«[ToueMy B 3TOM JIECY TaK TEMHO?» — IIP0OOPMOTAJ pIaoM ¢ HuM Cepxuo, opoxka. «3To 6oroMm
3a6EITOE MECTO, KOTOPOe MTOKUHYJI 1aZKe CBETY.

«BrI anxumuk. He ClIegyeT JIn BaM OBLITH HEMHOTO y‘-IeHBIM?» Huxkonan B3OOXHYVII, TJIAOA Ha JEPEBbhA.
«Ecnu g IIPAaBUJIBHO IIOMHIO, 3T JEPEBbS HA3bIBAIOTCSA KagHeiMu HepeBBHMI/I. OHu IOTJIOMA0T BECH
CBET BOKDPYT ce651, TII03TOMY BC€ BOKPYI HUX TEMHOE».

— Oro, — CerI/IO ornspesncs. — MoXHO MHe COenaTh U3 HUX 3eJibe?

«ECTb 3e/bs 7151 BCEro, 3a HCKII0YEeHNEeM Hen3BeCTHEIX», HuKkomal yasiOHyICs, IPOU3HOCS CII0Ba,
KoTOphle Cepxuo CKa3ajl eMy PaHbIIe B €r0 MPOIIJION KU3HHU.

«BoccMas, BH Toxke ynTaete Alchemy4U?» Cepxuo CXBaTHII €T0 OT BOJIHEHHUs, ¥ HuKoali CTUCHY
3yOHI.

«Jla, s BUmOEN, KaK Thl 9TO YUTall. OTHYCTI/I MeHs ceiyac XKe». — CKa3al Hukomait u YBHUOEJI, KaK
BEIPDazKE€HUE JINIla CerI/IO 3aCTEIIIO, IIPpeXKOe 4eM CTaTh HEJIOBKUM.

«3JT0 mpaBaa. Pa3 yx MBI 3MeCh, MHE HYKHO cOOpaTh Koe-KakKrue HHIPedueHTh». — cKa3an Cepxuo,
TIOJXOMs K mepeBy. HukKoma mpociaenqun 3a HUM B3TJISIIOM, IIpexK/e 4YeM OOCTaTh IMHUCTOJIET.

Hukomail BEICTPEIHII, HAllOIHSS CBOM BHICTPEIT ThbMO#. OH IMOYyBCTBOBAJ OTHAYY IyJIH, HO He OBIIO
HU 3BYyKa, HU BHUa. [laBIeHHe BO3OyxXa IPOII0 MUMO Cepxuo U YOApHIo B 3eMITIO PSIIOM C J€PEBOM.

[Tocnblmancs 3ByK pBYIIEUCS IJIOTH, OT KOTOPOro Teno Cepxuo 3amepro. OH MeJIeHHO II0BEPHYJICS
K Hukonato, yka3blBas Ha IepeBo.

«He Bonnyiics. 4 youn ero». Hukonait ckasasn eMy C yJIbIOKOM.

CerI/IO KUBHYII 1 C06paJ'I HECKOJIBKO JIUCTBEEB C IEePEBA. OH HamoIHUI CYMKY, KOTOPYIO Huxkonau
CIIpsATAll B Anmnace, IIpexnae 4eM rpyiia mpoaojiKuila UATH.

Crepnbl yBeIH UX BrITyOb Jieca, HO Yepe3 HeKOTOPoe BpeMs ucue3au. Cepxuo IOMbITalICsI 0TOPBATh
ele OfUH KYCOK IIJIOTH, HO BCe OBITI0 6eCII0Ie3HO.

«JlaBaiiTe mompoOyeM 3TO».

Hukomnaii nomHsn PYKY, U IIOABUIICA BUHT, r[apsmmfl B ero temHoTe. OH nnepemMeCcTusl CBOI0O TEMHYIO
MadHY U4 IIOMECTHUJI BUHT B 3€JIb€, 1 OHO 3daCBETHUJIOCH, KaK YTPEHHEe COJIHIIE.

«Takue MOIIHbIE CTUXUMHEIE CIIEMH...» Bripaxenue nuia Cepxuo He MOTJIO CKPHITh €0
67aroroBeHust, KOTia OH 3arIsiAbiBal BO (jakoH. "Cemsl yKa3blBaoT... BHU3?"

Cepxuo ITOCMOTPEN Ha 3eMJII0, THe UCYe3aTid CTUXUUHEIE cliefqsl. HuKomal HaxMypHIICs,
OTJIANEBINNCD, a 3aTeM BHU3.

"Tlog3emenbe. OTOT THOM TOIIEN B IOA3EMENbEe U B KOHIIE KOHI[OB BHIHYJI 3TOT BUHT, KOTOPBIU
OBJIafiesI UM U TIOObMU ¢ HUM. OfepKUMbIe JIIOOU B UTOTe YOUIu gBapda, KOTOPHIM He OBl 0epKUM
0o ceoen cMepTu. Kak 9710 3Byuut? " HUKONMay OBEPHYJICI K HUM.

— ITouemy onu younu ero? KOcu HaxMypuacs.

«4l mymaio, YTO OHUM BUEJI YTO-TO BHYTPH IOA3EMEILS, O UeM OH XOTeJl COOOUIUTL THOMaM», —
cka3ajn Cepxuo ¢ 3agyMYUBLIM TUIOM. «OfHAKO CYIIHOCTh He X0Tesla, YTOOH 0 Hel y3HaIu».



«3By4HuT paBHonomo0Ho. Ternepb HaM HY2KHO 9TO MOKa3aTh». HUKOMal KUBHYI U 3aKPHIJ I'J1a3a.
«OTOoMOM, HACKOJIBKO CMOXKEIIb».

"Xm?" Cepxuo ObIT COUT C TONKY, HO FOCu cxBaTHa ero 3a pyKy ¥ oTTainuna. OHU CTOSIIM HaleKo OT
Hero, Korma Hukomnay mopHsn pyku. OH CTOSIT TOCPEOH JIeca, KOTfa ThMa IIOKKIaa ero Tejo.

CrnoBHO IIapel, TbMa OKPYyZKaJla €r0o OO TeX II0p, IIOKa TeJla Huxkomasa He cTanmo BUAHO. ITO
COEIMHHUIIOCH C TEMHOTOM Jieca, II03BOIAA €My OLIYIIATh OKPYZXKalOIlee.

«Hamen». Hukomail OTKpPELI I'/Ta3a, HO He 00HapyKUJI BOKPYT ce0s1 HU4ero, KpoMe TEMHOTHL.
"Bepnuce." TeMa BepHyIach B €ro Tejlo, OTKPEIBAas OBYX YeJIOBEK, CTOSABIINX Ha PACCTOSAHUU.

«[TpoknsiThiil 60OCC, 51 HE X0Yy PAHUTD Ballld YYBCTBA, HO Ballla CHUJIa MMPOCTO yxKacHa». Cepxuo
B3[IPOTHYIL.

Hwukosait He MOT MTOHSTh, YTO OH UMeJI B BUAY, TaK KakK 3TO OBIIO COBCEM He TO, YTO OH YyBCTBOBAJL.
TeMHOTa ObllTa eIMHCTBEHHEIM MECTOM, Te OH YyBCTBOBAJ ce0s B 6e3omacHocTu. Ero npobyxaeHue
BEI3BAJIO 3Ty IEPEMEHY.

[Toxka3rBaTh Cepxuo ero TeMHOTY OblI0 HOpManbHO. OnHako Hukosal He Mor moBepsTh KOcu, maxe
ecnu Cepxuo JoBepsis eli. BoT moyeMy, Korfia OHU BHIOEPYTCS OTCIOfla, eMy IIPUAETCS YTO-TO C HEH
oemnarTh.

FOcwu B3gporuyna, Korpa riia3a Hukomasi METHYNIHUCH B ee CTOPOHY. To, KAK OHM CBETUJIUCH B TEMHOTE,
Iesano ero MoxX0XMM Ha MOHCTPA, a He Ha 4YeJloBeKa.

— 4l Hamen BXOf, HO, OyMalo, MHe JIy4Ille BOUTU OOHOMY, — cKa3asn uM Hukoman. «Ilog3emenbs
OTJINYAIOTCS OT peajbHOTO Mupa. MOHCTPH BHYTPHU CHJIbHEE, ¥ BaM HYKHO OBITh KaK MUHUMYM F-
PaHTOM C HaBLIKOM».

«Boree omacHO, eCK BHI IOKOETE B OOUHOYKY. f MOTY coiiTi 3a F-paHra ¢ TOUKU 3peHUs MaHbI».
Cepxuo CKa3aJl C XMYPBIM B3TJIIIOM. — Y MeHS [aXe eCTh HaBHIK.

"Ananmutryeckue rna3a?" Hukomnaii yneioHyncs Cepxuo, KOTOPHIM ITHITAJICS €T0 OOYPadyuTh.

«Ax, HeT...» Cepxuo OBII OIIEJIOMJIEH, TIpeXkKe YeM B35 cebs B pyKu. OH IIBITAJICS COBPATh, YTOOH
Hwukomay o3BONKIT eMYy TPUCOENUHUTHCS, HO C TPECKOM ITPOBAJTHJIICS.

— IToBeps MHE B 9TOM, — CKa3an Hukojaii, mogxons K HUM JBOMM. — MHe HY2KHO, UTOOHI BHI IBOE
TEM BPEMEHEM 3aHSJIUCh YeM-TO IPYTHM.
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Hukomait XMypo IIOCMOTpPEN Ha YXOASIIyIo BHU3 Iellepy. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO CYIIIECTBO, OBJIafieBIlIee
rHOMaMH, HaXOJUTCS B 9TOM Ielllepe, 3aTauBIIKUCh B 3acafie. TeM He MeHee, HAlTH CYIITHOCTD,
CTOSIINIYIO 3a 9TUM, OyIeT HEeImpoCTo.

«9TO ToA3eMeNnbe CTPaHHOE».

WucTuaKTH Hukomas 3a3BeHenu. OH XOTeJ 3HaTh, Pa3yMHO JIX BXOOUTh, HO OH BCe ellle OBl
6enusikom 6e3 OukoB CynbObl. TanmanT Mynpsiit Beibop MoxkeT npuroguthes 6ombiie, ueM Hukomnai
[yMaJs paHbIle.

OH Bomen B metiepy, yoemusimich, uTo Cepxuo u FOcu He mpecnenyioT ero. BrIIO IBe IPUYKHEI, 10



KOTOPHIM OH OTOCINas uX. OMUH U3 HUX OB 7151 6€30IIaCHOCTH, a APYTOi MOTOMY, UTO OH XOTel
MCIIOIh30BATh BCIO CBOIO CHITY.

Barman OTBPaAllleHUsd, KOTOpBIIZ OHH CMOTpPEJIM Ha €TI0 TEMHOTY, HUKOI'TIda HEe MOT' IIOKHHYTE €TI0 Pa3yM.
Hukomnaii 3Ha1, 4TO OHM TaK OTHOCSTCS HE K HEMY, d K CaMOU CTUXUH.

Brmpouewm, To ke camoe Ov110 ¥ ¢ Hukonaem. Ero TbMa Obllla UM B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa OH ITPOCHYJICS.
HMx peakuus ybegusa ero, YTo OH HUKOTA He CMOXKET PACKPHITh CBOI0 HACTOSIIYIO pacy OOBIYHBEIM
JIIOMSIM.

OH JOCTHUT KOHIIA TelllepPHl, Te HaXOOuIach Kpyrias ABepb. Y ABepHu ObIII0 HECKOIbKO CePAeYHHUKOB,
BBICTHUJIAIOIINX €€, KaK OyOTO OHU ObLIM JparoleHHBIMU KaMHSIMH, YKpallaiomuMy ee. IMITyIbC MaHbI
3acTaBull ofexkny Hukomas 3aTpemneTars.
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