"Ckpun! Ckpum!"

B pyke [TaHKa ObIJI0 MajIeHbKOE JKUBOTHOE C KPYroM 6J1eHO-T0Ty00i Yellyu 1 Po30Boii Koxeit. C
OyKeTOM PO30BEIX OYKETOB Ha MaKyIlIKe 3TO KPOILIeYHOe YyMOBHUIIe OBIIO0 T0X0XKe Ha TOJICTOT0JIOBYIO
PBIOY C MATYIIaYbMMU JlanikaMu. ETo niad Toxke OBIJT 0UeHb CTPaHHBIM. MajleHbKas MTy4YKa
M3HaYa/IbHO Oblla XUIITHUKOM, IIPSYYIIUMCS B TPSI3H, C PO30BEIMHU, TIOX0XKUMH Ha JIETIECTKH,
IIyIaabllaMy Ha I'oJIoBe, YTOOB 3aMaHUTh HOOBIYY, HO 9TOMY B PyKe [TaHKa SBHO 0YeHb He II0BE3JIO.
Korpa ITaHK HEMHOT'O 3aIlyTaJiCsl B CBOeM BEIOOPE, OH OOBIYHO XOTe/I HaWTh MaJeHbKUM 1IBETOK U
BLIPBAThH €T0 JIEIIECTKHU, X 9TOT MaJIeHbKUY MOHCTD, K HECYACThIO, IIOCIYXKHUJI 3aMeHO 1BeTKa. Ha
caMmoM fefie, Korga [TaHK cXBaTWJI IBETOK TPaBHl, HO BHITAIIM TaKyl0 CTPAHHYIO Belllb, OH ObIJT
IIOpaxeH.

OpHako ero u3yMjeHMUe U CTPAHHOCTb 3TOM IITYKM He ITOMeIIaayd eMy 00pPEIBaTh ee JIeTIeCTKH, Kak
HACTOSIINH IIBETOK, TaK KaK OH OBT B Pa3paKUTEILHOM COCTOSTHUM. Tak 4To... 9TOT HECUACTHBIN
MaJIeHbKMH MOHCTD, ITOSBUBIIHUICS HE B TOM MECTe U He B TO BPeMsI, MOT TOJIbKO IIJTaKaTh OT 00u!

[TaHK BpeMsl OT BpeMeHHU OTPBIBAJI LlyIaibllia, II0X0XMe Ha JIeeCTKH, Ha T'0JI0BE MaJIeHbKOI0
MOHCTPa, CKY4YHO IlepecMaTpuBas B yMe HHGOPMAIIUIO U 3aKJIMHaHUs, 0COOeHHO Te, KOTOPhIE OH
IIOJIyYMJI B Harpagy 3a HOUHOU peif oT Makuusu. [ToToMmy 4To B cepple [Tanka Owino ciiaboe
IIpe4yBCTBUE, YTO ITU 3aKJIMHAHUS 0YE€Hb CKOPO IIPUTOASATCS.

MarneHbKUY MOHCTP BCE ellle TIOCTOSSTHHO KpUYasl ¥ 0T4asiHHO 60posicst, HO ITaHK IOJTHOCTRIO €ro
UTHOPHPOBan!

Opzako pa3Mbinenus [TaHka BCKOpe MpepBanuch. Bemb oH 6exan oT 6ebl, @ He TaCTPOIUPOBA 110
3TOMY PaCKHUCIIEMY JIeCy, a, KaK CKa3asl KOToa-To OJUH MYpHIH YeoBekK, «0efa Bcerya ObiBaeT
HEOXUJAHHOW U BHE3AMMHOW». By TO CTUXUIHEIE O€CTBUS UITH TEXHOTeHHBEIe KaTaCTPOdHl, U TO, U
Ipyroe OBIJI0O ONMHAKOBHIM.

Korpa mpu6nuxanach HO4b, Korfia 60sblas yacTh cusinusg Casa MeJIEHHO YXO[KJIa 3@ TOPU30HT,
OTPOMHBIY OTHEHHBIH IIap MmojeTen K rpymnne [1aHKa, Kak IIBETOYHBIHM TOPIIOK, MafaoIui ¢ 6aIKoHa,
PEe3K0 U HEOXKUIAHHO.

[Tom rpoMKu¥ CONMOATCKUM peB: «Bpar aTakyeT!» Boanmu mokasasach rpymnmna mpodeccruoHanoB u3
jarepsi MpuHIa YunbsaMa. Mx 661710 HEMHOTO, THIIb Hebobias yacTs ['Bapauu [IpHHIIECCH, HO
IIPOTUBHUK BBITYCTUJI HECKOJIBKO 0YE€Hb 3aMETHBIX CUTHAJIbHBEIX PAKEeT, YTO, OUEBUIAHO, HOJIKHO OBIIO
YBEIOMUTH Apyrue Omu3iexaliue KOMaHIbl 0 He0OXOOMMOCTH UX IOONepXKKY. TeM BpeMeHeM 3Ta
KOMaHIa OpoCHIach K IPyIIe MPUHIIECCH ¢ 663yMHBIM BEIPAKEHUEM JIUIIA.

[TaHK mpennonoxkum, 4to JIyHKa JoJKeH OBl U3aTh OUeHb CTPOTHiL TPUKa3 0 CMEPTU 3TUM
IIpecienyomuM KOMaHgaM, 13-3a 4ero 9Ta rpymnmna npodpeccroHanoB 0T4assHHO 6pocusiach Ha HUX,
HEeCMOTPS Ha UX He0OJIbIIoe KOJIMUeCTBO. XOTSI OHU 3Ha/IH, UTO IIOHECYT TSXKeJlble II0TepU, OHU BCe
JKe XOTeJu 3afepKaTh 30eCh CTPaXKy MPUHIIECCH, TTOKa He MTPUOYOyT APYTHe MOUCKOBLIE TPYIIIIEL;
TI0CJIE 3TOTO OBIJI0 OB OYEHD JIETKO OKPYKUTh U TIOOABUTD I'PYIIIY IIPUHIIECCH.



Ha camowm pene, [TaHK He OYeHb YIUBUJICS 9TOW BHE3AITHOW CUTYyalldU. DTO OBLI HACTOSIINYN 3aXBaT U
nober, a He CTpaTerunyeckoe OTCTYIIJIeHNE, KaK B HEKOTOPHIX pOMaHaX, I'ie ¥ IJIaBHOT0 repost OBIIO0
cBoOOIHOE BPEMS He TOJIBKO IS IIOMCKA COKPOBHII, HO ¥ [IJIST BEIIMBKY C KPACOTKAMH, 9TO He
6omnbIIol ober, 3TO IMyTeBoe IPUKIoYeHue!

OpHako Ha 6bICTpO MeHsoIeMcs moye 60s Bcermga 6YI[eT MHOT'0 BEIleH, KOTODEIE HpeB30fIJIYT BCe
OZKHOaHUA.

[TaHK mpou3HEC 3aKJIMHAHKE IIPOPOYECTBA CO CBOEH MAaKCHUMAJIbHOM CKOPOCTEIO. Ero 1e/b cocTosia
He B TOM, YTOOHI ONIPEAETUTh CUITy Bpara, a B TOM, YTOOH y3HaTh (aKTUYECKOe KOJIMYEeCTBO BParos,
OTIIPABJIEHHBIX HA MUCCHIO II0 3aXBaTy. ITO OBIJIO BaxKHEe, 4YeM Mo6eIuTh TeKYIIYIO TPYIyY, TaK Kak
y HUX He OBIJI0 JOCTATOYHOT0 KOIH4YecTBa. YTOOH MpeICTaBIATh 3HAUYUTEIbHYI0 YTPO3Y IJIST BCel
TPYIIIE 9BaKyalluy, TJIaBHAs CUla, KOTOpas 6pocuTcs, 6ymeT caMoi 60bInoi Tpo0ieMoii.

«Yeprt Bo3bMY, JlyHbKa coen ¢ yma? EMy KoHosa nieBaTh?»

Korpa [Tark nouyBcTBOBa HHGOPMAIHIO, IIOIYYEHHYIO C ITOMOIIbIO 3aKJIMHAHUS IPOPOYECTBA, €ro
CIIOKOMHOE Cepplle He MOTJIO He APOTHYyTh — KoMaHaup JIyHKa (pakKTU4eCKH OTIIPaBUI BCEX
npodeccroHanoB! 3To 03Hayasno, YTO OH IOJTHOCTHIO 0TKA3aJics OT Bcel foOruu ropoaa Konoma u
Opocu BCIO CBOIO apMUIO IIPOCTHIX Jfofel B ropone Konona. Cygp0y 3THUX MPOCTHIX COIAAT MOXKHO
ObLIIO TIPeCTaBUTh, KOTTIa pa3bsipeHHble podeccruonansl KoHosmel coo6pa3uiiu, 4YTo BCe BpaXKeCcKue
nmpodeccroHasbl OTCYTCTBYIOT. M BCe 3TH KePTBEI OBIIN TOJILKO [JIS TOT'0, YTOOHI IIOMeIaTh
npuHIecce Hece cbexaTh B KOPoJIeBCTBO [uiaHa!

«ITouemy OHM TOHSAIOTCA 3a mpuHIleccord Hecoii, Kak cymacmepnmre! OHa yKpaia KaKOu-ToO
BOJIIIEOHBIN apTe@aKT UJIX YTO-TO B 9TOM POAE?»

[TaHKM yKe HellpeIHaMepPeHHO kanoBanuch. Kak ce6s 4yBCTBOBATh, €CJIU BEIOpAJ IyTh, AyMas, 4TO
MOZKHO CIIOKOMHO IOCTHYb CBOEH IEJTH, @ TIOTOM 0OHApPYKHUJ, UTO 3TOT IYTh CAMbIHM TPYAHBEINA U YTOORI
IBUTATHCS HaJbllle [0 9TOMY IIYTH, UM IIPUILIOCh BECTH KPOBABYIO BOMHY.

«Ecnu 65 9TO GBI pOMaH, TO aBTOPa MOXKHO OBIJIO OB CYUTATh OCKOPOUTETLHEIMY.

Ho ckomnbKo ObI OH HHU 2KaJI0Bajcs B yMe, [TaHK Bce paBHO JOJIKEH OBII IOATOTOBUTHCS K 6010. Bymyuu
OTHUM M3 OBYX Maros B 3TOM I'pyIIe, s NOMXKeH ObUT B35ITh Ha ce0s 3aavy KOHTPOJIUPOBATD TOJIILY,
0CcoOEeHHO B 3TOM CUTYyalllH, KOTTla OHU HOJIXKHBE 3aKOHYUTE 00 KaK MOXKHO OBICTpeEE.

Tak uto Teneps [laHKY OBIJIO UHTEPECHO, KaKOe 3aKIMHaHUe Iydllle BCero cpaboTaeT B MECTE,
3all0JIHEHHOM I'PA3BI0!

[Toka ITaHK mymain 06 3TOM, HECKOJIBKO aTaK JIyYHUKOB YPOBHSI yUeHUKAa II0Pa3UiIu ero, HO BCe
CTpeJIbl OTCKOYMIM Ha3a[ I10CJie CTOJIKHOBEHUS C ero focrexaMu Mara. 3aTeM OH BHIIIEN B IIEHTP
T'PYIIL ¥ Hayasl HETOPOIIMBO TPOM3HOCUTD 3aKIuHaHue. To, 4TO OH YuTas, OBIJI0 OTHOCUTEIEHO
HETOMY/ISIPHEIM, HO OUeHb TOTPEOIIIIONINM MaHy 3aKJIMHAHUEM, Ha3hIBAEMbIM «IIPUJIUBY.



Ha aTtot pa3 [1aHK He TOPONUIICS IIPY MPOU3HECEHNHU 3aKIMHAHUS, TaK KaK ObIJI0 MHOTO MSICHBIX
IIMTOB, KOTOPHIE TOKOPHO CONPOTHUBJISANIMCH BCEM aTaKaM, ITHITAIOIIUMCS ITPEPBATh €ro 3aKIMHaHUe,
II03TOMY OH CIIOKOWHO [OCTaJ U3 KapMaHa CBOEro XajaT, KOTOPHIY OblJT MaTepUauoM Ojis
«OyIIyomero NpuInBa», ¥ BI0XKUII O0/IbIIOe KOIMYEeCTBO MaHHl B MOIeJlb 3aKIMHAHUS B €T0
yeprorax pasyma. HakoHell, iocjie TOro, Kak KeCThl 3aK/InHaHus [1aHKa ObUIM 3aBEPILIEHE], 3TO
3aK/IMHAHUE MOSIBUIIOCH B PEANIbHOCTH 0€3 KaKUX-100 MPENSTCTBUN UK MOTEPS. [IJIsT TOTO, YTOOR
3TO He3HAKOMOe 3aKJIMHAHUEe OBIIO BHIMYIIEHO C MaKCUMaIbHOM cuiol, [TaHK UCIIONIb30Ba IIOYTH
BCE METOJIbI YCUJIEHUS, KOTOPhIE TOJIbKO MOXKHO OBIJIO MCIIOJIb30BATh!

[Tocrne meHus LeNbIX TPU CEKYHME [TaHK BAPYT OTKPHLUI I'la3a, CUSIOIIKe 1a3ypPHO-TOTyObIM CBETOM, U
Oeno-ronybas TeHTO0Opa3Has SHepPreTUYecKas BOJIHA BRIJIETEIA U3 €T0 PYK U COIUIACh B IIap.

OxpyXaloluy BO3OyX Hadall 3aKpPy4YMUBaThCS ¥ BpalllaThCs BOKPYT S9HEPreTUYECKOro I1apa U co3faan
MUHHU-TOPHA0, KOTOPHIH cayn MaHTHIO [TaHka. HeOombIlioe KOMMYECTBO SHEPTHUU, KOTOPOE
paccenBanoch U3 ero pyku, ObII0 TOJ0OHO yIeTalouM pa3HouBeTHEIM Oaboukam. [log ouepTaHUSIMU
mocnecBeueHus conuna Kaca, ITaHK, oxpaHseMbIi HECKOTbKMMHU BOMHAMU BCEX IIBETOB 60EBOM 11,
BBITJISIZIENT TaK XK€ OCJIETIUTEeIbHO, KaK 0eCCMEePTHHIM UMIIEPATop, ¢ MpeHebpexkeHreM Ha0II0Ialoui
3a MUPOM!

[Tpuniecca Heca, KoTopast HUKOTa paHblle He 3aMedara [laHKa, Oblta emfe 00JIbIle o4apoBaHa
repou3MoM ITauka. Kak y THIUYHON MOJIOMION MEeBYIIKH, MeUTalollel o MpuHIle Ha 0e10M KOHeE, B ee
r7a3ax HavyaJlu MOSIBIISTHCS 3BE3M0YKHY; OHA Jaxke 3abblyla Ha KaK0e-TO BpeMs, YTO HaXOOUTCS Ha
OXBauyeHHOM KPH3KCOM I10Jie OUTBEL. M B 3TO BpeMs B ee rjla3aX 0CTaJIOCh TOJILKO CTPOMHOE JIHII0
[TaHKa, KOTOpOE OBIJI0 OYeHb IIPHBIIEKATEIbHLIM M KPACUBLIM [laxkKe TOT[Ia, Korma 60JIbIas ero 4acTh
OblyTa 3aKphITA KAIMOIIIOHOM, a ra3a [1aHka, CBeTsIuecs roryosM CBETOM B TEHHU KaIIONIOHA,
mo0aBJISIIM YYBCTBO TAMHBI, ITOJTHOCTHIO IIJIEHUBIIIEE I0OHOE CEePIlle MPUHIIECCHI.

HOHas npuHIecca, KOTopasi paHbllle HAaCMeXajlach Hajl «JII000BBIO C IIEPBOTO B3TJISIAa» B PHITAPCKUX
poMaHax, Telleph IOYyBCTBOBajIa B CBOEM CEPZIlEe, YTO, MOXKET ObITh, TaK Ha3biBaeMas «JII000Bb C
TIEPBOTO B3TJISIA»... OHA JEeUCTBUTEIILHO CYIIECTBOBANIA...

[TaHK, KOTOPEIKA OBLJI TOTOB K 3aKJIMHAHMIO, HE 3HAJI, YTO €T0 HelpeJHaMepeHHas 3PEIHITHOCTD
IIOKOPHJIa Cepflle I0HOH IpHuHIlecck. Ho maxke ecnu OBl OH 3HAJ 9TO, OH HaIllesl OBl 9TO TOJILKO
XJIOTIOTHBIM.

Temneps ero BHUMaHUE OBLIO TIOJTHOCTHIO COCPEOTOYEHO Ha yOUCTBe MK 00€3BpeXKUBaHUYU Bpara, a
KTO €T0 3aMeTuJI, He BXOAWI B cepy ero BHUMaHuUs!

Kak TONbKO IPOTUBHUK TIOMKITANCS 000MTH UX C ¢dyaHTa, rina3a [laHKa 3acusinu elre spue!

"Bo3MOKHOCTB!"
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