'Hy, mo Kpalinel Mepe, maxe eciu s yMpy, 51 Oyay BOCKPEIIEH, BEPHO?'

KcTaTu roBops, 4TO 4yBCTBYeT YeJIOBEK IIOCTIE CMEPTH, BCETla 0CTaBaIoCch 3aragkoi. U Temeps,
TII0X0Xe, y MEeHs eCTh LIIaHC pasrafaTh 9Ty BEeUHYIO 3arafiky.

B aTtoT MoMeHT [I2KelCOHY 0CTaeTCs TOJIbKO 3aTauTh AbIXaHUE U CMUPUTHCS C 3TUM!

Ho B TO e BpeMs B fymte y SIcoHa HacTymaeT o6erdenue, Befb ['ekara coriacunach Ha ero npocsoy
¥ oUIMabHO TIPUHSTIA eT0 B YYEHUKH [0 CBUETEILCTBOM XHUPOHA.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 9TO 03HAYAET, YTO Temeph y fICOHA eCTh OOTHHS B KAUeCTBe IOOIePKKHU!

Bce 6oru - aTo OJIMLIETBOPEHUA 661:[, 1 SCOH, eCTeCTBEHHO, HE X0YeT IIPOBOIIMPOBATE HU OJHOT'O U3
HHUX.

Ho B mgyiile TpaHCMUTPUPOBABIIINI I0HOIIA TPEKPACHO MOHUMAET, YTO, KakK U caM ZCoH, 4yero Obl OH
HU KeJIajl, 3TO IPOCTO He TOABIACTHO eMY.

[ToaTomy mydie IpPoCcTo HalT 6ora uiu GOTHHIO, KOTOpPEIE ObI TOAepIKaIK ero.

A y I'ekaThl, 0OYEBUOHO, XBATUT CHUJI, YTOORI OaTh €My 3alllUTy.

"VueHuk [I;KelCOH IPUBETCTBYET yuuTens - Oorutio ['ekaTy!"

"YT0 3a myTaHulla c UMeHaMu". [' 1904 Ha FCOHa, IPUBETCTBYIOLIET0 €€ IIPUBETCTBUEM YUUTENII U
y4yeHUKa, ['ekaTa, KOTOpas TOXe C 3TUM CMUPUIIACh, CKa3ana: "30BU MEHS IIPOCTO YYUTEID".

"Torma 2 Bo3pMy ero”. 'ekata mocMoTpesia Ha XUpPOHa, CKa3as IIPUA 3TOM.

"He xoueT 1 6oruHs ['ekata chenath nepepriB?" XupoH crpocun [ekary.

"Ha 3T0 HET cBOOOAHOTO BpeMeHH, MHE HyKHO OpocuTh ero B CTUKC CllefyomumM".

flcoH cnerka B3TPOTHYI U, PAcIIMPUB T'Jla3a, IOCMOTPeI Ha ['eKaTy, KoTopas, II0X0XKe, TOBOPUIIa
0e33ab0THO.

"Bpocuts ero B CTukc?" XupoH ToxKe ObLI OIIETIOMIIEH.

"OH cruIIKoM cjal, eciiy 9 He HalAy crioco0 YKPEeNuTh ero, Kak OH CMOXKET COTPYAHUYATh CO MHOM?
XoTs maxke eclii OH YMpeT, Bce OyHeT B MoOpsifKe, C AUOOM O0YeHb TPYIHO NOTOBOPUTHCS".

B sToT MmoMeHT gms [I2KelicoOHa MaJIeHbKas YaCTHYKa CUYACThS B €r0 CEPAIle UCcUe3yia B OOHO
MTHOBEHHUE.



[To cpaBHEHMIO C HUM y4uTeJ b XUPOH Ka3aJIiCA IIPOCTO aHreom!
[TpoknsAThe, BB pemuiu OpocuTh MeHs B CTHKC, KaK TOJBKO S Hayasl CBOe Y4eHU4YeCTBO. Brl maxke He
[any MHe BpeMeHH, YTOOB IOATOTOBUTH MO€ Cepplle K repexony!

"Ut0 k... boruusa ['ekaTta, 9T0... HE IIOOXOOUT..."

XUWpOH, KOTOPOMY TOXK€ CTaJI0 CTHIAHO 3a CBOM CJIOBA, CKa3aHHEIe [IKeHCOHY, He YCIIes JOTOBOPHUTE,
KaK ero IIpepBaJly.

"Pa3 yxk HaM 37iech 60JIbllle HEYETO fiefiaTh, TOTHA molaeMre".
U nocne Toro, Kak ['ekata 3aKOHYMIa TOBOPUThH, XUPOH YBUAET, KaK CO BCEX CTOPOH Haydallu

MOSIBIISITBCS ITpU3payHble 0a004YKY, U3Iydyarollie TEMHO-CUHUM CBET.

[Tocne Toro kak [IkKelcoH U ['eKaTa 0OKa3alucCh B OKPYXKEHUHU, BMECTE C paCCEUBAIOIIUMUCS
6aboykaMy OHU MCYE3/I U Ha I'1a3ax y XUpoHa.

XUPOH MPOMAOIKaI CMOTPETh Ha ITyCTYI0 PABHUHY ITepef co00M U, TOMOJTYaB HEKOTOPOe BPeMsi, BOPYT
YTO-TO BCIIOMHMUJI ¥ TTomyMaJt: "Pa3 fcoH 3HaeT 0 cBoel cyapbe, TO 3HAET JIX OH ¥ O TOM, 4YTO 3Ta
neByiIKa Opina ¢ OoruHen ['ekaToi?"

XUpOH HEMHOTO TTOAyMaJ, oToM KuBHY: "Hy, fICOH 04eHb YMEH, Y HETO [OJIKHHI OBITH CBOU
IJIaHb".

3aTeM XUPOH C yIBIOKOM Opocul.

"[I2KEeNCOH, 5 C HETEPIIEHUEM KOy TBOETO... BEITYCKHOI0!"

Ha mpyro#t cTopoHe, mocie npeObBaHUS B TPAHCE, OTKPHIB I'Ta3a, [[KeicoH 00HapYXKUII, YTO €T0
OKpYy2KaeT TYCKJIBIA MUD.

Tyckneiii rony06oi CBET yKpalllaeT TEMHOTY, a II0f HoraMu - fopora 6e3 Bo3BpaTa, C YUCTEIMU OeJIbIMU
IIBETAMHU MTay4YbUX JIUJTUN, YEPHEIMU TOTOJISIMU U GECIIONHBIMU KOKOCOBEIMU IE€PEBBSIMHU.

CokpallleHHO 3T0 MecTo OymeT Ha3kBaThCs [lopora B moa3eMHBINM Mup. "Yuurens ['ekarta, 970..."

"TTog3emubIl MUpP". 'eKaTa MpogoIXKuIa IpocTo: "[lorimeMTe, g IMOBEOy Bac II0 JOPOTe HEBO3BpaTa.
[Tocne nepeceuenus: CTuKca, B OymyIeM, 1 CMOT'Y HaIIpPsIMYIO IlepenaTh Te0st B IIOO3eMHBIN Mup".

"Hy... Yuutens ['ekaTa, 3a4eM HaM HY2KHO IIOTACTh B oA3eMHBIA MUP?" PoT [IKelicoHa IepHYyCs.



"Mou xpaM HaXOAUTCS B IOO3€MHOM MUpe, pa3Be TH He 3Haelb?" crpocuiia ['ekaTa, Iisaad Ha
[IKelicoHa, KOTOPHIY ITOKa4asl I'0JI0BOU.

"Hy 4To0 X, Teneps THl 3HaEllb".

Cka3zas 9710, ['eKkaTa Hayana yXOOUTh.

U [IxeiicoH, B3TJITHYB Ha OKpYyzKalollee ero 6e3iiobe, IepecTasl UCIEITEIBATh JIETKYIO IPOXKb B TeJle

U IIOCIIEIIMNII CJIEJOM.

Bckope nocne nporynku ¢ 'ekaTolt L coH cTan HaX0OUTh Bce 60bile U 00Jblle OPOOAIIAX BOKPYT
[yI, ¥ OOJIBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX CMOTPSIT Ha HEeTo; Bedb SICOH - XKKUBOM UesloBeK, u eciu O He ['ekaTa
PSIOM C HUM, 3TH MePTBBIe Oy OPOCUIUCH OBl HA HETo, YTOOLl pa30pBaTh B KJIOYbS.

BCKOpe o0a [OCTUTTIH BOPOT IIOA3EMHOT'O MHKDa.

Tam fcoHn, ecTecTBeHHO, yBUnen Llepbepa - TPEXTOI0BOTO afiCKOTO TIca, OXPaHSIOIIEro BOpoTa
IIOI3€MHOI0 MUpa.

CKBO3b TYCKJIbIH CBET SICOH BUIUT TpexrojioBoro Ilepbepa BBICOTOM C XONM. 3
A Korfja OH OTKPBIII IAaCTh, ACOH YBUAETI, YTO U3HYTPU OHA IOKPHITA OCTPHIMU KJIBIKAMMU.

B ToT MOMeHT, Koraa [I:KelCOH OTPSICEHHO CMOTpeJI Ha Hero, TPeXTOJIOBLIY afiCKUY I1eC 3aMeTuI
lexaTy ¥ 1I0[ YOUBJIEHHBIM B3IJIA0M [IJKEeMCOHa CTajl MeHbIlle, pa3MepoM CO IIeHKa.

3aTeM OHa MOSBUIACH Mepeq ['eKaTow, TUKO BUJISIS XBOCTOM. 3

'XM... IIIOK TVT Xe ucues'.
y

"borunga ['ekaTta, TH BepHYyJach".

"XM, g BepHyIach... BUOUIb ero?" ['eKaTa yKa3asa Ha fcoHa u cka3ana Llepbepy:

"oy, 3allOMHY €ero 3amax, eCjiy 03Ke YBAAUIIL er0 MEPTBYIO AYIIY, 3alllUTH ero A MeHsT".

"Borunga ['ekarta, oH..."

"Mou HOBHIM YYEHUK".

[Tocne Toro kak ['eKaTa 3aKOHYMIIa TOBOPUTH, LlepOep ¢ cCoMHEHHEM ITOCMOTPeN Ha [IkKelcoHa
CBUPENBIM B3TIISIIOM, HO IIOYTH Cpa3y XkKe ero B3TIA[ CTajl AHTUMHBIM. '9TO HOBBIYA MaJleHbKUU
MacTep, 0 KOTOPOM MHE HYXKHO 3a00THUTHCS B OyAyIieM, BepHO?'



[A/N: [Ing TexX, KOMy UHTEPECHO, UTO O3Ha4yaeT 3Ta ppa3a: B MUGPOJIOTUHN HaKTUUYECKUM XO03IUHOM
LlepGepa siBnsieTcs ['ekaTa, U UMEHHO 10 ee Npuka3y Llepbep oxpaHsgeT BpaTa IOA3€MHOT0 MUpa].

Llep0Oep 1arHys BIepen, MoHIOXas 3anax ficoHa, 3aTeM KuBHYI: "Xopoiuo, Llepbep 3amomuumn!".

3aTeMm ['ekaTa BMecTe C JCOHOM BOIIlIa BO BpaTa ITOI3€MHOT0 MUpa U npubrina Ha 6eper OypHOi
yepHOU peku CTUKC, peku HeHaBUCTH.

[Tepen CTUKCOM CTOUT HeGOIMbINAs I0KA, a Ha Hel - YeJI0BeK-CKeJleT C BeCJIOM B pyKe. DTOT
CKeJIeTHBIH YeJIOBEK, I/la3a KOTOPOTO MEUTAI0T CHHUM IIJTaMeHeM, - XapoH, MapoMInuk CTHKCa ¥ 110
COBMECTHUTEJILCTBY 6GOT.

"Boruns ['ekarta, 3aueM TH 3mech?" CKa3aB 3T0, OOT-MapoMIIUK XapoH, eCTECTBEHHO, YBUAEN FCcoHa
M Ccpa3y X&Ke 3aMeTHJI, YTO 3TO XKUBOM 4YeJIOBEK, U C JTIOOOMEITCTBOM CIIPOCHUI: "A 3TOT

pebeHoK..." "Moi yuenuk, ficon". "Mi3HavaIbHO OH TBOM y4eHMK, OoruHs ['ekaTa". YCibIIIaB 3To,
XapoH XOTh U YOUBUJICS, HO BCE K€ COTJIACUJICS U CKa3am: "3Ha4uT, Thl IPUBEJI €T0, YTOORI
[IepenpaBUTh Yepe3 PeKy, s MOHAI".

CkasaB 970, XapOH CTaJI TOTOBUTHCA K PA3BA3BIBAHWIO KaHATOB, CBA3BIBAIOIITNX KOpa6HB Ha MecCTe.

"Tlopoxnou HemMHOro". Cka3as 9T0, ['eKkaTa IIOBEpHYyJIach U IIOCMOTpESIa Ha fIcoHa, 3aTeM IIPOTSAHYIIa
PYKY, ¥ Ha ee BEJIUKOJIETTHOM JTafIoHY IIOSIBUJIAaCh IIpeKpacHas npu3payHas 6abouka.

TYT Ke 0abouka B3JIeTesla ¥ Hayaja TaHIeBaTh BOKDPYT II>xencoHa.
PaccrimaHHbIE €10 YaCTUIBI TEMHOTO CBETA BIUIIMNCH B TeJO [XKelCcoHa.

‘{epe3 HEKOTOpOe BpeMs 6abouka BEPHYJIAChb K 'ekaTte u ucuyesna. 3aTeM ['ekaTa HECKOIBKO
MTHOBEHUH Ha6mo;1ana 3a [I2KerCOHOM, II0CJIe Yero KHWBHYJIAa ¥ CKa3adJlla:

"Unu B mom".

I>XeliCOH TOCMOTpeN Ha ['ekaTy, 3aTeM Ha OypHYI0 YEPHYIO PEKy mepeq co00H, mociie HEKOTOPOTo
Koyie6aHus CJIerkKa CTUCHYT 3yOBl ¥ MPHITHYN B CTHKC.

"9TOT mapeHsb... HETIoX".

t‘IapOH, KOTOPOMY OTKPHEIJIACh ITaHOPAMHas KaPTHHA IIPONCXOAAIIEro, He MOI" HEe CKa3aTh.

"Xwm..." 'ekaTa TakKe KUBHYIIA.

A JIxe¥coH, mpeITHYBIIKY B CTUKC, y2K€e CTPOUJI IIJIaHbl, KakK IepeTeprneTs 00/b, BEI3BAHHYIO TEM, YTO



CTHKC CMBIJI €r0 TeJIO.
Ho Bpems 1110, ¥ OH COBCEM He YyBCTBOBaJ OOJIH.

Ha camomMm perne, 9TOT mpoliecc JeiCTBUTEILHO 04eHb 00JIe3HeHHEIH, Belb 9T0 CTHKC, 1 OH,
€CTEeCTBeHHO, 00/1afaeT pa3bedalolluM, SPO3UOHHEIM ¥ IPYTUMH ITONOOHEIMY 3 deKTaMu.

U Takas 007k IPAKTHUYECKK HEBRIHOCKMA [IJIs1 YesloBeKa, Ho ['eKaTa HanmpsaMyo n3baBuia fcoHa OT
3TOH 0OIH.

Bckope [IxkeiicoH 06HapYzKWII, UTO €r0 TeJo 3allyiaeT ciabblii TEMHO-CUHUM CBET - 9TO JIeTKast
IIBITb, KOTOPYIO TOJIBKO UTO pPacchilajia Ha Hero npu3padHas 6aboydka.

TyT ke [I2KelCOH B3TNIIHYI Ha ['eKaTy U, mokoiebaBIInCch MTHOBeHNE, TIIy00KO B3[IOXHYJI, 3aKPhIJT
r7a3a U IMOTPY3UJICs MO BOAY, YTOOHI TOTPY3UTh BCe CBOe Teso B CTUKC.

BHyTpu peku, mo3Bosisgs CTUKCY OMBIBATh €r0, IIJI0 BPpEMS.

MI/IHYTa, OB€ MUHYTHI...

Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, Korpa [I;KeliCoH yKe He MOT COEepXKUBAThCs, TosBUiIach ['ekaTta u
BEI3BOJIMIIA [IkeficoHa u3 CTuKca.

"XM... HEmmoxo0".
Briiinst Ha 6eper ¥ IOCMOTPEB Ha ITPOMOKIIero fcoHa, 'ekaTa ynoBieTBOpeHHO KuBHYMa: "C 9TUM THI

CTaHelllb cuibHee". "XM... Hy, Tellepb Y MeHs eCTh HeyMuparoliee Teno?"

crpocu [I;KelCcoH ¢ HEKOTOPHIM IipefiBKyueHneM. "Hecokpyummoe teno? ... Hy, o6b14HEIe MeYn
[EeNCTBUTEILHO HEe CMOTYT IPUYMHUTH Tebe Bpeda, HO TBOE TEJI0O MOXKET CIydaliHO CJIOMaTh JIIo00i
6or, ucmonb3ysi 60KeCTBEHHYIO CHUITY".

Ecnu OBl JeiiCTBUTEINIBHO CYIIIECTBOBAIIO0 HECOKPYIIIMMOE TEJI0, KOTOPOe He MOTYT CJIoMaTh fJaxe 00Ty,
TO BCe 60T maBHO ObI y2Ke MPUIIN UCKyTaThcs B CTHUKCe.

Tak Ha3pIBaeMOe HECOKPYIIUMOE TeJI0 CYIIECTBYET TOIBKO C TOYKHU 3pEeHHUS dejoBeka. 1

I>KelCoH TOoXe IMmoayMas 06 9TOM U PEIIn, YTO 3TO NeHCTBUTEIbHO 00Jiee pa3yMHO.

Ho [Ixe¥icoH Bce paBHO OBLI OY€Hb CYACTIIUB: BEOb OH ITOIYYHUJI JIeTeHJapHOe HeXXKUBOe TeJo, Haxke
HUAYEro He ChelasB.

[ToaTomy oH ¢ GarogapHOCThIO cKa3an ['ekaTe: "Crmacubo, yuutenb ['ekarta!"

"Bce B mopsigke." I'ekaTa MaxHy1a pyKo#: "C 9TuUM ThHI He OyJellb Tak JeTKO YOUT U3-3a MOEU UIPH".



Kak TONMpKO MPO3ByYasIy 3TH CJI0BA, YYBCTBO GiaromapHocTH [IKelicoHa K ['eKaTe MIrHOBEHHO
YNIeTy4YHIIOCE.

YapoH, ciyLIaBIIMi CO CTOPOHEI, IIOTEPSII Jap PeYu.
Ho oH yXke goragancs o IpUu4yrHe, 10 KOTOPOU ['eKaTa IpuHsIa 3TOr0 yYeHUKa.

Bens Bce Ooru, 3Hawmue I'ekaty, 3HaIOT, YTO ['eKaTa - MaHbSIK-UCCIIeIOBATEb, ¥ €€ He MHTEePECYIoT
HU CTaTyC, HU IpaBa OOTO0B.

Tak 4To 3TOT H)KefICOH - IBHO HOBas HNOOOIBLITHAA ['eKaTHI.

OpHako, JaxKe eclid 3TO BCETO0 JIUIIb 3KC1'IepI/IMeHTaJ'[BHBII71 06pa3eu, C BO3MOXKHOCTSMU ['eKaTHl,
CO3OaHHOE €10 CYIIeCTBO OIIpeaesIeHHO 6YJI€T MOHCTpOM!

"TlonimemTe". [IprMepHO BHITIOJTHUB MEPBYIO 3afaydy, ['ekaTa ckasasna: "Ceayiomui mar MoxeT ObITh
HeMHOT0 00JIe3HEHHHIM, TaK YTO He yMUpalTe JIeTKOo".

"Hemuoro 6one3neHHbEIM?" JI3KeliCOH OBLI OIIEIOMIIEeH.

'9TO ellle He KoHeI?"'

"Peka HEHaBUCTU MOXKET OMBITh TOJIBKO TEJI0, HO He MOXKET OTTOYUTh AyLIy".

[Tocmotpes Ha [IxkelicoHa, ['ekata npogorxuna: "Pa3 yX TH XOUYelllb YYUTLCS Y MEHSI Maruu, TO TBOS

IyIla OOJIKHAa JOCTUYb TAKOTO YPOBHS, 4TOOH MPOTUBOCTOSTE "CrnoBam Bora"".

"Temeps 51 0TBeny Tebs K peke [Irimatomiero Orus, [Tupudneretony”.

"Tak Tl CMOXKEIIIb CKe4b U 3aKaJIUTh CBOIO OyITy HeyIraCUMBIM OTHEM IIOA3E€MHOTI'O ana!"
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