qa IIpuXoaujia B CO3HaHME ITOCTEIIEHHO, CJIOBHO I10CJIEe OOJITOTr0 CHaA.

Pyku v HOTM ObIIM CBSI3aHBI BEPEBKOM, HO HE KPETIKO.

...Tak, xopoio. He cremym OTKpHIBaTh riiasa.

I Havana, Hy>KHO ITOAYMaTh.

B pomaHe KakKas-TO apuCTOKpaTKa o uMeHu Kiapa Map HaHsla HAEMHUKOB, YTOOBI OHU TTOXUTHIIN
JlaBunu. OHa cobupanach «IIOTOBOPUTH» C HEM, YTOOHI Ta yrOBOpUJIa UMIIepaTopa ITOCTaBUTh €€ Ha
BEICOKYIO JOJI2KHOCTB PSMIOM C HUM, II0CJIe Yero IIaHUpOBaa 3aBOEBaTh €ro Cepalle.

B o61em JIuBuyc, 65110 66 HAMHOTO JIeT4Ye, eciu Ob TH OBLT YpomoM. BHelnHe.

Tux0 BBIJOXHYB, S OTKpPHLIA T'Jla3a.

PeméTka, a 3a Hell KaKue-To K0p06KI/I. [TaxHeT MacjIoM, aJIKorojeM, TabakoM. Fpﬂ3H0 " CBIPO.
BOprT BaJIAIOTCA paBGI/ITBIe 6YTHJ'IKI/I 1 OCKOJIKH OT HUX. CBET €CTh, 3TO ropdioue (baKean Ha CTEeHaX.
Tak 1 He cMorJa IIPUBLEIKHYTH K TAKOMY OCBEIIEHUIO.

KuHxkar, mogapeHHb MHEe AHCeJleM, OHU Y MeHS BUOUMO O0TOOpasiu.

He uuTtalt 1 poMaH, He MOHsIIA Obl, THE HAaX0XKYCh.

MoXHO YOUBUTHCS, HO 9TO IIpaBha CKiaf 0apa TMIbIUK HaEMHBIX YOUMII.

9TO YTO-TO BPOZiEe UX MECTa OTMALIXa U «3abap». Hampumep, 0gHO U3 HUX - TOOOPOTHCS C JKUBOTHBEIMH.
BoT mouemy Ha CKlafie €CTh OTPOMHAs KJI€TKa, B KOTOPOM s CefYac ¥ HaX0XKyCh.

YecTHO, He 3HAI0 0 YEM OHU OyMaJid, KOrda KJlaJIX MeHA CI0[ad, BEOb UX 3dKA34YHKY A HY2KHa Iejiad U
HeBpeguMasd, HO q)aKT 0CTaeTCsa (1)aKTOM - PAAOOM B YI'OJIOYKE JIEXKUT HeOO0JIbINOM JTbBEHOK
KaIllTaHOBOI'O OKpaca. Y, B oTIMYKeEe OT MEHS, OH HEe CBSI3aH

U Bcé Owl HUUero, MofyMaelllb TbBEHOK, OH XKe ellé "ManeHbKui". Ho ero mosa, pruaHue u
arpecCUBHO HaCTPOEHHbIE 30JI0THIE I'1a3a FoBOPSAT 00 06paTHOM.

...HépT, 51 CIUIIKOM CTapa [Jis 9TOr0 Jep*Ma.

Ho ceiiyac He BpeMs HBITb.



Pemmuna OCBOGOJI[I/ITLCH oT BepéBOK 1 UTHOPHUPOBATH JIbBEHKA, OH MHE HMYero He COelaerT.

910 OBINIO CHEeNlaTh OYeHb JIETKO, YTO 3HAYUT HAaEMHUKHU CHeJiany O0JbIIyI0 CTaBKY Ha TO, YTO 5
MCITyTaloCh 3Beps.

K cnoBy, B pomaHe Tak u ObU10. JIaBUHM UCIIyTanach IbBEHKA, HO IIOTOM cobpasach C CUIaMU H...
o0HsIJIa €T0, TOBOPS, YTO He IPUUYUHUT eMy OOJIH.

OH, eCTeCTBEHHO, YCIIOKOHIICA.

[TpokaTuio 6bl 3TO C HACTOSIIIUM JILBEHKOM - He U3BECTHO, Be[ib Ha caMOM fieJie 9TOT 3Bepsh - [llafmoy
(dhon CBOH — IPHUHI] COCEOHEN UMIIepUHu!

OH ofvH U3 I'JIaBHBIX 3JI0fleeB poMaHa. ToT, KTo pagu JIaBuHY pa3pyLInil MUPHBIYA JOTOBOP U YCTPOUI
BOWHY c [IparoMaHCKoi uMIepue, B KoTopou noru6 Jlakcyc u MHOTHE OPYTHeE.

OH mpu3kIBaTeNb, ¥ CaM MOXKeT o0palaThCs B I000T0 XKUBOTHOTO. HO ceifyac, Korja oH eIé mMaj, He
COBCEM MOKET KOHTPOJIMPOBAThL CBOE oOpalleHue.

Kak oH oka3zascs B yyxKou uMmnepuu? be3 nouaTus. B poMaHe 5T0 He MOSICHSIIOCh.

B nmo6om Ciliy4ae, TO, 4TO 4 OKa3aJiaCh 30€Ch BMECTO JIaBUHU He 3HAYUT, YTO Y MEeH4 IIOJIYYUTCA
3aKa[pPUTh €TI0, KaK 3TO COeJiajia OHa, Oonee TOrO, g HE X04y 3TO OeJIaTk.

[TpocTuTe, HO y MEHS HET B MJIAaHAX CTAHOBUTHCS TOM, KOTOPAs CIydaiHO BIIOOUT B cebs 3/momest, a
TIOTOM OyIeT YOUBIIATHCS: «II0YEMY JKe OH He JIIOOUT IJIaBHYIO TePOUHI0?»

Kopoue, He oOpaliaeM Ha HEr0 BHUMAHHUS.

MEICIEHHO MaXHYB Ha HETroO pYKOfI, s B34JIaCh paCCMaTPUBATh 3aMOK KJIETKH.

KpaewM rnaza ynaBnuBaio, 9YTO TbBEHOK CMOTPUT Ha MeHS B3rsAgoM «I1dh-¢-¢, omHa TH yMHAsS
Hallack TyT, fa? [lyMaels, g He IBITaJICsI OTKPHITh €ero?»

«OTKpBITE»? KaKkue MbL KyJIbTYpHEIE...

C KaMeHHBIM JIAIIOM, S CO BCE CUJIBI yAapuia MATKOX 110 3aMOYHOM CKBaXKUHE.

bamMm!



Emé pas.

Bam!

U emé.

Bbam! Bax! — cnomaBIuch OKOHYATEJIBHO, OH PYXHYJI Ha KaMEHHBIN II0J.

Mopga nhBEHKA B 1I0Ke. §1 MOoCcMOTpesia Ha Hero HagMeHHO. «UTO Tl TaM TSIBKanI?» — 6yaTo Ob
roBopusa .

BHe3anHBIM CKPUII IBEPH.

Tom-Tor1I.

HeckonbKo 4esioBeK 3alllliv B IIOBAJl ¥ OCTAHOBUIIKCH. f He MOrja YBUIOETE UX, TdK KakK KOpO6KI/I
IIOMHOCTBIO CIIY2KUIIA CTEHOH, HO YZXKe 3HaJla, KTO 3TO.

JIbBEHOK, TouHee [lafoy, TMX0 pa3gpakKEHHO Ipopeidai. He riasas Ha HEro, s IPUTPO3UIIia eMy
KynakoM. OH ¢ pa3Maxy XOTeJl yIapuTh MeH 110 KyJlaKy JIaliou, HO s 3aMeTusa 3To. Mos pyKa
YBEPHYJIACh U fjajia eMy IIPsIMO B HOC, Ha BpeMs [Ie30PHUEeHTHPOBAB.

Crano Tux0, CTalu JIy4llle CIBIIaThCS T0JI0Ca HAaEMHHUKOB.

[TompaBouYKa: HAEMHUKOB ¥ OJTHOM JaMOYKH.

— Kak ke Tak?! Brl Ke cka3any, YTO 5 [OJIKHA 3allJIaTUTh 3a HE€ B YETHIPE pa3a MeHbIIIe, YeM Ta
CyMMa, 0 KOTOPOU BHI TOJILKO YTO CKa3au!

HaéMHUKY, TPUKUHYBIINE, CKOJIBKO MOTJIH OB IIOJTy4YUTh JeHer oT FMmeparTopa 3a ero qoyb, pPeuuiiu
TIOBBICUTS IIeHy. [IpuHIIecca He JOJIKHA CTOUTh MaJio, BEPHO?

OHuU 3HaJM, YTO €CIU OTIIPABAT IUCHMO HaCUET 0OMeHa IIPUHIIECCH Ha JeHbTH, UX TYT Ke HaugeT
WmnepaTop ¥ IPUKOHYUT. Tak 4TO He XkKejlasi PUCKOBATh, OHU PEIIUIA 00MaHOM 3acTaBUTh Kiapy
3aIJIaTUTH OOJIBIIIE.

Boxe, Hy mo4eMy B 9TOM MUpPE BCE KEHIIWHE TaKWe HauBHbBIE U TYIOBATHIE, a? ITO IPOCTO B 001IIEM
s gyMalo. X0oTs, TOHUMa. JTO CHeaHo AJis TOro, YToObl JlaBUHY Ka3ajlach Ha UX MeCTe YMHOM.
['nmaBHBIN MY2KCKOU ITIePCOHaX 3a 3TO U MOII00UT €€ - «0Ha [fo0pasi, HO He HauBHas U YMHee
OCTaJIbHBIX JIEBYILIEK».



Ila, oHa YMHE€E OCTaJIbHBIX OEBYIIIEK CBOETr0 BO3pacCTa, HO Y Heé Kak pa3-TakKu BCE Xe eCTh HAUBHOCTb.

— Mucc, He rpyctuTe! Bel 4 HAC IOMMUTE, HE KaXKABIM PELIUTCSA U CMOXKET YKPaCcTh CaMy IPUHIIECCY
Nmnepun!

— XM... A BHI I711 HayaJjla TOKaXuTe MHe e€! — BLICOKOMEPHLIN XMBIK U, S YBepeHa, 4YTO OHa
CKpecTHa PYKU Ha TPyOu.

On-éi.

— Xa! J1a 6e3 mpobieM! — ronoc HaéMHUKA OBIT cIerKa pa3mpaxeH. Eciu Obl OHa eMy He IJIaTHIa,
OH OBl aBHO y2Ke mepepe3ai el rIoTKY.

On TBép)IBIMI/I ImaramMu 000Ies «CTEeHy» U CTaJl IOOAXOOUTh KO MHE.

3payvku METUHUCTOTO MYXKYUHBI paciiupuiuch. OH 6pocuics K CJIoOMaHHOMY 3aMKY.

[Torogute, y HETO MOM KMHKaJ Ha TOsCE.

...BOT Xe KprICa.

— Yepr!

— Yro cnyuunocs, [TaT?

— OTta CYKa KadK-TO CJIOMaJlla 3aMOK! HpI/IJIH MBI 9yTh II032K€, 3Ta TBapPhb Ol cOexaral

HaxMypuBIIHCh, OH 37100HO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha MeHS «IIpo0ieMHas cyka!» B3TJIAI0M, PE3KUM ABUKEHUEM
OIOHOM PYKH OTKPHUI KJIIETKY, APYTOM JKe CXBATHUII 3a 3alsCThe ¥ PHIBKOM 3aCTaBUJI BHIUTH.

[laT oueHuBarOLIEe OIJIHYJI MEHS.

— OHa eIé ¥ 0T BepEBOK M36aBUTHCSI CMOTJIa! — HEIOBOJIbHO BCKPUKHYII OH, U IO BHIPAXKEHUIO JTUIIA,
BU[IMO, CUJIbHEE CXKaJl 3aIiCThe.

A 3pmech HeUero Tak YAUBIATHCS. BE 2Ke make MOXKHO CKa3aThb ¥ He CBs3aju MeHs. [IpocTo Tak, pagu
IPUTTAYHS.

— Yro? Axaxa! Huuero ceb6e! YTo 3a yMHas 3BepyIlIKa! — IOCIIHIIIANIOCh B OTBET.



¢ mombITanack BEIPBATh PYKY, YTOOHI MPEKPATUTh HEYIOOCTBO, HO Masblibl [1aTa cC2KUMAU MI0THO,
BIIMBASICh B HEXKHYIO KOXKY Aticenb. CHHSIK rapaHTUPOBaH.

Ot ymapa, 3a IONBITKY BEIPBAThCS, [0JI0BA MOTHYJIACh B CTOPOHY U IEeBATUJIETHEE TEJIO IT0BAJIUIOCh
Ha non. Ecnu 0wl 1 4yBCcTBOBaia 607Ib, TO OT CTOJIKHOBEHHUS C TBEPHOM IIOBEPXHOCTHIO ¥ MEHS OBl
3aHBUIO IJIe40. B rosoBe cTosi OB IIyM, BUCOK OT3HIBAJICS OBI TYIIOM GO0/IBIO, @ KOXKY KIJI0 OBI OT

yoapa.

Bo pTy nosgBuics MeTalIndyecKuil IpuBKyc. Bugumo, ryba nonuyna.

On PBIBKOM OTITYCTHII 3allsACThLE. qa HOHpOGOBaJ’Ia INOOCKOYUTH Ha HOT'Y, HO XBAaTh 3da BOJIOCHL U MEHA
CTaJIu TAIllUTh II0 IIOJIYy.

4 He MMHAaNa HOTAaMH II0JI, HE IEITAlach JOCTATh [0 TAHYBIINX 3d BOJIOCEI PYKH.

J0 MeHs IPOCTO Temeph HOIIJIO, YTO 3TO GECCMEICIIEHHO.

A HeMHOTO HaXMYpPHJIaCh OT CMEIIAaHHBIX IIJIOXHUX YYBCTB.

MHe 3ax0Tenoch 3aKpuyaTh. Bca 3Ta cuTyauus... Kak IPOTUBHO OT TOTO, YTO S HUYEro He MOTy
crenars!

BecmoMouIHOCTh ¥ Koraa Te0st 3aCTaB/IAI0T IPOTUB TBOEH BOJIH, a Thl HE MOXKEIIIh IaTh OTIIOP - CaMbIe
CTpAlIHbIe BEIW B MUpe. 9 UX IPOCTO HEHABUXKY.

OO6rIYHO, KOTTIa PEOEHKY UIIH B3POCTIOMY 0OJIBHO, B TOPHIBE OTYASIHUS OH KPUUUT «Mama!» Wnu
IIPyroe UMs POTHOTO TI00UMOr0 4esioBeKa.

MHe 3ax0Tennoch Tak CoenaTh. 3a0paTh BO BCE TOPIIO, TOTOMY UTO HEIPUSTHHIE TSAXKeJkle YyBCTBA
3a[IaBUIIM MOE Cep[lie.

I[TycTh 51 ¥ He YyBCTBYIO GU3NYECKOM 60K, 3aTO OT MOPAJIbHOM He 3acTpaxoBaHa.

Ho... ¥ KaKoi B 9TOM CMBICII?..

Becnonesno Kpu4aTh UX UMEHa, Bedb UX 3MeCh HET U ITIOMOIIKN OT HUX HUKaKOH He 6YI[eT.

9TO TO, UTO 4 [OMKHA IIPOXUTU caMa. ToYHee, IPOCTO HET APYroro Beibopa. Tak 3auyeM Torfa TPaTUTh
CBOH 9MOIIMH? YCIIOKOUCS, He O0MCS.

Her, 3T0 maxe He CKOJIBKO CTPaX, CKOJIbKO THeB ¥ o0upa. Kak e yKaCHO OT TOTO, YTO THl HUYETo He



MOKeIb CAenaTh! 9To IIPOCTO ChreHdaeT Tebs HU3HYTPH.

MericneHHO BeIfOXHYIA. Py-y-yx. Cenyac KakK pa3 TOT CaMbld MOMEHT, KOT[ja f JOJIXKHa AepxKaTh YM
CIIOKOMHEIM.

KpaeM I'lla3a 4 IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha I_Hanoy. Ero 3050THIe T'1a3a ObUTH B PaCTEepAHHOCTH.

[TpaBUNbHO, MTHBEHOK, IPUTUXHY, YTOOH IOTOM CMOT He3aMeTHO y0exaTb. Byab YMHBIM.

['ortoBa CTYKHYJach 00 XOJIOMHBIM KaMeHHBIH 1071, TSKEI0e Tejao HaBaluIoCh CBEPXY, IIPUKUMAas
JIOKTEM T'OPJIo, APYTOX PYKOU XKe 3aBefsi MOU PYKU Haf I'OJI0BOM.

Temeph 3T0 COOBITHE IOWOET HE TI0 POMaHY.

B pomaHe oHu moka3anu JIaBuHH, ITOCJIe YeTO aPUCTOKPATKA 3allJlaTHJIa HAEMHUKAM C HeJJOBOJIbHEIM
JIUIIOM, a TIOTOM CTasia BecTu «0ecemy» C HeM.

MHe cTaio TPyIHO ABIIIAThH M3-3a JIOKTS Ha Ilee, HO S BCE JKe COBJafiaia C BHYTPEHHeH MaHUKOH! U
IOTYIINIIA €€.

HaéMHUKY IPUCBUCTHYIIH.

—A IIPUHIIECCKA-TO HEIIOKOPHAs, KaK IOIJIAXKY. — CKa3aJl OOUH 3a BCEX.

L10K-1I0K — pacCTYNUIUCh OHU IT0J CTYK KabJIyKOB.

Knapa, 4yTO ObIJTa B CJIOZKHOM IIJTaThe, 37IETAHTHO OIIyCTHUIIaCh BO3JI€ MEHI. 9T0 OBINIA XKEHITUHA C
HpI/IHTHOI;I BHENIHOCTBIO 1 KapPHUMHU TI'Jla3aMHU.

A kak taMm JlaBuHuU cnacnack? Hukak! E€ crac JIuBuycC B caMblii TOCieqHUY MOMEHT. Ho MHe Bpsig nu
CTOUT ero XKOaTh.

Be3 nuIHUX CJI0B, OJIMHHBIE TTaJIbIEl OeCllepeMOHHO CXBAaTHIM MEHS 3a IM0g00POJOK U CTall KPYTUTh
TI0 Pa3HOMY, CJIOBHO S - MSICO Ha PBIHKE, TOBap.

— XM-M... 4 TOYHO He 3HAI0, KaK BHTISAUT [IpuHIlEcca, BeOb OHa elré He mebGTHpoBana, Ho... Ciayxu
TOBOPSAT, YTO OHAa I10X0XKa Ha Ty COOXIIYIO OPSHE.

OHa rOBOPUT CEPLE3HO, HO B MOMX T'Jla3aX OHA BHITJIAOUT TYIO. [Ipexkae yeM KpacTb KOTr0-TO, HyKHO
SIBHO IT00OJIbIIIe UHPOPMAIUY, YeM 3Ta. BOT m03TOMY MeHS U CITyTasu!



MyKYWHEI TIEPETTISTHYITUCE.

— MoxeT Torga 3TO ero BTopas qo4b? — IPEANOJIOXKIN OHH SBHO 0e3 Teprenus. OHU XOTAT
IIOCKOpPEe TIOJYYUTh JeHbI'Y U BEITPOBOAUTE 3Ty JaMOYKY, YTOOB HaKUAATHCS II0 TTOTHOM.

Kmapa Map oTBeudaeTt He cpasy.

— Ckopee Bcero. Ho, B TakoM ciydae, MHe HET [0 He€ fesna. OHa - caMoe HeHaBUCTHOE [IUTS
uMIIepaTopa.

BcTaB Ha HOTH, XKeHIIHA IIOBEPHYJIaCk KO MHE CIIUHOU U OTKHVHYJIa Ha3a[ CBOU OJIMHHBEIE U UEaJIbHO
YII02KE€HHBI€ BOJIOCHL.

— W ye?

— Tri cobupaenIbcs ITPOCTO B3ATh U YUTH?!

— $1 He coGupalOCh MIATUTh BaM 3a HEBBHIIOJTHEHHYIO paboTy! — OTpPHI3HYIach apUCTOKPATKa, OJapHB
UX BEICOKOMEPHEIM B3TJISIOM.

Cwmenas? Hert, rnynas.

BrIKpuKWMBasi HEIOBOJILHO HelleYaTHhIe CJI0Ba, OHU OBICTPO OKPYXKHUIH e€.

Bupuus? «He BeI€KUBalCs, €CIIU ABEPD 3aKphiTa» — He Befu ceOs BLICOKOMEPHO, eciiu ¥ Te0s HeT
IIJIaHa U THL He AePKUIIb BCIO CUTYalUI0 101 KOHTPOJIEM.

— Ho THI Xe ¥ He TOBOPHIIA, KaKyl0 UMEHHO HY2KHO YKPaCTh MIPUHIIECCY, TaK YTO BCE, He HAIlla BUHA,
OEeHbru BIepéen

Oun YZXKe OroJIuJiin Me4HU C KWH2XKAJIdMHU U CTAJIX UTPATLECSA C HUMHU B PYKdX, TUXO yIpozKas.

— H-Ho... — moTepsBIas BCIO XpabpoCTh, CKAJach B CTpaxe.

— JaBali-maBaii. inu THl HalpallMBaellbCs Ha TO, YTOOH MBI B3SIJIM HATYPOM?

— HET! 4 3amnady, TOJIBKO OTIIYCTUTE!

— Xa-xa, Tak OnI cpady! Xopotmras cyyka!



Knapa OPOXKaIllMMHU PYKaMU JOCTaBajlda U3 KOIIIEJIbKa HY2KHYIO CYMMY OEHET. OHa SIBHO B MBICJISIX
IIPOKJIMHAJIa BCEX U BCA.

— O, a 4TO C 9TOH HmenaTh? — TeM BpeMeHeM crpocun I1arT.

— Xa? [la IpUKOHYY TH €€ U OeJI0 C KOHI[OM.

— Bepno! UMnepaTop eri€ cnacubo [oIkKeH cKa3aTh, UYTO MBI ©30aBUIIUCh OT MyCOpa.

¢ MBICTIEHHO 3aKaTuila Ifla3a. boxe, Kak 6aHanmbHO. XOTH, S Ke B PpoMaHe.

V3-3a TOrO, YTO MOE TOPJIO COABNIKMBAY, 5 €[Ba MOTJIa IBUHYThb I'0JI0OBOI, HO KOT/la YBU[eJla, YTO Haflo
MHOU B3METHYJIOCh OCTPOE JIe3BHe MOET0 e KMHXKaja, 6e3 pa3gyMuil BKUHYJIA PYKY, IBITAsICh
IIePEeXBATUTh CUHIOI PYKOSTh.

3aMeTUB MOE cTpeMyieHue, [1aT cunbHeN cxkajl MO€ ropo. [IpumoXKuB Bce YCUTKS Ha 9TO, XBaTKa
Ipyrou pyku ocnabiia U 5 BCE Ke CyMesla BHIXBAaTUTh KAHXKaJ.

Or HaIIPAXKEHUs He 3aMeTHIIa, KakK 6POBI/I COBUHYJIMCE K IIEPEHOCHUIIE U I10 JINIY IMPOMITNCE KalleJIbK!
IoTa.

qa YYBCTBOBaJId, YTO 3aAbIXal0OCh, KaK KPDAaCHEIO U BEHEI Ha6yxa10T, HO IIPOCTO HE oﬁpamana Ha 3TO
BHHMAaHUA.

Jle3Bue KMHZKaJla HallpaBUJIOCh IIPSIMO B IIpaBhIil 60K LIed HaéMHUKA.

Ho oH Taxk u He DOCTUT CBOEH IIeJu.

Pa3pascst MOIIHBIM, YCTpallalomni PEB TOYHO HACTOSIIET0, B3POCJIOro 3Beps, JIbBa.

2KvBoTHas Gurypa 6pocusach BCeM TeJIOM ¥ BECOM B CTOPOHY HaéMHMKA U, BIIUBIIUCH KITBIKaMU B
1J1e40, T0Ba/InJia TPOMKO €T0 Ha KaMeHHBIN IOJI.

ApucTtokpaTka Kiapa 3aBu3xkaa u OpOCHIIaCh TPOYb.

Ha HecKombKO CEKYyHII BC€ OCTaJIbHEIE HAa€MHUKHU 3aMepPJIk OT HEOZKHUOAHHOCTHU U HeOOJIBIIIOrO0 CTpaxa.

«Pa3Be IlaT He 3aKphUI KIETKY?» — OBIIO HAllMICAHO Y HUX Ha JIUIIE.

Tak 3HAUMUT OH PEeIIuil MHe ToMo4Yb? HeoXumaHHO, OTHAKO.



4 mpuHsa cugsdee MoI0okKeHe Ha (poHe BOIIeN HaéMHUKA, YMOJISIOIIET0 CIacTy ero. JIbBEHOK
pa3pHIBaJl €T0 MJI0Th, CJIOBHO 3TO OblJIa KaKasi-TO MOAYIIKA C TYCUHBIMU IephsiMu. BphI3raa KpoBb, a
B BO3[IyX€ Cpa3y II04YyBCTBOBAJICS MeTa/UIMUeCKUil 3armax.

— Yepr, dero croute?! [JaBaiiTe IPUKOHYUM €ro0!

OunyBuIMecs yOUMIbl CTalIX TONNOM HACTYyNIaTh.

BBII'[J'[IOHYB Ol"pOMHBIfI KyCOK IIJIOTH, PbIYa, Hlauoy MeJIEHHO IIOIIATHIICA Ha3al, KO MHe.

OH HEMHOTO TIOBEPHYJI F'0JIOBY B MO0 CTOPOHY ¥ IIOCMOTPEJT Ha MEeHs, 3aaBasi HEMOHM BOIIPOC HACUET
CaMOYyBCTBHUS. B ero riazax He OBIJIO ¥ HAMEKA Ha CTPaX IIPOUTPHIIIA.

qa KWBHYJIA ¥ BCTAJla Ha HOT'H.

9TO ero rinaBHLIM HemocTaTOK. OH CIUIIKOM IIEPEOIIEHUBAET Ce-

Cepqiie yKacHO OONBHO CTYKHYIIO!

— I'XAL.

KpoBb BHIIIJIECHYIACh 30 PTa U HOCA.

30710ThIE 3payKH IMIMPOKO PACIIUPUIIKCH.

4 mouyBcTBOBasna xosox. HeucToseiit xonon. Kak 6yaTo Bce opraHbl CTaau CTAHOBUTHCS JIEOSHBIMU
CHU3Y BBepX. Koxa MOKphIIach MypallkaMy U I'yCUHOU KOXKel.

Bo PTy TakKXKe CTaJi0 Y2KaCHO XOJIOOHO. 3YGBI Ha4aJli HETIPOU3BOJIEHO CTY4YaTk. Kak 6YI[TO CheJla IBe
ITaYKW MSTHOU 2KBAaUYKH U IIOCJIE 3TOTO MLEIIb JIeJaHYIO BOOY.

Yto nmpousomno?.. YTo npoucxogut?!

Ta-a-ak, ycnokoiicsi. Hy>KHO YCIIOKOUTBCS ¥ TIPUAYMaTh YT-

MammyHanbHO CXBAaTUBIIUCE 3a cepane, 4 yiiajia Ha KOJIEHU U COTHYIIaCh BBOE.

Jlérkue Toxe!.. TpyoHO, XOIOOHO HHIIIATSH!..



Kaxk xe... Kak xe xononuo! d 1005110 X010, HO He Tak Xe!

lleBsATHIIETHEE TETIO PYXHYJIO Ha 00K u CBEPHYJIOCh KaJIAYUKOM B IITaHCE COTPEThCA C 3aZ KMYPEHHBIMNA
rja3aMy, faxe He 3aMedasi, 4YTO C 9TOT0 MOMEHTA, U3-TI0J e€ TeJla, BCEé KaK BOJIHOM, HAYHMHAET
CTPEMHUTEJIbHO IIOKPEIBATECA TOJICTBIM CJIOEM 0eI0CHeKHOT0 JIbIa.

Ona 3aTa4yuBaeT B JIE BCE, YTO TOIHKO MOXKHO, UTO TOJILKO IIOKPOET: CTEHEI, ITIOTOJIOK, ITOJI, SIIUKH C
BLITIMBKOM U €I0H, II0OEH. ..

JIbBEHOK, CpearvpoBaBIINY paHbllle BCEX, IPLITHYJI BIIEPEN, Ha JIEM, TEM CaMbIM OCTaBUB IT03ady BCe
3aMOpaKUBAIOIIYIO BOJTHY U HE CTaB €€ 4acThio. He oxkwupmasi, 4To 6yeT Tak CKOJIb3KO, OH CIIOTKHYJICS
U yIiaja Ha IPyOb.

Bckope Bomapuiace yensiHasi, rpo6oBast TUIITHHA.

[Tapoy ornsuyncs. Bcé, abcomoTHO BCE OBIIO MOKPHITO JIbAOM KPOMe HEro U Hee.

YTto 3T0 3a MOIIIHAA cuiIa?..

OH moCcMOTpen Ha Heé, Alicernb BCS ApoxKasia OT Xosofga. KaxeTcs, KOHUMKY €€ MajblieB yKe Hadalu
TIOKPBIBATHCS TOHKUM CJIOEM JIbIa.

Ecnu Tak pmasblie MOMOET, TO OHA YMpPET!

«Hy u ycTb. { yKe DOCTaTOYHO CHeNas AJis He€, XOTh U He [OJIKeH ObUI C €€-TO OTHOIIEHUEM KO
MHe» — (BIPKHYB, [llafoy 0TBEPHYIICS OT HEE.

On c061/1panc;{ COoeliaTh mar BHepéI[, HO JIaIla P€3K0 OCTAaHOBHUJIACh B BO3OyXeE.

«Ho oHa cmoria cioMaTh 3aMOK, He Kpu4asia, Korja eé Ouim, u maxe He Ipocuia momourd. Pa3se
JKEHIIWHH - He cJIa0wH mom?..»

['masza 3akone6anuch U3 CTOPOHH! B CTOPOHY. JIbBEHOK HEYBePEHHO 00EPHYJICS B CTOPOHY IPHHIIECCHL.



E#l X07I0IHO, OHa OT 3TOT0 MOXKET YMepeTh. Y Hero ke eCTh TENNEU MeX. OH He 3HaeT, KaK CUJIbHO
3TO MOXKET el IOMOYb COTPETHCS, HO IIONBITAThCS CTOUT.

BHe3amHo TUIIMHY pa3pyIIuin ObicTphie maru. OHU BCE MPUONMMKANIUCh U TPUOITHUKATUCE.

«3JTO B3POCIEINA? B TaKOM cllydae, BCE JOIKHO GBITH XOPOIIIO! »

Ho 210 6511 Manb4yuK B TEMHOM Iijaie. OH IPOCKOJIb3HY Yepe3 OTKPHITYIO OBEPD U MTOYTH Cpa3y ke
OCTaHOBHJICS.

«A, o6;oM. CriblliIb, MaJionieTKa, UOU [ajbllle COMIA CBOM XyH. He Memalics TyT!» — mogyMarn Tor,
KOMY BOOOIIE-TO CTOJIHKO XKe€.

He3nakowmern CTAHYII C cebs KaITIOIIOH, OTKPBIBAsA BUO Ha 6eHOKypre HEMHOT'0O KyApsABEI€ BOJIOCHI.

— YT0 370€eCh MPOU30IIIO?

Ero grixaHue mpeBpallaeTcs B OeJbi map.

OHel, TallHO Ha BpeMs cOexKaBIINM U3 OMa, IIPOBEJT B3TJIINOM II0 IIOMEIeHUI0 U TYT XKe OpoCcuics
BIIEPEN, KaK TOIHKO 3aMeTH/I 3HaKOMYI0 QUrypy.

OmnycruBumch nepen Aiicens Ha KOPTOYKY, OH aKKypaTHO IIOBEPHYII €€ Ha CIKHY.

«A? OH 4€, YTO-TO B 3TOM fieJie IapuT?» — mogouIen K Aricenb Tak xe [llagoy.

Ho korma uepe3 HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHUH IAPEHEK Iepeces MIOKOPHO Ha KOJIeHU, eT0 MHEHHE
IIOMEHSIJIOCh, & TePIIeHHe UCCSIKIIO.

«A Takoe JUIIO CAenal, YTO XKHU3Hb He TTOOOUIIBCS OOBEPHUTH...» — BCE XKe JIépHy'JIaCB 6p0BB.

[ITapmoy chenan elle oguH IIar B CTOPOHY Alicens U coOuparscs, KaK U IJaHUPOBall, COTPETh eé
TEIlJIOM MeXa ¥ CBOETO Tella.

— He TpoHb. — HO ero0 MOMEHTaIbHO OCTAHOBHUII IonTy6oria3siii. — OHa He YMpPET. E€ Teno momkHO
IIPUBLIKHYTH K 9TOM CHJIe U K TaKOMY XOJIOAYy, YTOOBI OHA MOTJIAa UCIIOJIb30BATh €€ IIOTOM.

«Tu, 607bHO X0TeNnock!..» — puiprHyN [llamoy, OTBEPHYBIIKCH.

[TpOTSIZKHO BHIIOXHYB, DHEN CHS ¢ ce0s IIalll U MOJI0XKUI ero K cebe Ha KOJIEHH.



OH OBIT OfleT B TEMHBIE OPIOKY U TOHKYIO PyOaIlKy ¢ KOPOTKHMU pyKaBaMH.

['si0st Ha TO, KaK Tak JIerKO OfETHI MajbYUK HaXOOUTCSI B TAKOM X0JI0OHOM MecTe, y Illagoy
HEBOJIBHO TIPOIIENCS XOJI0OOK 10 cruHe. Ho camMoMy JHel, KaxkeTcsl, 3TO He IPUYUHSIET HUKAKOT0
nuckomdopTa.

YesnoBeKy, BRIPOCIIEMY B TeILJIe, UHTEPECEH U JIIOOOMBITEH X0J101,. TOUHee, 9TO y HEro TakK.

Yuu Hlanoy HaBOCTPHUIINCE, IIOCJIE YETO OH mo6ezkasl Ha BHIXO]. BCKOpe U OHel TIIOKKHYJI 3TO MECTO.

— HimmepaTopy cpa3y xe OoJI0KUIIK 00 3TOM UHIIMAEHTEe, TaK YTO OH YKe B MyTH. [lepKUCh, ACes.
Bcé GymeT XopoIro. — cKasall OH, Tpex/e YeM YUTH.

JluBuyc Bcerma ObIT TAKMM. 3a49acCTYI0, TOJIBKO IIOTEPSIB OH 0CO3HABAJI BCIO IEHHOCTh 4ero-To. Tak
CJIy4UJIOCh U C AWCeJIb.

9TOT peGEHOK CIIOKOMHO MIPUHSII TO, YTO He 3aIl0Iy4YuT 000Bb U BHUMaHKe ponuTess. OH 3abpan y
Heé cBoOOy, ¥ CHOBa OHA CIIOKOMHO 9TO npuHsiiaa. OH yOuI yeloBeKa Ha e€ Tiia3aX, ¥ BHOBb
HUKAKON HEHABUCTH, UCITyTa, OTBPAIIEHUS, KOTOPas 3aTo Obiya y ero nodumoi JlaBuHu.

Bespasnuune, X0IOMHOCTb, OTCTPAHEHHOCTh. M BCE. BoibIlle HUKAKUX OPYTUX 3MOIUH Y Heé He OBIIO.

Ona uT0, kKUBOK MepTBel? He MOXKeT OBITh.

EMy 3T0O 0YeHb He HpaBUJIOCh. Byoy4yu 4eioBeKOM, He YMEIOIIUM OTKPBITO BeIpazKaTh CBOU YyBCTBa,
JInBHYyC BOCXMINAJICS U yBaxKaJjl Te€X, KTO MOT 3TO fieflaTh. OT4aCTH 1MO3TOMY OH to0un JlaBuHU. ITa
IEeBOYKa TaKas SpKas U XKuBas, B OTIUYKE OT AMCens, HO...

JIuBuyc Bcerma ctapajcs ObITh OCTOPOXKHBIM C JIaBUHM, HO BOT Tepe[ AfceNlb OH ObIT TAKUM, KaKOU
€CTh, IOTOMY YTO OHAa CIIOKOMHO 9TO BOCIPUHUMAJIA, a OH He BUEJI CMBIC/Ia CTPOUTH U3 cels
noOpsika Kak ¢ JIaBuHH.

W B uTOTe OH MOMJIOBUJI Ce0ST Ha MBICIIH, YTO PSANOM C Alicenb eMy OBITh Jlerde. JIaBUHU MTBITAETCS
IIePEeBOCIIUTATh €T0, CAeIaTh JOOPEIM ¥ HEBUHHBLIM, KOTIa er0 PYKH yXKe JaBHO MCIIaYKaHbl B KPOBH.
JlaBMHY CaMa He NMEePEHOCUT CIIUIIKOM MHOT'0 KPOBHY, AMCesib XKe Ha 3TO IIJieBaTh. [11eBaTs.



OH HeHaBH[IEJI e€ 3a TO, YTO OHA II0X0XKa Ha Hero, a celyac OH YYBCTBYET obJieryeHue OT TOro, YTO
KTO-TO TaKOH XK€ eCTh U IIOHUMAET €ro.

Y 3aKO0H MOAJIOCTH TAKOB, YTO YTO-TO CIIYYAETCS IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK fI0 Te0S HaKOHEeI-TO NOXOOUT HEeUTO
BaxXHOe. Tak CIIy4usIoCh U 3[eCh.

Bech Gap u Bce /oy B HEM OBbIIA MTOKPHITHL TOJICTHIM CJIOEM JIbfia. XOJIOOHO U CKOMIBb3K0. CKopee
BCETO0, BCE OHU YK€ MEPTBHL.

...Kakas gocama. EMy Begb X0T€/I0Ch CaMOMY IIPUKOHYHUTE 3[I€Ch BCEX!

Ho 9T0... KOHEYHO NIPOCTO YAUBUTENIbHO. Takas MOIIHAsA CUla U Marusi, HoO He HaBpedusia Jiu OHa eu?
OH Befb faXke eyl yUUTeNs-Mara [ 3aHITUN He HaHSJ, YTOOR OHa CMOTJIa CIIPABUTHLCS CO
BCILJIECKOM.

OH He myMarl, 4TO eé cujia TpoOyOuTCs Tak CKOpO.

— ITam! 4 Hamén eé! — MOCTBIMIACS PAgOCTHEIM ¥ OMHOBPEMEHHO B3BOJTHOBAHHEIN TONIOC JIaKCyca,
YMOJISIFOIIIETO paHee B3SITh er0 C COOOM.

JIuBHyC TYT Xe HaIIPaBUJICS B MeCTO, OTKyZa UCXOOUII royioc Jlakcyca u 3aMep Ha HeCKOJIBKO CEKYHI,.
OH Bocco3pan B TOJIOBE CIIeHY [0 IPoOyXKIeHUs e€ CUIb, KaK Ha He€ coOupaeTcs HaOpOCUTHCS TOJIa
1 yOUTB.

Tak 3Ha4uT, ecnu OBl He e€ cuila, OH OBl He YCIIeNl CIIacCTH €e...

Cmacu60. Cnacu60 3a BTOPOi IIaHC...

— IMopgoxpmu. 4 noHecy e€. — ocranoBun JIusuyc Jlakcyca, KOTOPHIY B3s11 AliceNlb Ha PYKH.

— Acn? He BonHy#CS, S C-CUNIbHBIHM! — yIBIOHYICS OTOHIUH, HO I'OJIOC BCE XKe APOTHYII U Ha TeJle
MIOSIBUJIACH MYpPAIlKU.

— 4 He COMHEBAIOCh B TBOEU CHUJIe, IPOCTO OHA XOJIOAHAS. — IEePEHSJI OCTOPOXKHO B CBOU PYKHU
Aiicens JluBuyc.

Jlakcyc Hagyncsl ¥ 4To-TO OYPKHYJI B OTBET.

— Kcratu, ¢ Helt BCE OymeT XopoIo?

— Ia. IToMHUIIIb KaK-TO AHCEJIb OUeHb TsKelo 3abosen? JTo To ke camoe. OHO HYXKHO IJIST TOTO,



4YTOOBI €€ TEeJIO IIPUBHIKJIO K CHUJIE.

— Baine BenuuecTBo, 4TO OyHeTe fenaTh C 3TUM MecToM? — momoten Mcup.

HI/IBI/IYC BEIIIIEJI, JaXKe He IIOCMOTPEB Ha HEro.

Vcun, yxe maBHO paboTaouui ¢ UMIIEPaTOPOM U 3HAIOIIUI ero, IOIIPABUIT OUKH.

— 3HaA4uT, CTEPETH C JIAIla 3eM/IU. byeT UCIOIHEHO.

A tem BPEMEHEM Y cebsi B KOMHATE BCXJIUIIEIBAIA U ImogparuBalla JlaBuHH.

Ona He 3Hana, 4YTO I/IMHepaTop CTOANT 'Y ABEPHU U BCE CJIBIIAJ, 1 OblIa CUIILHO YOuBJI€HA, KOT'Ia OH
BHE3allHO IIOSIBUJICS.

B TOT MOMEHT OH OKHHYJI B3TJISIAOM KOMHATy, B 0COOeHHOCTH MECTO, TTie Oblyia KpoBh Alicenb. OH
MOJITO CMOTPE Ty[a, KaK MOM THITHO30M.

— Ilam, MBI [OMXKHLL HAaUTH e€! — BCE He yHUMascs JIakcyc ¢ 00eCIIOKOEHHBIMY T7la3aMH 1IBeTa
aMeTHCTa.

2Kectom pyku JIuBUyC OCTAHOBUJI €T0 U IIEPEBEN B3I Ha HEE.

OHa ene cepxkasack, YTOOE He CTJIOTHYTh.

— JlaBuHM, TH 3Haellb, 5 J1t00II0 Te0S, HO 9TO HE 3HAYUT, 4TO 5 Oyay Tebe BCE MpOoIIaTh.

[oroBa meBOYKM MOMEHTAIbHO BUHOBATO OIYCTUIIack. BepHO, el He CTOMJIO UATH Ha IIOBOAY SMOIIMIMA
U TOJIKaTh Alicenb. OH 3HaeT, YTO 3TO OLlla oHA?

— Ilam, Ho 3TO0 GBINTa He s, YeCcTHO! Alicesb camMa ITOCKOIb3HY/ach!

— ... O uéM THI ceriyac mymaelb? Alicellb UCUe3J1a, a THl IIBITAelIbCs OpaBaaTh ce0sl 1Mo ApPyrou
npuyuHe. [IoHATHS He UMeI0, KTO BUHOBAT B TOM CUTyalluH, HO KaK TOJIbKO AWCeslb UCYe37Ia, Th
IoKHa OblyTa TPUATH KO MHE M COOOIIUTS.

— H-Ho, TH XXe 3aHAT...

— MzI ceMbs, JIaBUHU. — TBEPHO IIPOU3HEC JIMBUYC.



On IIOBEPHYIJICA K Hell CIIHHOH, BEIJOXHYII 1 3allyCTHII JIaAOHL B BOJIOCHI.

— JIBe Hemenw IO JOMAIIHUM apecToM. [Iepenuiny 3a 9TO BpeMs TPH KHUTH I10 IBECTH CTPAHMUII.
Bcé aTo BpeMs Oynelnb MUTAaThCS TOCTHO, HUKAKOT'0 CJIaKOTO.

— Ho noquy?! — B3Monunach JlaBunu. — f1 3Ke BCEro JIUIIL He CKa3aja Tebe 0 TOM, 4TO
IIPOM30III0, TOJIBKO M3-3a TOr0, YTO AyMaJia, YTO ThI 3aHAT. Pa3Be 3T0 4TO-TO IJI0X0€?

WMnepaTop maxe He B3TJISHYT Ha HEE.

— H3-3a 9TOr0 MHI II03Ke HAYHEM MTOMCKYU ANiCellb U HUKTO He 3HAeT, YTO Oy[eT c Hel Ha TOT
MOMEHT, KOTa MbI e€ HaliiéM. He xoTenock ObI IIOTOM AyMaTh «eCyid OBl TOJIBKO MBI HadasIu Ha MSTh
MUHYT paHbIIe...»

BcmioMHUB TOT MOMEHT, Ha rfla3ax JIaBUHU, CTapaTebHO IIePENUCHIBAOLIEH KHUTY, TIOSBUIIUCH
CJIE3HI.
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