"Ero KoponeBckoe BricouecTBo, HacieqHas MpuHIlecca 61aromnoayqyHo mpubsiia B ropon Xyacu". AHb
Croans nepepnan u ckasan: "Kpome toro, Uy dHb U gpyrue 00U DOJIYYUIIU IUILY, ¥ OHU [TIOCTEIIEHHO
IIOIIPaBIIAIOTCSA. MOU MOJUYUHEHHEBIE OIacalTCs, 4YTO OH CKOPO... .".

"TloHATHO".

Anp CroaHb He yCIIes TOrOBOPUTE, Kak Xyo [y mpepsas ero. Aub CioaHb OBIN Cl€TKa YOUBJIEH, 3aTEM
KUBHYJI U yIIe.

HYHa TeMHeEJIa, U CIIyCTs BCEero OOWH OEeHb 3TOT Ol"pOMHBIfI 0COOHSK Ka3aJcs elle 601ee OMUHOKUM.

Xyo [y cupen Ha KadessxX B ONMHOYECTBe ¥ MeIJIeHHO pacKauyuBajcsa. OH OMyCTHUI I'la3a, TOCMOTpe
Ha MaJIeHbKYIO CaxapHUIY B CBOEH PYKe, B3SJI OMHY U MOJIOXKHUI B POT.

OuyeHb CJIaOKoO.
Panbiie s He mMoOUN clagkoe, HO ceidac g IOCTENeHHO IPUBHIKAI0 K HEMY.

OH Bcerpa 3HaJ, YTO OHU C Jlexku pa3Hble mionu. OHa BEIPOCTIa B OKPYKEHHUH JII00BY, OHa Oblsla
JKEeCTKOU U CMeJIoH, Temnoi u qoopoii. OH - moTHasg IPOTHUBOIIOIOKHOCTh, B HEM HUKOTa He OymeT
3TUX KQueCTB.

[IBa COBepIIIEHHO Pa3HbLIX YeJI0BeKa, KaK COOTBETCTBOBAThH?

Konuuk si3biKa 00BOJIaKKMBaja CIafloCThb, IOCTEIIEHHO ITepexosinas B IPoxJiaay.
Xyo [y He0XKUOaHHO YIIBIOHYIICS.

[TocKombKy MsITa MOXKeT OBITH HoOaBiieHa B Me[l, Y Hee XOPOIIUM BKYC.

Tak KTO MOXKET CKa3aTh, YTO Pa3HbIe TIOAN He MOTYT COYETaThCs?

Cnenytolinuii meHb ObLT TEIIBIM U COTHEeYHBIM.

B otnuume ot 6e3nrogHoro ropona IsHbsH, B ropofe Xyacu polBeTasl BKyC CpefHero Bo3pacrta. Ha
IIIyMHOM PHIHKE KpUYasy YIUYHbIE TOPTOBLIb, JIIOAU IPUXOAUIN U YXOOUIA CO CHACTIUBEIMU
ynbI0KaMu, BEIOMpas MHTPEeOUEHTHl, YTOOL IOUTH OOMOM U IPUTOTOBUTH POCKOIIHOE OO0 OIS
CBOUX POJHBIX.

B 9T0 BpeMs XKeHIMHA MTOAOIIIa K OBOIIIHOMY IIPUJIABKY C OIYIIEeHHOM I'o10BOM 1 ORICTPO BHIOpana...
"CBostuenura!"

Jle Yxu OrICTpO BEIOEKATA U3 TIepeyJiKa K XKeHIMHe U 00HsTIa ee 3a pyKy. 2KeHIIuHa MOgHIa
IJ1a3a, B ee IJla3ax MeJIbKHYJIA TaHUKA, a KOTJla OHA YBUMETIa, KTO IIPUIEI, Ha ee JIUIE He MOIJla He
TIOSTBUTHCS PafOCTh.

Bupst, uTo oHa He X04eT 0oJibIe npsATaThes, Jle LI3uHb MeIJIeHHO BHIIIENT ¥ HeTPOMKO IT03BaJl ee.
YBuUpeB 3T0, XKeHIMHAa TUXO0 B3OOXHYJIa ¥ CKa3asa: "Bl ugere co MHOU".

CeCTpBI, €CTeCTBEHHO, COTTIaCUIINCDh, U I'PYIIIIa IIOCIIeJOBalIa 3d XKEHIIUHOM, a Jepel3 HEKOTopoe
BpeMS OHH IIPHUIIINA K IIPOCTOMY OOMY C f{epeHHquﬁ KprI.T.IefI. XKeniHa IIOIIPUBETCTBOBAJIA UX B
AJOoMe...



"Brl BepHYNIUCH?" pa3fasics BeCeIbld U 3HAKOMBIM MyKCKOU T'0JI0C.

Jle Yxwu u Jle 113unb HaOmogany, Kak U3 BHYTPEHHeN KOMHATH BHIIIE BEICOKUM U IIPSAMOU MyXKUKMHA
c Jle IO Ha pyKax. YBupeB ux, MyK4rHa OBLI OLIEJIOMIIEH U 3aMep Ha MecCTe.

STOT YeloBEeK UM CIIMIIKOM XOPOIIO 3HAKOM.

-Monopou ummnepaTtopckui Bpau [anu, Coou AH.

Kaxk oH MOT... KaK OH MOT KUTh CO CBOEY HEBECTKOM?
"Ters..." merckuii ronoc Hyo Hyo O6rin nonon pe6siuecTsa.
IaBHO He BUOENNCH, - pOOKO 3aroBopusi ¢ Humu Jle 0.

Jle LI3uHb OTpearupoBasa nepBoy, 3actTaBuiia cebs yapOHYThCS, TIOHOIIA, TOAHSIA PYKY U
KOCHYJIaCh I'OJIOBBI MaJIEHbKOTO IyIeMsiHHUKA: "Kak fena y FOusp B nmocnegHee spemMs?”

Jle KO#t ynui6uysics u kuBHYN Jle 113uHb, HO ero rita3a 6ecco3HaTeIbHO CMOTpeny Ha Jle Uxwu.

EMy 6GBIJI0 HEMHOTO CTPAHHO: OH HPABUJICS TeTe OOJIbIIe BCEX, TIOYEMY XK€ CETOHS OHA Jaxe He
yNBIOHYIACh ¥ CTOSIIa TakK ManeKo, He ToJo#as K HeMy, YTOOB OOHSTh?

"CHauara Thl npuBegels FOu'sp".
Croii flu KuBHYJ, cMyIeHHO B35 Jle FOi Ha pyKu u nomes1 00paTHO BO BHYTPEHHIOIO KOMHATY.

JIuto Jle Yku nnoHeMHOTY GJiefIHEINIO, a Ha BCe eT0 TeJlo, Ka3aioCh, BEIJIUIN BEPO CHEKHOMU BOMHI, U
OH mpoxar oT xonoma. OHa 6e3y4acTHO CMOTpESIA Ha XKEHIIUHY BAasieke.

®an MHb - 104 CaMOTr0 TEPOUYECKOro reHeparna [anmyu YKoHb0aHs.
OHa TakXe SBISETCS XKEHIIXHON, KOTOPYIO UMIIepaTop JII0OUT GOJbille BCEX.
"Caguce." JIETKOMEICIEHHO cKa3ala ®aH MHb.

Jle 1I3uHb MOTSHYT 3a coboi 3acTriBIero Jle Yxwu, cen, rimy0oKo B3OOXHYT U crpocu, "HeBecTka...
Yto 3mech npoucxomut? Ciou Ax u Coou AHb 371€Ch...".

"f1 ¢ Croit Auom." ®an MHb cKa3asa riy00KUM I'0JI0COM, ee JIUI0 ObLIO CIIOKOMHBIM U HUYYTh He
CMYIIEeHHEIM.

[TomoxuB ero Ha CTOJN X KPEIIKO CXKaB, I'11a3a Jle YKu paCIMPUINCh, U OH C HeNOBEPHEM IIOCMOTPET
Ha ®aH WHE.

OHa HUKOTZA He fyMajia O TOM, YTOOHI II03BOJIUTE CBOEM HEBECTKE OCTAThCS BIOBOM 10 KOHIIA XKU3HHU.
Ho ck0nIbKO BpeMeHHU IPOIIo?

Kpome TOr0, CITOBa HEBECTKH, ITOX0KE, HUKOIMa He OBUIH BII0OJIEHE B KOPOJIEBCKOTO Opara.
"Uxnyxu." ®an MHb ropbKo yIEIOHYTAch 1 06bsacHMIA: "MEl ¢ 6paTtoM, 3T0 Obiya omubdKa...".
9TO0 mpocTast UCTOPUS -

Momnopoi IIPUHII C TIEPBOT0 B3rjidna BITIOOMJICS B €IVHCTBEHHYIO JOYb I'€HePalla Hda IBOPIIOBOM



6aHkeTe. Bckope mocrie ABOpIoBOro GaHKeTa MPHIIE]T KMIIEPATOPCKUH yKa3 0 pa3peleHuy Ha
Opak... Ho y equHCTBEeHHOU oYepy reHepasa yKe OblsT BO3/II00I€HHBIN, U 00a TallHO MPU3HATIUCH
IPYT OPYTY B JI00BY, 0KUAAs IUIIH IPUX0MIa CBOETo BO3/mo0IeHHOr0. OHA MPeyIoKUIa BEUTH
3aMyK, HO HMIIEPATOPCKUH yKa3 pa3pyIluil ee MeuTy.

Iloub reHepaa 3Halla, YTO IPUHI] HEXKEH, I09TOMY OHA IMOYMHUJIA KHUTY U OTIIPaBUJIa €€ B
BocTouHEIi BOpEL.

Ho oTtBeTa ponroe BpeMs He Obl110, U cepaie ee IIOCTEeMeHHO OCThIBAJIO.

o camort OpayHO¥M HOYM MOJIOHOM IIPUHIT IMOgHUMAJT ee Xuakab. OHa MOMHSIA TOJI0BY U YBUIEa
napy HeXKHBIX YIIBIOAIOIIMXCS T1a3. 3aTeM OHa YCIIbllalna, Kak OH cKa3ain: "MHb, s mpe3peHeH TOJbKO
B 9TOT Pa3 B CBOEU XKU3HU".

OH npu3HaJ CBOIO IPe3PEHHOCTh CaMBIM TEIIJIHIM TOHOM.

[Ipe3puTenbHO U OTKPOBEHHO.

®an Wb Obla MOTPsICEHa.

Oxa3blBaeTcs, OH BCe 3HAeT...

C ee cnoBamu Jle UKy XMypUIICS BCe CUIbHEE U CUJIbHEE.

Heso3moxHO!

HmmepaTop He OBl OB TAKMM Y€JI0BEeKOM!

"Twl conrana!" Jle Yxku BCcTas, ero pyku gpoxanu: "bpat XyaH, oH Obl He cfenan Takoro!"

Croli 3aMeTuJI, YTO CHAPY2KH ObIJIO CIIMIIKOM MHOTO JBUXKEHUS, U ManeHbKas Jle KO B KaKo#-TO
MOMEHT BHICYHYJIa CBOIO MaJIeHbKYIO TOJIOBKY U3 BHYTPEHHEN KOMHATH ¥ TOCMOTPeia Ha HUX C
03a/layeHHBIM BHIpaXKeHUEM JIUIIA.

Jle YKy B3T/ISHYJ B CTOPOHY, HAIle]l ero ¥ He MOT He II0YYBCTBOBaTh HEIOYMEHMUS.
-- Ecnu aT0 npaspa, To FOu'ap... uto takoe HOii'ap?
Ee Temo 3ampoxkaro, riia3a oKpacHe NN, ¥ OHa 3afoxHysacek: "Her, HeT..."

OH He MoT 00JIbIlIe OCTAaBAThCS. B 9T0M KOMHaTe cepaiie Jle YKy 3abIXaJ0Ch U IIOYTH HE MHIIIAIIO.
[ToBepHYBIIXCH Ha HOCKAX, OHa BeIOeKasa U3 IoMa, He obpalas BHUMAHUS Ha KPUKY 1T03a0H ceos. ..

HUpsa o yiune B OT9assHUH, PAOOCTh U IITYM BOKPYT HE HMEJIN K Hell HUKAKOTO OTHOIIIeHMs, Iaru Jle
YKHY IIOCTENEHHO CJ'Ia6eJ'II/I, 1 BCKOpPE OHa 0oJIbllle HEe MOTJIa MX IIogaepPXKrBAaTh, OHA MEJIEHHO
IIpucella U Ha4dajla TUXO IIJIaKaTk.

OHa pogunach KpacuBOM, U Jaxke ecyiu Obl OHA CHUfella Ha KOPTOYKaX Ha YIJIy Y/IUILL, OHA MOTJIa ObI
IIPHBJIEYb BHUMaHNE MHOTHX Jifofed. ITo Obu1 HOBEIM oI, KOTra BCe CBETHUIIMCEH OT PAgOCTH, U
€CTeCTBeHHO OBIJIO BUMIETh, KaK KpacuBas HeBYIIKa XKaJT00HO IIaveT.

"B yem meno? He nmayb Ha HoBelll rom".

"Trl moccopuinach ¢ MyxeMm? He myiayb, He I1a4yb, KaK MOXKET MOJIOfas apa He CCOPUThCA!".



"BoT uMeHHO! X0JI0HO, UOU CKOPee NOMOM, TBOM My2K HaBepHSIKa IPUTOTOBUII [Jis TeOS moMa KaKue-
HUOyOb Gromal"

YTemuTenbHblEe PEYX BOCTOPKEHHBIX JIIOflel 3aCTaBUIIU CJIe3bl JIexKu OTCTYNUuTh. Kak XxKe HeJI0BKO
OBITH ¥ BCeX Ha r'ia3ax!

Kak TONbKO MOMHSIIA I'71a3a, YBUAeIa OpacyeT Ha 3alsCThe, ¥ MaleHbKW KPaCHHH 606 SpKO
CBETHIICS TIOM TETJIBIM COJTHIIEM.

Ona Oblnla MopazxeHa.

Korpma nioogu ysi3BMMEI, OHU BCETMIA XOTST BEPHYTLCS TyMa, TIe YyBCTBYIOT ce0st B HAuOOIbIIEen
0e30IIaCHOCTH.

Korpa et G710 TPyCTHEE BCETO, YeTTOBEK, KOTOPHIM IIPUXOMUTI €1 Ha yM, OBIJT OH.
I'oBapm.

Ona o4yeHb CKydaeT 110 HEMY.

Ecnu GBI TOIBKO OH OBITT PSIIOM.

[TmakaThb B ero 00BSITUSAX, HaBEPHOE, NyUllle, Y4eM CUAETh Ha KOPTOUYKaX B OQUHOYECTBE.

[TogymaB 06 aToM, Jle UKy cHOBa mokpacHena. B aTo Bpems JIun F0s u [13un CuHb noclemmim Tyaa
¥, HAKOHell, HAIlJIX CBOET0 X03591Ha, ¥ 00a B3MOXHYJIHU C 00JIeTYeHueM.

"Xo3suH!" OHM ITOMOTTIX € TOJHATHCS, "[laBaiiTe CHayasa BepHeMcs".

YBULIEB OeBYLIKY-CIyKaHKy, coOpaBIIrecs BOKPYT JIIONU B3NOXHYNU ¢ o0erdeHneM u pa3bexkanuch
TI0 IoMaM.

B03MO0XKHO, ¥3-3a TOTO, YTO 3TO OBIJIO CIMIITKOM TPYIHO MPHUHSTD, ¥ JIeXKK B TY HOYb MIONHSIIACh
BBICOKAsI TeMITeparypa...

Ee nutio 651710 671€IHBIM, @ B KOIIIMapax ey CHUJIOCh MHOT'0 Bellle# 13 mpoIioro. Bo cHe 6part
MMIlepaTopa Bce elne ObUI TaM, ¥ OHa BUAeEJa, Kak OpaT uMIiepaTopa U ero HeBeCcTKa CMOTPST Ha
IIBETHI B UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM Cafy.

O4eBUOHO, TaKas KpaCuBasd CIEeHa...

B ropne y Hee nepecoxiio u 6051e10, ¥ HAKOHEI[ KTO-TO ITOJHEC ef Yai Ko pTy. Temnas Boga
CKOJIb3HYJIa 110 TOPJIY, ¥ el CTajlo HaMHOTO Jierye.

Bexu Jle Yxku OBITIM CIIHIIKOM TAXKEJIBIMU, YTOOKI OTKDPRITH UX, OHaA OblyIa B 3aMelIaTeILCTBe U He
IIOHUMalJla, I'1€ HaXOOUTC.

Kto KopMuT ee BomoOu?

HagepHoe, Xyo [y.



Korpma oHa BCIIOMHHJIA, YTO ¥ Hee Maisapus, Xyo Iy He OTXO[UII OT Hee, aBaJl el BOAY U JIeKapCTBa,
oOHHMaJ ee U yropapuBaa. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3, II0YeMy OH YIIeJI ITOCJie TOr0, KaK IIOKOPMHEJI ee BOHOu?

[Touemy He 00HSAT ee?

ITaxXe B COHHOM COCTOSTHUM OHa Bce ellle OblJla OropyeHa, BCXJIUIbIBaa 1 6opmoTana: "Xyo [y, Xyo

Iy...".

[TocTaBuB yalKy ¢ 4aeM, OHa opouia K Jle LI3uHb, KoTOpad jexasa Ha noiny. OHa ycibllana
OopMoOTaHUe CeCTpPHl U Ha HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs ocToyibeHena. Ee HacTpoeHne OBII0 HEMHOTO CJIOKHEBIM.
Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpPeMSI, YBUAEB, YTO KpaCcHOTa Ha nulle Jle Yku ucuesna, Jle L|3uHb NOOOTKHYIA €1
OfIesiIo.

HeBrIpa3uMble 3MOITMY HAaKOHEI! TPEeBPATUIUCh B HETPOMKUH B3[0X, OHA ITOBEPHYJIACh U BHIIIIA 3a
OBEPb.

"Cs013UHb, KaK TaM Yxuuxu?"

[Tocne Toro kak Jle LI3uHb 3aKkphina ABepb, Oy CsiHB, CTOSBINAS 3a OBEPHIO, BHIIILIA BIEpPEN U
CIIpOCHUIIa.

"Kap HemHoro cnar, Ho..." JIe LI3uHb OmyCcTUIa r'71a3a ¥ BEITIsAIea 00eCIIOKOeHHOM.

-Pao oTyassHHO mofaBinsieT cebs B 6YJZ[HI/IG OHH, a KOT[a OH B caMOM C1ab0M COCTOSIHHUM, €T0 9MOITUH,
€CTeCTBEHHO, TPYOHO IIOJAaBUTh.

Ee rmymasi cecTpa He MOTJla OCTaBUTh €70 COBCEM.
"I'me Most HeBecTKa?"

"OHna Oecrnokounack 0 YKHUYKHY, HO HEe XOTella 3aX0IUTh K Her. OHa IIPOCTO IOCHUAesIa HEMHOTO B
IIPUXO0XKeH, a IOTOM yuIna".

Jle 1I3uHb KUBHYIIA, ee nuio nobdnaegHesno. OHa olnenoMiieHHO mocMoTpesnia Ha Oy CsaHb U cpocuna:
"A CsiHb, B MIPOIIJIOM... THl MOXKEIITh BUOETh PA3HUIY Mexkay OpaToM ¥ HEBECTKOM uMiepaTopa?"

"...fl BUXy HEeKoTOpHIE".

"Boo0iie-To, s Toxke Koe-uto Buen". Jle LI3uHb moKpacHen 1 monepxHyncs: "Ho g Bcerga
YyBCTBOBaJa, YTO OblJla HEIIpaBa ¥ HaMepPEeHHO UTHOPUPOBaa ux...".

B 10 Bpems oHa u @y CsaHb 00IIANIKCH IPYT C APYIOM, YTO €CTECTBEHHO OTIMYAIOCh OT YKUYIKH,
KOTOpasl HU4Yero He 3Haja 0 4yBcTBaX. [I03TOMy MHOTIa, KOTrga OHa BUfella eBa yI0BUMEIE
BhIpazKeHUs OpaTa U HEBECTKHU, KOTa OHU OBIJTM BMECTE, OHA OCTPO YYBCTBOBAJa, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK.

OpHako OHa He X0TeJjla IyMaTh O IJI0XOM. EX Bcerga Ka3aioch, 4YTO OHa CJIMIIKOM MHOTO AyMaeT.
"Kak ke Tak?"
Y Jle 1I31HDb ITIOTEKIIU CIIE3HI.

IHeM, 3a00TsICh 0 CBOEM 00PYCEeBIlel CeCTPe U OLIEIOMIEHHOM IIJIEMSIHHUKE, el TPUXOIUIIOCh
IIOJaBJISITL CBOM 3MOIMHU... Ho cefiuac oHa gelCTBUTEJIbHO He MOTJIa HUYero IIofeaTh, e ObIIO Tak
TPYCTHO ¥ TOCKJIMBO.



OHa He 3HaeT, 4TO fenaTh Janbine? OHa HUKOTOA He OyMaJjla, YTO HEBECTKA U 31Tb OyIyT TaKUMHU.
OHa maxe He 3HaJa, I0OYeMy KOPOJIEBCKUM OpaT, KOTOPHIM BCceraa OblT MITKUM U IOKJIAIUCTHIM,
0Ka3aJICsI TaKUM TPeOOoBaTeIbHEIM B BOIIPOCAX JII0OBH?

OpHako uMIeparTopa OoJbIIe HeT...
Ha sTOT Bompoc HUKOTTa He OyHOeT OTBeTa.

Bups, 9To BO3/I00JIeHHAS IIjIa4ver, q)y Csanb JOCTaJ IJIAaTOK, YTOOHI BEITEPETH el cie3hl, 3aTeEM
IIPOTAHYII PDYKH, YTOOLI OOHSITE €€ U YTEeIuTh HU3KUM I'OJIOCOM.

B xoMmHaTe Jle Yxn, KOTOpPad ele CIiajia, Ha J'I6y BRICTYIIUJIA Kall€JIbKHY II0TAa. Ee maneHbpKOE TUYUKO
OBLITO CMOPIITEHO, KaK 6YJITO OHa yBHEJId BO CHE YTO-TO Y2KdACHO€E, 9YTO 3aCTAaBUJIO €€ HEPBHUYATh.

MoxeT OBITh, IIOTOMY 4YTO OHa BOJIHOBAJIACh, TO, YTO OHA BHUOEJIAa BO CHE, IIPOMCXOOUIIO TUXO, X BCE
9THU CII€HHI 3all€4aTJIeJINCh B €€ CO3HAHHUH...

TemHoi#1 HOYBIO O€3 3Be3[ I'PYyIIa JI0fel, BOCII0Ib30BaBIINCh TEMHOTOM, OKpyKuia ropox [IIsHbsH.
['opopckue BOpoTa CAepKUBAIUCh ABYMS OOJIBIINMU NEPEBIHHBIMU KOJIbSIMU, U UX yKe HeJlb3s OBII0

OTKDPBHBITh...
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