Coiibep KyIIana.

B nocnenHee BpeMsi OHa IMOCTOSIHHO HCIIBITEIBAIa allaTHIO, ¥ 3TO YYBCTBO OBIIO OOIIUM MIJIST BCEX
Aptypuii. Y paHbiile OBIJIO TIOHSITHO, YTO €€ XejlaHue cOymeTcs, TOJIBKO eC/IU TO KTO-TO APYTon
IIPOUET IPOBEPKY Ha NOCTOMHCTBO; HO YBUAETh CBOMMH T'Jla3aMU, KaK 4eJIOBEK, C KOTOPHIM OHa
CpaBHUBaJa ce0s C caMOT0 JeTCTBa, YyTh He BeITaCKMBaeT KanubypH... B o61m1ieM, mogqo6HOT0 OMbITa
OHa HUKOTMA ellle He UCIHITEBaIa. CoOOCTBEHHOE TIIlec/IaBHe BBEJIO €€ B 3a0/yKoeHue, ¥ 3aCTaBUIIO
ImojiaraTh, YTO HAKTO APYTOM HEe CMOXKET BHITALIUTh MeY U3 KaMHS. Bc€ u3-3a MepnuHa,
yTBePKOAIero, YTO UMEHHO OHA - "IpegHa3HaYyeHHOe AUTS, KOTOpOe OOHAaX Okl CIIaceT CTPaHy".

A Temneps BBISICHUANIOCH, YTO [IMpPO TOXKe HOCTOWH, U OHA He 3Hajla 4YTO YyBCTBOBATH 10 3TOMY IIOBOAY,
1 4TO BooOIIe menath. CTOUIO JIX HOBEPSITh 9TOMY MepJuHy, B pealbHOCTU CHOBUAEHUS? I1yCcTh OH
06abHMK, HO KaK HaCTaBHUK, OH BCeraa OblI JOCTaTOYHO MYAPHIM... (KOHEYHO, eCJIU IPUHSATEL Ha Bepy,
YTO OH YECTeH C Hel, ¥ He NeNCTBYeT paii COOCTBEHHOT'O YBECEJIEHHS).

Kak u 1oHast ApTypusi U3 OPUTHHAILHOM UCTOPUH, cerogus Canbep momKHa MOUTH K Medy U3 KaMHS,
yTOOBI BHITAIIIUTE €T0 ¥ IIPOBO3TJIacuTh cebss Koponém bputanuu. Perenre, KOTOpoe HABSI3HIBAIY €
MHOTO JIET, HyKHO OBIJIO ITPUHUMATh CETOTHS.

OTOT MOMEHT HacTal, ofHako Caibep BceMU CUIaMU 3aTsAruBaja BpeMs, IIPOfoIKas pPacCessHHO
keBaTh. OcTasibHbIE YJIEHHI TPYIINLL JaBHO pa3bpenuck no Poany; [llupo yXKe [IBa 4aca He BBUIA3WUII C
KyxHUu, Mep/uH TeplenuBo XKual.

— 3Haelb, ApTypus, HHOTMA S 3a/Ial0Ch BOIIPOCOM, KaK ObI THI BRITTIIENIa, €C/K Obl He TBOM
IPaAKOHUM MeTaboIu3M...

Yapopel prUCTaBUJI JIEBHIM Ky/IaK K MOAO0POAKY, 00yMEIBasi U300peTeHre HOBOTO 3aK/IMHAHHUS,
KOTOpPOe MeHs/10 OB CKOPOCTL 0OMEeHa BeIeCTB B Tejie. Pe3yIbTaT UCI0Ib30BaHUS TaKOM Maruu ObI
OBl 0OYeHb 3a0aBHEIM, K TOMY K€ - V4eHHIIA SBHO HYKalach B HEOOJIBIIIOM ITOYYHUTEILHOM YPOKE
KacaTeJIbHO 002KO0pPCTRa.

Coiibep c TOTOBHOCTBIO IPOUTHOPHUPOBasia MepnuHa. OHa 3Haza, YTO CBSI3BIBATHCS C HUM - cebe
[OpPOXKe, OHAKO ero CIeAyIoMNi TaKTUYeCKUM X0 ObLT JOBOJIBLHO e CTBEHHBIM.

— HaBepHno, Onina OBl JKMPHOM, KaK CBUHbS... YT0 OBl Torma myman [lIupo? O, HaBepHSIKa YTO-TO
Bpope: "Kakou KpyIHBEIM y MEHSI ClIappUHT apTHEP!"

[TpekpaTuB xkeBaThb, Caitbep CEPAUTO YCTaBUIACh Ha HACTABHUKA, CUOSIIETO 3@ TeM K€ CTOJIOM.
Kakoe-To BpeMsi OHM MOJT9a CMOTPeJIH APYT Ha Apyra, HO OHa IIepBasi OTBesa ria3a.

— Xots nagHo. [TpocTo MPOOKak TPAaTUTh BPEMSI BITYCTYIO, ¥ MbI 00a YBUIUM, YTO IPUHECET
Oynyiee.



C31716ep CTJIOTHYJIa, HE HaX0OdCh C OTBETOM. MepJ’II/IH IIPOOOJIZKHII:

— Aptypus. Bribop Bcerna TpeOyeT BpeMeHH, HO MHOTA CKOJIbKO HU Pa3MBIIUISAH, 0e3 OpyKecKon
TIOMOIIIA HEBO3MOXKHO HAWTH pelnenne, — Yapomen MOOHSICS Ha HOTY U HAIIPABUIICS K OBEPH. —
Bombie x&oath Henmb3si. CoOupaiics, MBI BRIIBUTaeMcs. M T Toxe.

Kak pa3 B 9T0T MOMeHT I1I1upo BepHYJICS C HOBOU TapeIKOou B PyKe.

Coitbep mocMoTpena eny, mocMoTpena Ha [IIupo, mocye Yero CKIOHUIIA T'OJIOBY, IpU3HaBas
TIOpakeHue.
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Osna cnepmoBarna 3a MepHI/IHOM, PAOOM MOJIYa IIejI Halo, He IIBITasiCh OTBJI€YL €€ CBETCKOM 6ece;10171.
BupmMo OH mojiaraj, 4TO 9TOT MOMEHT TOp}KeCTBeHHBIfI, Y laXKe CBSAIEeHHHIN I He€, OMHAKO 3TO
JaneKo He COOTBETCTBOBAIIO JEMCTBUTENbHOCTH. H_II/IpO He 3HaJll, HaCKOJIbKO IIPOTHBOPEYHNBBIM OBLIO
IapCTBOBaHHUE, U CKOJILKO OPOB OHA HaJIOMalJlld.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, Mep/uH MPUBEJT UX Ha MOJISTHY, TOBEPHYJICS U KUBHYI, KaK OBl HaMeKas Ha
IPUHSTHE PEIleHus.

I'na3a Caiibep MeTanuch B pa3Hbie CTOPOoHEL. OHa cMoTpesia To Ha KanubypH, To Ha MeprnrHa, TO Ha
[Mupo...

A moToM...

Hu roBopst HK CJTOBa, OHa cxBaTuia Illupo 3a pyky u monTaliuia ero K Meuy B Kamue. BpoBs mpyra
3aMETHO IEPHYJIACh.

«Hy? Yero Bctan? f Xe ACHO faja NOHATH...»

— BriTamm mey, Iupo.

PrIxKeBOJIOCHI TapeHb B3MOXHYI, MepluH HellofaleKy 3afyMYnBO XMBIKHYI.

— INoyemy s1? — IlTupo noBepHycs nulloM K Caitbep, U Ta OMycTUTIA I'1a3a. — Pagy 3Toro MoMeHTa
THL TOTOBUJIACH BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb...

Ox, KaK ke 3T0 BCé ocTouepTesno! HyxkHo pa3o6paThCs ¢ 3TUM 3hech u cetryac! Caitbep Habpana
BO3[yXa B IPyOb ¥ MOOHSIJIA TIa3a.



— 4 Bceé Bupena! KanuOypH BriOpas Te6st ToM HOYbl0. ITO TH - JOCTOWHEIN Koponb. He 4.

[IIupo mokKayvas rojIoBOY ¥ CHOBa B3[OXHYII. ['71a3a 1iBeTa OpPOH3EI CMOTPENH Ha HEE CBEPXY BHU3, U B
HUX OTpazkajoch MOHKMMaHue. [[Be JTafloHN JIET/IN el Ha IJIeYd U KPEIKO CTUCHYIIH UX.

— He BaxHO, focTouH 5, unu HeT. C 4ero TH pellnia, YTO caMa HefoCTOoMHa? MbI Beib POCIU
BMeCTe... MHe JIi He 3HaTh, CKOJIbKO TPYMa U YIIOPCTBA THl BJI0XKuIa, 4TOOH criactu KoponeBcTBO? Th
- mout Kopons, Aptypus. M Bcerma uMm Oynmelb.

Coiibep MO4yBCTBOBAJIA, KaK EKHYJO ceppalle. OHa MOrjia OTJIMYUTE IIPaBAY OT KU, ¥ IIOHUMasa, 4To
[IIupo roBoput cepre3no. OH OeMCTBUTENBHO BUIE €€ HACKBO3b, M TOBOPUII IIPaBAy. Beas HeCcMOTPS
Ha BCIO HEPEILIUTENIbHOCTD, €€ TIOMBITKY CTaTh CUJIbHEe HUKOTa He ObUIM CTOJIb PhSIHBIMU U
JKeJTaHHBIMH.

B meTcTBe u MOIPOCTKOBOM Bo3pacTe, Caitbep BoCXHUIanack CBOUM OPYTOM, ¥ BCET[la OTMeYasa, YTo
OH IIPAKTUYEeCKU He omnbaeTcsl B CBOUX CyxKaeHusXx. OMHOro BOCIIOMUHAHUS 00 9TOM OBIIO
IOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI BHYTPU NONHSIOCH BOJIHEHUE.

«0, Bo3pMHu cebs B pyKu!.. THl B3pOCIias, a UIIElIb YTEIIeHUS Y MaJIbYUIIKu!..»

B cnepytomyio cekynmny Caitbep mogymaina o JIumau, I0TOM O JIt00BH. ..

Cama oHa HUKOT[Ia PaHbllle He UCIHIThIBajla POMaHTUYECKUX YYBCTB, HO Cerlyac, MBICIb O TOM, 4YTO
KTO-TO MOXKET IIPUHSThH €€ MOJTHOCThI0, CO BCEMU HelOCTaTKaMu, IIONHUMalla BHYTPU TaKyio
sudopuio...

«IIpexpatu! Cocpemgotoubcs! [la uTto ¢ To6o# Takoe?!..»

— 91 He monKHA CTaHOBUTHCS KopoméM, — Bsiio oTo3Banachk Caunbep.

— Ho CTpaHa HYyXOaeTCA B Tebe, — IocjenoBajia MTHOBeHHas peakKnus OT H_[I/IpO.

«Her, TH ommubaernibes...» ITa Ppas3a egBa He cieTena ¢ 13biKa Carbep, HO OHa caepkKaach U
Hallenuia Ha n1uio 6e33MoIuoHanbHyI0 Macky. [llupo momopusics. OH 3Ha, 4YTO OHa 3HAET, YTO
eMy He HpaBUTCS, KOT[la OHA Tak fAesaer.

Pasrosop 3airen B TymuK. MepivH yCTABUIICS Ky[a-TO BOAJb, IPUIIOKUB PYKY K ITOAOOPOMKY.

B mo6oe mpyroe Bpems IlIupo He cTasn OB CIOPUTHL C APTypueii, HO ceiidac OH He MOT IIOTaKaTh €€
JXeNnaHUI0. BMeCTO 3TOro oH MATKO yIBIOHYJICSA U 3alllell K Hell 3a CIIUHY.



— Torpga maBaii MOCTYNHMM BOT TaK...

OH B35171 €€ PYKY, IOJIOKHUII €€ JTaloHb Ha PyKosiTh KanuOypHa, ¥ caM B3SIJICS 3@ PYKOSTH YYTh BEILIE.
Temeps oM 06a HepxKanuch 3a Me4 B KAMHE.

— Hy? [laBaui, BMecTe? — menuyn lupo ex Ha yxo. — Pa3... [IBa... Tpu!

k!

OpuuM pe3kuM gBuxkeHueM, KanuOypH Obll U3BIEUYEH U3 KaMHS. [[Ba 4ejloBeKa gepzkanu ero. 1
OBLIIO y2Ke He BazKHO, KTO U3 HuX McTuHHbIHM Koponb.
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YyThb B CTOpPOHE, MepnuH Havas IyKaBo yIbl0aThCsa. COOBITHS IO Bpa3pes3 ero 0XKUAaHUAM,
OOHAKO HeOXHUIaHHbIe CIOPIIPU3HI BCETla IIPUHOCUIIM eMy YOOoBoIbCcTBUe. Oco0eHHO ceifdac, KOTrfa OH
YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3a CIIOKOMHOW U YPaBHOBELIEHHON MacKOU APTypuu OypiIaT SMOLUH.

«0x, 9Ta 1000BE...»

«JTa yBNIEYEHHOCTE...»

Bckope Yapopgei HaxMypuJIcs ¥ Hadajl BOOUTH I'Jla3aMU B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHHI, OYATO pelast CII0KHOe
Maruieckoe ypaBHeHHe. B opyrom BpeMeHH, B IpYroi peanbHOCTHA, Mep/iuH yaaBnuBaj Obl TOJTBKO
BOJIHHI TTTyO0KOM IMTPUBSI3aHHOCTH, HO ceiidac OH UMeJI ejio He ¢ 00kIYHOM ApTypuei, a ¢ Carbep,
IICHXMKa KOTOPOU Obllla COBEPIIEHHO MHOM.

[Tomumo BNTtOONEHHOCTH, MepIKH OIIyIaa OYeHb CUIbHYI0 HeYBEePEeHHOCTh B cebe. ITO ObIJI0 TaKoe
CcTpaHHOe coueTaHue. Heyxemnu oHa 6osnach, uTo KanmuOypH He npusHaeT e€? Kak riymo. Yo xKe [0
[Iupo... BonmHE HEXKHOCTH ¥ IPUBA3aHHOCTH C €70 CTOPOHBI OBIJIM 0 TOIIHOTHI CJIAJKNUMH.

Boo0611ie, B mocniefHee BpeMs yueHHIla Bejla ce0st 04eHb B3POCTIO, ¥ Telephb BAPYT pa3pa3uiach
TAKMMHU MIBUIKUME 3MouusiMu. HaBepHO, et HyxkeH ypok oT MHKy6a, 4ToOH OHa He Oblyla BIIpenb
TaKOM YOIIOPHOM...

BHezamnHasa ugest oceHuma MepHI/IHa, u ero FY6BI HU30THYJINUCE B YXMEBIJIKE.
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Caiibep MPOCTO CTOsINIa, IPOMOJIZKAsL CMOTPETE Ha CBOIO PYKY, mepxkairyio Kamubyps. Bmecte ¢ IIupo,
OHAa M3BJIEKJIAa KJIMHOK BOOOIIe 63 BCIKOTO COMPOTUBIICHHS.



PBHIKEBOJIOCHIH TTapeHb IIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY U YILIOHYIICS. B 9T0 Ke BpeMsi, c3aiu MogKpacs MepiuH,
HO Caibep Oblsla HACTOIBKO OIIENIOMJIEHA, YTO COBCEM 3TOT0 He 3aMeyara.

«Y-y-yT0?! Pa3Be MeY He HOJIXKEeH BLIOPATh TOJIBKO OHOT'O Bamebia?!.. »

«Pa3Be moxkeT ObITh iBa Koponsa? [ToueMy 3TO MPOU30LII0?..»

— Kanu6ypH BriGpan Koposns u KoponeBy, — BHE3aIHO MTOCHIIIANICS TOJI0C MepauHa pPSooM C YXOM.
— OH HaIesn JOCTOMHBIX TapTHEPOB, U cTan Meyom CBaToBCTBa!

Caitbep comporuynach. Korma aToT HexkeHKa-Yapopen ycren mogo0paThcsi, ¥ TOYeMy ero pyka
JIEXKUT Y HE€ Ha 3aThlIKe? Bompockl caMu ITPO0IKasy MOSBISATHCS B TOJIOBE, XOTS OTBETHI Ha HUX
OBUIA OYEBUIHEI.

— 4 xo4y, 4TOORI THI BCETHa MOMHMIIA, APTYPUs, — CTPOTo mpomosikui Mepmnun. — donr u YecTs
MOTYT L[eHUTLCS IIPEBHIIIe BCEro, HO OHU 0€CCMBICTIEHHE], KOora ¥ Te0sl HeT YBEPEHHOCTH B CBOUX
cunax. HepemuTensHOCTS - 3TO IIyTh B HUKY[A.

CrnoBHO B 3aMe[JIeHHOM cheMKe Catibep Habmogana, Kak MepuH MOJI0XKUIT IPYTYI0 PYKY Ha IIer0
[IIupo u 3acTaBUJ €ro BCTaTh nepen Hew. JIuo [IIupo cTaHOBUIIOCH BCE Guxke U O/TMXKe, Ha KaKOe-TO
MT'HOBEHHE OHa [laXke MPOKJISia UMS Yapofesi, HO IIOTOM COBepIIeHHO 3abblnack... Benb eé ry0ul
conpukocHynuch ¢ rybamu lllupo. E€ cepalie pacTasio, 1 0Ha HEOCO3HAHHO OTBETHUJIA B3aUMHOCTBIO
Ha TOLeyH.

«Kakoi cteig!..»

OcCHOBHAas PeanbHOCTD.

CompOoTHYBIIKCH, ¥ PE3KO BTSIHYB Bo3ayX, Caitbep MpOCHYach B TOW peabHOCTH, 3a KOTOPOU OHU
Habmomanu. OHa Oblyia B30ymopazkeHHOM, coBceM Kak JIuiIu HECKOJIbKO fHel Ha3an. O6e AnbTep
OJlapuJii e€ XOJIOOHBEIM B3TJIAmoM, 1 Calibep mouyBCTBOBaa, YTO MOTEPSjIa YacCTh YBaKeHUs CO
CTOPOHBI CBOMX TEMHBIX Bapuallnii. Jlancep u JIumu, Ka3ajaock Ha000POT, OTHECTIUCH C CUMITIaTUEN; HO
B JAHHBIM MOMEHT BCeTfla CAepzKaHHas U 3penas Aptypus-Jlancep BHITJISAea OYeHb B3BOJIHOBAHHO.



«MHTEpeCHO, YTO TaM y TaKOTO MOTJIO IPOU30UTH Y JIaHCep, YTOOBI IOBECTHU €€ OO TaKOT0
COCTOSIHUS?..»

Ho B koHeuHoM cuéte, Caitbep 3abbista 000 BCEM OCTAIbHOM, ¥ B T'0JIOBE OCTaJlach TOIBKO OOHA
MEICIIb:

«Heyxenu s Toxe MOTy OBITH CHACTIIUBA?..»

OHa ycTaBMJIaCh Ha JIaJOHb, BCITIOMUHAS Kak [IIupo mepkan e€ 3a pyKy IO IyTH HOMOU. BHyTpH
MIOSIBUJIOCH HEKOe Tof001e yBEPEeHHOCTH B celbe.

«B aT0oT pas, g TouHo cracy Koponesctso! Ecnu He caMa, Tak nipu oMoy Iupo!..»
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