BukTopus HaxMypuiaach. Y Hee He OBIJIO OIBITA YYAaCTHS B BOIIEOHBIX 6alaX, HO Ka3aj0Ch OYEHb
CTPAHHBIM, YTO KTO-TO CKpPHIBAET, KTO OH TaKoi. OHa Oorjsenach BOKPYT, Kak OyOTO TOJIIa MOTJIa
IaTh OTBET, ¥ 00Hapyxkuia, uTo Hapuucca HabonaeT 3a HeX C APYTroro KOHIla KOMHaThL. OHU
BCTPETHUIUCH B3TJIAIaMu, BUKTOPUS MBITAIach BEIPA3UTh CBOIO HEYBEPEHHOCTD, a Hapirucca,
Ka3aJI0Ch, 0OOPUTENTbHO HAKJIOHUIIA TOJIOBY.

BukTopus HepelunuTelbHO IPOTSAHYIA PYKY. - 4 Oblyia OBl MOJIbIIEHA, - CKa3ajla OHa, UCIIONb3ys GopMy
CJI0B, KOTOPBEIM ee Hayuuiu. [1o KpaiiHel Mepe, el He HYKHO OBIJIO IPUAYMBIBATh YTO-HUOYOL YMHOE,
YTOOBI OTBETHUTh.

My}K‘-II/IHa B34JI €€ 3a PYKY U PEIINUTEJIbHO ITIOBEJI Ha TAaHIIIOJI. OHU 3aHSANM MO3UIUI0 U KA, T0Ka
Apyrue IIapel IIpoaoJIzZKaJiid KPY2KNUTE BOKPYT, I2KEHTJIEMEHBI HCKaJIX ITaPTHEPOB CPeoun daM,
C06paBU.II/IXC$I Ha Kpalo TaHLIIOJA.

- Hy, 4T0 X, 9TO HENI0X0M IIaHC, - CKa3aJ MyXK4YKHa, [TI0Ka OHU XKAAJH. - I JaBHO XOTeJI BCTPETUTHCS
¢ Bamu - [leByurko#, Koropast 2Kuna cama 1o ce6e - ¥ BOT MBI 3/1€Ch.

- botocy, Bel cTaBUTE MEHS B HEBLITOOHOE MOJIOXKEHHUE, - OTBETUIIA BI/IKTOpI/Iﬂ, HCIIOJIB3Y ellle OOHY U3
JIIOOHUMEIX d)pas HapLII/ICCBI. - But IIOTPATHUJIXA CTOJIBKO BPEMEHH, XKeJlasd BCTPETUTLCA CO MHOH, HO 5
IIOHATHUS HE UMEI0, KTO BHI.

- 1 Bel TOXKe, - IIpou3HeC MyXK4YKWHaA C BECEJIbEM B I'OJIOCE. - BEI MOXKeTe ¢ TaKuM XKe yCiiexom
IepecTaTh IMbITAaThCA IIOHATE 3TO.

- Xopo1o, Torga Kak MHe Bac Ha3bBaTh?

- Ecnu Bam Hyx)HO, Bel MOXKeTe Ha3bBaTh MeHS... CKBOT.

Bukropus Haxmypunacs. - CkBoT? UTo 3TO 32 UMS Takoe?

- OyeBUAHO, QanbLUINBOE, - OTBETUII OH. - Telleps, A Iojiarai, Mbl BOT-BOT HAUHEM.

3aurpaja My3bKa, X B UeTBEPTHIM pa3 3a 9TOT Beuep BUKTOpUS 3aHsa CBOe MECTO U IIpPUCeTia B
peBepaHce. ITOT TaHel OblT 60j1ee MeJIEHHBIM, TAPTHEPH AeJIaTi 0CTOPOXKHEIE, TOUHEIE IIaTh
O7TM3KO0 [APYT K APYTY, @ He KPYKUIUCH U Kpyxkunuch. K coxkanenuio, 601ee CIIOKONHBINA TEMIT JaBall
CKBOTY MHOTO BO3MOXKHOCTEHN BOBJIEYb €€ B PAa3TrOBOP.

- be3 comHenus1, Bac MHOTO pa3 cipallliBajy, HO, IT0XKaTyicTa, modanyiuTe MeHs, - CKa3aJll OH. - Kak
IIOJTYYUJIOCh, UTO IIPOCTOM PeOeHOK, He UM 0c000M POIOCIOBHOM, CMOT To0equTh TeMHOT0
Jlopma?

- Ha camowm pene Brl mepBhIH, KTO CIIPALIIUBAET, - OTBETHIIA BUKTOPHS, HECKOJILKO COMTAS C TONKY €ro
OTIMCaHKWEM ee POMOCIIOBHOIM. - Ho B m1060M ciy4ae, s IOHITHS He uMelo. f Oblna mpocTo pebeHKoM,
Kak Brl roBopure.

CKBOT pa3BepHYJICS TaK, YTOOH OHU OKa3aJIUCh IJIEYOM K IjTeuy. - OueHb XKalb. 3HAeTe, XOOsAT
cnyxu. lllermuyT, yTo Bel 0671amaeTe cunoi 6omblineli, 4eM y camoro TemHoro Jloppa. Ho g BuxKy mMarno
CBU[IETEJIECTB STOMY.

Bompeku cebe, oHa He MOTJIa He YyBCTBOBaTh cebsi ockopbmeHHoM. Ka3amoch, 4TO B KaXKIOM €ro
KOMMEeHTapuu OBIJI0O OCKOpOJIeHue. - B 9TOM HEeT HUYero MOCTHIHOTO, - IPOU3HECTIA OHA, MEITAsICh
OTMaXHYThCS OT 3TOTO. - B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TOBOPST, 4TO TeMHBIN JIopHd ObIT CaMbIM MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM
BOJIIIIEOHUKOM B HCTOPHUH.



- Xum. TTo kpalineil Mepe, y Bac ecTh goykHOe yBaxkeHUe, - ckazan CKBOT. B ero ronioce 3By4asno
onoOpenue. - [la, Hy>KHO ObITh OUEHb CAMOHAMIESTHHBIM, YTOOBI TPETEH0BATh Ha ITPEUMYIIIECTBO
nepepn camuM TemubsiM JlopgoM. Ho ecriu He TpeBOCXOMSINAs CUIa, TO YTO JKe 3TO MOTJIO OBITE? ITO
cOUBaET C TOJIKY.

- U noyemy 3To Bac Tak uHTEpECyeT? - cupocuiia BUKTOpus. - Bbl Marnyeckui TEOPETUK?
ETro poT MCKPUBUIICS B HACMELIIUBOM yiIbIOKe. - CuuTanTe 3TO... IPOPECCUOHATBHEIM HHTEPECOM.

OHM Hava/u Yepeny MIMHHBIX O0KOBBIX IIIAr0B, MEAJIEHHO MPOoOUpasCh IO Kpaw TAHIIONA,
npubnuxkasch K Habmromaroed Tosme. Korma oHu Mpoxoauiy MUMO, BUKTOpHUS He MOTia He
3aMeTHTh, YTO Hapiwcca Bce ele MpuCTaabHO HabOmogaeT 3a HuMu. Ha camoM gerne, eciiu ObI OHA He
3HaJla ee JIy4ille, TO CKa3asa Obl, 4To Hapiucca BHTIISAeIa HePBHOM.

Ona u CKBOT IOMEHSJIUCh MECTaMy, IOBEPHYBIINUCH CIIMHOU K Hapiucce.

- Tak oTkyna Brl 3HaeTe Mandoes? - cupocuna OHa, BITasACh IEPEBECTH UX Pa3roBop Ha Oojee
Oe3omacHble TEMHL. - BeI Ipy3bst ¢ MuctepoMm Mandoem?

CkBOT (BIPKHYIIL. - [IoBepbTe MHe, 51 OBl HE CTasl CBA3BIBATHCS C 9TUM IIpefaTesieM, eciiu Okl He
KpaWHsIs He0OXOIUMOCTb.

Vxac Buktopuu poc. Kazanmocs, oH Ob11 Tpy6 CO BCeMH, He TOJIBKO C HEH.

- Ho ecnu oHu BaMm He HpaBsiTCA, TOrfa 3aueM Bam mocerraTs ux 6an? - IOMHTEPeCOBalach OHa. ITO
OBLIIO OUYEeHBb CTPAHHO. - BBl 3mech 1o meny?

- Het. B oTnirume 0T Bcex 3TUX MOOXaNMMOB U IpuxiiebaTesnei, 3010To Mandoes MeHs He
uHTepecyeT. OOuH BeIUKUM YeJ0BeK OMHAXK/Ibl CKa3ajl MHe, YTO UCTUHHAS BaJlloTa BOJIIeOHUKA -
Marusi. Pa3Be BHl He corjiacHBI?

BukTopus HETepIeauBO KUBHYJIA, PafysCh, UTO Halllja oOIui A3bIK. - be3ycmoBHo. KTo 3TO cKazamn?
4 HUKOrOa He CbIIajia 3TOr0 paHbIIe.

['ma3a CkBOTa CBEPKHYJIU. - ITO cKa3asl TeMHsli Jlopa.

BukTopus B II0Ke CIIOTKHYJIACh - TOJIBKO €ro KpemKas XxBaTKa Ha ee Ijlede yfepKaia ee OT MafeHus,
Y OH IIPaKTU4YeCKHU MIPOTOJIKHYJI ee Yepe3 Cliefylollue Ia TaHla. Temepb OHa TOHUMAaJla HEPBO3HOCTh
Hapunuccsl, u B Helt pocio gypHoe npenuyBcTBUe. OH JelCTBUTENIBHO TOBOPHII TO, UYTO OHa AyMasa?

- Bel... Bel BcTpewanuch ¢ TeMHBIM JIopmoM, 3HAYXT? - IPOM3HECIA OHA, cTpalack oTeeTa. OH BCe
ellle CKUMaJl ee IJIeY0, KaK TUCKH.

- Bctpeuarncs? - ckazan CKBOT C HaCMEIIKOM B rojioce. - 4 cuuTaio cebst ero caMbIM BEPHBIM CIIYTOM.

Ee cepalle TpeneTano OT OIACHOCTH, afipeHaTiH TOTYKaMy Ipoberas 1o Hel, 3aCTaBlIsAs HOTH
IPOXKaTh, a XKeNyOoK CXKUMaThCS. Bce ee MHCTUHKTH KpUYal ed IPOCTO BHIPBATHCS U yOexkaTh. Bce
ObLI0 UMEHHO TakK, Kak npepynpexpaan [lam6amop. OHa Bolla B JIOTOBO JIbBA, U TeIepb OHa Oblna
JIUIIOM K jully ¢ [Toxupatenem CMepTH.

OHa 130 BCeX CUJI CTapajiach COXPaHATh X1agHOKpoBue. OHM OblNK Ha nyOnuke. OH HUYEro He MOT C
HeH crmenarth.

- 91 morya ObI 3aKpHYATh, - IPENOCTEPEeraIle cka3aa OHa.



CKBOT, Ka3a/IoCh, He 00paTH/I BHUMaHUS Ha ee yrpo3y, B35l ee 3a PYKY U IOMHSII €€ HaJl F0JI0BOH,
yTOOBI MOKPYTUTh. E#f moTpeGoBanmack BCS ee Cuila BOJIM, YTOOBI IIOBEPHYTHCS K HEMY CIIUHOM [T
BpalIeHHUS.

- Bel mormu O8I, - mpu3Ha oH. - Ho moBepbTe MHe, s Mor OBl yOUTH Bac mpexne, 4eM y Koro-nmubo us
HUX ITOSIBUTCS LIaHC IIOMOYb. ToIbKO CYOHH MOXKET CPaBHUTHCS CO MHOM, U OH HaXOAUTCS Ha APYrou
CTOPOHE KOMHATHI.

- W... moatomy Bl 3mech? - CIIpoCcHiia OHa, CTpallack OTBETA. - UTOOHL. ..
Ona He MOIJIa 3aCTaBUThL Ce0sT CKa3aTh 9TO.

- Y6uts Bac? - 3akoH4mI 3a Hee CKBOT Tak ke HeOpPEKHO, Kak Bcerna. OH cKa3all 3TO KaK YeJIOBEK,
KOTOPBIY yOMBAJl MHOT'O pa3 paHblie. - BoamMoxHo. 4 emie He peurun. KoneyHo, 66110 661 3a0aBHO
HabTI0maTh, Kak JIIOIUYC MBITA€TCS BEIKPYTUTHCS U3 9TOM CUTyalluu. My, BO3MOXKHO, S IPOCTO
XOTEJI OLIEHUTH Bac 1Mo HOCTOMHCTBY.

BukTopus ouyeHb Hafesiach, YTO BepHO ObIIO mocienHee. MoxkeT OBITh, €M ymacTcs yOeouTs ero
TOIAAuTh ee? MoxeT ObITh, TOJTPKO MOXKET OBITh, OHA CMOTJIa ObI HAWTH BHIXOJ U3 9TOM IEePEenpPsTH.
Ha y™ mpuImo 4To-To, YTO OH T'OBOPUII PAHBIIIE, YTO-TO O BHICOKOMEPHH. ..

- Utak, Brl mymaerte, 4To cMoXkeTe HOOUTHCA ycIiexa TaM, Iie TeMHbI JIopa moTeprien Heygady, He
Tak nmu? HekoToprle Ha3Baau OBl 9TO CaMOHAIETHHOCTHIO.

- HekoTopeie mormu Obl, - 0CTOPOKHO cKa3an CkBoT. Ka3zanoch, OH IelCTBUTEIHLHO 00yMHBIBAIl €€
cJoBa. - [Ipyrue Moriu OB Ha3BaTh 3TO BEJIMYAUIIUM CIIyKeHHEeM, KOTOPOe S CMOT 0Ka3aTb CBOEMY
T'ocmopy.

- Ho BrI ke caMu cKa3aiu - HUKTO He 3HAeT, KakK S BeIKUII. Ecnu Bel monbiTaeTeCh MPOKIISICTh MEHS,
BO3MOZKHO, BBl 3aKOHYHMTE TOYHO TaK Ke. bymeTe B30pBaHH - 9TO He TaKas yXK OoJbIlas yciayra, He
Tak Iu’?

CKBOT B 3TOT MOMEHT 3agyMaiicd. - Xopoma;{ nomnkeiTKa. Ho 1 coMHeBaloCh B 3TOM, 1 Brl ToXKe.

OH mOJHSN PYKY OJIsT OYePeIHOT0 II0BOPOTa, ¥ OHA BOIIJIA B TOBOPOT, IOTPATUB HA 3TO CTOJIBKO
BPEMEHHU, CKOJILKO Morya. Koryia oHa moBepHyIack, TO 3aMeTHJIa 30JI0TUCTHIE BOJIOCH Ha Kparo
TaHUmnosna - [labHa, BepHYyBIIAsCA OTTYOa, Kyla oHa ucuyessna. VX ria3a BCTPETUIUCH, U BUKTOPUS
BOCITOJTh30BajIach CBOMM maHcoM. OHa eBa ycIie/la IIPOU3HECTH CII0BO IIOMOTH» IPEeXIe, 4eM
CHOBa 0Ka3asach JTUIOM K NIy cO CKBOTOM.

Ona oOmyMajia To HEMHOTO€E, YTO 3Hajla 0 HeM. EMy OBIJIO 0YeHb JII00O0MBITHO, KAK OHa BhIXKUIIA...
MorJIa i1 oHa 611ehoBaTh KaKOM-TO TaiHOM cumoi? [To KpaliHel Mepe, 9TO MOTJIO ObI 3aCTAaBUTh €T0
TOBOPUTHL AOCTATOYHO HOJro, YToOH TadhHa MOria 1mo3BaTh Ha ITOMOIIb.

- 3HaeTe 4YTO? - Hayasia Buktopus. - I mymaio, Bel JOMKHEL 3TO cenaTh. [TonpobyiiTe MPOKISACTh
MeHS ¥ ITIOCMOTPHUTE, YTO IOTYUYUTCS.

CKBOT CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY HAOOK. - Byl IEITaeTech 3aMaHUTh MeHd B IOBYIIKY? KoHedHo, Byl He MoxeTe
TaK CUJIBHO BEPUTH B KaKyl0-TO HEU3BECTHYIO CUILY.

- Brl npegnonaraeTe, 4To s TOBOPHIIA IIpaBAy pPaHbIIe, - CKa3ana Buktopus. - MoxeT OBITh, 5 TOUHO
3Hal, KaK g BeIXKMIA. MOXeT OHITh, 51 IPOCTO HEe TOBOPIO 00 9TOM JTIOASM.



Ee ciioBa maxe He 3aCTaBUIIM €TI0 3aAyMaThcs. - HeT, mpaBpa Obiia B Bamwx riasax. Bel HU49ero He
3Haere.

Ceppnue BukTopuu ynaso - oH Obi1 Tak yBepeH! OHa BOPYT BCIIOMHUTIA, YTO BCETHa IPOUTPHIBATIA,
KOT'7la JI€BOYKHM OKa3kIBau el ycuyry. [louemy oHa mbiTanack 61edoBaTts? Ho ecnu oHa yeMy-To U
Hayuusach y [IsHCH, Tak 3TO TOMY, YTO KOIfia Thl Oiedyelrs, Thl JOJIKeH OBITh IeHCTBUTEILHO I'OTOB
K 3TOMY.

- 4 3Hal0 mocTaToyHOo, YTOOK BaM He MOHPABUINCEH PE3YIIbTATEL, - IPOU3HECTIA OHA. - BhI
IEeNCTBUTEILHO JyMaeTe, YTO s MpuIilia Obl ciofia 663 KaKON-Tu00 3alUThI?

I'ma3a CKBOTa U3-TI0J MAaCKU MTOAO3PUTENIBHO CYy3UIUCh. - [lamMbimop?

- 9TO BEpHO, - OTBEeTHIa BUKTOPHS, YIIOBUB €0 CTpax. - [JaMO1gop He BHITYCTUI ObI MEHS U3 BUAY, HE
Tak mu? HeT, ecnu TOJBKO OH He OB yBepeH, 4To 51 Oyny B 6e3omacHOCTH. 4 momnaraio, Bel cribimanu
o Tex [ToxkupaTtensx CMepTH, KOTOPLIE MTBITAIUCh HAWTU MEHS B IETCTBE?

Kakoe-To MrHOBeHNE OHM TaHIIeBaJu B THIIHHE. Ka3amoce, OHa mocessa B er0 CO3HaHNHA COMHEHHE.

- Y Bce Xe, - CKa3a/ OH HaKoHell, - [laMO/IIop Tak ¥ He CMOT IIPOHUKHYTh B 9TO IOMECThE, XOTS €T0
OppeH IHITAJNICS B TEYEHKWEe MHOTHUX JIeT. 4 He MOHKMMal0, KaK OH MoT OBl 3aIMTUTh Bac 3mech - He 6e3
copetictBug Jlronuyca. Y Jlionuyc He 3aies O6bl Tak ganeko.

- Ho...

- Her, - ynuibuyncs CkBoT. - Brl 61edyere. Brl 6e33amuTHEL. Bo3MoxkHO, MHeE cienyeT youts Bac
IIpsIMO ceryac.

BomnHa uncTOro yxkaca HakpeUla ee, IPDEBpaTUB BCe ee KOHEYHOCTH B XeJle.
- Her! - B3Monumnacek oHa, 6ecrioMolHas, TOTOBasi 3aKpU4aTh.

Us HMOTKYIa B HUX BP€3aJIOCh T€JI0, 3aCTaB UX BPACIIJIOX. XBatka CkBoTa ocnabmia, ¥ OHa
BOCIIOJIb30Ba/laCh BOSMO2KHOCTBIO OTIIPEITHYTE HAa3a/d, 3a IIPEeAeibl €Tro JOCATaeMOCTH.

- i3BuHUTE MeHs! - 3T0 ObiTa ITarcu. OHa BopBajach Ha TAHIION ¥ CTOJIKHYJIAaCh C HUMHU, KOTHa OHH
TaHIEeBasU. - YeCTHO, BUKHM, THI IPOCTO CTABUIIL Ce0s1 B HEJIOBKOE ITOJI0XKEeHHue! - TPOMKO CKa3asa
[TsHCH. 3pUTEHU 3alleNTalluCh; My3bIKa IPOTHYJA, ¥ HECKOJILKO TAHIYIOMIHUX Iap Jaxe
OCTAaHOBHUIUCEH. BUKTOPHS ObI/Ia CIMIIKOM OIIIeJIOMJIeHa, YTOOLI OTBETHTE.

[Isncu nosepHynack K CKBOTY. - Cap, g IPUHOIIY CBOU U3BUHEHMS, - CKa3ajla OHa. - Bel He [OJIXKHEL
CTpajaTh U3-3a yKaCHBIX TaHIleB Buku. f uMeio B Buay, 602ke, CKOIbKO pa3 OHa HacTymuia Bam Ha
HoTH?

CxkBoT nepeBer B3rn ¢ [IsHCcK Ha BUKTOpPHIO, B €T0 ria3ax MelIbKHYJIO Becesbe. - Brl oub
[TaTpokna, He Tak au?

- 9T0 BepHO, - oTBeTuna [IsHcu. OHa npoTsHyIa pyKy. - [103BoIbTe MHE 3aMeHUTh BUKM.

OH KpuBo yIEIOHYICS. - [T0X0XKe, Y MEeHSI HeT BeIOopa.
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