— YT0 3TO 3HAYUT?

— IMoxanyicra, g yMonsio Tebs... XoTss Ol oquH pas... [loxkanyicTa, BO3bMU MEHS 3a PYKY.

KraHa 0TYasiHHO IPOTSIHY/Ia MHE PYKY.

Ee HEIHEITHUH BUI, Ka3aJI0Ch, COBIAMaI C TeM, KaKUM ObIT BO BpeMsi Moero McneiTanus. 5
BCIIOMHHUJI €€ PYKY, ©3yPOI0OBAaHHYIO IIOCJIE TOTO, KAK OHAa HECKOJIBKO pa3 yaapuia e Mo CTOMY.

[Tpu manbHEHIIEM 0CMOTPe ee pyKa Toxe Ovlna B Oecropsigke. Cyas o MsITHAM KPOBH,
pa3Ma3aHHBIM II0 TIOJTy U MMOPYYHSIM, OHA OOJIKHO OBITh I'Tie-TO pa3buia cebe PyKy.

— Yto Takoe? Th BITaeIbCS BECTU ce0s Kak pebeHOK MpsIMO ceryac?

— Ma... 51 6ymy BecTu cebs Kak peGeHoK... T03TOMY, T0KAJYUCTa. ..



Moe cepfilie IpOTHYIIO, KOTAa g yBUAel, Kak KiaHa oT4assHHO yMOJISIEeT MeHSI CBOMM [IPOKalliM
TEJIOM, HO S PEIIUTENIbHO CTUCHYII 3yOhl U MOMBITANICS OTHOCUTLCS K HEW XOIOTHO.

BBITT TONBKO OOMH CIIy4ai, KOTAa 5 YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO KOJIEOIIIOCh TaK CUJIBHO, ¥ 3TO OBITIO B Hadase
IpenbIoylield BpeMeHHOU Kakl. f moarai, 94To TO, YTO S YBUIEN CIOMJIEeHHYI0 Gurypy KnaHse B
VicnbiTaHuY, OEVCTBUTENIBHO CUIBHO [IOBIUAIO HA MEHS.

— Bboxe MOH, 4TO BHI IBOE [I€JIa€TE 37I€Ch OOHU?

[Toka st Kojyebarsics, g yCIbIIal Yei-To rojioc, CMeIIaHHBIN C OTTEHKOM CMeXa, 30BYIIXi Hac.

— WMnepaTopcKkas puHIiecca?

Korpga g youBneHHO 00epHYJICS Ha rojoc, s yBupen [lepByio MMnepckyio [IpuHIileccy, CTOSIIYI0 TaM
C yNIbIOKOY Ha JIHIIE.



— ITaBait mo6oTaeM MUHYTKY?

— ... Koneuso.

[TpuHSB ee MpUTTIAIIeHNE IJIS TUYHOU Oecemsl, 1 00epHyIIcsa U yBuaen KiaHy, TOPOIIUBO
IIBITAIOIIYIOCST BCTATh Ha HOTH.

— 2Knu 3mecs.

— MxM.

KiiaHa Ha MrHOBEHME OCTaHOBHUJIACh, @ 3aTEM IIPOCTO ITIOXHYJIaCh Ha 3€MJII0, YCJIbIIIaB MO
XOJIOMHBIN MPUKAa3.

— ... [1dd



[TepBasi UMmnepckas [IpuHIlecca u3nana TUXUM CMEIIOK, Kak OynTo oHa 60bllle He MOTJIa
COepXKuBaTh CMeX, a 3aTeM 0e33a00THLIMY IIIaTaMHU HaIllPpaBUJIACh K IBEPH.

— Yro 310 BOpYT ceryac? Pa3Be TH yKe He 3aKOHYMIIa CBOU [ejla CO MHOM, KOTJa Mbl BCTPETUIIUCH
B KOMHATe paHblle?

— O... MHe IpoCTO 3aX0TEJIOChH ellle pa3 MOXBalIUTh TeOs, KOoraa g yCIbllIalia, Kak Ta AeByIIKa
crasachk.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB MBI 0Ka3aJIiCh B yEOUHEHHOM KOPUIOPE, U 5 CIIOKOWHO Habmoman, Kak IlepBas
HWwmnepckas [IpuHIlecca CHOBa MOBEPHYJIACh KO MHE JIULIOM.

— Opeii... 1o mpaBze roBops, s NeMCTBUTENILHO He OXuana oT Te0s MHOToro. f fyMara, 94To faxe
Tebe OyHeT TPyAHO CJIOMUTH 3Ty BOJIEBYIO JEBYIIKY.

— Ox?

— 4 6r171a GBI OBOJIBHA, HAXKe eCJid OBl ThI TOJIBKO MeIIasl e# cOoKy, HO... (!



l'IepBa;{ I/IMHepCKaH HpI/IHuecca, Ka3aJIOCh, HaClaXKaJlaCh CHTyaHHeﬁ, KOrga CHOBa
Pacxox0oTalacCsk. 3aTeM OHa MOJI0XKHUIIa PYKY MHE€ Ha IIJIe40 U IIPOIIeIlTalida.

— 4 HUKOT[a He AyMasa, YTO Thl CMOXKEIIh IIOJTHOCTEIO IOTYUHUTE ce0e 3Ty HEIOCIYIIHYIO
[eBYIIKY, KOTOpPas MOCTOSTHHO Oblla MHE 3aHO30H B 3aIHULIE.

Yronku ee ry6 IPUIIONHSIIUACDH B yIIHIOKE.

— OHa YIIOPHO U 37100HO CMOTpe€JIa Ha MeHsI, HEe 3Hasd CBOETr0 MeCTa CHOBaA X CHOBaA. TeM He MeHee,
IMogyMaTh TOJIBKO, YTO S YBHXKY, KdK 3Tad JEBYIIKaA GYI[eT OPO2XKATh OT TBOUX IIPUKA30B, KAdK
IMoCHnyIHasa co0aka... 3To OBIJIO JeHCTBUTEIIBHO BOJIHYIOIIIE€€ 3PETnIIe.

— ... Crmacu6o 3a mmoxsarny.

— Hraxk, g cupoury Tebs, ®peii... YTo TH IyMaellb 0 TOM, YTOOBI CTaTh MOUM?

— a, ... YTo TH TOJBKO YTO CKa3aaa?



bl paCCedHHO OTBE€4YaJll Ha €€ BOIIPOCHI, BIIyCKas €€ CJIoBa qepe3 OOHO YXO0 M BRIIIYCKas 9epe3 Opyroe,
HO MHe IIPUIIJIOCH IIEePECIIPOCUTE, KOT'Oa A YCJIBIIIAI YTO-TO HEJIeIlOoe, BEIJIETAIOIIEE U3 €€ PTa.

I[lepBast MIepaToOpPCKasi IPUHIIECCA IOI0KHUIA APYIYIO PYKY MHE Ha I1JIeY0 ¥ IIOBTOPHUIA TUXUM
T'0JIOCOM.

— { umel0 B BUAYy UMEHHO TO, 4TO CKa3ana. Ctans MouM, Opeil.

— Yro...

— 4 xouy, 4TOOH TH IOANEPKAT MEHS B TOM, YTOOHI S MOTJIa CTaTh UMIIepaTPHUIIEH.

[TepBas UMmnepckas [IpuHIlecca HaKIOHWIACh ONIUXKe.

— Knana cobuparsa Cuibl IoJi CBOMM HadajioM U IIPeBpaTuiack B HOBYIO (paKIKio, YTOOH yIPOKaTh



dBTOPUTETY Hallero CTapuero 6paTa, HO B IIOCJIEOHEE BPEMS €€ BIINIHUE ocrnabeBaeT u3-3a ee
IICUXUYECKOM HeCTaOMUIbHOCTH.

— ITO0 Tak?..

— Ha. K coxaneHnuto, Mbl BCe ellle He MOXKeM II0JTHOCThI0 UTHOPUPOBATH €€, Tak KakK OO0 CHX II0P OHa
IIOCTPOMJIA MMPOYHEIA PpyHmaMeHT... Ho ¢ ToO0M psimoM, pa3Be 51 He CMOTY 3aHSTh €€ TIO3ULUI0 IS
cebs?

— TIpocTo mist 4ero-to momoOHOTO. ..

— YTo TH UMeellb B BUAY 107 «IIPOCTO»? Thl 3a0bII CBOe COOCTBEHHOE TI0JI0KEHUE?

I[TepBas MmMmnepckas [TpuHIlecca BRIPA3UTENIbHO MTOCTYYasa 1o sm6aeMe B popme 3Be3MbI Ha MOei
TPyQu.

— Ecnu 51 cMmory nipuBnieds Te0SI Ha CBOIO CTOPOHY, Y MeHs OyfeT He TolbKo ['eprjorcteo CtapiaiurT,
HO u 'epriorctBo MyHmauT. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, CepeHa 110 Y Biao61eHa B Te0s.

— Bo3MoxHO, Tak OyOeT He BCerma...



— HTak, co Bcemu cunaMu KiaHb ¥ IOOIEePKKOM IBYX repPIIOTOB S MOIKHA ORITh B COCTOSTHUU
6opoThcsi ¢ MouM OpaToM. TH Tak He JyMaells?

Kak u oxupnanocs ot [TepBoit MMnepckoii [Tpuniieccel. OHa TOBOJIBLHO XOPOILIO MPUAYMEIBAET
MEeJIKIE CXEMH.

Bce 310 BpeMs OHa 3dTaUIaCh B IIPUCYTCTBUU HACJIEOHOT O IIPHUHIIA, HO IIOCMOTPUTE, KaK OHA
TOTOBUTCA HaHECTH yOap, KdaK TOJIBKO IIPEOCTABUTCA BO3MO2KHOCTE.

K coxamnenuio, ee nmoka3satenb [Jobpa Obi1 «-90», 1 OHa yKe Ipofaa CBOIO Aymy Koporio
IOemonoB. Ecnu Ovl He 3TH f1Ba (haKTOpa, €€ IMpPeioKeHre CTOUII0 OBl PACCMOTPETD.

— Torga... 9TO MOXKeT cHenaTh oy MeHs [lepBas Ummnepckas [Ipunnecca?

— XM...



Ona Cy3HJla I'lla3a U IIpoIIeriTaia.

— YTO0 THI AyMaells 0 TUTYJIE «IIPUHI-KOHCOPT»?

— Yro?

— JTO0 HaWBHICIIIEE TOJI0KEHKEe, KOTOPOTO MOXKET JOCTUYL YeJIOBEK, He SBIISIOMIANCS YaCThIO
MMIIePaTOPCKOM CEeMbH.

Moe mu110, JOJIKHO OBITBH, BHIIAJI0, HACKOIBKO 5T B3BOJIHOBAH, MOTOMY 4TO IlepBas Mmepckas
[IpuHITECCa OTOIIIa OT MEHS.

— Tebe 31O He HpaBI/ITCH? Torpga maBau ITPOCTO CKaxKeM, 4YTO 3TOT'O PA3TrOBOPA HUKOT' Ja He OBLTIO. ..

— Her, s IIpOCTO OBIJT HEMHOTO OIIIeJIOMIJIEH, YCIIBIIIIaB TBOE BHE3aITHOE IIpeajozxKeHune.

4 OBICTPO MBITAJICS TPOCYUTATH U TIepeOPMYIHPOBATh CBOY MIPECTOSIINE TIIaHbl, IPUHUMAas BO



BHUMaHMe npepnnoxenue [lepsou UMmnepckou [Ipunneccel. B atoT MoMeHT [IpuHIlecca CHOBa
IIpepBajia MOX MEICIIH.

— ThI MOKeIllb paCCMOTPETHL MO€e IIPEeJIoOKeHNe 103Ke. A 1oKa s faM Tebe Harpagy 3a TO, YTO THI
TaK Pa3BJIeK MEHs CEeTOIHS BeYEPOM.

— Harpagy?

— [la, s UCIIOJIHIO OOHO TBOE XKeJaHue B moboe BpeMsi, KOrga 3aX04elkb.

Cxka3as 3710, [TepBas Mmnepckas [IpuHilecca 06epHynIach, Mpexae YeM IIPONOJIKUTh TOBOPUTb.

— CBs12KHMCh CO MHOM, KOTTa 3aX04ellb. 4 mam TeOe Bce, YTO THI II0XKeJIaelllb, II0Ka 3TO B MOeH
BJIaCTH.

— Bomsimoe cacu6o, HUMIIEPATOPCKadA IMPHUHIIeCCa.

— ITa#t MHe 3HATh, €CJIM THl KOTIa-HUOYObh 3aX0Yelllh CTAaTh «IIPUHIIEM-KOHCOPTOM».



qa IIOTPY3HUJICA B CBOM MEICJIH, KOT'Td HepBa;{ I/IMHepaTOpCKaH HpI/IHI_IeCCEl THUXO BBIIIJIa U3
YKPOMHOT'O KOPHOOPaAd, B KOTOPOM MEI HaXOOUJINCh, C 3TUMU HAIIYyTCTBEHHBIMHU CJIOBAMM.

«[TpUHII-KOHCOPT, MOST 3aIHHUIIA... Thl, BEPOSITHO, YOLEIIH MEHS, He YCIIEET IPOUTH U T'Of TIOCTIe
Halero Opaka».

[TepBast UMnepckas [TpuHIlecca BCIO XKU3Hb CKPhIBajia CBOIO JKaXK[y BIacTH. TakuM 00pa3oM, OBIIO
BITOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO 3aK/II0YHTh, YTO OHa Olla TOM, KTO OB crtocoOeH Ha BCe Pagy BIIACTH.

B nmpeppimyIned BpeMeHHOM 1IKajie KaXKObhi U3 ee ITapTHEePOB 10 6paKy yMmep OT HEU3BECTHON
0one3Hu B TeYeHUe rofa mocjie ux 6paka. U B 06s13aTeIbHOM MOPSIIKE BCE UX UMYIIECTBO U TUTYJIBI
Ovlu 3axBaueHH! [IepBoii UMmepcko [IpuHIIECCOH.

Kpome Toro, ITepBas Mmmepckas IIpuniiecca Gbiyia HaIPSIMY0 CBSI3aHa C MJIOXO0M KOHIIOBKOM.



HWTak, ecnu OBl Y MeHs OBbIJT CITOCO0 MaHUIIYIHPOBATh €€ IPeoKeHreM, HaCKOJIbKO 9TO BO3MOXKHO,
YTOOHL...

— Xm?

Xom MOMX MBICTIEH ITpepBasiCs, KOra s IOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK YTO-TO CTPAHHOE IIEBEJIUTCS B MOEM
HarpyaHOM KapMaHe.

— Yupr...

4 cyHyn PyKy B KapMaH, rafasi, YTo Okl 3TO MOTJIO OBITh, ¥, K MOEMY yIUBIIEHUIO, 3TO OKa3aJiach
KaHapelKa, KoTopas paHblile Obisia B KoMHaTe. OH cropOuach U CBEpHYJIach B KOMOK.

— Tebe xos100HO?



A normagun KaHapefIKy " IIOHSJI, YTO OHA APOZKUT OT XO0JIoda. CorHize YZXKe CeJio, u, KpoMe TOro,
eI JoXab U OBILIO OOBOJIBHO BETPEHO, YTO IIPHUBEJIO K PE3KOMY IIaAE€HUIO TEMIIEPATYPHI.

«Ecnu ImogyMmaTh, PaHBIIE B TOM KOMHaTe Oblla YCTAHOBJIEHA «Marus COrpeBaHUI».

qa OCTOPOZKHO IIOJIOKHUII KaHapeﬁKy MeXAay JIagOHAMU U HaIlPpaBUJICA B CTOPOHY KOMHATEI, I'lle
HaXOOUJINCh IIOOJIbIE YGJ'IIOJIKI/I, C KOTOPEIMHU 4 PaHBIIE TyCOBAJICA.

— Twr Tam. [IpuBenu crofa ¢ BepaHasl TpeTbio UMmnepaTopckyto IIpunLieccy.

— O, ma!

OTnaB nIprvKa3 TOPHUYHOM, S BOIIEJI B TEIJIYI0 KOMHATY.
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