Bosb GBIIA CTOMB CHJIBHA, YTO Ka3aJI0Ch, OYATO BCE TEJI0 PA3pPHIBAETCS Ha YacTU. Bepa MpPHOTKPHLT
CBOM I'J1a3a.

- Ax...
V3 ero pra BEIpBAJICS CyXO#, MPOXKAIIUHN I'0JI0C, KOTOPHIH, Ka3aloCch, MOT 000pBaThLCS B 1000

MOMEHT.

OH 4yyBCTBOBAJI OCTPYIO I'OJIOBHYIO 00JIb. B yirtax otgaBasics ckpexeT. Kamu Bogwl cTeKau 110 KOXKe,
ycunuBasi AUCKOMMOPT M KaxK[bli BAOX OTHABaJICS HEBHIHOCUMOM 00JIbIO B I'PYOH, OT KOTOPOI,
Ka3aJIoCh, BHYTPEHHOCTH ObLIM TOTOBH BHIBEPHYTHCS Hau3HAHKY.

HerI/IF{THBIe OMyIleHus 1 TeJIO B XyJIuIeM CBOeEM COCTOSHUMN.

"qro npoucxogut?' [Tocne sTux MbIciei, Bepa cierka noBepHy IOJI0BY U OCMOTPEJICS.

- 9TO0...

Bokpyr TemHoO.

BHy'TpI/I OO0Ma, COAEJIaHHOTI'0 U3 Ky4H, aKKYPATHO CIIOZKEHHEBIX JOCOK, BOOAaA IIPOCa4YrBalaCh HACKBO3b,
IIOTOMY KdK COOPYyZXKEeHHne He 3alllUIllaJi0, KaK ClIegyeT OT HOXKIOA U BeTpa.

YTo KacaeTcs BHYTpPeHHEro yOpaHCTBa, TO 30eCh OBIIM HECKOIBKO CJI0eB U3HOIIEHHON TKaHM U Iapa
JIATYHHBIX MUCOK CO CJIeflaM{ P3KaBYMHHI Ha HUX.

ITo cTeHaM moOnI3NMHM YEePHEIE XKYKH, a C KPBIIIK CTE€KaJlla I'PA3b.

3aTXIIBII BO3MYyX, U KaXKeTCA, NMEHHO U3 3a HUX OH CJIbIIIAJI CKPEXKET.

Bepa CpPa3y 0CO3HaJ, roge OH HaXOOUuJICS.

...OH He MOT He 3HAThb.
- Tpy1100kHL.

MecToM, e OH OTKPBIT T'la3a ObIIH TPYIIOOE, TPO3BAHHEIE PAKOBOM OIYXOJIbI0 HMIIEPHH, TYT OH
POIUIICS U BEIPOC.

Tenepb, OrJIAgeBIINCh, OH 3aaaJICA BOIIPOCOM.

[Toyemy 4 3mecnh?

Bepa o6mymbIBas, KaKoBa ObllIa CUTyalus IIepes TeM, KakK OH IIOTEPsJI CO3HAHUE.



Bo3MmoxHO...

'IToMKHO OHITE... £ He BHIEepPKajl MPOKISTHS.'

To IIPOKIIATHE OBIIIO ClieJCTBHEM KdapPMEI, KOTOPYIO OH HAKOIIHJI 3a 3TU T'OOHI.

CmycTs Tpu rofa mocie youicTBa KOPOJIsi JEMOHOB, TePOU, YTO MEMJIEHHO CTUPAIM LTPAMbl BOMHBI,
TIPEANPUHSIN TONBITKY OYUIIEHUST CaMOT0 KOHTHHEHTa.

XoTsl OH M30 BCeX CUJI cTapaycs cbexkaTh OT HUX, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, eMY OBIJIO CYXKIeHO OBITh
IIPOKJISITHIM ¥ 0Ka3aThCsl HAa TPAHU CMEPTH.

OpHako, KakK Hu CTPaHHO, S HEe YYBCTBYIO S9HEPTHIO IIPOKIIATHUSA, YTO IIO2KKWPAJIO MEHA U3HYTPH.

Bce, 4TO OH MOT YyBCTBOBATL, TAK 3TO 0071b U PaHEBI, OCTaBIIHECHA OT moclneqHen OUTBHI.

Bepa TIIOIEBITAJICA BCIIOMHHUTE, II0YEMY OH Ji€XKall 3eCh 1 ITI04YEeMYy CHOBA II0IIAll B Tp}/'H.[O6BI, HO HE MOT
IIPUAOYMATh IIPDUYNH, IIO3TOMY OH BLI6pOCI/IJ'I BC€ MBICJIX U3 T'OJIOBEI B 3aKPLIJI I'JIa3a.

B mro6oM cnydae, Oymb OH CIIaCeH KaKUM-TO HOOPSKOM UK KEM-TO, KTO €To IpeciefoBa. B maHHEIH
MOMEHT, OH He B CHJIaX YTO-TU0O0 CHeaTh, TaK YTO HET CMEIC/Ia ¥ JyMaTh 00 3TOM.

9To0 MecCTo, Te OH HaXO[UTCS, JelCTBUTENIBHO YOOT0, OMHAKO MOBCIOAY YyBCTBOBAJIUCH CII€bl XKU3HHU.

He npofme’r MHOT'O BpEMEHH, IIPpexKae 9eM 1 CMOTy 060 BCceM CIIPDOCHUTH TOT'O, KTO 30€Ch KUBET.

A nmoTtoMy, Bepa nuilib 3aKphl rjla3a U IPUHSICSA XKAaTh. CIyCTs KaKoe-TO BpeMS OBEPD JIauyTH C
e TYKOM OTKPHIJIACh.

Bepa OTKDEIJI I'JIa3a Ha IIyM, X B3TJIAHYII Ha OBEDb.

ToT KTO BOIIIEI.
- ...XKeHIIurHa"?
910 OBlNa XKeHIMHA C OTBPATUTEILHEIM JIULIOM, OKyTaHHas B TOTEPTYIO, UCIIaYKaHHYI0 po0y, BCS

OTKpBITasA KOKa KOTOPOM Oblyia B IIpaMax OT 0XKOTOB.

Bemnble BOJIOCH, YTO BHICTYIIAIM M3 IIOJ KAITIOIIIOHA POOHI, ObIIM B TPSI3H, @ €e HOTU OBIJTM BHIMA3aHHI,
OynTo Obl OHa Bcerga xonuna 6e3 o0yBU.

W, moxoxke, 0OHa HUYETO HE BUENA. On Mor 5TO CKa3aTh II0 ee IMMOTYXIIHUM FOHY6BIM ri1a3aM | II0



TOMY, KaK OHa IIlJia, ITPUCJIIOHUBIINCE K CTEHE.

'"KT0 oHA?'

HOpaSMBICHI/IB HEMHOTIO, Bepa IIPHUCIIYIIAJICA K 3BEHSAIIEMY 3BYKY, UTO OH CJIBIIIAJI BCSIKMH pas3, Korga
OHa [eJjlalia Iiar.

"KnuHK."

9T0 OBIN 3BYK TPYIIETOCS OPYT O Apyra MeTasa.

YT0 3T0? MOHETHI? YKpalueHus?

Bepa Hayasn mepeyucssaTh Bely, IPUIIeAlIne eMy Ha YM U [OHSJI, YTO 3TO TOJILKO, KOTa OHa ceJla
Ha IIO0TI.

Ha 060xXeHHO# KOXKe XeHITUHbI CUSJIO TIAaTHHOBOE 0XKepeibe.

'9T0 yKpaiieHue?'

['ma3a Bepsl Cy3uUnucs.

9T0 OBITIO YKpallleHHe U3 OParolieHHOT0 MeTaJlla, KOTOPOoe He JOJIXKHO OBITh Y YeTOBeKa, KUBYIIIEr0 B
II0OJ0OHOM MecTe.

B TakoM cnydae, Bepa 3amomo3pui, 4To XKeHIIHHa Ipofasa ce0s B 00MeH Ha 0XKepeibe.

910 OBITIO0 0YEHD NTpaBAoNONoOHOE 3akiodyeHne. Cpefu TeX, KTO KUJI TOf00HO eMy, ObLII0 MHOTO
JII0fIel, TOTOBBIX 3aIJIATUTD 3a CTOJIb APArOIeHHYIO BEIIHITY.

I'naps Ha Hee, Bepa B3[OXHYI U MPUHSJICS BHUMAaTENIbHEE pacCMaTpUBaTh GOPMY 0XKepeslbs.

3T10 YKpallleHu e, I10CJie BHUMATEJIIBHOTO OCMOTPa, OBLTIO TEM, YTO 3HAJI, Jaxe KTO TO BpOOe Hero.

To 4TO BUCEIIO Ha ITee Y XKEHIIUHEI...

'‘Kpect Casitoro KopomnescTaa.'

KpecT nmaTuHOBOTO 11BETA, KOTOPEIM MOT'YT 06J1alaTh JIUIIE Te, KTO UMeeT BRICOYAUIIINI CTATyC B
CasatoMm KoposneBcTBe. 3TO UMEHHO OH.



'Tlogpenka...HeT.'

OH cpa3dy cMor pacIio3HaTh 9T0, 6y1arogaps 3HaHUSIM, HAKOIIJIEHHBIM 3@ 9TH TOMHL.

'OH melCTBUTENIbHO HACTOSIINHT.'

LleHHOCTD 9TOT0 KpecTa HersMepuMa. [IpocTo nMpopaB ux, Bh OyfeTe IpeciiefoBaThCsl BceM CBITHIM
Koponesctsom.

HepBaﬂ MBICJIb, YTO IIPHUIIIJIa €MY Ha YM, B TOM 4YTO 3Ta KEHIINHA N3 CesaToro KOpOJ’IeBCTBa.

[Toka OH Pa3MHIIIISII, B TOJI0Be Bepsl MenbKHYIa Gurypa.

'‘bensie Bomockl. Cnenas. [1maTUHOBRIM KpecT.'

[lero He B TOM, YTO HeJb3s ObIJI0 HAWTHU APYTHUX, KTO IOAMAAas OBl IIOM BHIIEOMHCAHHEIE KPUTEPHH,
HO II0 KaKMM-TO IpUYrHAM Bepa He MOT UTHOPUPOBATH MBIC/IM, YTO IPUILUIA MY Ha YM, OTYETO OH Ha
MT'HOBEHUE HallpSKeHHO B3TJISHYJ Ha Hee, a 3aTeM MATKO 00/113an Iyos.

- ...CBATad.

Pa3parncs xpunmslii romuoc.

TeJsio XXeHIIUHEI B3OPOTrHYJIO0 OT rojioca Bepel.

Teno Bepkl 3agpokao, u o TOMY, KaK IIONepPTrUBaiCh KOHUMKY €€ MaJlblieB, OH MPHUIIET K BEIBOMY,
YTO IIPaB.

Bepa yBumen, 4To CBSITast BHTIAOUT O0Jiee HAMPSIKEeHHON, 4eM paHbie. OHa TIOBEPHYJIa CBOIO TOIOBY
K HEMY ¥ IIPOU3HECIA.

- Tel OYHYyJICA?

'KpucTanbHO YHUCTHIH T0j10C.' ITO OBIIa TepBasi MBIC/Ib Bephl, MOCiIe TOro KakK OH YCIIBIIIA I'0JI0C
CBSITOH.

CasTasi, mpou3HecInas 3TH CJI0Ba, TIOCMOTpeia Ha Bepy u mombiTanack #300pa3uTh YTO-TO Ha JIHIIE,
OTYEro OHO HAIPSTIIOCh.

Crnensl OT 03KOT'0B MIPUYYAJIMBO MCKAXKAJKCh, CIIeys 3a MHIIIIaMU, HO Bepa 4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO 9TO



BhIPazKEHUE JIKIA NOJIKHO ObIIIO 0KAa3aThCS YIBIOKOM.

Tak Ka3amoch u3-3a aTMOCGhEPE BOKPYT Hee.

CIOKOWHBINA TOH, KOTOPHIH OH MOJKET CJIBIIIATh U TOIyOkRIe TJIa3a, CMOTPSIIHE IPSIMO B TBOEM
HAIlPaBIeHWHM, HaXKe eCc/I¥ OHU He CHOKYCHPOBAHEI. MEIIIIIIH JIKIA, KOTOPEIE, KA3aJIoCh, MEITAIMCh
TOTHSTE Kpas Iyo.

Bce 3T0, 110 Kakoi To IIPpUYHKHE, BEITJIAOEII0, KaK y'J'IBI6Ka IJIsL Bepbl.

Bepe IIpHUIIeN B TOJIOBY BOIIPOC, IIOKA OH CMOTPEJI Ha OTBPATUTEJIbHOE JINIIO, BUOHEBIIEECA U3 T10]
IIOHOIIIEHHOM p06bI B ObIPax.

- ...91 cnwimman, TH oruba.

CBsiTast He CMOIJIa TIEPeXUTD nocnegHe OuTBE ¢ KoponeM [JemoHoB. 3 3a TOT0, HACKOJIBKO 3TO
ObLIM TPOMKME HOBOCTH, Bepa Cibllan o HUX.

B TakoM ciydae, moYeMy OHa, KTO OBIIenpu3HaHHa MEPTBOH, 34eCh?

Korga Bepa 3agai 3TOT BOIIPOC, CBATAs yNIbIOHYIaCh ¥ UTPHUBO OTBETHIIA.

- Ecin peds 0 CBSITOM, TO 3TO IIpaBaa, OHa JIefICTBI/ITeJIbHO MEpPTBa.

- Torma 4yTo Hacuet TeOA?

- A s - mpocTo GemHas u3 TPYIOO.

3TO CJI0BO, BHIIIEIIEE 13 e YCT, OBIJIO MCKAXKEHOo, HO Bepa CMOT IIOHATH €ro 3Ha4YeHus.

- ...IloxopoHsI, cocTosiBirecs B CBAToM KoposyieBcTBe ObITM HEHACTOSIIUMU.

- Tl HEe MOXKeIllb TOBOPUTD, YTO OHU HEHaCTOsIIKe. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO IIpaBaa, YTO CBATAs U3
Casartoro KoponescTBa MepTBa.

Korpa cBsiTasg 3T0 mpou3Hecsa, OHa BHTSHYJa CBOIO PYKY ¥ Ioriaguiia Bepy mo rpynu.

Cpa3sy mocye 3Toro CTOH BHIpPBaJICS 30 pTa Beprl. M3 3a TOT0 4TO pyKa CBSTOM MPOIILIa 1o pedpy,
PaHEHHOMY TYIIBIM OPYKUEM.

- Aprxx...!

- OueHb 00JILHO?



Bepa CXKall 3}76131 1 CBHPEIIO ITOCMOTPEJI Ha CBATYIO.

'He mmoka3sniBaii cBoel cinabocTu.'

[TockomnbKy Bepe mpuliia B TOIOBY 3Ta MBICTTb M OH IMIPOLOJIKUII MOJTYATh, CBSATAS HAKJIOHWIIA K HEMY
TOJIOBY, CHOBA ITPOBEISI PYKOM II0 €T0 TEIy.

- ITepBas oMo Obly1a 0Ka3aHa, HO... Tebe Bce ellle IPUAETCS 3alepKaThCs 37eCh Ha HEKOTOPOe
BpeMs. ITO MOXKeT OBITh HEYH00HO, HO ITOXKasyicTa Habepuch TepIeHUs.

Tonoc, nonHbIH 6ecniokoiicTBa. OH BbI3Bal ¥ Bephl HACTOPOKEHHOCTE.

'KakoBEI ee HaMepeHus?'
He noxoxe, 4TO OHa OXOTUJIACh 38 HUM.

OmHaKo, TJISAS Ha CBATYIO ceiyac, B TOJIOBY IPUXOMHIIO MHOXKECTBO BOIIPOCOB, HA KOTOPHIE 5T HE MOT'Y
OaTh SICHOTO OTBETA.

[Touemy cBsiTas xkuBa? IloueMy OHa 3[eCh U B TAKOM COCTOSIHUU? Kak OHa Halllla MeHs U 3HaeT iU
OHa 0 ero HacTOALeX JTUYHOCTU?

[Toka B ero royioBe MpOHOCHUINCEH GecUncIeHHbIE BOIPOCH, Bepa CMOTpes Ha CBSITYIO, PEIINB, YTO
TIOJIyYUT Ha HUX OTBETHI OUH 3a APYTHUM.

- 9TO THI CHsJIa IPOKJIATHE?

- K cuacTeio, S B COCTOSSHHHU CHENIATh 3TO.
9T0 OBLTI OTYACTH IIOJIOKUTEILHEIN OTBET.

- C mOMOIIbI0 CUJILI CBSITOM?

- 3ab60T1wI ['ocmioma O6BII0 HOCTATOYHO.

Ha ee u3ypomoBaHHOM JHlle TIOSIBUTMCH CKIagKU. Bepa CMOT MOHSTh, YTO OHA yiabl0anach.

Bepa mocMoTpen Ha 9Ty yBIOKY U yIIes B pa3gyMbs, YCIbIIIaB CJI0BO "HOCTAaTOYHO."

9T0 OBIIIO TOTOMY, YTO OH 3HAJI HEMHOTO O CIIOCOOHOCTSIX CBSITOHM.

XoTsa IIPOKJIATHE HAJIOZKEHHOE Ha HETO OBIIIO ‘-Ipe:%BBI‘-IaI;IHO CHUJIbHBEIM, €CJIM 9TO CHMJIa CBSTOM, TO OHa



IoKHa Oblyla CHATE ero 0e3 yCUInii.

Y Tak, HET MPUYKH J00aBISITh CJIOBO "MOCTATOYHO".

Bepa, 3aMonuaBIIny Ha HEKOTOPOE BPeMs, CMOT IOHATh 3Ha4YeHMe CJIOB, CKa3aHHBIX CBATOMU, IIOCTIEe
He[OoJITUX Pa3MBIIIIeHUH.

- ...Y Tebs 3abpanu TBOIO CUTTY?

- F'oBOpPUTH, YTO OHA OBlNTa 3abpaHa, He COBCEM IpaBuIlbHO. OHa U He Oblla MOEH.

CBsTast mpofoIXKuia CIIOKOWHO TOBOPUTE C YIIBIOKOM Ha JIHIIE.

- 4 mpocTO BepHYyIa TO, YTO MHE OOJIKUIIH.

- Tel caMa OTKa3anack OT Hee?

- Temeps, Korma HET MPUYUH 00J1alaTh €10, 3TO ECTECTBEHHO.

Cmex BEIPBAJICA U30 PTa Bepr, B OTBET HaA TO, YTO OH YCJIBIIIAJI.

Ha HekoTOpHIE BOIIPOCH], KOTOPhIE ¥ HETO ObLIM, OBIT ITOJTyYEH OTBET.

'[TomKHO OBITH, OHA caMa HNHCII€EHHuPOBaJia CO6CTBeHHy1-O CMepr.I

He Bo3HuKano BOIIpOCa O TOM, 3a4€EM BCeE 3TO.

3T10 IIOTOMY, KdK BBl MO2KeTe JIETKO IIOJIYUYUTh OTBET, I''IAAA Hd €e MUPHO€e JIKUIIO.

- Te1, DOMXKHO OBITE, yCTana OT BOWHHI.

[Tocne cmeptu Koposs [IeMOHOB, ec/iu CBSiTasi OCTaBajiach OBl Ha CBOEH MO3UITMH, BECh KOHTUHEHT
oxBaTuJa OH ellle OfHA BOWHA 3a Hee.

[Touemy HeT? CoCOOHOCTH CBSTON TOTO CTOMUJIH.

CBsiTas JOJIXKHO OBITDH CTapaliaChb n306exkaTh 1'[0}:[06H0ﬂ CUTyallH, 1 pelieHue, K KOTOPOMY OHa
IIpunijia - 3TO NCYE3HYTh.

C TeM, Kak OH IIPOAOOJIZKaJlI CBOM MEICJIH, CBATAA 3aI'OBOPHIIA.

ToH OBLTI ClIerka IonaBIeHHBIHN.
- ...TBI MHOT'O 3HaeIllb.

- Tak THI coOupaenIbcs n36aBUTLCS OT MEHS??



Bepa IIPpOM3HEC 3TO U IIOCMOTPEI Ha CBATYIO.

Ero Temno ObIJI0 B XyAIIeM BO3MOXKHOM COCTOSTHUH. [laxe, eCJIu CBATas pelluia 3afyIuTh OBl ero
IIPSIMO ced4ac, OH ObI COBCEM HE CMOT CONPOTHUBIISITHCS.

...Ecu OBITH YECTHHIM, Y HETO HET BO3PaKeHU, ecyiu Obl OH yMep 3[eCh. ITO MPaBaa, YTO OH JKUJI
JKM3HBIO, 3aCITyKUBAOIIEH CMEPTH, U MOJOOHKIN HUKYEMHBIN KOHEll, OH U 0XKHuaal.

Bepa 3aKpPHIUJI I'JIa3a, IIoJIarasd, 4To ceifyac CBATas IIPOTAHET CBOU DYKHU K €TI0 IIee.

Ho B aTOT MOMEHT.

- Hezauewm.

CBsATas MpoH3HECHa 3TO.

Bepa HaxMypuIIcs U CHOBa OTKPEUI I71a3a. CBaTast Gkla BCe Tak JKe CIOKOMHA.

- [Touemy?

- A moyeMy TH gyMaellb, YTO 5 yObi0 TEOS?

- He Oymet nmu mpo6eMol, eclid KTO TO Y3HAET, UTO TH 30eCh?

- 4 mpocTo x04y, YTOOH! TH [IepKajl CBOM POT Ha 3aMKe.

- 49ro, ecnu g cobuparoch pacckal3aTh 00 3TOM?

- 910 OBIII0 OBI MPHUCKOPOHO.

Ee cnoBa Teknu, nomo6HO Boze. Bepa ellle pa3 mocMoTpes Ha ee BRIPaXKeHUe JINLA, HITasCh OHATh
ee HaMepeHHUs, HO He MOT HaTH HUKAKUX 3allellOK Ha JIUIle, TTOKPHITOM IIpaMaMy OT 0KOTOB.
[ToBucya THIMHA, ¥ KOTOa Bepa He momyunst OTBET IOCTIE HOITOT0 BPEMEHHU, CBSITas CHelaia

KOpOTKI/Iﬁ B300X, X IMIPOOOJIZKHUJIIA.

- Ycrmokoiics, Ha MaHHBIA MOMEHT, THl O4YeHb ciad.

- ThI 3HaeINb, KTO S U BCE eIlle OTHOCHUIIILCA KO MHE XOPOIIIo?
- A 9 moyXHa 3HATh, KTO THI?

- Briso GBI HEMmIT0x0. Pa3Be Thl HUKOTA HEe 3adyMbIBalach, UTO YEeJI0OBEK, CIIaCEHHBIN TOO0I0 CETOmHS,
MOKeT OBbITh JKeCTOKUM yOuiilieit, 4To OyoeT OTHUMATh JIIOICKUE XKU3HU 3aBTpa?



- 9T0 omedanuio OBl MEHS, HO ¥ MEeHSI HET CMEeJIOCTH OTBEPHYTHCS OT O0IBHOTO. BCe 4To 51 MOTy, Tak
9TO MOJIUTCSI, YTOOHI THI HE OKa3asics younuei.

[Tocrne mpor3HECEHHHBIX CI0B, Bepa cHOBa IMOYyBCTBOBAJI IIPUCTYII CMeXa, CMOTPS Ha CBSTYIO
ITPUCIIOHUBINYIOCS K CTEHE JTaYyTH.

CasiTas OTKHUHYJIACh Ha CIIMHY, B3siJIa B PYKH KPECT, CXKaJla €r0 KPEeIIKO W 3aKpPhIjia I'Jia3a.

KaxkeTcs, oHa MOJIMIACh.

Bepa, BHE3AIHO OIMIyTUBIIKN OCTPYI0 O0/Ib B XKUBOTe 0€3 KaKUX-TM00 Ha TO MPUYUH IIPHU BUIE €€
o0pasa, IPou3HEeC CapKaCTUYHOE 3aMeYaHue.

- CBgTas, TH OEHCTBUTEJIbHO OYeHb Ha0O0KHal.
- ...Pexne.
-4rto?

- MeHns 30ByT He cBsiTad, a Pene.

OHa Obl/Ta TAaKOM no6poﬁ 6OJ'IBHIYIO YaCTh BpEMEHH, 1 BCe XK€ BO3PaxKalld, KOr'la pe4db 3aX0HuJia O ee
NMEHH.

Bepa 3dKPHIJI I'ITa3d, AyMad O TOM, 4YTO CBATad ,B CaMOM [ejie, CTpaHHblﬁ YEJIOBEK.
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