3BYK TOPOIUIMBBIX CAIIOT, XPYCTSLIUX JTUCThSIMH, ITAJIKaMH ¥ IOIECKOM, HAIIOIHSIII JIeC BMECTE CO
3BYKOM TSIXKEJIbIX JIaml. XOUT I'Ty00KO OBIIIAJ, CTAPasiCh COXPAHUTE YCTOMYUBHIM PUTM, XOTS €T0
JIeTKue ropenu. ber ¢ BoJKaMu, HAaCTYMAIOIIMMHU €My Ha MSTKU, He JOCTaBJISII eMy VIOBOIbCTBUS, HO,
110 KpaitHey Mepe, oHU 1OOyxKaanu ero 6exars ele ORICTpee.

YecTHO roBopsi, XOUT Hacnaxmaasncs Okl BCEM 3TUM, eClid Okl HE OTIACHOCTH AJIst ce0s U TeX, KOT0 OH
TIBITAJICS CIIAaCTH. [IOBOOUTH CBOE TEJIO [0 IIpefesia pafy KyIbTUBAIIUU OBIIIO TPEKPACHBIM YYBCTBOM...
10 KpalHe# Mepe, IIOTOM, KOTfla OH BRI3TIOPOBEET. B MaHHEIM MOMEHT XKKeHHe B JIeTKUX ¥ 00JIb B
MBIIIIAX OBIJTM CAMBIM Xy[AIINM. XOUT TaKxKe He MOT CKa3aTh, YTO €My HPaBUTCS, KaK OH MUCTOIIAeT
CBOM 3anackl sHepruu. OH MOT IIPUHATH TOJIBKO CTOJIBKO MPUPOJHOM SHEPTUHU, U OHA He yCleBasa 3a
HUM.

OH He oOpalay BHUMaHKS Ha BOJIKOB IM03aAu cebsi, TaK KaK, OTJISIOLIBAsICh Ha3ajl, OH MOT IIPOCTO
CIIOTKHYTBCS, KOTHa ABUrascs Buepen. OHU IIyMeNIHu JOCTaTOYHO I'POMKO, X OH 3HaJ, YTO OHH, 110
KpaliHel Mepe, Ha HECKOJIbKO IIaroB mo3aau. [Ioka HUYTO He 3aMe[JIsiyio ero ABUXKEHHUT...

Ho, KoHEYHO Xe, Iec He T03BOIKII OBl eMy IeHCTBOBATh TakK MPOCTO. Ero 3aMeTwT OTpOMHEIH KabaH,
¥ OH He 0XKHJaJl, YTO MPOoHaeT He3aMeuyeHHRIM. OHAaKO0, KakK U OOJNBITMHCTBO CYLIECTB B JIECY, OH OB
arpeccuBeH. OH HaGPOCUIICS Ha HETO CIIePeH, a C3aau - BOJIKHU.

[TomymaB HECKOJIBKO MI'HOBEHHUM, CMOXKET JIM OH YKJIOHUTHCS OT Hero, 0COOEHHO eCJId Y4eCThb, YTO
BOJIKH PACIIOJIOKHUIIUCH IT0 00e CTOPOHHI 110331 Hero, oH BriOpas 6oree mpsmoii nyTs. OH He MOT
OBITH YBEPEH, YTO 3TO CpaboTaeT, MoKa He 1monpobyeT. KynbTUBaTOPH, BEPOSITHO, MOMKHEI OBITH
IPUHUMATH TyYIlHe PelIeHus, YeM OObIYHbIEe TI0OU, HO XOUT 3HaJI, YTO Ha CAaMOM [eJie OHU ITPOCTO
IPUHUMAIOT PeleHus, 001agasi CIoCOOHOCTHIO BOCCTAHABIMBATHCS MOCTIE OIMUOOK... CITH TOTBKO 3TH
ournOKY He ObIIM CIIMIIKOM OOJIBIITHMH.

OH npopomxkan 6exkaTh Ha KabaHa, KOTOPHIM OBLT TaK 2Ke BHICOK, KakK ¥ OH caM. [IBafIiaTh 1Iaros.
HecsaTs maroB. [14Th maros, ¥ KabaH OMYCTUII TOJIOBY. KITBIKK OBISIM OCTAaTOYHO AJIMHHBIMHU, YTOOHI
IIPOTKHYTh €70 CHU3Y OT TPYOHOM KIIETKHU OO YeNTOCTU. XOUT MPuOaBUl CKOPOCTD, CIeNaB 1ar
BIIEpe[, a 3aTeM IPBITHYJ. HeBEICOKO... HO IOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOH! 3aleMUThCS HOTOM 3a MOpay KabaHa,
KOTJa OH BCKUABIBAJ T'OJIOBY.

Ero ronoBa, KyBHpPKasich B BO3yXe, Bpe3ajiach B BETKU CBePXy. XOUT 3HaJ, 4TO 0 G0JIbIlel 4acTu
COXpaHseT MOCTYIIaTeNIbHOE ABUKEHUE, HO IILITAJNICSI COPHEHTUPOBATLCS O Ipu3eMieHus. Bo BpeMs
OTHOCHTEJIbHO JIETKOTO ITPe0BIBaHMS B BO3OyXe B TeUeHHEe HECKOJIbKUX CeKYH]I, T0Ka OH OBbLIT BBEPX
HOTaMU, eMy T10Ka3aJl0Ch, UTO OH BUUT Ky4dy, COCTOSIIYIO U3 KabaHa U BOIKOB. XOTS JI€CHbBIE
CyIIeCTBa, Ka3ayuoch, ObUIM 00JIbllle 3aMHTEPECOBAHbl B HallafleHUH Ha JIIOel, IPSIMOe CTOJIKHOBEHHE,
II0X0Ke, MOTJIO IepPepPacTy B HaCTOSAIMINN KOH(MIIUKT.

3a HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUH [I0 TOTO, KaK yIacTh Ha 3eMJII0, TPOOMBasiCh CKBO3b BETKH, XOUT CyMel
BRIIPSIMUTHCS. Kora OH yIian Ha 3eMJIo, TO IlepeKaTusics, 00epHyB S3HEPTUI0 BOKPYT ce0s U
IIPeBPaTUBIINCH B Imap. OH coOupascs nepeKaTuThCS TOIbKO OOUH pa3, HO IIePeBEPHYJICS 110
MeHbllIel Mepe OIXUHY pa3. Tonop 3auenuncs 3a 4To-TO, peMEHb II0PBAJICs, HO OH IOHSAJICS Ha
HOTHY U NIPOAOJIKUI ABUKeHue. OH MOT JOCTaTh €ro M03XKe - UJIM 3aMeHUTh. JIiofel Hellb3s ObLI0
3aMeHUTh. OcoOeHHO TakuX, Kak AHTOH. OCTalbHBIE TOXKE ObIIU B OPSAMKE... HO 3TOT CTapuK ObL



YeM-TO 0COOeHHBIM. U1 OeJi0 He TOJIBKO B €TI0 TaJlaHTe KYJIbTHUBAIIHNH.

O npopomxkan 0exkaTh.

Xo#T OBITT YBEPEH, UTO TOT (PAKT, YTO OH TEMepPh IMOYTH He BUOUT, He OB XOPOIIUM 3HAaKOM. Ero
3peHue Cy3uJIoCch 00 HeOOJIBIIOTO TYHHENS Neper HUM. Ero ierkue mpocTo OHEMENH, U OH OBLI
YBEPEH, YTO 3aMe[JISIeTCSI U UTO HEKOTOPhIE MBIIIITH B €70 HOTaxX IIPOCTO He paboTatoT. TpygHO OBIIO
CKa3aTh, IBUTAETCS JIU OH ellle, U3-3a U3MEeHEeHUSs NePCIeKTHUBH. Ero HOru mpooKay MbITaThCs
IBUTAThLCS, MaXKe KOTMa Ha ero IjIeyo jeria pyka.

"HyxHa nomop?"

[onioc moueMy-To IOKa3ascs 3HaKOMBIM. JIuIo... 661710 Hepa3nuyuMo. "...TacToH..." X0oUT cymen
IIOJABUTH IJIOTOK Bo3ayxa: "AHTOH..." Brinu nu y Hero BooO1e nierkue? OH yXKe He ObLT yBepeH.
"...3BepuHbIA poii..." OH OBITT YBepeH, YTO JOJIXKEeH OBbIJT IPOU3HECTH 0oIbIle C1oB. M CTOSTh
BEPTUKAJIBHO.

[Touemy oH nexan Ha 00ky? [1o KpaitHell Mepe, IepeBbs ABUTanuch. Ho Korfia OHY MOpenesnd U MO3T
XoiiTa CymMesn BOCCTaHOBUTD ITOf00Ke TOHUMAaHUS, OH IIOHSJI, YTO OHU UAYT HE B TY CTOPOHY. ITO
ObLIIO BHE Jleca, COBEPLIEHHO B IPOTUBOIOJIOKHOM HalpaBIieHUH OT AHTOHA U OCTabHBIX. TYCTOH
HaXOOWIICA TaK [ajleKo OT LieHTpa Tepputopuu OpheHa, Kak TOJIbKO MOXKeT OBITh JajeKo OT Hero, 3a
MCKJIIOYEHUEeM TIIyXO0To Jieca.

"Her... gppyroro nyTu..." npobopmoran Xour. "Tak..."

I[TTu1l - maxe KPYIHBIX - OBITIO JIETKO YOUTH, €CJIU MOACTh B HUX. [IepBble HECKOJIBKO OBITHA MTPOCTHIMH.
AHTOH OTCJIeXKHBAJ UX IBUKEHUS U JIETKO IIYCKaJl B HUX CTPesy. Teso umu KphUIhs - He UMEJI0
3HaueHus. B mo0oM criydyae OHU Mafanu, ¥ 3eMys He Oblla K HUM fo0pa. OgHaKo 1Mociie HeCKOJIbKUX
TIEPBHIX BBICTPEJIOB XUITHUKY Hada Iy 0CO3HABaTh CBOIO CMEPTHOCTh. OHU yMenu OBICTPO
TI0BOPAYUBATHCS, faXKe MUKUPOBATDH UJIM CTPEMUTEIBHO B3JIETATh, ECITU UM 3TO ObII0 HYKHO. OH MOT
IIepeHaIpPaBiIsiTh CBOM CTPEJIH JINIIb Ha OMpeae/ieHHOe PAaCCTOSHUE, a X ObIIO CITUIIKOM MHOTO,
YTOOBI COCPEIOTOYUTHCS Ha YHUUTOXKEHUHU TOJIBKO OTHOTO.

Bce cTaso eme cinoxHee, KOTIa OHHM HAaCTUTJIA €TI0 B €r0 IOJIOXKEHWH Ha BePIIHHE CUJIOCHOM OalllHu,
BOH3as B HETO KOT'TH U KJTIOBEL. OH ITOJTy4HIT HEKOTOPHIN IIPAKTUYECKUM OIBIT YKIIOHEHUS B TECHOM
npocTpaHcTBe. OH 3HaJ, YTO MOXKET IIPOCTO YIIacTh BHU3, ¥, BO3MOXKHO, 3TO OblyI0 ObI Oe30macHee
miist Hero camoro. OH Mor OBl TPOJOJIKATh OTOMBATLCS OT XUIIHUKOB, TIOKA OHU Halagaayd Ha
XUTeJel mepeBHHU, o0ecreyrBast CBOI 0€30IMaCHOCTD 3a CUeT xkuTesei TycToHa.

Ho, xoHeuHO, oH He Mor. X0Ts 9T0 OblJIa He ero fIepeBHs, OHU BCe PaBHO Oblx MogbMu. OHU OBLIH
dbepMepaMu, Ky3HellaMu, OakanelInuKamMy, TKadyaMi... TIogbMu. OHU He 3aClIyKKWBaIud CMEPTH.



Oco0GeHHO He [IJIsI CTaphKa. B ero MEIC/ISIX MeIbKHYJIa MEIC/Ih O TOM, YTO HEKOTOPhIE U3 XKUTEJIeH
nepeBHHU [IyHTAaHHOH M €r0 CeMbs HaXOMsTCs B padcTBe. OH XOTeJI CIIaCTH ¥ UX, HO Y HEero He XBaTajlo
cui. OH IPOCTO He MOT MO3BOJIUThL cebe BEIOPATh 4TO-TO OoJjiee moporoe ajis ceOsi BMEeCTO HaCTOSIIHX,
peasibHbIX XXU3HeH, KOTOPEe OH MOT OBl CIIaCTH. M HUYTO He TOBOPHIIO, YTO OH He MOXKEeT CHelaTh U
TO, ¥ gpyroe. OH MPOCTO HONKEH GBI XKUTh.

KpoBb cTeKkasa 1o ero meke. ['MraHTCKHe KOTTH XUIIHUKA ObIIM JOCTATOYHO OCTPBIMU, YTOORI
IIPOPBATh €TI0 YHEPTHUI0, Ka3asock, 663 0coObIx ycumuit. OH MOT COCPENOTOYUTLCS Ha KaKOM-TO OTHOM
y4acTKe, YTOOHI 3alUTUTh €r0, HO 3TO OCTABJISJIO OTKPHITHIM BCE OCTaIbHOE Tejio. Torma Takou
MaJIeHbKUH T0Pe3 IPeBpaIIlaCs B NI, BOH3AIOIIUNCS B TOJIIOBY UM ILJIEYO.

CaMbIM BaXXHBIM 17151 AHTOHA OBIJIO ITPedyragaTh ABUXKEHUS BparoB. Ha Imar Bmepenu... 4eCTHO
TOBOPS, OH He 3HaJl, KaK KTO-TO JOJI2KeH OBII ITOHSTh, 0 Y4eM TaM TOBOPHUTCS. IIOHSATH, YTO CHeIaeT
TBOM Bpar UM BO3MOXKHEBIE Bparu B OyayiieM, OblJI0 He Tak-To IpocTo. Ho AHTOH OBLI yBEepeH, YTO I10
KpaliHel Mepe cTaperiirHa KceHust 3HaeT, Kak 9TO COenaTh. B CBOUX eMOHCTPALUAX OHa
HaBepHSKa CpaXKajlachb C HEBUAMMBIMU IPOTUBHUKaMU. U He C OMHUM, MOHSAI AHTOH II0CTie
HEKOTOPOro pa3gymbs. OH MOMBITAJNICSA CAENNaTh TO Ke CaMoe... ¥, BO3MOXKHO, 3Ta IIpaKTUKa
TI03BOJIKJIA €My YCTOSITh Ha HOrax u u36exkaTth 00Jbined yacTu onmacHOCTU. OH He MOT CKa3aTh, YTO y
Hero ecTh fjaxe IIePBLHIY YPOBeHb NoHMMaHuA "lllar Brepen"”, HO OH 4yBCTBOBAJI OIIpEfEJIEHHOE
ITOKakIBaHME OT Iporpecca.

Bcnomuunacs ellle ofjHa Belllb, KOTOPYIO chaenana crapenmuHa Kcenus. OH He Bcerpa ycreBa
HATSHYTH JIYK, HO CTpesibl [lyxa ObLIM BCETO JIUIIL OCTPHIMU KOJIIOIIUME OPYAUSIMHU, CO3IaHHBIMU U3
sHepruu. OHU HOCTATOYHO XOPOIIIO AENCTBOBAIM U 0€3 JTyKa, ¥ eMy He HYKHO OBIJIO II03BOJISATh UM
paccerBaThCsd. OH BOH3UJI CTPETYy B OOHOTO U3 XUIIHUKOB - BEPOSATHO, OPJia, HO y HETO He ObIJI0
BpeMeHH HabogaTh 3a HUM TaK IIPUCTAJIbHO, - 3aCTABUB €0 YKIIOHUTHLCS. 3aTEM OH ITYCTHUIT TY XKe
CTpesy B APYT'yI0, HaXOAUBILYIOCS B HECKOIBKKX MeTpax OT HEro, UCIOIb3ys HEIIOIHYI0 3aTSIXKKY, C
MEHBIIEN CUJION, HO C HOCTATOYHOM CKOPOCTHIO.

I10KWHA KPYIHBIX MITAL] YMEHBUIUIACH [0 TIOIYAI0XKWHEL, TPH, ABE... HO OOHA ocTaiiack. Ha camom
ielie OHA BUCeJIa Jasiblile, KpyzKa BOKPYTr AHTOHa U HaOmomas 3a HuM. OHa u3Iy4asa SHepruio,
yKa3sblBasl Ha TO, 4YTO 3TO Maruyeckuil 3Bepb. Korpma oHo mopseTesno K HeMy, AHTOH YBUJIEII, YTO OHO
HaOMpaeT CKOPOCTh He TOJILKO 3@ CUET XJIONaHbsl KPHUIhEB. BOJIHEL BeTpa CIUTIOUIMBAIN PaCTEHUS
BHHU3Y, KOTfla oH aBurajcs. OH efiBa yCIie] YBePHYThCS OT KOTTEH, IIBITABIINXCS ITPOH3UTh €T0
TOJIOBY.

AHTOH BEepHYJICS B IIeHTP OyHKepa, YTOOR UMETh BO3MOXKHOCTb YKJIOHSTHCS BO BCEX HAIPaBIIEHUSX.
OH ycmen BHIIYCTUTh OOHY CTPEIy B 3Beps, KOrMa TOT pa3BOPAYUBaJICs, HO TOT TaK XKe CTPEMUTENILHO
BEpHYJICS K HeMy. ETo cTperna OTKIOHUIIACh OT KPHIJIA - BIIEPBEIE OH He TI0Tall B HETO - U eMy
TIPUILTIOCH YIIaCTh Ha CIMHY, YTOOH MONACThb Mo NTUIly. CTPeNsTh U3 MOJI0XKEHUS JiezKa OBIJI0 COBCEM
He ONITUMAJIbHO, HO 3TO 3aCTABUJIO IITUITY OTKJIIOHUTLCS MTPU BO3BPAIEHUU U a0 EMYy BpeMs BCTATh.
OnHako AHTOHY OBINIO SICHO, YTO OH yCTaJl, @ Maru4ecKuit 3Bepb MIPOCTO IIPUBHIK K €TI0 ABUKEHUSIM.
Ecnu ToNbKO 3Beph HE OTBJIEKCS, OH COMHEBAJICS, YTO CMOXKET HaHEeCTU eMy CUJIbHBEIY yOap... a
MEHBIINY He TPOOBET €ro 3alUTHYI0 SHEPTHUI0 U YAUBUTENILHO IIPOYHEIE MTePhsi. 3B€Pb B3BUIICS
BOKPYT, ¥ AHTOH IIOUyBCTBOBaJI, KAK OH COCPEIOTOUMIICS JJIs MOIIHOW aTaKH.

OpHako y OTUI ObUTH ¥ citabble MecTa. Haxe IIPpHU pa3MepPax 3TOro CymeCTBa, OHO, BEPOATHO, OBLIO He



TsIKeee AHTOHA. BO3MOXKHO, OH HE CMOT OBl YBEPHYTHCS, HO peasibHasl CUja yaapoB, TOKa OH
u30eras KOrtei... OH Mor OBl BeIIepKaTh. Y eciii oH menasn Tako# BEIOOP, TO OB paf, YTO U3ydar
3onoTrie [Jocnexu. B aToM He 6b1JI0 HUUETr0 0COOEHHO TTTy00KOTr0, HO 3HaTh, KaK 3aKPENUTh CBOIO
SHepruio B 60Jiee IPOYHBIN 3ALTUTHLIM CJIOHM, OBIIO BechbMa I01e3H0. HyKHO ObIIO TOJIBKO OBITH
TOTOBBIM IIPUHSTD YOAP ¥ MOTPATUTh SHEPTHUIO Ha TEXHUKY.

AHTOH IIPUTOTOBUJI CBOM JTyK, KOT{a MITHLIA [TOAJIeTeNIa K HEMY, BHITSIHYB KOTTH. 9TO ObLT 1CTPe6?
BronmHe Bo3MoxkHO. B mo06oM criydae, "fcTpebuHble T1a3a" MO3BOISANINA €My COCPENOTOYUTHCS Ha
IBUKEHUY ITHUIBI, HE3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, eCThb iU ¥ Hee UMs. K ToMy ke, leTUTh BHUMaHUE MeXOY
ctpenamu [lyxa ¥ 30710TOM OpOHEHN OBIIIO CIUIIKOM HaKJIaAHO... I03TOMY OH [OCTaJl OfNHY U3
HEMHOTHUX OCTaBIIUXCS (pusndeckux ctpein. OHa Bce elre Oblla 4OCTaTOYHO yCUIeHa ero
coOCTBEHHOM 9HEPTUEH.

Ctperna mojeTena B CTOPOHY 00IbIIOr0 sicTpeba, BOH3UBIIKUCH B €T0 TPYOb Ha ATUHY Masbia. ITOro
0110 OB TOCTATOYHO [i719 60ee MEIKUX 3Bepel, HO ScTpebd HeBO3MYTUMO IIPOM0IKall CBOe
nBUKeHHe. AHTOH Ha0IIoa, KakK KOTTH HAIIPABIISIOTCS MPSIMO K HeMy. B caMblil mocieHUi MOMEHT
OH HAKJIOHUJI CBOE TeJI0 U YK IO CTPAHHBIM yriioM. KOrTH IlapamHy/y 10 ero pyKe, OCTaBUB
KPOBABYIO PaHy [axke IIPH B3TJISIAE Ha 3alUIIeHHY0 30JI0TBIMU JOCIIeXaMid KOHEYHOCTh.

AHTOH TOTHSI PYKY, YK ¥ TETUBY BOKPYT HOT'H, IIOMHUMASICh TaK BLICOKO, KaK TOJIKO MOT, 3al[elIHB
HOTYy. UMIyJbC cyiiecTBa COMI ero C HOT - ¥ C CHJIOCA - HO OH CXBATHJICS 3a KPBIJIO APYTO¥ PYKOH.
3aTeM OH 3aKPYyXKUJCH, Mafas Ha 3eMi0. OH mepeMeCcTHIICS TaK, YTOOB ITPU3EMITUTHCS Ha GOJIBIIYI0
IITHAIY BCEM CBOMM BECOM, U IIOCJI€ CTOJTKHOBEHUS IIOYTH IIPOBOPHO OTKATHUJICS B CTOPOHY. BosbImas
nTHIla OblJIa HE COBCEM MEPTBA, HO I0JIbie KOCTH IITHITH He BhIIepKasiy OBl TAKOTO IOJIBUTA, JaxkKe
ecny OBl 9Ta MTHUIA OblJla MAarM4eCcKuM 3BepeM. 3aKaJIeHHBIe KOCTH CaMoro AHTOHA efiBa NepKaIkuCh
mocJie yoapa. M XoTs nTulla yxke HUKOIIa He CMOXKeT JIeTaTh, AHTOH 00HaPYKMII, YTO €0Ba MOXKET
UOTH, ero 9HePTus UCCSAKIIA. A Briepenu OvUIH elre 3BepH. Jlaxke HECKOIBKO HOPMaJIbHBIX BOTKOB
MO OBl CBAJIUTH €TO.

IaXke Korfla OH Hay4aJ JKaJeTh, YTO He Hadasl 3aHUMaThCS KyJIbTUBAPOBAHUEM PaHblle U He BTIHYI
Tumodes u KatapruHy B caM0oyOuiCTBEHHYIO MUCCHIO... €r0 I'jla3a yCTpeMunIuch B Hebo. 1o Kakou-To
IpUYUHEe eMy I10Ka3aJoCh, YTO OH yBHUMEI OTPOMHEIN I'J1a3, CMOTPSILINY Ha HEr0 CBepXy BHU3. AHTOH
He ObUT yBePeH, BEPUT JIX OH B OOTOB... ¥ YK TOUHO He AyMaJl, 4YTO KyJIbTUBATOPE NENCTBUTEIEHO
CTaHOBSTCS 6oraMy, KaK CYUTAJIA HEKOTOPHIE... HO TJla3 3aCTaBUJI €er0 IePECMOTPETh 3Ty
BO3MOXKHOCTb. MTHOBeHHE CIIyCTs He0O IIOTeMHEeJI0, ¥ BCSL 9HEePrus B OKpyTe Oblja CTIHyTa B
OTPOMHBIN KIyOSALMics BUXphb. [IpOUCXOOUIIO0 HEYTO MMOMCTUHE HETIOCTUXKUMOE [JIS1 HHIHEITHET 0
YPOBHS KyJIbTUBUPOBAHUS AHTOHA... ¥ OH HE MOT ITO3BOJIUTH cebe YIyCTUTh HU eIUHOTO MTHOBEHUS.
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