OmsTh BOJIKKM. AHTOH HEIJIOXO 3HAJI, KaK 00palaThCs C BOJIKAMM, XOTSI B OCHOBHOM K30eras ux BO
BpeMs 0XOTHl. Ho MHOTIa eMy IPUXOOUIIOCh KMETh [IeJI0 C TeMH, KTO OPOMIKII BHE jIeca, a IIOTOM Oblla
oxoTa B OppeHe. B ero nyke 3acThiia CTpesa C OOHUM JyXOM, 3aT€M OH OBICTPO BEITYCTHII €e. 3Bepb
He YCIIell Jaxke YBEPHYThCS, KaK CTpesia BIeTella MPSIMO ¥ TOYHO B T'7la3 ¥ B MO3T. [IpocToe mercTBUe
nnst moOenmbl Hafl BparoMm. AHTOH OXKHUMAJ, YTO 9TO OyaeT CI0KHee... HO OH TaKxXKe 0XKUIAJl, 4YTO
CYIIECTBO YMpET.

Korpga moce ymapa BoK OpoCHIICS K HEMY, OH IIOHSIJI, YTO BCe He Tak, KaK JOMKHO ObTh. OH
IIoiyMaJl, YTO HelPaBUJIbHO OLIEHUJI CBOIO aTaKy. Bo3M0OXKHO, eMy TOJIBKO ITI0Ka3ajoCh, YTO yHap
moraj r1yboKo B I'J1a3, HO Ha CaMOM fieJie OH BIIUTAJICA B 3Beps. HeKOTopkle Maruyeckue 3Bepu
o0nagany CTOIb BEICOKOM TeJleCHOU 3amuTor. Ho OH SCHO BUEN 0TBEPCTHE - HECMOTPS Ha CTPYUKY
KpoBHu. CTpy#Ka, KOTOpasi, BO3MOXKHO, OblJTa CIMIIKOM MaJa 10 KOJTUYeCTBY I HAHECEHHOTO
yurep6a. AHTOH Tak¥Ke MOT Pa3/IMuYUTh HEMHOT'O TOTO K€ MXa U3 MeXa BHYTPH CYIIeCTBa.
"OcTopoxkHO! ITO He 0OBIYHEIE 3Bepu!" BeposTHOCTH TOT0, YTO ABOE APYTUX AE€MCTBUTEIIHHO
HYK[IaJUCh B €T0 CJIoBaX, Obljla HeBeIMKa. Pa3Be YTO OHU OTBEPHYIUCK... "OHU HE YMPYT TakK JIETKO,
HO HUYTO He 6eccmepTHO! CrmemuTe 3a ocTanbHBIMU!"

[Toka oH roBopuy, AHTOH MPUTOTOBUJICS U BHIIIYCTHII €Ille OOHY CTPeIy, MpsiMo B apyrou ria3. Kormga
BOJIK ABUTAJICS, ObIII0O HEMHOT'O CJIOKHEe IIOIaCTh B HET'O C BRICOKOM TOYHOCTHIO. [IpefcKa3biBaTh ero
IOBUKEHUS OBbIJI0... CTPAHHO. Er0 TpPeHMPOBKY B IPOHUIIATEILHOCTH IIOJTHOCTHIO IIOJIBEJIA €T0, XOTS
CyiIecTBO He ObI0 OBICTPHIM. ETO CcTpena Bce ke 3afieNa Iia3, JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOH CenaTh ero
HETIPUTOMHBIM [JIST UCIIOIb30BaHMUsI, HO He IIPOHUKJIA TTTy0O0KO B TEJIO.

AHTOH BHITSIHYJI IlI€10, YTOOHI HE MOMACTh B 3y0Ohl, KOT/Ia CYIIecTBO Opocuiock Ha Hero. OHO
pa3BepHYIOCH 60JIee WIIM MEeHee MPSIMO K HeMy, HO KOTla OHO 3aMaXHYJI0Ch HA HETO CBOUMU
KOT'TSIMH, OH 3aMEeTHJI, UTO [aJIbHOCTh ero II0JIeTa He uaeasbHa. MHOroa eMy IpUXOIUIIOCh
VKJIOHSITBCSI, @ MHOTHA OH IIPOCTO ITpoMaxuBascs. Tak 4To, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH He yMep Kak
ClenyeT, TJla3a eMy, II0X0xKe, ObIIM HYKHHI.

Botii B 6nuxkHeM 6010 ¢ TyKOM OB KpaliHe YTOMUTEIbHEIM. Y HETO He ObII0 BpeMeHH, YTOOH
IIPAaBUJIbHO BEICTPOUTD JIMHUIO BHICTPENIA, & pa3MalliCThie KOI'TH IPO3UJIU [TOPA3UTh €T0 JIyK. AHTOH
He QyMaJ, 9YTO OH CJIOMaeTCs faxXKe y JOBOJIbHO KPYIIHOT'0 U CTPAHHOTO BOJIKA, HO ¥ CPaXaThCs TaKUM
o0pa3oM ObLIO HEONITUMaIbHO. HeCKOIbKO CTpesi, BOH3UBIIUXCS IIyO0KO B TPYOb, IOX0XKE, He
CMYTHUJIY €T0, ¥ OH PEIInJI, YTO JIy4llle UCII0Ib30BaTh CBOM HeOo b0l Tornop. Ecnu yx& Ha TO MOIINO,
OH CMOXET €ro pacuJieHUTh. BEICTPHIN B3TJIAL OACKa3all eMy, YTO 9TO HEIJI0X0 paboTaer.

KaTapuHa cpazasnach C BOJIKOM, KOTOPBIHM IPUOIMKAICS C OMHOM CTOPOHH 0T HuX. OHa C JIETKOCTHIO
TaHIleBaJia BOKPYT HEro, HECKOJIbKO pa3 BOH3asd Med B ero O0K. X0TS OHa U MyCTUJIa KPOBb, 3TO He
II0Ka3aJI0Ch el OCTaTOYHO Pa3pyIIXUTEIbHEIM [JIS CyIlecTBa TaKoro pa3mepa. OHa Hafiesnach, 94To
OpyT¥e BHyTPEeHHUe OpraHbl MOTYT OBITH I HET'0 BaXKHee MO3Tra - BO3MOXKHO, 3T0 HEHOPMAJIbHOe
JKejaHue, HO 9T0 OBII0O HEHOPMaJlbHOE CYIIECTBO.

HeTpynHo ObI710 mOTagaThCs, YTO MOX OB OMHOM M3 CTPAHHBIX YaCTeW 9TOro cymiecTBa. OH U3mydan
HEHOPMAJIbHYIO S9HEPTHIO - U T1000e ee KOJTMYeCcTBO ObIJI0 HEHOPMAJIbHEIM [IJI MXa. Tak Xe, Kak U ero



POCT Ha CyIecTBe. BEICTPO MPOBEMst MEYOM T10 YYACTKY, OHa 00OHAPYKHUJIA, YTO OH YIUBUTEIIBHO
YCTOMYMB K aTaKaM... U OIHOBPEMEHHO BechMa Ys13BUM. Ee cCOGCTBEHHO!N SHEPTUY XBATUIIO, YTOOH
IPOOUTH 3alUTY MXa, [I0CJIe Yero OH B30PBaJIC.

Cropel pa3neTenuch noBcoay. HeT, 0HM BEIPEIBAINCH C OTPOMHOM CKOPOCTBIO... HO OHU JIETEJIN B €€
cTOopoHy. Ee sHepreTuueckas 3aluTa He MO3BOJISI/Ia HUYeMYy KOCHYTHCSI €e HaIllpsIMYI0, HO CIIOPHI
YUEeIUIUCh 3a BHEIITHIOI CTOPOHY ee sHepruu. KaTaprHa OBHICTPO OTTOJIKHYJIA UX, BEITYCTUB YaCTh
CBOEM 5Heprum BMecTe ¢ HUMH. OHa He XOTeJjla BRISICHSITh, MOXKET JIX CIIOpa MPUYUHUTL €1 Bpe[, He
IIpUKacasiCh K Heu HaupsAMylo. Bo3M0OXHO, UMEHHO 13-3a CIOP Aenyllka AHTOH He Halajl Ha MOX.
Vinu, BO3MOKHO, OH He II0YyBCTBOBAJI IOTOK SHEPTUM OT Mxa. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH He GBI
COBEpIIEHEH.

YT0 KacaeTcs MOBPEXKAEHUH BOJIKA... 3 TOTO MECTA, I'/le MTHOBEHHE Ha3af ObUT MOX, OOMIIBHO TEKJIa
KpoBb. Terneps y Hee OBUIA LIEJIb... HO €T0 ABUXKEHUS TaKXKe U3MEHUITUCH, YTOOBI TOTIBITAaThCS
3aumTtuTh MoxX. OHa He yKJIOHSIack, @ Ha000pOT, cTasna 0oJjiee arpecCUBHOM. ATakoBaTh Oe3pacCcyqHo
00Br9HO OBII0 6B cCamMoyOuiicTBOM, HO KaTapuHa Gblyia BHIHYKIEHA YKIIOHSTHCS OT €r0 aTak, BMECTO
TOT0 YTOOBI leNiaTh CBOU COOCTBEHHbIE. ITO UMEJIO CMBICII, IOTOMY YTO CYIIEeCTBO He OBUIO 0COOEHHO
OpicTpeIM. TeM He MeHee, eil T0TpeboBaI0Ch HEKOTOPOe YCUIKe, YTOObl HalTH OTBEPCTHE...

Xoi#iT moGezkan BIPaBo OT BXOOA B MeIepy, Iie 3aMeTHI JABYX IPUOIMKAUIUXCS BONTKOB. OOuH OB
ropaspo O5uxKe, 4eM OPYToH, II09TOMY OH ABUHYJICS HaBcTpeuy. OH He XOTeJl CpaXkaThCs [IBa Ha
omuH. Bonk ToXe, Ka3alock, C paflocThio Opocuics K HeMy. Korma oHM 0OKa3anuch Ha HeOOIbIIOM
PACCTOSTHUM OPYT OT APYra, XOUT YKPEIWI CBOIO MMO3UIINI0, 3aMaXHYBIITKCh TOIIOPOM IIPSIMO B
T'PYOHYIO KIETKY CylnecTBa. Ero Tomop morpy3usicst Ha BCIO IJIMHY JIE3BUS, BOH3UBIUIUCH B CEP/IIE
cyurecTBa. XOUT BUEII, YTO CHejaIu CTPeibl AHTOHA, BOH3UBIIHNECS B €TI0 MO3T - IPAKTHYECKU
HUYETO, - HO BCe PaBHO OBII HEMHOT'0 00€CKypazKeH, KOrfa CyIIeCTBO CKPYTHIIOCE, Kycas ¥ Lapamnas
ero KOT'TSIMH, KaK OyITO OHO He BEIKPYYMBAJIO CBOM MCKOJIOTEIE pebpa.

Co Bcel cumo, Ha KOTOPYIO OH ObIII crioco0eH, XOUT yoapui HOroM o pebpaM CyIIecTBa, TOJIKas ero
MaJblile ¥ ODHOBPEMEHHO BEIIEPTHBas CBOH TOIMOpP. MIHOBEHHE CIYCTS CYIIECTBO MOTHSIOCH Ha
HOTH, ¥ XOTSI OHO BHITJIIZIEIIO CJIeTKa HEYCTOMYUBEIM, IIOCKOJIbKY HEKOTOPHIE €r0 CTPYKTYPHEIE OTIOPHI
OB pa3pylleHsl, 9T0 OblIa ellle ganeko He cMepTh. Korma oHO cHOBa OPOCHUIIOCH K HEMY, XOUT
HAIIeNTUJICS Ha OPYTYIO Ie/b. TaKTHKa C yOoapaMu [0 KOHEYHOCTSIM IIPOTUBHUKA PEeNKo OblTa
ontuManbHOU. Ecnu y Xo#Ta Gbls1a BO3MOXKHOCTE OTPYOUTH KOMY-TO PYKY, HE MOT JI OH OTPYOUTH
eMy royioBy? OH IOCMOTPEJT Ha IIIel0 CyILIecTBa. B 9ToM ciy4ae... OH He MOT.

Ho pmaxe ecnu OH HE MOT OTPYOUTH r0I0BY, XOUT HalIle] BO3MOXKHOCTh 3aMaXHYThCS Ha IIepefHee
wiedo. TonmuHa HOrM GbITa, BEPOSITHO, CAHTUMETPOB [IECATH, @ YyTh HUXKE IJIeda JOCTUTala
IBaguaTh. ITO OBIJIO Y2Ke MHOTOBATO AJISl pa3MEPOB €ro TOIOpa - OH He OblJI 0€3yMHO OTPOMHBIM, a
CKOpee NIPaKTUYHLIM B IJIaHe Beca ¥ pa3Mepa. [ G0IbIIMHCTBA Belel 9TOro OBUI0 JOCTaTOYHO... a
[I7IS1 OCTaJIbHOTO €T'0 SHEPTUs MOrIJla KOMIEHCUPOBaTh 9T0. HeGoblnoe paciuperre SHeprun C
KaXXIOU CTOPOHEHI, U, YKJIOHUBIINCH OT aTaku, OH COesas 3aMax. TBepaas KOCTh U TOJICTas
MYCKyJIaTypa 3aMeJJIUJIU er0 yaap, HO OH IPOGMI KOHEYHOCTh HaCKBO3b. OH MOT 0XKUAATh, YTO
CYIIECTBO YMPET OT ITIOKA UM yIafeT 0T 601X, HO BMECTO 3TOT'0 OHO IIPOCTO ITPOMOJIZKAJIO MTBITAThCS



aTakoBaTh ero. OMHaKo, HECMOTPS HAa TO, YTO €My OBbIJIO BCE PAaBHO, YTO OH IIOTEPSIT HOTY, OHA BCe
erne OblTa Hy2KHA eMy /7151 OTIOpHL. [[pyro¥ 1amoi OHO He MOTJIO 3aMaxHYThCS Ha HETO0, T03TOMY
OTPAHUYUIIOCH YKYCAMH.

CoBeplIeHHO CIy4YalHO B IOKMCKaX PYTOro BEIXOAa XOUT OTOLIEN OT yIaBlleld KOHEUHOCTU. XOTS OH
3HaJI, YTO 3TO CTPAHHOE CYILIECTBO, OH [yMaJl, YTO OHO HUYEro He CAesaeT... HO OHO IIPOM0IXKao
[UKO JepraTthCs. bosblle, yeM MpocTo 6ecropsA0oUHbIe IONEePTUBaHus, XOTS U He OoJiee
abdexTuBHEE. YeM OBl HU OBITM 3TH IITYKH, II0X0XKE, OH HEe MOT CTPOUTh HUKAKUX IIPENN0NI0XKEeHNH.

[Toxa Xo#T HaHOCHUT HEOOJIBIINE yAapHl 10 HOTE CyIeCTBa, ©30eras ero Ype3BbYaliHO ATHHHBIX
3y0oB, 0H obomresn ero c6oky. OH MOAyMas O TOM, YTO, BO3MOXKHO, BMECTO 3a[HEH JIallkl eMy CIIeAyeT
HAHEeCTH y[ap I10 I'oJI0Be, TaK Kak rojioBa Oblyla 04eHb Ha30umuBou. OOHAKO, Ipexkae YeM OH CMOT
HaUTU BO3MOXKHOCTB, YaCTh MXa Ha CYLIEeCTBe BEICTPEIUjIa B ero CTOPOHY. Ero sHepretuyeckas
3alMTa 0CTaHOBUIIA €ro, HO OH yuenuscd. AX. OH 3HaJl 0 TaKUX Beljax. B KaKkoM-TO CMEICIIE 3TO
CYILIECTBO He OTJINYalOoCh OT CEBEPHOr0 MOI3y4Yero raga, Ho ObIJI0O Topas3fo arpeccuBHee. XO0Ts TO,
YTO OH IyMaJl, 4YTO 3HaeT 00 9TOM, Ha CaMOM [eJie He UMeJI0 3HaUeHUs, II0TOMY 4TO "pa3pyOuTh Ha
KYCKU U He 3arphI3Th" OBIIO y2Ke J0CTaTOYHO.

KpyXwuTh BOKPYT TBapu OBITIO0 HECIOKHO, II0KA OH OB TOTOB K CIIOpPaM, ¥ eMy He HYKHO OBUIO
TPATUTh Ha 3TO SHEPTHUI0. 3aTeM, IUIIUBIIKACE OOHON 3aJHEHN JIaIlbl, BOJIK TIOJTHOCTHIO TIOTEPSIT
paBHOBecue. Kak pa3 BoBpeMsi, YTOOH €ro HaCTUTJIa BTOPas.

[TepepyOuTH BOMYBIO JIAITy OBIIO CIMIIKOM CJIOKHO [Jis1 AHTOHA ¥ €r0 YMEPEeHHOTO 0 pa3MepaM
TOTIOpA. Y HEero OBIJIO TOCTATOYHO CHUJIBI, HO He ObIJIO Beca, KOTOPHIM mo6aBuio Ok 00jiee KpymHOe
opyxwue. K ToMy ke, OH ellle He HCIIBITAJ CBOI0 MaKCUMasnbHy0 cuny. OgHaKo y AHTOHA Oblya umes
nosyuire. Jlaxe ecimu 6bI OH MOT CHEaTh TO XK€ caMoe, YTO U XOUT, OH OBl IPEeAIoYes HEMHOTO
6obire 3¢pGHeKTUBHOCTH.

Kaszanocs, cyuiecTBa He CIAIIKOM 3a00TUIUCEH O CBOMX TeJlaX, HO, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHU BCe PaBHO UX
ucnosb3oBanu. He3aBuCcUMO OT TOTO, KakKasi CUja yIpaBiisiia UMH, OHU [TOIXKHEI ObIIA UMETh
oInpefeieHHyI0 CTPYKTYpy. Ecny AHTOH ITpaBUIbHO ITIOMHWJI, CyX0XKUJINEe Ha HOTe OJIXKHO OBITh
IIPOCTO... TaM.

Ecnu GBI OH XOTeJ IIPEYBEIUYUTD CBOE MAaCTEPCTBO, OH MOT OBl OITYCTUTD Ty YacCTh, I'le OH OBIT B
3akanke [yxa u cpaxascs cO CJIelbIM BOJIKOM, HO OH Ilepepe3asl CyX0Xuaue, a 3aTeM ellle OOHO Ha
npyrou nepenHel Hore. OH mogyMars o ToM, 4TOOH IepepyOuTh U OPyrHe HOTH, HO BMECTO 3TOTO
OTCTYIIXJ Ha3af. KakuM-To 00pa3oM CyIeCcTBO YMyAPSI0Ch XpOMaTh, faxe HeCMOTPS Ha
IOBPeXeHMs. BHYTpH HEro myIbCHPOBaia SHEPTH... HO OHO OBIIO elre 60jiee HEYKIIOKUM, YeM
pansIe. [I0CKONMBKY UM BCE PaBHO IMIPUAETCS UMETh OEeJI0 CO CIIOPaMHu... OH OTCTYIIWI Ha3afd 1
BEICTpeNuL. [10 OHOM CTpesie B KaXAbIM U3 TPeX y4aCcTKOB MXa, KOTOPBIe OH MOT BuieTh. OHU
B30PBaJIUCh TaK ke, KakK U B ciny4dae ¢ KaTapuHo, HO 0OH He OBLI [OCTAaTOYHO 6JIM3K0, YTOOH OHU
nckanu ero. Ha camoM fere, OHH, Ka3alioCh, BO3BPaAIlaauch 00paTHO IO IIYTH CTPEJIbl, laXke KOTfa OH
n3ruban ux, 4To0Hl yIapuTh 10 CTOPOHaM. ITO UMEJIO CMBICH - CIe[loBaTh 3a 9Heprueu. Korga mox
3aCoX, BOJIK B KOHIIe KOHIIOB ITIepecTall OBUTaThCH.



AHTOH IIOCMOTpEJI, He Hy2KHa JIi ITOMOIIb OCTAJIbHBEIM, @ 3aTeM IIOCMOTPEJI, HeT K elle Koro. 1o
KpaliHel Mepe, He 6JIM3K0, XOTs €My IT0Ka3a0Ch, YTO OH CJIbIIIAJ 0OJIbIe YeThIpeX Bomiei. Eciu Obr
OHM TIOTOPOIUIIMCh, TO CMOTJIA OBl YUTH [I0 TOT'0, KaK MOSIBSATCS HOBble. OOHAKO OCTaBAJICS elle
BOIIPOC O YeJI0OBeKe, KOTOPOro oHH yTammuu. OH He JyMal, YTO BCe IIPOIIIO0 Il HUX XOPOIIo, HO, II0
KpaiHel Mepe, OHM MOTJIX ObITh ITOXOPOHEHH C TOCTOUMHCTBOM.
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