CeBepsiHe OBUIM TOTOBH YOUTE BCeX KeJIe3HOPOXKAEHHBIX 10 IOCIeNHEero yejaoBeka. M Bce 9To mof
IPeJBONUTEILCTBOM [IBEHA[I[aTUIETHETO MalbyrKa 1o uMeHu ApbsiH Ctapk. K ToMy BpeMeHHU, Korga
BeltioH MpeKIOHUTT KOJIEHO, DYPOH yKe cOexkas, 3Has, 4To TalBuH OymeT ero uckatb. Ho JypoH
cTas yBaxaTb ApbsiHa CTapKa 3a ero 6e3xanocTHOCTh. M3 rmynoctu beltnoHa OH MOHSI, YTO
2Kene3HOpoXgeHHLIE HE MOTYT B OOUHOYKY IPOTUBOCTOATL 00bequHEHHOM Moy Bectepoca. M
HY2KHO OBIJIO HEeYTO 00JIblilee, HACTOIBKO MOIIHOE, YTOOB YHUYTOXKATh apMUU. B 1morckKax Takoiu
CHUJIBI JYPOH MOOBIBaI BO MHOTHMX MecTax 0T KBapTa o Acmiasi. Bce oHY yKa3bIBaliu eMy Ha OTHO
MecTo. Banmupus. [I[peBHUM TOPON, KOTOPHIA Terneps ObI 0OpeyeH.

WTak, oOH Hampasisaiacsd B Banupuio B IOMCKaxX eJUHCTBEHHOM BeIld, KOTOpas MOXKET IIOMOYb €My B
3aBOeBaHUU BecTepoca u coenath ero ypoOHOM YKPOTUTENb APaKOHOB. OH 3aXBaTUJI HECKOJIBKUX
KOJIIYHOB M3 KBapTa ¥ HECKONIBKUX XKpeloB P'ximopa. OH ux meITasn, 4ToOb Te OHU HAaKOHEI] CIa/IiCh
eMy. Temepsb y HETo OBIJIM 3HAHUS O TOM, KaK IOJYyYUTh ApakoHa. CKOpO MUP 3aTPETeIIeT Iepey ero
MOTYII[ECTBOM.

Bopgueie cambl, [TopH

Hopan MapTes CHOBa CHLes Ha CBOeM 0OBIYHOM MeCTe U, Ka3ajioCh, Hac/laXkaaics THSIMHU, KOTOphIe
cranu fys Hero jierdye. O0epuH mepenan eMy JieKapcTBa, KOTophle fan ApbsiH. [lopaH Haval
IIPUHUMATh JIeKapCTBa, ¥ BCKOpPEe OTEeKH 1 00JIb B CyCTaBaX YMEHBIIUIUCH. XOTSI €70 COCTOSIHUE
0CTaBaJIOCh ITPEXKHUM, OH HacllaXkpaascs oTcyTcTBreM 6omu. OH 3Has, 4TO AOJKeH ObITh Oaromapex
3a J1eKapCTBa, HO er0 MCTUTENIBHEIM YM He AyMaj 00 9TOM.

Ha camom fienie ero MeICu OB 3aHSATH APYruM. Ero mouys BepHyIach u3 3Be3[onaza fiBa Mecsiia
Has3ay. OHa omucasna ApbsiHa C JOBOJIBHO MUIBIM. Ha OCHOBaHUM €€ CJIOB U TOTO, YTO OH 3HaJ U3
cOOCTBEHHBIX UCTOYHUKOB, OH CHeJall BBIBOJ, 4TO AphsiH CTapk GBI UTPOKOM. [IprieM JOBOJIBHO
XOPOIIMM UTPOKOM, SBIISTIOLUIMMCS OOHUM U3 CaMbIX BIIUSTENbHEIX JII0fel B Bectepoce.

XoTs Teneps y Hero OBUIO XOpolllee NMpefcTaBieHne 1 3HaHus 06 Apbsine CTapke, OH CTOJIKHYJICS C
HeKoU nmpobneMoit. Ero mian youTts Anbpuka [[3iiHa U B3Th €T0 HacegHUKA JIpHUKa B KaUecTBe
IIOMIONIEYHOr 0 B 3BE370Tajie II0TepIies I'PaHIUN03HYI0 Heygady. AJIbpUK OTIIPaBUJI CBOETr0 HacCllefHUKA
Ha CeBep BMeCTe CO CBOUM IINIEMSIHHAKOM APbIHOM B Ka4eCTBe IogonevyHoro daaapaa Crapka.
[TopaH He CMOT HUYeTro MPOTUB 3TOT0 NPEeANPUHATE. Teneps, faxe ecnu ['eponb CTaHET CTIOapAoM
noMa [leitHoB, 0e3 omobpenust dgnapaa CTapka OH He CMOXKET MPUHUMATh HUKAKHUX BaXKHBIX
petreHu#t. 3To cTana ans [JopaHa cepbe3HbIM yaapoM. Ho o 6bvin TepnenuB. OH 3HaJ, YTO €CIu
3aKpHIBAETCS OfHA IBEPD, TO BCKOPE OTKPOETCS Opyras, ¥ OH XKOaJl 3TOTO.

OT pa3MHIIIEHUH eT0 OTBIIEKIIO Ybe-TO oOpalrenre K Hemy. "IIpuHi [lopaH, s MPUIIETT IIOTOBOPUTH C
BaMHU O JOBOJILHO BaxKHOM fejie".

"Uto Takoe, Melictep Kaneorr? Kakue-Hubyab BaKHbIE HOBOCTU?" CIIOKOMHO cripocu JJopaH.
"9T0 KacaeTcs NpUHLIECCH ApUaHHb". HEPBHO OTBETHUI Kaneorr.

C nerkoi maHukou [JopaH cupocun: "4YTo HaTBOpHUJia MOSd OOYb?".

"V Heé pebeHOK". cKa3an KameorT.

"Yro?" cupocun [lopaH, OLIeT0OMIEHHBIMN.

"OHa HUKOTZIa He roBopusia MHe 06 3ToM. Ho s maBHO 3[ieCh U CIIYXKY C TeX I0p, KakK Ballla MaTh,



npuHilecca Jlope3sa, mpasumna [lopaoM. OHa cTpafgaeT OT YTPEHHEe! TOIIHOTH, a TakXkKe 0T APYTUX
3a00J1eBaHU, CBOMCTBEHHBIX OepeMeHHBIM XKeHIrHaM. OT OOHOM U3 CITyKaHOK s TaK¥Ke y3Hall, 4T
y Hee He ObIJIO KPOBH ITOC/IeqHUE OBa Mecsia. OTciofa s ceian BEIBOJ, YTO OHa 6epeMeHHa", -
0OBbSICHUJI CTapBI MEHCTED.

IIopaH IMOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK BHYTPH HET0 HapacTaeT SpocTh. Kak Moria ero coOCTBeHHAs [I0Yb TaK
TIOCTYIIUTh C HUM.

"XoTax". oOpaTuics OH K CBOEMY TeJIOXpPaHUTeN0. "3aBTpa MbI oTIpaBiseMcs B CoTHeUHOe Kombe".

OH OBITT B CBOUX ITOKJISIX U C HETEPIIEHNEM XKIal CBoo ApuaHHy. HakoHell, yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMst
ApuaHHa IIpHUIIUIa ¥, KaK 00BIYHO, 00HSJIa ero u moIesioBaja B IEKH.

"f ckyyasa 1o BaM, oTell". cKa3aja OHa.

"Pag BumeTh Tebs1, ApraHHa. Kak THI?" CIIPOCHUI OH.

"4 B mopsigke, oten. IloueMy BBl XOTeIU MeHs BULETh?" HEBUHHO CIpocuiia ApuaHHa.
"Pa3Be s He OBITT XOPOILIUM OTLIOM Ijist Te0sI, MOYb MOSI?" CIIPOCHII OH.

OHa ynuBIE€HHO MIOCMOTPEJIa Ha Hero: "YTo BH TaKoe TOBOPUTE, OTel?"

"IloyeMy ThI Tak IIOCTYIIXAJIa CO MHOU?" CIIDOCUJI OH CHOBA.

"4l He MoHMMAIO". IIOBTOPHUIIA OHA.

"Trl GepeMeHHa?" CIPOCUTT OH OTPLIBUCTHIM TOHOM.

OHa Ha MTHOBeHUe 3anHyjnachk. OH Hafesscs, 9YTo oHa OygeT Bce OTpullaTh. BMeCTo 3TOro oHa
crpocuna: "Kak Bel y3Hanmu?".

"T'mymasi eBYOHKa, THI JyMaJia, YTO CMOXKEIh I0JIT0 CKPBEIBATh YTO-TO Mog006H0e? O yeM Thl gyMasa?"
CEepPOUTO CIIPOCHUIT OH.

"XM. 3HauuT, MeicTep KaneoTT pacckasan Bama. Hamo oTgaTh eMy JOJIKHOE, OH y3HAI 0 MO
0epeMeHHOCTH [Jaxke HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO s K30 BCEX CHJI IIBITANIaCh CKPHITh 9TO OT HEro", -
IIpK3HaJIach OHA HACMEIIIHBO.

"C KeM THI Tpaxajach? KTo HeceT 3a 3TO OTBETCTBEHHOCTH?" cripocu [lopaH.
"Ecnu XOTHTe 3HATh, Mbl 3aHUMAJIKCh JIIOO0BBIO, @ HE TPaXasuCh, MUTIHIHM OTel". cKa3aa ApraHHa.

[To BpeMeHU OH AOTafascs, YToO 3TO MOT CHelaTh TOJIBKO OOUH 4YesioBeK. [109ToMy, 4TOOB yOeOuThCS
B 3TOM, OH CIIpocu: "IT0 OblT Manbuuk CTapk, He Tak au?".

"A 4TO, ecnu Tak?" BBI3BIBAIOLIE CIIPOCHUIA OHA.

"Tel HeMenyIeHHO n30aBuIIbcs OT pebeHKa. A morosopun yxe ¢ Kaneorroi". [lopaH 00bSIBUTI.
"¢l To4HO He CTaHy 3TOro fenaTh, oTel'. ApruaHHa BCTasa.

"THI MBITAEUILCS OIO30PUTH U cebst u [opH?", - cripocui [lopaH.



Ona HepBHO yneIOHYTAck: "Tloxkanyicrta, oTell. ITo [TopH. 3meck OBII0 JOCTAaTOYHO ITPUHIIECC,
KOTOPHIE poxkasu geTel no Opaka. M maBaiiTe He OymeM 3a0bIBaTh 0 BO3MOXKHOM peaknuu KpoBaBoro
Bosnka Ha cMepTh cBOEro pedeHKa".

[TopaH He MOTPYAUICS BO3pa3uTh. BMECTO 3TOr0 OH CIIOKOMHO CIPOCHUIL: "3a4yeM TH Cchenasa 9To,
OOo4p?"

"YTto06nI cOeKaTh OT CBOETO OTIIA", - MPHU3HaIach OHa.
OH BRITTISIOEN YOUBIEHHBIM. "[ToXKanyicTa, 00bsICHU, MOS loporas". CIIPOCHUI OH TTOKOPHO.

"¢l mymasa o BallleM OTHOIIEHUHX KO MHe. 2KeHIIMHBI MOET0 BO3pacTa BHIXOAAT 3aMyXK U 3aBOJAT
IeTel, a BB IPOCTO IPUBOAUTE CTaPHIX HCKOIAaeMBIX B KAUeCTBe MOTEeHIMATbHEIX KEeHUX0B. U BOT
oOHaX[H 1 0ObICKala 3Ty KOMHATY ¥ Hallllla B 3TOM CTOJIe oTakHoe oTaenenue". OHa yKa3asa Ha
cTon mepen [lopaHoM.

Bre3amnHo ero riasa pacmupunucs. '[loxanyiicTta, CKaxu, 4YTO Tl He Haluia 3T0'. OH B3MOJIUIICS.

"¢l mamna npeamoxenue o 6pake, KoTopoe Thl moanucain. C Buzepucom Taprapuenom". OHa
IIJIIOHYJIA.

"Kak THI y3Hasa?" CIIpOCHUII OH.
"9 ObIJIa B OTYASIHUU U MCKajla oTBeTH. Y 60rM moMoriu MHe". cKa3asla OHa.

Ona npopomxkuna: "[IopH AOCTATOYHO MOCTPafa OT MPUX0oTer TaprapueHoB. TeTda IMus KeCTOKO
moru6ina. [Toyuemy BH X0TUTe 00pedb MEHS Ha XKU3Hb C HUMU?"

"Y Hac omHa KpoBb, ApraHHa. B Halllnx Xulax Te4eT KPOBb APAKOHOB. Pa3Be ThHI HE X0Yelllb
OTOMCTUTH 3a JNHUI0?" CIIPOCUIT OH.

"4 mobumna TeTio Inuio, oTell. Ho 3TO He 3HAYUT, YTO 1 COOMPAIOCh MMOXKEPTBOBATh CBOEM XKU3HbBIO
pagy 3TOM MeCTH. ['JIymelil M1aH C Ballled CTOPOHHI. Kak Bel coOMpaeTech UATH IMPOTHUB OCTAJIBHBIX
CeMHU KOPOJIEBCTB B MOAAEPXKKY TaprapueHoB - yMa He IIPUNIOXKY", - CKa3ajla ApraHHa

"JIpBEI, OneHu, BoKu 1 BCe OCTabHBEIE CKOPO OYOYT cpaxaThCs APYT ¢ ApyroM. Korga oHM yCTaHYT
1 0CJIaOHYT, MBI OTOMCTHM". TBEPIO 3asBuUI [J0paH.

"W uTo Torma? Bl HamapmeTe Ha HUX? A eciiu OHM 00BbeIMHSITCS POTUB HAc?" CIIPOCHIa OHA. "Bh
3a0bIBaebe, YTO y KaXKAO0r0 U3 9TUX JIOMOB €CTh BETEPAHHBI U OMBITHEIE KOMAHANUPHI, KOTOPBIE MX
BO3TIABIAIOT. A KaK HacueT Hac?"

"TBoit msanst O6epuH MoBeeT HaluX". cKasan e [lopaH.

"Bl IyMaeTe, YTO ero OIBITa B TE€X CEJICBOPACKHUX ITOXOOAX JOCTATOYHO, YTOOB IPOTUBOCTOSTH MOIIU
OCTaJIbHBEIX CEMU KOPOJIEBCTB?" - cipocuyia ApiaHHa, HaCMeXascCh.

"IoctaToyHo! YOuparcs c rjia3 MOUX JoJI0i!" cKa3as OH, yCTaB CIIOPUTH C HEM.

"Ta, otet. Ho BB He MPUYMHUTE Bpema MoeMy peGeHKY", - 3asiBUJIa OHA, 00XBATUB PyKaMHU XKHUBOT, U
Me[IJIEHHO BBIIIA U3 KOMHATEL.

"MBI ellle TOCMOTPUM Hoporad”. moaymain IlopaH.



B 3TOT MOMEHT [iBeph OTKpPHINIAch, 1 Bomen OO6epuH.
"Bpart." cka3an oH, npuBeTcTBYyd KpacHoro 3mMes
"Kak MHOTO THI ychblman?" cupocun [lopaH.

"IocTaTo4yHO, 4TOOH 3HAThH, UTO MOIO IJIEMSHHUIY 06pioxaTun KpoBasriit Bonk. M 4To oHa y3Hasa o
BallIMX IIJTaHaX ¥ He I0BOJIbHA CBOMM MECTOM B 9TUX IytaHax'. OOepHH ONYyCTUIICS Ha CTYIL.

"Hapmeroch, THI Bce elre co MHoM, O0epuH?" crpocun ero JlopaH.

"4 ¢ Toboi, 6pat. Ho 51 TakKe [OMKEH COrIaCUThCS C JoBogaMu ApruaHHBEL. Ham HET HyXKOHl B COI03€e
¢ mpakoHamu. OHM OOCTaABUIIM HaM JOCTATOYHO CTpafdaHui. Mbl MOXKeM 3aK/II0YUTh COI03 C...", -
X0TeJl mocoBeToBaTh OOEepUH CBOEMY OparTy.

"XBaTtut. bosbie HU cioBa 00 aToM". cka3as [lopaH. " man Tebe TOMHKO OOHO 3alaHue - YOemUThCS,
4yTO ApraHHa OCTaHETCS IeBCTBEHHUIIEN" .

"B CBOIO 3alIUTy CKaXy, 4TO g 103ab0TUICS 0 TOM, YTOOH OHa Oblla TaKOBOM, KOT{la MBI IIOKHAAIA
3Be3pornap. [lomKHO OBITh, OHA YIIJIa OT HETo, Korfa Mbl BepHyuCch Ha CoJTHeYHOe KOIbe". OTBETHII
OGepuH. "KpoMe TOrO0, 1 AyMai, 4TO 3TO XOPOIIXY IIJIaH C ee CTOPOHHL. Teneps ¥ Hac eCTh IaHC
BHIZIATh €€ 3aMyX 3a ApbsgHa Ctapka. OgHO CJI0BO pereHTy Iamapay Ctapky, u nmouTeHHbM Hep
Crapk 1m0o3aboTUTCS 0 TOM, YTOOH €ro IJIEMSHHUK KEeHUJICS Ha XeHIIUHe, KOTOPYI0 OH 00ecyecTul.
U MBI IONTyYUM MOTYIIECTBEHHOI'O COIO3HUKA".

"KaxeTcs, B [IOCTIeIHEee BpeMs THl BEICTYyIaellb B I10/1b3y Boikos. [loueMy? ECTh 11 4TO-TO, 4YTO £
MOJKeH 3HaTh, OpaT?" crpocun [JopaH, Cy3uB Iia3a.

"¢ Bcerma BepeH Tebe, OpaT. [IpoCTO 3a 9TH TOIH 5 MOHSI, YTO CTAapKu He BUHOBATHI B TOM, YTO
CIIYYMIIOCH C Iuel U ee neTbMu. Kpome TOro, HeflaBHO S IPUAYMal Ciocod 4aCTUYHO OTOMCTHUTD
Jlannuctepam", - ckazan O0epuH.

"O 4yeM TH TOBOPHUINL?" cupocun JlopaH.
[MTogusBIICE CO cBoero MecTa, O6epuH yNBIOHYICS U cKa3am: "Thl y3Haelb 06 9TOM B CBoe BpeMs".
"He penau rinymocrtei". npegynpenun [lopaH.

"0, yBepsito Te6s1, 3TO He TIynocTh. ITo OymeT ycmex". 3aBepust ero O6epuH, Bexoasi. OTKPEIB IBEPH,
OH IIOBEPHYJICA U Ipenynpenun JopaHa: "He menan riaynocTed HacyeT ApraHHEBL. Thl IOTEPSELID ee,
Kak CBOIO XeHy Menmapuo".

OGepuH 3aXJI0IHYJ ABEPH U 0CTaBUJI [JopaHa B Pa3myMbsX.
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