- [TonimeMm! - mo3Basna BukTopusi, - I Morna Ol CheCTh runmorpudal

- ITomoxmu! - mpomenTtana Cbl03€H, ¥ KOT{la OHa 3aKOHYMJIA COOMPATD BEIIY, OHA CXBaTHIIa
BukTopuio 3a PyKY, IOTSHYB €€ B IPOTUBOIIOJI0KHOM HallpaBJIeHUH - IPOYb U3 BosbInoro 3ana.

- 9TO He NyTh Ha NIPA3[HUK, - CKa3aia Bukropus. - [Tomnu, XBaTUT BalIsATh Aypaka.

Cpi03€H IIPOCTO CHOBA IIOTSHYJIA €€ 3a PYKY. - Pa3Be ThI He BUAMIIG, 3TO TBOY IAHC! - CKa3asa OHa. -
BykBanbHO Bce OynyT Ha npa3gHuke. OOmas koMHaTa [Typdenays onycreert!

BHesanHo npa3pHUK [epecTall Ka3aThbCsa TAaKUM yXK BaXKHEBIM. - [la! - BockukHy1a Buktopus, - Te
TeHui! - OHU CITyCKa/uCh B TIyOb 3aMKa, BCce 00Jiblile MpUOINKasCh K 3amaxy TOTOBSLIENCS MUILIH. Y
BukTopuu 3ayp4asno B KHUBOTE. - KyXHU HOKHEI OBITH TOE-TO 3[ECh, - CKa3ajia OHa, KOrma OHM
TIPOLIIY TIy0Ke B MOABAJILL. - 3allaX IOTPSICAIOIINM.

- Tel gyMaels, 3TO 30OPOBO? MBI IIPOCHITIAeMCS OT TaKUX 3aIllaXOB KaXKObIN MeHb, - CKa3ana Chio3€eH, -
HO HMKTO U3 HAC He 3HAEeT, I'le HaXOAUTCS KyXHs, II09TOMY HaM IIPUXOAUTCS XKAATh 3aBTPaKa, Kak u
BCEM OCTaJIbHBIM. - OHa ITpOBejia BUKTOPHIO MUMO KapTHHH C B300pakeHueM Ba3hbl C PPyKTaMu K
HUIIlE, yCTaBIeHHOU OobmuMu 604KaMu. - BOT 0HO, - cKa3aja 0OHa, BRITAaCKKBas CBOIO MAlI0YKy U
TIOCTYKHBas €10 HECKOJIBKO pa3 Mo OfHOMY 13 6040HKOB. Kphilitka 604KHM paclaxHynack. - BHYTps,
noimem! - Chl03eH YXBaTHIIACh 3a BePXHUH Kpali 604Ky U 3a0paniach BHYTPh, CTyIas HOTaMK BIEpe].
OHa ucyesja B TEMHOM IIPOX0f€ BHYTPH.

- THI, HOMKHO OBITH, IIYTHILE, - TIPoGOpMOTana Buktopus npexne, 4eM IPHTHYTH CIIEIOM 3a Hel.
Bonme6Ho mnaBHO, OHa OBICTPO CKOJIb3HYJIa BHU3, IPEOI0JIEB HECKOIBKO IIOBOPOTOB, IIPEXKIE, YEM €€
BEIOPOCHJIO B YIOTHYIO KOMHATY C HU3KHUM IIO0TOJIKOM, OCBEIlleHHYI0 MHOKECTBOM 04aroB. Kpyrmirie
OKHa pacliojiarajich BEICOKO Ha CTeHaX, ¥ Yepe3 HUX MOXKHO OBbIJIO BULETH JIyKalKy repen
XoreapTcoM, OKHa OB 4yTh BEIIIE YPOBHS TpaBhl. COMIHIIE CafuIoCch, Opocas TEIIE CBET B 000
KOMHATy. - MuJo, - cKa3ana BUKTOpPHS, - OHa HaMHOTO 0OJIbIe... ¥ YIOTHEE, yeM B CITU3epHUHE.

- Ia?

BukTopus KuBHyNa. - Ciu3epuH ObLT BETUKUM ¥ BCe TaKOe... 00CTaHOBKA 0YEHb 3JIeTaHTHAs, 5
IyMaio, HO 3[IeCh IIPOCTO... YOOOHO.

- TebGe cTouT monpoOoBaTh IIOCUMIETE B Kpecie, - ycMexHynach Cbio3eH. - THl Tak Iy0oKo
ITPOBAJIMBAEIIBCS B HUX, YTO MOXKEIb HUKOTIa He BRIOPAThCS.

Ho mpicnu Buktopuu yxke OBUIM COCPEIOTOUYEHH Ha UX 3afiade. - MbI IPOCTO [OIKHB HaUTH KaKOH
OBl TO HY OBIJIO TAMHCTBEHHHIM MpenMeT CHelna. Ho oH He cKa3ajl, YTO 9TO TaKoe, TaK YTO 3TO
MOXKeT OBITh YTO YTOTHO!

OHH PHITUCH B KOMHATE, 00BICKUBAST KAXK/BIU SIIKK, TTONKY, YKPOMHBIH YTOJIOK U IeIb, HaflesiCh, YTO
IIpenMeT - 4ueM Obl OH Hi ORI - CTAaHET OYEeBUIHLIM, KOTMIa OHU ero yBugaT. OMHAKO, K UX yXKacy,
HUYTO He 6POCcaoch B Ila3a TakK SBHO, HE UMEJIO CIIM3ePUHCKUM XapaKTep.

- Tl yBepeHa, 4TO 3TO KOHKPETHHIN 00BeKT? - cripocuiia Chlo3eH. - MoXKeT GbITh, OH ITPOCTO XOTET,
yTOOH! TH B3siJ1a KAKOU-HUOYAb IpeaMeT, YTOOH J0Ka3aTh, UTO TH OblJIa 3[ECk.

- HeT, 3T0 onpenenieHHO YTO-TO KOHKPETHOE, YTO-TO, UTO OH CaM CIofa II0JIOXKUJI, - OTBETUIIA
Buktopus. OHa B 0TYasgHUM IIJIFOXHYJIACh B Kpecio. - O! { moHuMaro, 4To THl UMeJia B BUAY, TOBOPS O
Kpecyax. - OHU NeHCTBUTEIbHO OBISIM OUeHb YIOOHBIMH.



Ha nuiie Cbi03€H MOSIBUIIOCH BEIPaXKeHKEe 3ap0KOalo0IIerocs MoHuMaHus. - OH caM II0JIOXKUII eT0
cioma? Ho 9To mMOMKHO 03HAYaTh, YTO 3TO YTO-TO, YETo 3[IeCh paHble He ObI0! Korma oH pacckasan
Tebe 00 3TOM UCHLITaHUU?

BukTOpHMs MOHSIA, Kya OHa KJIOHHUT. - B KoHIIe CeHTs0ps. A uTo? HeyXeu 4To-TO TAaMHCTBEHHBIM
00pa3oM IOSIBUJIOCE TTIe-TO B TOT IIEPHOL?

Cbl03eH [IOBEPHYJIACH K OOJIBIIOMY ITOPTPETY [TOKUION BEObMEL C 30JI0TOU 6GPOIIB0. Y Hee OBLUIO
nobpoe nuilo, ¥ 0OHa Habmofana 3a HUMU C YIIBEIOKOM.

- 9-3, IIPUBET, - CKa3ajla BUKTOpUS, BCe ellle He MPUBHIKIIASA pa3roBapuBaTh C MOpTpeTamu. - A
BuxkTopus.

- M3ont Coiip, pama ¢ Bamu m03HaKOMUTHCS, - OTBETHIIA XKEHINWHA. Y Hee OBl UPIaHACKUH aKIeHT.
- U3onT Coiip! - npousnecna Crl03€eH, 3a0bIXasich, - OcHOBaTenbHULA UIBEpMOPHU?
- Ta camas, - OTBETUJI IOPTPET.

- He roBops yxe 0 TOM, 4TO OHa - TOTOMOK Cana3apa CnuseprHa! - BOCKIuKHyna Cbl03€H, IBHO
BIleYaTJIeHHas.

- YTO XK, 3TO OIpefeNIeHHO 3ByYUT MHOT000eIalle, - Cka3ana Buktopus. OHa MOBEPHYIACh K
IOpTPeTy. - MoxkeM Ml 3aiaTh BaM Bompoc?

- KoHeuHO, MOs gopora#sd, - OTBETHUII IIOPTPET, - ¥ ITOCKOJIBKY ThI TdK BE2KJINBA, S JdaXKe IT03BOJII0 Tebe
3aA4Th TPHU. - OHA IIOOHSAJIA TPH IIaJIbIla.

BukTtopus cpenana nay3y. ViMest Bcero Tpu BoIpoca, IPsIMOU 1oaxof, 6e3yCIoBHO, OB JTyYLINM. -
910 npodeccop CHeiin nomectun Bac cioga?

- [Ia, oH, - CKa3asla XeHIIMHa Ha MMOPTPETE U OMYyCTHA Iajell.
BTopoit Bompoc ObINT 0UeBUAEH. - Brl 3HaeTe, Kako¥ IpeiMeT OH OCTaBUJI IJIsT HAc?
H3onT onycTtuia BTOpOU manel. - 3Halo.

BukTopus 00OMeHs/Iach B3BOJTHOBAHHEIM B3T/IIOM co Chio3eH. Ho y Hee ocTaBajiCs TOIBKO ONUH
BOIIPOC... OHA [OJIXKHa OkllIa 3aCTaBUTh 3TO cpaboTaTh. Eciu OB OHa IIPOCTO CIIPOCHIIA, KaKOH
KOHKDETHO 00BeKT, ObLI0 OBl 3TOT0 focTaTO4HO? OHU yKe 0ObIcKany o0IIyi0 KOMHATy U HUYero He
HAIIUX - YTO, €CJI IIPEAMET ObIJI0 TPYAHO OOCTaTh? B 3TOM UM TOXKe MOKET IMOHAaJ00UTHCS TOMOIIIb
TIOpTpeTa.

B ronose BukTtopuu 3apogusiocs nopo3perue. OHU yxKe 0OBICKAH 00IyI0 KOMHATY. ITO OBLUIO HE
coBceM IpaBpoi. OHU UCKAJU Be3fle, KpOMe OOHOTO MECTa... CAaMOro IOpTpeTa.

TpeTuit Bompoc BCTan Ha CBOe MeCTo. - M3071T, He Moriia 6 Bel, moxanyicTa, OTHaTh MHE 3TOT
npegMeT?

W3onT 3acMmesiyiach ¥ 3axjomnana B mamomd. - Koneuno, mory! ITomoiinu 6muxke, nuts. Tebe mpumeTcs
IDOTSHYThCS. - OHA OTCTYIIHIIA B CTOPOHY, OTKPHIBAS ITOTAWHYIO TIOJIKY, Ha KOTOPOM OBIIIO BHICTABIIEHO
HECKOJIbKO MaJIeHbKUX IIBETOYHBIX TOPIIKOB. - MOXKeIllb B35ITh TOJIBKO OJWH U3 HUX, ©IM€eH B BUMY. -
BukTopus mofoiiia ¥ MPOCyHYyIa PYKY B MOPTPET. ITO ObIJIO II0X0Ke Ha Oapbep Ha nnatdopme
IEeBSATh U TPU YETBEPTU: €e pyKa ylnepsach IpSIMO B CTEHY, a 3a Hell OHa Halllyllaja LIBETOYHbIE



ropiuku. OHa CxBaTHUIla OOWH U BLIHYJIA €0, B TO K€ BpeMs T'OPIIOK UCYe3 C MOIKYU Ha KapTUHE. -
Monopen! - ckazana M30mT. - 1 fonXHa CKa3aThk, YTO OPYIU€E OEBYILKU ITOHSIU 3TO HajleKo He Tak
OBICTPO, KaK ThI!

Cepnue BukTtopuu ynaro. - [Ipyrue geByIIKA?

- O, ma, - cKasas opTpeT, He obpalllast BHUMaHUS Ha ee CTpafaHus, - BEICOKas OJIOHOWHKA, OYeHb
KpacuBas, 1 YepHOBOJIOCAs JEBYIIKA C KyPHOCHIM HOCOM. OHM OBIIM 3[1€Ch ITOYTH Yac IIpexkae, YeM
TIOHSIM 3arafky. [Jaxe Mpenupanuch, Kak cTaphble XKeHHl, 1 YOUBJIeHa, YTO OHU He pa30ynuiu
IIOJIOBUHY (paKyIbTeTa.

[Taucu u [ladHa onepenunu ee, u, CyAs IO CJI0BaM IIOPTPeTa, OHU OCMEJIUINCh HApYIIUTh
KOMEHMAHTCKUH Yac, YTOOHI CIesaTh 3TO.

- TebGe mpocTo HYykHO O6ynmeT onepenuts ux B ['puddunmnope u Korrepane, - ckasana Cbi03€H,
IIPOYKTAB BhIpaXkKeHUe NiKlla BUKTOPUH. - A Temeps IMOIIIK, HaM HYKHO ITONACTh Ha MUp. 4 mokKa
OCTaBJIIO TOPIIOK Yy cebs B 00IIeXKuTHM, 4TOOH TeOe He IPUIIIOCH TaCKaTh ero ¢ co60i BeCh BeUep.

Brixopn u3 obimexuTus Ilyhdennys Obi ropasno 6omee 0ObIIeHHEIM, YeM BXO[I: BUHTOBAs JIECTHUIIA,
KOTOpast Bejla 06paTHO B a/IbKOB, I'Ie OHU BBITIOJI3JTH U3 APYTod O0YKM KO BXOMY.

- 9TO He OYeHb IPAKTHYHO, HE TaK JIU? - CrIpocuya BukTopus, oTpsixuBas KOJIeHHU, - XOPOIIIO, YTO OHU
mepxKaT 9T KOPHUOOPH! B YKCTOTE!

- [ToripoGy# cmenaTh 9TO € OXAIKOM KHUT! - mpou3Hecsa Chio3eH co cMeXoM, - Ecnu TH He Oymentb
OCTOpOXKHA, OHU yIaAyT TeOe Ha TOJI0BY, KOT/a Tkl OyOellh CIIyCKaThCs C TOPKHU.

[Toxa onu mu B Bonbiioi 3aj, BukTopus Hadaa IpefcTaBisaTh cebe ey, KoTopas ee oxupana. - 1
Hayel0Ch, UYTO OHM BCe ellle T0NaloT OCHOBHEIE 0/II0fia, - CKa3asla OHa. - f 1060 MyauHT, HO He
IyMar, 4TO CMOTY 00OUTHCH OOHUM ITHPOTOM C ITATOKOM, MOHUMaeIh? f X0uy 4To-HUOYIb C COYCOM.

- FOBOpI/I 3a cebs! - orBeTHa ChIO3€EH. - KpOMe TOT'O, S YBEPEHA, YTO TaM €Ile MHOT'O 9ero OCTajioCk.
CYJIFI I10 3allaXy, OHU I'OTOBUJIX B€Ch NE€Hb, U MBI HE MOTJIK OTCYTCTBOBATh OOJITO.

Ha camom [perne ux He OBITIO rOpa3fo monbine, yeM ayMasna Cohio3eH. CoJHIlEe Ceslo, ToKa OHU OBITU B
obrmest koMmHaTe [TyddeHays, 1 Temeps 3asbl 3aMKa OBUTH TEMHBIMU ¥ MPAYHBIMHU, OCBEIIIEHHBIMH
TOJIBKO JTaMIIaMH.

BukTtopus ¢rpkHyna. - KcTaTH, 0 3amaxax, 4To 3T0? ITOr0 MOYTH JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOH Y MEHS Iporall
almeTuT.

- MoxeT ObITh, CHOBA 3aTOIMJIO TyaseT, - Mpeanonoxuna Ceio3eH. - Thl Ke 3Haelllb, YTO 3TO YaCTO
IIPOUCXOIUT M3-3a IJIaKCHl MUPTIL. - HO KOT/Ia OHU 3aBEPHYJIM 3a YTOJI, CTaJl0 COBEPUIEHHO SCHO, YTO
3arax UCXOOWI He U3 BaHHOM. [[Be MEBYIIKU 3aMepPIIH.

OrpoMHBIN TPOJIIh HEYKITIOKE IIeJT 0 KOPUAOPY K HUM, €r0 r0JIoBa 3afeBasla BEICOKUH IIOTOJIOK, T
3eJIeHOBATO-KOPUYHEBas K0xKa ObljIa IIOKPEITA TPSI3bI0 U JIUITAHHAKOM. Ha ero mniede mOKOHIACh
Takas ke 0osbInas JyOUHKA.

B ronose y Buktopuu momytunock. OHa IIPOCTO CTOSI/Ia TaM, ee HOTH BHe3aIHo 0cyiabnu, Korga
TPOJLJIb OCTAHOBUJICS U YOUBJIEHHO IIOCMOTPENT Ha HUX.

Tponnb npuinesn B ce6s nepBbiM. C peBOM OH IIOJHSJ CBOIO IyOMHY ¥ Hayall JBUTAThCS K HUM,



HaMHOTI'O 6bICTpee, YyeM [I0JIZKHO ObII0 OBITh CTIOCOOHO TaKoe 0O0JIbIIoe CymIeCTBO, II0JI COTpPACAJICA OT
KaXpaoro ero miara.

- Bexxum! - 3akpuyasna Cbl03eH, ¥ OHU ITOBEPHYIUCH U T0GexKany 00paTHO TEM XKe MyTeM, KOTOPEIM
TIPUILITH.

- B Ilyddennyn? - cupocuna Buktopus, - bouku! 310 He MOXKET... - TI03aAX HUX pa3fancs
OTJIYIIUTEJIbHBINM IPOXOT: TPOJLIb, HE COABIISASI CKOPOCTH, 3aBEPHYJI 3a YTOJI, IPUXBATUB C COO0I KYCOK
CTeHHL - YcKopsieMcs! - 3aKpuyasa oHa, Ho Crio3eH Gexkana Tak ObICTPO, KaK TOJILKO MOTJIa, U
BHE3aMHO IP0o0ekKN MafiaM TpIoK BOKPYT 03epa [T0Ka3a/uCh COBEPIIEHHO afeKBaTHOM TPEeHUPOBKOM.
BukTopus pucKHysa OrNsSHYThCSA. - [IpurHucs! - KpukHysa oHa, Tonkas Cbi03€eH Ha [0, Korna
nyOuHKa TPOJIIA IpoJjieTesa o BO3AYXy, pa30uB TaMIly TaM, I'le OHa IIpu3eMiniiack. B 3ane
I0TeMHeJI0. BUKTOPUS monbITanack BCTaTh, HO CIIOTKHYJIACh O CBOXO MaHTUIO. [To3anu Hee
TIOCTIBIIITAJIMCH TSIZKeJIble IIard, ¥ OHa BCXJIMIHYIA. - [Tomorute! - 3aKpuyana oHa. - KTo-uHubymp,
nomorure!

Tpomnnbk HaBUC Haf OABYMS [EBYIIKaMH, KOTOPEIE IPOXKajIu Ha MOy OT yKaca. bexaTs 60blie OblI0
HEeKy[a.

- 9kcnynbco! - pa3pmancst 4er-To ronoc. Tposis mogOpoCKiio B BO3OYX, ¥ OH C PEBOM ITOJIETEIT 110
KOPHUOOpPY, KaK OYATO ero TSHYJHM T'MTaHTCKUM KPIOKOM; OH yapuJICS O IOTOJIOK IIpexkfe, YeM
PYXHYTb Ha 110J1 B 6ecropsigke KaMeHHOM KJIafiKy U IbIIA. BUKTOpPHS MOMHSIA I1a3a ¥ YBUela
npodeccopa CHelina, IaraoInero K HIM 110 KOPUAOPY, ero najoyka Obta BHTSAHYTa. OHa
IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA BOJIHY O0JIETYE€HHUS.

Ho npo6nema eie He Obina perieHa. Tposb BcTaBaa. OH BH3LIBAOINE B3pEBET ¥ Havall TOmaTh
00paTHO K HUM.

JTutio nmpodeccopa CHelima ObII0 HETTIPOHUIIAEMBIM.

- OH Bce 6muxke! - ckasana Cbl03€eH, ¥ TaHWKa BEePHYJACh - UTO, ecyid CHeNN He CMOXKeT 00eIuTh
ato? B nmo6oM ciydae, HAaCKOJIBKO CUJIEH ObLI TPOJIIb?

- OTBepHUTECH, - TpUKa3al npodeccop 3enuud. - Ceryac xe. - BUKTOpus 3aKMypuiiack U CHOBa
BCXJIAIIHYJIA, JKajes, YTO He MOXKEeT IIPOCTO MPOCHYThCA. TYK, TYK, TYK MOCTIBIIIAJCS 3BYK
IpuOIKIKaOIerocs: TPOIIS, a 3aTeM [ociefloBasa BCIbIIKa 3€JIEHOT0 CBeTa, HOCTATOYHO IpKasd,
yTOOBl OH IPOH3UN ee BeKu. [locenoBas rpoxoT, a 3aTeM TUIIKHHA. - MoXKeTe CMOTPETE, - CKa3all
Creumn.

BukTopus OTKpHUIa T7la3a ¥ IOCMOTpeNa B KOHell Kopuaopa. Tpostb ObUT TaM, CBaJIMBIIUCE B Ky4y,
Tak O/IM3KO0, YTO OHA MOTJIa OBl IIOYTU MPOTSAHYTh PYKY U KOCHYThCS €TO0.

-0Hn...?

- MepTB? - mpodeccop CHeNI KOPOTKO OTBETHUII, - [a. A Temephb JaBaiiTe OTBeeM Bac B O0IbHUYHOE
KPBHLJIO.

- §1... 1 He OyMalo, YTO CMOTY XOTs GBI CTOSTH, - CKa3asia ChI03€H, TYIO YCTABUBIIKNCh HA MEPTBOTO
TPOJI/IS. - Y MEHST COBCEM TOJKALIMBAIOTCS HOTH.

- Yro Xk, - cka3ay CHeHn U MOOHSJI CBOIO ITaJIOUKy. BUKTOPHS OTKPHIIA POT, YTOOH BO3PAa3UTh, HO
OBlza CIIMINKOM MeuTelNbHa. [IocemoBaia BCIIIIKA KPAaCHOT'O CBETA.
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