIM CBATEIM.

OHu mepecekanu KiyM0Oy U LUK B TOPOJ, CEeAys MJlaHaM IIPUHIIEeCCH. [IpuynHa ee HHTEpeca K
yOII0[KY OCTaBaslach 3aragkoi, Ho HuKoai MOT MCII0/Ib30BaTh 3TOT IIJIaH, YTOOH! UCIIOIh30BaTh
IIPOCTYIIKY 3TOTO YOIIOKa.

— Ecnu g cMory maHTaXXUpoBaTh ChIHA TAKOTO YeJIoBeKa, TO CMOTY MOIYYUTh JOCTYII K
OecunCIIeHHEIM CeKpeTaM, — 4yTh He YXMBIIbHYJICA Hukomaii.

«TTOCKOJIBKY 3TOT HETOMSH SBISETCS CBOIHBIM GpaToM HEIHEITHero riaBsl [Joma I'pudoHoB, 3TO
CHJIBHO YCJI0XKHUIO cuTyauuto. ['pudun mocTaBus TOUKU Hafl 9TUM €r0 BHEOPAYHBIM CHIHOM U
IIPUHSJI B CEMBIO IIOJ €r0 HeIIOCPeACTBEHHLIM KOMaHoOBaHUEM, TaK YTO BOZHUKAET BOIIPOC, KTO
CTaHEeT HAaCJIeOHUKOM JOMa».

«Tak, puckpuMuHauus», — noHsan Hukomnan. «OgHaKo, jaxe eciy CylleCTBOBajia IPUUKUHA, 110
KOTOPOM €ero penyTalus Oblsa 3alsiTHaHa, 3TO He 3HAYMUT, YTO OH HeBUHOBEH. ChIH TAaKOT0O
MOTYIIIECTBEHHOT'0 YejioBeKa 00s3aTeIbHO OyIeT BeChbMa BHICOKOMEPHBIMY.



«THI TakOH XKe, KaK MO o0, X0Td BHEIMHE OH BENET cebs YBaXHUTEJIbHO. HuHu3sm — I[eI7ICTBI/ITeJ'[bHO
T'JlaBHAs 9€PTa BaC OBOUX. Kak Hacuer BEPEHI B XOPOIIIEee B JTIOOSX?»

«BEHI TOHUMAaETe, 4TO BEPHUTE B TO, 9YTO OH XOpOH.IPII:I YEeJIOBEK, O3HA4YaeT, 4TO BCEe, KTO
PacCIIpoCTpaHsAaeT CIIYXH, IIJIOXHe. BEI IMHUYHEL, IIOTOMY 4YTO BEPHUTE, YTO BCE JITYT O HEM>.

— ...Temeps 5 MOHUMAIO, TIOYEMY ThHl HPABHUIILCS MOEMY [se, — HaayJIach MPUHIIECCA, KOTa OHU
Tiepecekany peky. «§ Bce ele X04y pacciaemoBaTh 9TO Aej10. Tl He MOXKEIb 0TKA3aThCs, KakK MON
cryTar.

— OroucTuYHas Takas JeBUYOHKa, — HUKoJail 4yTh He CTONKHYJ ee B Bomy. OmHaKO OBIJI0O MHTEPECHO
PaCKpBITh TaKKe CIIyXu. ECu 3TOT YeI0BeK JeCTBUTEIBHO CTAHET ciaenyommmM ['prudoHoM, TO
Hukomaio OymeT 1moje3Ho y3HaTh 0 HeM Gosibiie.

Pribaky Havasu MOSIBIISITHCS Ha Oepery peku, Koria OHM I BO BHYTPEHHUE PaiioHbl rOpofa, I'me
IioMa 3BEPOJIIO0B OKPYKalIu KaXkIyl0 CTOPOHY IOPOTH.

OHM C OITacKo¥ CMOTPEJH Ha [IBYX He3HAKOMIIeB, KOTOphle 6€33a00THO MK 110 ropony. Hukomnai
XOTeJl YUTH B CKPHITHOCTH, UTOOH Ha HUX He Halajd, HO puHIlecca Obljia C HUM.

"OTtcropma!" oHa BOpYr yKa3aja Ha IIepeyJsIoK U NpHIrHyja B Hero. Crenys 3a Heu, Hukonau ysupger,
KakK KHATWHS [oCTalla 30HTUK. Ero 3amenaTeIbCTBO pa3pelniaoch, KOraa OHa BCTana PSAmoOM C HUM U
HalojHuja apTedakT MaHOM, 3aCTaBUB UX UCUE3HYTh.

— OTKypna TH 9T0 B3s1? HUKOal BOIHOBAJICS, TIOTOMY 4TO, €CJIHM 3TOT apTedaKT OblJT YacThI0
COKPOBUIIHUIIH HALlUX, €T0 HYyKHO OBIJIO OTCIIEOUTS.

«[Togapok oT gpyra», — 3arafjo4yHo CKa3ajla OHa, CXBaTUB €r0 3a PYKY U IIOTSHYB B KOHeIl IlepeyiiKa.
«4 mony4un vHGOPMAIIHIO, YTO OH YaCTO OBIBAET Ha 3TOM YIIUIE B 3TO BPEMS IHSI».

— Tol mpecnenyens ero?

— ...paccuenyeT, — 3aCTEHYUBO CKa3asia OHa, 1 HuKomait Havanm gymaTh, 9YTO 3TO GOJIbILE, YEM
IIPOCTO UHTepPeC MU Mo60nsITCTBO. [ToueMy KoposieBcKas mpuHIiecca 3a00TUTCS 06 9TOM TeMe U3
BCEX CIJIETEH B CTOJIHIE?

— Yro THI cOOMpAeINbCS OeaTh, €CJIH OH MPHUIIETT CIofga 00JIeTYUThCSA? €0 CI0Ba ObUIM JeP3KUMH,
YVUKTHIBAS, YTO OH PA3TOBAPHBAJI C IPUHIIECCOM 9TOTO KOPOJIEBCTBA, HO HY2KHO OBIIIO IIOATOTOBUTH €€
K 6e300pa3uio Mupa. «f yBepeH, 4To B BallleM OTYeTe YIIOMHUHAIOCh O TOM, YTO OH ITOKHIAI 3TO
MeCTO, a He BXoOus B Hero. ClieqoBaTeIbHO, 9TO MOXKET 03HayaTh TOJILKO TO, YTO OH OCTAJICS 3[eCh
Ha HOYb».

«$ HM4Yero He coOMpPaIOCh AeIaTh, TAK KaK 9TO HE UMEeeT KO MHe HMKAKOT0 OTHOIIeHusI. OmHAKO 3TO
OymeT 03HAYaTh, UTO JIIOAU HE OCTAHYTCS MMPeXHUMMU», — CKa3aja OHa, ¥ ITOCJIeqHUE ee CJI0Ba
IePeIIn Ha IIemoT.

Hukomait HuKaK He TPOKOMMEHTHPOBAJI €€ CJI0Ba, HO UX OBIIIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOB CKa3aTh €My, YTO
KHSITUHS BCTPeYanach C 3TUM YOJIIOIKOM PAHbIIE, MOXKET OBITh, OY€Hb HaBHO.

[Tocrne TOro, KaK OHY HAIIU KaKy0-TO T€Hb, UTOOBI CIIPSATAThCS, OHU CTaJIU XKAaTh. X oxupaHue
3aTSHYJIOChH, TIOKA €T0 He TIpepBasl IIyM 3aBUXPSIOIIErocs BeTpa. Korjga oHy MOBEpHYIH K KOHITY
YIIMIIBL, OTKYOa OYJI BeTep, TO YBUOEIN TUTAaHTCKOT0 opja, 0erymero 3a MaJIeHbKMM MaJIbYAKOM.



"AAAAAA!"

Manbpuuk Kpu4dall Ha 6ery, HO OpeJI He IIBITaJICA HallaCTh Ha HEeTO. OJIHaKO BpeMs OT BPEMEHHU OH
B3MaXHWBaAJl KPBIJIBAMH, ITIOCHIJIAA JIOIIACTH BETPA B 3€MIJIIO IT03daJ1 MaJIbYKKA.

«[Tomoxkmu», KOTMa MpUHIlecca yxke co0upasnach IPHTHYTh K HEMY Ha IIOMOIlb, HuKomai cXBaTHUI ee
3a pPyKy. «PeGeHKy He yrpozKaeT peasibHasi OMAaCHOCTD, ¥ OH 9T0 3HaeT. OOHAKO OH Bce elle GOUTCS,
YTO ero yAapsT, eCIIA OH OCTAHOBUTCS».

<<OT1'IYCTI/I MEHA», — HaXMYypPHUJIaCh CesTaga MapI/IH. «MEI HE MOXKEM PUCKOBATh, OCHOBEIBAACH Ha
BaIllWX IIPEAIIOIOKEeHUAX>.

«Mowu TIpennonokeHus: COXPaHUIM MHe XXKU3Hb», — CKa3aJl OH, OTIyCKas ee PyKy. «f mymalo, 4To
3TOT OpeJl YHUKAJIEH, U Bbl JOJIKHBL €T0 Y3HATh>.

CesiTast Mapusi OCTAaHOBHMJIACh ¥ B 3aMelllaTeIbCTBe MMOBEPHYIAch K opiy. Eif moTpe6oBanoch
HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHUM, YTOOBI IIOHSITh, UTO 3TO OBLT (haMHIIbSIP, CKOpee MOHCTP.

Hukomai HaxMypHIICS, IOTOMY YTO Y3HaJI 9TOI'0 MOHCTPA U3 CBOero BumeHus. OH MpuHaOIexan
MOJIOIOMY YeJIOBEKY, KOTOPHIM IIOMOT €My 10 TPUYKMHAM, KOTOPHIX OH He moHuMasl. OJHaKO AJIst Hero
He UMeJI0 CMbIC/Ia OBITh 3IeCh, €CIIA TOIBKO OH He ObLT YOIII0IKOM.

«CHpOTHI TOMOTAIOT APYT OPYTY», — CKa3all I0OHOIIa B BUOEHUH, HO 3a4eM €My 3TO TOBOPUTh, €CIIH
ero otrioM Osu1 I'pudpun?

HpHHuecca, Ka3aJIOCh, TOZKE 3TO ITOHAJIa X BO3AEPZKaJIaChk OT IIOMOIIMX MaJIBIITy. Ho korpa K0371€eHOK
1 OpeJl IIPOoIIIK MUMO HUX, OHU YBUEJIN PEIINMOCTE Ha JIMIIEe KO3JIEHKA.

Hukomait 1 Mapus IOIITK 3@ HUMH, CIIPSATABIINCh, ¥ MeXAy HUMHU 0oJibiie He OBIJI0 HU cyioBa. Ho Ha
3TOT pPa3 OHM OBUIM OJMHAKOBO 3aMHTEPECOBAHEI B 9TOM BOIIPOCE.

[Toxoxke, malaH TPEHUPOBAJICS, TIOTOMY YUTO MHITAJICS MCIIOIb30BATh MaHy KaX[bIH pa3, KOraa yxe He
Mor y6exkaTth. IT0 Oblia 6a30Bas TPEHUPOBKA 10 TPOOYKAEHUIO MaHH B UeJI0BeKe 6e3
MCIIOJTb30BaHUST KPUCTAJIJIOB, HO OHA OBIJIa HOBOJIbHO XKECTKOH.

TeM He MeHee, 3TO aBaJIo JIy4lllee CPOACTBO K MaHe, YeM KpucTasutbl. Hukosai BeiGpas 651 3T0
oOydenue, ecnu Obl He €T0 CIIOCOOHOCTh (hapMUTh KPUCTAJIIHL.

Kpowme Toro, He 651710 60IbIIEN TPUBI3aHHOCTH K ThME, UeM er0 HBIHEITHS S, IIOCKOJIbKY OHa CcTana
ero 4actbio. Ky0 BHyTpH ero Tesna OblT TeM, KTO CO3[aBall 3Ty TbMY, TO3TOMY OBLIO IIOHSITHO, YTO
Hukomai moJHOCTHI0 KOHTPOJIMPOBAJT ee.

OHu cregoBanyu 3a pe6eHKOM [0 TeX 0P, ToKa ero o0yyeHue He 3aKOHYMIIOCH, ¥ OHYM JOCTHUTIIN
yemuHEeHHOT0 MecTa Ha 6epery peku. Ha ruraHTCKOM KaMHE CHeJT MOJIOIOH YeT0BEeK, KOTOPHIH CIaj
TaM, U OH IIPOCHYJICS, KOT{Ia MaJIbYUK IIPUIIE].

"Bl mpeycnenu?"
"OuepenHoi pa3!"

«COBEpIIEeHHO PeIUTeNbHO», — IIPUCBUCTHYI MOJIOJOM YeI0BEK, BCKaKUBas. [[pU3eMIUBIINCH EPEN
pebernkoM, Hukomaii moYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK IIPUHIIECCA KPEIIKO CXBATHUIIA €T0 3a PYKY.

«KaxeTcs, 9T0 Tai», — CO B3[IOXOM TOAyMast mpo cebss Hukoma, moToMy 4TO 9TOT MOJIOJOU YeJI0BEK



OBITT TEM CaMBIM, KTO IIOMOT'aJI EMY B BUJEHUHU.

«BsI HE MOKeETe MOGEIUTL CAMOTO CUITBHOTO YeJI0BEKa, €CITU BEl TAK Cabbl», — ITOKa4asl IT'OJI0BOH
MOJIOfIOM YesioBeK. «BoT mouemy s1 6ymy TeM, KTO moOe uT ero», — cKa3all OH C YXMBITTKOH, YKa3bIBast
OOJBIINM T1a/IblieM Ha TPYHb.
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