Kpemocts AHrerna, B MOTaiHOM KOMHaTe. B KOMHaTe CTOSINIM YeThIpe KpoBaTu. Ha KpoBaTsax
HEIOABUKHO JIeXKalli TPU 4esioBeKa. Eile oquH 4enoBeK CUAel Ha KPOBaTH U He JBUTaJICA. Y CIIbIIIaB
KPUKU CHapPyXKH, 3TOT YEJIOBEK, Ka3aJ0Ch, ITOy4YUJI KaKOU-TO curHai. Ero xkxecTkas 1ies cjierka
noBepHYy/ack. [Tokasanoch nmuilo 6e3 uepT. [loromok TeMbl! "TalitkoM HamacTh Ha MIPOXOJ ABYX
MupoB?" OH CTPaHHO pacCMesJICs, U U3 ero yCT BOPYT pa3fasics HesICHBIY rOJI0C. 3aTeM TpU
HEeTIOABUKHBIX YeJI0BeKa BAPYT CJieTKa MOIIeBeNIUINCh U BcTanu. Ha ux Tenax Oy G0mbIrie YepHbIe
ISITHA, OYEHb II0X0XKMe Ha CTapKKa C YePHBIMU MSATHAMHU, KOTOpPoro JIuHb CioaHb BUAEN PaHbIIE.
Opuako ux aypa Oviia ciabee, 4eM y CTapuKa C YePHBIMH IISITHAMH, ¥ Ha UX Tejax ObIIu
MyTHPOBaBIlINEe KOHEUYHOCTH. "[loeMTe, TOCMOTPUM, KTO IIOCMEET HallaCTh Ha IIPOXO0[ ABYX MUPOB",
- YCMEXHYJICSI TEMHOKOXKXUM My>KYWHA U BHIIIETT BIEPE.

Tpoe GecrnryMHO, KaK MaIlMHEL, TI0C/iefoBanu 3a HuM. C apyroi cTopoHsl JInHb CloaHb U IBOE OPYTHUX
yke BOexKasu B KPeIloCTh aHTeJIoB. 3a HUMHU TI0CcjiefioBajia 0oJibiasi IpyIa 3aK/II0UeHHbIX, 1 OHU
TOXKe OPOCUIIACH BHYTPh. YOUNCTBEHHbIE KPUKHU COTPsicaly HeOOo 1 3eMJIi0. BCsi KPerocTh aHTesloB
Oplna 3a7MTa KPOBBIO M OTHEM. Korga 3akmioueHHbIE BOPBAIUCh BHYTPb, MHOTHE MacTepa 00eBHIX
UCKyccTB Apmuu CriaceHus elre OTabIxasu. [Jaxke Ha FOPOMICKOM CTeHe OBIIO He TaK MHOTO
CTpaXHUKOB. HUKTO He oxwuman, uTo u3 Kpenmoctu AHrena, Kotopas Obllia o4yeHb Oe30macHa mjIs
Apmuu Criacenusi, mpuberyt cnocobnsle monu! Kpome Toro, 60IbIIMHCTBO BHICIINX YHHOBHUKOB
OOmmecTBa cniaceHus ObIIO 3BaKyHMPOBAHO, ¥ OHU BCTYIUIN B OecrpelieieHTHYI0 CXBAaTKy CO
CTPOUTEIbHLIM OTHIeTIOM M ApKTu4YecKoi apmueit. B Kpemoctu AHresna mouTu He OBIIO
BBEICOKOKJIACCHBIX O0EBBIX CHIL.

BerpeTusmucsk ¢ JIuab CloaHeM U OBYMS APYTUMH BOMHAMU, OHY OBITM B ITAHUKE M MOTJIA TOJIBKO
HEeTPepPBIBHO OTCTyHaTh. JIuHb CI0aHb ¥ IBOE IPYTUX BOUHOB OLICTPO IMPOIBUTAIMCH BIEPE[, U BCKOPe
OHM OBINTA YK€ B THICSTYE METPOB OT BO3BHIIIAIOIIET0CS CBETOBOT0 CTOI0a. OCTaBIIMeCs CTPaXku
KpenocTtu AHrena coOpanuch 3mech ¥ 00pa30BaIu IOCIETHION JIMHII 000POHEL. MHOTHE
3aK/TIOYEHHEIE, CTPAMlaBIIMe OT KOPPO3UK TEMHBIX 3JIEMEHTOB, TaKXKe epXKajll B pyKax Opyxkue u
SAPOCTHO IIPOTHUBOCTOAIN 3TUM CTPaAXKHUKaAM. CpOK 2KW3HU 3TUX 3aKJIIIOYEHHBIX 6bIJI YXKe Ha ucxofme.
OHu OBITM HACTOSIIIUMH PA300MHUKAMH, KaAXKIYLUIUMU TOIBKO MecTH. OXPaHHUKH TOT'O XK€ YPOBHS,
€CTeCTBeHHO, He ObIIM UM MPOTHBHUKaMU. "He oxkwupmas, 4To Bce OymeT Tak riamko", - Hegoymesan E
FOowumo. f0e00000vO0.cO0 "He moxkeT ObITh, uT0OR y OO1mecTBa CriaceHus: He OBIJIO 3a1TaCHOTO
ny1aHa. bynb octopoxkeH", - JIunp CroaHb BBIPa3ujl OCTOPOXKHOCTb.

Haxe eciu 061 O6mecTBo CriaceHus IOIMIIO Ha 3axBaT McToka Mops CTuxuii, OHH, CKOpee BCero,
OCTaBUJIK OBl JOCTAaTOYHO BLICOKOKJIACCHOM 00€BOM CUJIBI, YTOOB OXPaHATh KpenocTh AHrena. JIMHb
Croanb He BepuJ, yTo O6mecTBo CriaceHUsI OKazKeTCs HaCTOJBKO IJIYIIBIM, YTO 3@ HUMH He Oy#eT
naxe 9-ro ypoBHs. "Kak ¥ 0XKHUAAI0Ch OT 3€MJITHIHA, 0 KOTOPOM IIOMHUT faXKe PaBUTeNb. A ThI
coBceM ppyroi". U3 maneko GaurHy pa3faics XPUILIbIH U HETIPUSITHEIN rojoc. 3pauky JIuab CloaHs
CY3UJIUCh, ¥ OH ITOCMOTpeJI Ha cobeceqHuKa. ITO ObII0 aOCOTIOTHO YepHOe Oe3IUKOoe CYIIeCTBO. ITO
ObLn TeMHBIM TOTOMOK! "W TeMHEIN moTOMOK!" - Koo Hampsrcs. [Jaxe cambli c1a0blid TEMHBIN
I0TOMOK o61apan cunoi 10-ro ypoBHS. A u3 HUX Tpoux TojbKo E FOII0 MOT BpeMEeHHO
neMoHCTpupoBaTth cuiny 10-ro ypoBHs. Ho ecnu oH ucuepnaert fefsHyro sHepruto Ckas, TO CHOBa
ynageT o 8-ro ypoBHS. "JIuHb Cl0aHb, TH MOXKEITh TOPAUTHCS COO0M".

"Ha 9Toit IaHeTe He TaK MHOTO JIIOfIed, HOCTOMHEIX TOTO, YTOOH O HMX ITOMHMIT BlagblKa MOPCKHUX
ryOuH. TH - OOWH U3 HUX". HETPOMKO CKa3as TeMHbIN. [To3amu HETo 6ECUTYyMHO OSIBUIUCH TPU
Gurypsl, 6BICTPO TIEPEMEIIAIOIIeCcs C TOMOIIbI0 TeHel. JInHb CloaHb OCTABAJICS CIIOKOWHBIM. JIMHB
CroaHb He Tepsisl CIIOKOMCTBHUS, TaK KaK YyBCTBOBAJI UX IAThI0 OpraHaMu 4yBCTB. "Tpu nmapa3uta
TEMHOTO 3JIEMEeHTa, [eBAThIM YPOBEHb, Y4eTBEPTHIM yPoBeHb". mogyMan JIuas Croans. "Ha camom
fieJie, BCe, 4TO THI CAeliall, HanpacHo. KpermocTe AHresna He HyK[aeTCs B TaKOM KOJINYeCTBe
OXPaHHUKOB. MeHs ofHOr0 OyfeT JocTaTouyHo, 4To0w! 3amuTuTh ee". free(JJ0J0v0.Jo[] ATOT TeMHEIH
IIOTOMOK, Ka3aj10Ch, ObITT 04eHb yBepeH B cebe. OH 6e33aCTEHYHMBO CMESIJICS, He TPUHUMAasi HUKOTO



Bcepne3. JIunb CloaHb HaxMypuiacs. MoxkeT ObITh, OH 00/1afasl KaKMM-TO MOIITHEIM YOUNCTBEHHEIM
npueMoM? VHaue OTKy[a Takas yBepeHHOCTh. "HauneM!" TeMHEIM IOTOMOK B3MaxXHyJ1 PyKOu. Bopyr
OSIBUNIUCH TpU Gurypsl. JInabs CioaHb HampsArcs BceM TeoM. OH yxe OBIT TOTOB.

HezaBucumo ot Toro, OymeT nu Apyras CTOPOHA IIPOBOAUTH BHE3AITHYIO aTaKy UM HET, OH CMOXKET
CpearupoBaTh B [IepBbl MOMeHT. OIHAKO ero NpeAnooXeHre 0Ka3aloCch HeBepHEIM. Tpu napa3uTta
TEMHOTO 3JIeMeHTa He OPOCUINCH K HUM. BMecTo 3TOro OHU cpa3y IPHTHYIN B IPOXOM MEeXAY IByMS
mupamu. OHU He BbI3Ba/IM HUKAKOW psA0M B IIPOX0fe, AuaMeTp KOTOPOT0 COCTABIISAI HECKOJIBKO COTEH
MeTpoB. OHU OBIJIK TTOX0KY Ha HEIIPUMETHHIX 010X, KOTOPHIX ITPOCTO pa3faBuiu. Ho B crenyioliee
MT'HOBEHUE IIPOX0H, KOTOPHIM BCE 3TO BPeMs OCTABaJICA CTaOUIIbHEIM, BAPYT HAayall CUJIbHO TPSCTHUCH.
9T0 OBIJIO TOX0KE Ha BEAPO C KUTISIIEeH ropsiveii Bomoi! 2KUOKOCTh BHYTPHU MOTJIa BEHIIIJIECHYTHCS B
mo60 MOMeHT. [ITOTHOCTh TEMHBIX 3JIEMEHTOB B BO3/IyXe TaKkKe pocja C yXKacaloleld CKOPOCThIO!
[TepBEIME DIOCTpafanu cTpaXXxHUKU Kpenoctu AHrena, KOTOpble HaXOOWINCh ONIKKe BCETO K IIPOXONY
B IIapCTBO. "Ax!" BHe3allHO 3aKpuyall CaMblii BHYTPEeHHUH cTpaxk. OcTanbHble BOMHB 00€PHYJIUCS.
OHu OBINIK NIOTPSICEHH], YBUAEB, YTO Ha CIIMHY CTpaXKa yIaja Kaljisd TeMHOT0 3JIeMeHTa.

Ero Temno OBICTPO IIpeTepIesio BCeBO3MOXKHEIE CTPaHHbIE n3MeHeHUs. I3 ero pebep BEIpOCIia PyKa,
oxoxasl Ha JeTCKyH. [locTelneHHO U3MEHUIIOCH [T0JI0KEeHUe I'/1a3 U Hoca. OXpaHHUK 3aKpuyal U
Opocuics K CTOSIIUM PSIOOM C HUM oM. "CracuTte MeHs, ciacute MeHs!" HaxoguBIiuecs psmoM C
HUM MacTepa 60eBbIX KCKYCCTB OBIJIM IO CMEPTH HaIyTaHH. "Opo3us TeMHoro anemMeHTa! He
TporaiTe ero!" kpudanu 60eBbie MacTepa Apmuu CriaceHus U YKIIOHSIUCE. JII0qu, TOBePrIInecs
9pO3UM TEMHOI'O 3JIEMEHTA, [IPEeTePIeBaii BCEBO3MOKHEIE U3MEHEHUS B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT
COBMECTHMOCTH UX TEJI C TEMHEIM 3JIeMeHTOM. EC/Ii COBMECTUMOCTH Obllla BEICOKOM, TO OHU MOTJIH
CTabUTM3UPOBATHCS ¥ CTAHOBUIIMCH IIOX0KKUMY Ha CTapHKa C YEPHBIMU ISITHAMM, OTYETO UX CHUJIa
pe3Ko Bo3pacTana. Eciu ke cOBMeCTUMOCTH Obllla HU3KOM, TO OHU IIPOAOJIKAJIA MyTUPOBATh.
OOGBIYHO Y JTIofelt ObUTM KPUBHIE T'J1a3a, KPHUBHIE PTHL U IJIMHHBEIE PYKH 1107 peOpaMu.
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