OmyuieHne Meda, IIPOH3A0IIEro ero cepiile, BEPHYIOCh K HEMY, KOTHa OH BCIIOMHUII BPEMSsI, KOTOPOe
poBes1, paboTas mo HavyanoM Jlunut. EMy moTpe6oBanock 6eCYUCIIeHHOe KOTUYECTBO JIET, YTOOBI
TIOHSITB, YTO YEJIOBEK, KOTOPOTO OH CYUTAJI EAWHCTBEHHEIM Y€JI0BEKOM, 3a00TAIIMMCS 0 HeM, JIoMaJl
ero.

"4 cmoman TeOst unu s croMaj TBOI 000104Ky?"

Jlunut IIpOIIeIITalla eMYy Ha yXO, KOT'iad me3axk, Ka3aaoch, 3acThlI. JIuio JIekcu OBIIO MTOTHO MTeYally,
KOcu HaCTOPOZKEHHO OrjigabIBalIaChk BOKPYT, @ THOMEI KpHYaJIM Ha HUX. Bce 3aMepPJIo B KOCMOCeE.

JIunuT coenana HeOObINKe IIaTk OT HEeTo, Ipexk[e 4YeM ITOBEPHYThCSI K HeMy nulloM. Ee nuiio
IIPEBPATUIIOCh B Pa3MBITOE IISITHO, Kak OyaTO pa3yM HuKkomas 0TKa3kBajCs BUIETh ee CHOBA. OqHAKO
OH MOT CKa3aTh, YTO OHA YXMBLIISIIACE.

«$1 m3meHus Te0st WK IPOCTO IOKA3asI, KTO TH HA CAMOM [eJie?»

— ¢ He TaKo#, KaK Thl, — CTUCHYJ 3yObl Hukoma. «MHe He HPaBUTCS JIOMATh JIIOAEH, U I He Uy UX
CTpafaHum».

"Ho THI 3HaelIb, foporasi, Thl 3Haelb. Kak Tel gyMaels, mouyemy g BeiOpan Te6s?" OHa mogorna K
HeMy O7MKe U OCTaHOBHJIACh B HECKOJIBKHUX IIarax OT Hero. « Thl He X04elllh ObITh eIUHCTBEHHBIM
TIapaHOUKOM, CJIOMJIEHHEIM X HeCYaCTHBRIM. BOT ImoYeMy THI CTasl HOCUTENIEM CTpafiaHui, YTOOk!
yOemuThCs, YTO APYyTHe TaKue XKe, KaK Th».

IIH'..II

— HukTo, ecnu TONBKO TH He CO MHOM, — IIPOAOJIzKajla OHa CBOIO (Ppa3y ¢ yxMeIKoH, 1 Hukonai
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO CKUMaeTCsI. MUP CTAHOBHUJICS OTPOMHEBIM, & OH CTAaHOBUJICS MaJIeHbKUM, He B
CUJIax yrHaThCS 3a HUM. «BOT moyemy Tkl Oygels MCKaTh MeHS He AJISI MEeCTH, a [JIs1 TOT0, YTOOH
OBITH OOJIBIIIE, YEM ITPOCTO HUKEMY.

— 41 meMicTBUTENBHO HaMmy Tebs, HO 3TO OyAeT Oy TOro, YTOOH yOuTh TeOs. HeT, 4ToOB 3aCTaBUTh
TeOs cTpadaTh. S OTOMIIY 3a TO, UTO THI CHOEeJaJl, — MOYTH KpUYa, CKa3an HuKomaii, Ho KOM B ropJiie
IoMeIllaj eMy 3TO CHOENaTh. .

— IloHATHO, — yCMexHyach JIUIUT U CAefaja Iar Ha3af. «3Ta TBOSI MeCTh — TBOU €JUHCTBEHHBIN
crtoco0 I0Ka3aTh, UTO ThI OOJIbINE, YEM HUKTO».

"JaTkHUCH!"

Ero SAPOCTE PA3PYIINJIIa €ro CTPpaxX U UIIJIIO3UI0 €€ CYIIECTBOBAHUS. PeB Hukonas 3acTaBujl THOMOB
3aMOJI9aTh, @ TEMHOTA B €TI0 I'0JIOCEe HallyTrajid TOJILY.

HwuKkomait BEIPBAJICS M3 3TOTO U B3SJICS 3a 7100. YcTamocTs ¥ 6071b BOHOM 3aXJIECTHYIIH €T0 TeJo, OT
Yero y Hero BHe3allHO 3aKpYKuiaachk royoBa. KOcu cTosizia psimoM C HUM, BHITJISIAS 00€CIIOKOEHHOH,
KOTTa IIEITalach ero CTa0uIM3UPOBATE.

— Pa3Be He TH yrpoxKaia MHe HEeCKOJIbKO JHeU Ha3an? Hukosau mocMOTpesl Ha Hee U OTTOJIKHYII
IIPOTAHYTYIO PyKy. OH IIOBEpHYJICS K JIeKCH ¥ THOMaM, YbM OTHOLIEHUS yKe HeJlb3s ObIJI0 CIIacTH.

Ilaxe ecnmu OHU MIPOCTST ee, OHU NOTPeOYIOT HaclenCcTBa, U JIEKCU CYUTAET, YTO 9TO eAUHCTBEHHAS
IIPUYHUHA, 10 KOTOPOU OHU ee IPOCTuu. — Ei mydire 6e3 HUX.



JIekcu mOKaXKeT, YTO SIBIISIETCS OOHUM U3 BeIHYAUIINX MEXaHUKOB B allOKAIUIICHCE 1 Opr}KaIOlLIefI
cpene, KOTopas mejaeT mogen 683HaHe}KHBIMI/I " OLIeJIOMJIdeT UX POCT.

— BoI 3aKOHYMIN KpU4YaTh APYT Ha apyra? Beku Hukomas oTsxkesnenu, a moa ero 6arpoBo-KpacHEIMU
r71a3aMu IOSIBUNTMCh TEMHbIE KPYTH. 'HOMH ¥ OPYKeHWHUK, Ka3alI0Ch, OBLIH OIIeIOMIIeHEI
XOJIOOHOCTBIO €ro r'ojioca, ¥ OH He CTaj XKOaTh UX OTBeTa. «Temeph y Hee eCTh HACIEeACTRO.
EnvHCTBEHHBIN CII0CO0 MOTy4YnTh ero — youTh ee. KakoB Baill BEIOOp, THOMBI?»

CnoBa Hukonas cUIbHO IOAENCTBOBaIM Ha THOMOB, KOTOpPbIe 3aK0y1e6anuch, 0Ka3aBIIKUCh epeq
TakuM BeIOOpoM. ETo cimoBa 60Uty mpaBuibHEIMU. OHEM MOTYT IOJIYYUTh HAC/IEOCTBO, YOUB JIeKCH.

— Tr1 BuguiIb ux BelpaxkeHusa? Hukosau nosepHyscs K Jlekcu. OH He XOTeJl IoMaTh ee Bepy B
JIIONeH, Ho TaKoBa OblyIa pealbHOCTh. — f OCTaBIISTIO BEIOOP 3a TOOOMM.

CkazaB 310, HuKOMal pacKuHyJ PyKH, U B TEMHOTE IT0Ka3aJics ero Kopabnb «Anuac». OH MPHITHY T
Ha ero nmanyoy nepeq rHoMaMHu, KOTOPhe HaIleJIWIIA CBOM ITYIIKM Ha CYMIHO.

«BriOupait, opykenHuk!» — KpukHyn Hukomaii. «Tel 1160 ugelrs co MHOM, TUO0 OCTaeIIbCs C 3TUMHU
THOMaMu!»

— Iymaellb, Tl CMOXKeITb y0exkaTh? XepiieM BEICTPENIUIT U3 MMUCTOJIeTa, He NOXKHUAasICh OTBETA
Jlekcu. OTHEHHBIH LIAap yAapul B KOpIyc Kopabyis, Ho TeMHOTa cpaboTana, 4TOOL CBECTU €T0 Ha HeT.
"Bes ymep6a?" [HOM nOTpsiceHHO pobopMoTal.

«& CIWIITKOM MHOTO PACKPBII ¥ CIHIIKOM JOJT0 OIyXKman», — HoHAT HuKomai, 94To 3pst TepsieT 31ech
BpeMsi. EMy HY2KHO OBIIO KaK MOXKHO CKOopee mo0paThcs [0 JlereHmapHoro HaBeika ¥ MOmpoO0OBaTh
Ot60p Bana.

— JTo mocNemHUY pas, Koraa s Tebs cipalrBalo, JIeKcu, — B3rNSHYN Ha Hee Hukomait. — T
IIOMEIb CO MHOM MJIM OCTAHEIIbCS?

'HOMEI XOTeJI CHOBa BHICTPEIUTh, HO Mactep 'HOM nopHsn pyKy. OH CIIOXKHO B3[OXHYJI, IO Ha
Jlexcu. beinu coxaneHue, CTpax U PeIIuMOCTb.

«$1 BEIpAcTHII TeOs1, KaKk COOCTBEHHYIO J04Yb, HO S HE MOT 3aIlUTUTh Te0S OT Halllei HEHABUCTHU K
miopsiM. J[ToJIT, KOTOPHIH 5T UMe IIepel TBOUM OTIIOM, HOJIKeH ObITh BBHIIIOTHEH K HACTOSIIEeMY
BPEMEHHU, U S OCTABJISIO BEIOOD 3a TOOOM. TH PELIUINb, TaK U OymeT».

"Tel ¢ yma comen?!" XepieM B3peBeJI, Ipexkae YeM ero rojaoBa B3opBanach. O6e3riaBiaeHHOE TEJ0
yIajo Ha 3eMJII0 [0 UCIIyTaHHbIMU I'Jla3aMU TOJIIIH.

MacTtep 'HOM OIyCTHUJI TUCTOJIET C aypOM KaXKAbl KPOBH, KOTOpas yrpoxkaina 3aAyIIuTh Tomy. ['nasa
Hukomast mpuIypuInuch, KOToa OH IMOHSJI, YTO 9TOT CTAaphIM KapiauK OBl O0JIbIlle, YeM KaXKeTCs Ha
TIEePBHIM B3TJISAL,.

— Tert youn ero? OguH U3 THOMOB MOTISATHIICS.

«Ero pa3yM ObLT KCTIOPYEH, ¥ OH OCMEJIUIICS IIPOSIBUTH KO MHEe HeyBaxKeHue. ¢ yObio T000ro U3 Bac,
KTO YCOMHHMTCSI B MOEM pellleHun», — MacTep ['HOM OMyCTHI MUCTOJET U IIOBEPHYIICT K JIeKCH.
«BrIOupai, qUTSI».

Jlekcu mocMoOTpesna Ha CTaporo rHoMa Co cjie3aMu Ha ria3ax. OHa IIOBEPHYIACh, YTOOE! TOCMOTPETH
Ha 00e3riaBieHHOe Tesno ['epiaeMa, KOTOPHIH OB OMepKUM HE TakK [IaBHO.



Hukonaii 31an BelpaxeHue ee nuna. OHa IOHAJA, YTO OCTAThCA C THOMOM IIPOCTO Pa3/Iy4yUT UX.
[TokauaB ronoBoy, OpyKeNHUK 3aNpHITHYJ Ha KOpabiib.

— Ilporraii, oten, — JIeKCy MPUKyCHIa HUKHIOW I'y0y, U3 T71a3 IMOTEKIIU Cle3kl. «f1 HUKoraa He
3a0yay mo6POTY, KOTOPYIO TH OKa3an MHe. [0y, JbsiBOI».

3aTeM Anuac YJieTeJl IIPOYEb OT TOJIIIEI, YHECSA UX MEUYTHI U HaJEXKbl Ha 6eCCMepTI/Ie.

)%k

— U Jlekcu pemuia moiTu ¢ Hamu? Cepxuo omiejaoMIeHHO Tpo6opMoTal, fepxkach 3a TojoBy. «
IIpocraj IorpyKeHne B ofi3eMesibe, OMTBY C CyMacllefiel Yol U 9MOLIKOHATbHOE Ipolanue?
Kto-HuOynmp 3amucan moy?»

— 3aTkHuCh. I X0uy caTh. HuKOMal cram Ha KpOBaTH PSAOM C HUM. «$1 3HAJI, YTO HEMOM HalgeT
IyTh Ha Kopalyb 6e3 MOEro BefomMa».

«f1 mopaxKeH, 4TO THl He IBITaellbCsl YOUTL €e CHOBA, IIOTOMY UTO OHA ITPOKpanach», —
CBETJIOBOJIOCHIY aJIXMMHUK B3TJISHYJI Ha JIyYHUKA, @ 3aTeM CHOBa Ha Hukosmasg. — 9To mpaBaa, YTO TH
HCIIOPTHUJI OTHOILIEHUS MeXay JIeKCH U THOMaMu?

«Jla», — OTBETHUJI OH PYKOM, IPUKPHIBAS I'Ia3a OT TOJNIMH. Cepxuo Mojida IIOCMOTPENT Ha Hero, mpexmue
YyeM KHUBHYTb.

— TrI coxaneelrb 06 aToM? CepxXuo BCTall, CHUMas MoBs3KU. Ha 3ToT pa3 Hukonall yOpasn pyKu u
TIOCMOTPEJI Ha CBOETO0 Ipyra.

— Hert, — otBeTun Hukomnai 1 mo4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK HEMOU JIyYHUK IPUCTAIBHO CMOTPUT Ha HETO.
[ToueMy 3Ta rpymnmna 6Gblyia Tak MOJIHA MOPaIK, a OH HET?

— BrI 3HaeTe 4TO-TO, 4ero He 3HaeM MbI? — crnpocuil Cepxuo, 1 Hukonayd KUBHYJI [1OCJIE HETOIT0T0
Monuanus. "Torma s Bepio B Tebs"

IoBepue, okazaHHOe eMy Cepxuo, mpuBesio HukKonas B IaHUKY, IIOTOMY YTO OH HUKOTIIa HE MOT
OTBETUTb Ha TaKue UyBCTBa. [IpaBOa 3akitovyanach B TOM, YTO Kak Obl OH HU J100un Cepxuo u
IIOBEPSIJI MY, OH He XOTeJI 0CTaBaThCs C HUM.

Huxkosalt BcTan ¥ BhILLIE U3 KOMHATHL, OCTaBUB UX BOBoeM. OH Haesl OpyKeVHUKa CUOALIAM Ha
mepuiax Kopabys ¥ CMOTPSIIIAM Ha 3BE3[IHL.

— IIpoctu, — Hukonai BCTas I03aiu Hee U YBUMAEN, KaK ee IJIeYu B3APOTrHyu. «f cunTalo, 4To Tebe
mydtiiie 6e3 HUX, HO MHE He CTOWJIO IIBITAaThCS CJIOMUTH T€OS BOT Tak».

— [ToueMy THI TOBOPHILIb TaK, Kak OyATO BCe 3Haellb? — CcKa3ana JIEKCH yCTaJIbIM T0JI0COM, U
Hukonait He MOT BUIETh €€ JIuIla. - MeHs TOIIHUT, - He CIepKajack OHa. "MeHs oT Te0s TOIHUT."

- M®I yiimeM OpyT OT Opyra, KOT{a 9TO IyTEeIIeCcTBUEe 3aKOHUUTCS, - CKa3as OH, Ipsiya PYKu B
KapMaH®HI. - d Oyny HaBelaTh TeOs TOJIBKO BpeMs OT BpeMeHH Ojisi FicKyccTBa Be3nmHL. - 9To 66110 OB
K JIy4IeMy, - KuBHyJa JIeKCH U OBepHYJICS K HeMy. Ee riia3a ObUIM KpacHBIMM, KOTIa OHA
IPOIOJIKUIIA. - 4 He X04uy, YTOOBI THI JTUIIIATT MEHST Yero-TO ellle, - CKa3ala OHa, HAaXMYPHUBIIIHCE.

- 4l ToXe He X049y HUKOTO TpabuTh, - OH OIIyCTHUJI TOJIOBY U ITIOCMOTPEJI eH B I'J1a3a. - BoT mouemy g
xouy, 4ToObI TH Mo3aboTunack o Cepxuo. OH gypak, 6€CIIOMOIIHEIN POMaHTHK, KOTOPHIM BUAUT B



JIIOMISIX TOJIBKO Xopotee. - A Kak HacueT Te6s1? Jlekcu cMyTuiace. - 4 gymarsna, Thl X04ellb OO Th CO
CBOUM JPYTOM.

«EQMHCTBEHHBIN, KOMY 51 JOBEPSIO M 0 KOM 3a6049ych, — 9T0 Cepxuo. OgHAKO 5 CIUILIKOM CIIOMJIEH U
He X0uy cyioMaTh ero». Hukomnait mokayasn ronoBoii. EMy 6osblie He HY2KHO ObIJIO UCIIOIh30BaTh
«Mynpsii BeiOop». IIpu3pak JIUTUT ganm eMy OTBET.

— Tl yxopguib 0T Hero? — crnpocunia Jlekcu, u Hukona#t KuBHyNn. — Y T coOupaerbes
nepeoneThcsi? B ee riasax 6b110 oxkunanue, 1 Hukonal moBepHyJICs, 4TOOB IOCMOTPETH Ha
3BE3[IHYI0 HOYb.

— Het, — oH mouyBcTBOBas pa3oyapoBaHue Jlekcu. «MHe HYKHO OBITh TAKUM, KaKOH 5 €CThb, IOTOMY
YTO TOJIBKO TaK 5 MOTY BBIXKUTH U CTaTh CUJIBHEE»,

"Ctatb cunbHee st yero?" I'onoc Jlekcu OB IIOJIOH BO3MYIIEHUs, ¥ OHA CIPHITHYTa ¢ nepui. OHa
CXBaTHJa €Tr0 3a BOPOTHUK U ITOCMOTPeEJIa eMy B r'ia3a. «4ero Tel O0UIILCS, UYTO Tebe HyKHO OBITh
TaKUM?»

Hukomaii BCTPETUIICS C Hel B3TJISIAOM U Cpa3y MOHSI 9T0. JIeKcu Obllla XOPOIIUM YeJIOBEKOM, OIHUM
13 HeMHOTHUX. [laxe Imociie TOTro, YTO OH CHesaj, oHa 3a6oTuack 0 HeM. OMHAKO MUPY HE HYXKHBHI
Xopolmue aonau. Hy>KHEI CUIbHBIE.

— YTO TAKOT0 BaXKHOTO, YTO THI IOKU/AEIIb YeJI0BEKa, KOTOPOMY HOBepselh 00biie Bcero? CKaxu
MHe, — CHOBa cIpocua JIeKcH, CKuMasi KyJlak BOKPYT ero BOPOTHUKA.

«TeMHas amIoxa»
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