«KcTaTH, 3TO JeliCTBUTENIPHO TEMHAS MaHa...»

WpuHa, CIIOKOWHO HaOIIOmaBIas 3a 9TOM IevaabHOH CIIeHOH, mpobopMoTasta cebe o HOC,
YYBCTBYS UCXOOAIINM M3[asieKa MOTOK 3710Beleil TEMHOU MaHHI.

«... Ho, TOCKOJIBKY y HAC ecTh ApHs, BCE NOJIKHO OBITH B IIOPSIOKE».

CnaboCcTh TEMHOM MaHbl, KOTOpPas pa3pyllaeT BCIO APYTYI0 MaHy U KUBBIX CyIIECTB TbMOU - 3TO
«CBET».

KoHeYHO, ero HeBO3MOKHO PacCesiTh OOBIYHEIM COTHEUHBIM CBETOM. ECiu 6B 9TO OBIIIO TaK, JTIOOSM
He HyKHO Obly10 ObI n36eraTh UMM 60ATHCS YEPHOKHUKHUKOB.

EQuHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOXKET O0OPOTHCS C Y2KACHOM TEMHOM MaHOH - 3TO 0cobast MaHa, cofepKalias
cBeT, Takad Kak [J[ConHeuHasa MaHa[], [[JIyHHas maHa[], [|[3Be3gHasa MaHa[] ¥, HakoHel], [|[CBsaTas cumna[l,
KOTOPYIO UCIIONIB3YIOT CBATHE U MajlafWHEL.

[ToMrMO 3TOTO, HE TaK MHOTO CHJI, KOTOpble MOTYT HAINPSIMYIO IPOTUBOCTOSITh TEMHOM MaHe U
YepHOU Maruu.

[ToaToMy, yYUTEIBasE KHTEHCUBHOCTh TEMHOM MaHBI, HCXOMSINE! B KOHIIEe ITPOX0/ia, OOBIYHBIM JTIOISIM
OB1710 OBI ITPABYMIILHO OEKaTh.



Tem He MeHee, Apust o6agaeT MaHoU A1l O0PLOBI C YePHOU Maruel, B €€ IMPOIUION XKU3HY ee
Ha3bIBa/Iu «3Be3IHBIM Marom»... Tak YTO He OyOeT HUKaKuX mpobyeM, faxe eclid OaCHOCTb
IIOSIBUTCSI.

— ... 4Yro 3a...

B TOoT MOMEHT, KoTja oOHa romyMaia o0 aToMm, Opeil, CTOSBINUI Tepeao Hel, B3OOXHY U
mpobopMOTaIl.

OHa mocMoTpeia BIepe, HefloyMeBasi, YTO IIPOKMCXOOUT, M BCKOpe 3aMeTuia Pritaps CMepTH,
KOTOPHBIN MU3JTy4asl Y2KaCHYI0 TEMHYI0 MaHy BCEM CBOUM TeJIOM, OJTOKUPYS IIPOXO]I.

— K cuacThi0, OH He HallaflaeT Ha Hac Cpa3ly, KakK TOJIbKO YBUIEII..

®peii, 6ouTeNnbHO HaOMIOOaBINKit 3a PrilapeM CMepTH, B3TOXHYIT C 06JIeTYeHNEM U 3aTOBOPHII C
Apueit u UpuHOU 1mo3agu HETO.

— OH =He dTaKyeT HaC IIPEeBEHTUBHO, TdK YTO JZ[aBafITe BEpPHEMCHI.



— O 4eM THI TOBOPHUIIIL?

Korpa ®peii cobupancs yiuTtu, Apusi HaXMypHUIacs.

— PrIllapb CMEpPTH - 3TO IPOIIE TPOCTOTO.

Cka3zaB 9T0, OHa HayaJjla N3JIy49aTh CBEPKAIOIIYIO MdHY BO BCE€X HAIIPABJIEHUAX.

— *B3mox*...

Opeii, HaOmMOgaBIIKi 3a HEW, TIIY0OKO B3[OXHY U mopolen K MprHe. 3aTeM OH Hadas CIIOKOMHO
HabI0IaTh 32 TPOUCXOMSIIINM.

— ... Be He OecrmokouTech 0 CBOei cecTpe?

— Huckonvko.



WprHa, 0CTOPOXKHO 3afaBlllasi eMy BOIIPOC, HAaKJIOHUIIA FO0BY, Korga ®dpe ¢ yXMBIJIKOU
3aroBOpuIL.

— 3T0 Bcero nuilb Prilaps CMepTH... Apus He MOXKeT He M0OeIuTh.

— OTO mpaBpa.

Korma ®pelt 0TBeTUI el IPUTTyLIeHHEIM TOHOM, MipuHa coriacuiach ¢ HUM U KUBHYJIA TOJIOBOM.

Korpa Printapu CMepTu BliepBhle IIOSBUINCH, UMIIepcKas cTomula Oblla 3a6710KUpOBaHa, U
MMIIepCKUe PHIapy ObIIM OBICTPO BOOPYKEHHBI ¥ Pa3BePHYTHI, UTOOH 0CTaHOBUTHL YyIPo3y. KoHedHo,
[JIS JTI0fiel, KOTOphle 00pedeHkl CTaTh CUIbHENIIMMY B MUPE, 3TO He UMeeT OOJIbIIOro 3HaYeHus.

*BaMm, bam!*

— Pooooooooaaappp!

Apus, KoTopas yxe 0TOpBasa JeByio pyky Prinaps CMepTH, CMOTJIa CHesaTh 3T0 61arofapsi CBOUM
CIIOCOOHOCTSIM 3BE3OHOTO Mara.

— Pa3Be oHa He nyuine, yeM Orina MprHa B 3TOM Bo3pacTe?

— OHa He JIydmie.... Ui BO3MOXKHO.



Korga ®peit Becemo cpaBHUT Apuio U puHY, OHa M30 BCEX CHJI MTEITAIaCh OTBETUTh ¥ BMECTO 3TOT0
3aflajia eMy BOIIPOC, 3aMETUB YTO-TO CTPAHHOE B €r0 BhIPAXKEHUMU.

— Ho... [ToueMy BHI BHITIIAUTE B3BOJTHOBAHHBEIM?

®peii, Ha nuUIle KOTOPOTo Oblyla IPUsATHaS yIbIOKa, TpoOOpPMOTasl, KOTHa BhIpakeHue ero jaulla cTauo
XOJIOTHBIM.

— ... ITotoMy uTO 51 60IOCH y3HATH IPABAY.

— Yto?

WpuHa, He COBCEM TIOHSBINAS €T0 CJIOB, CHOBA CIIPOCHIIA, HaxMypuB 6poBu. OgHako Opeit mpocTo
MOJT4asT ¥ HaOITIoas 3a IPOUCXOMASIINM TTepe HUM CPaXKeHUeM.

*Tpeck!*

BuTBa, OIMBIIasCcs HECKOJIBKO CEeKYH, Oblyla pellleHa, KOTHa JIyd CBeTa Apuu Iomas B Yeper
Priaps Cmeptu.

— Tonpem.



Apwusi, KoTOpas IOCMOTpesa Ha Teso Pririaps CMepTH, dyel yepen 6ecciiefHO PacChIIaics,
CIIOKOMHO CKa3aJjia 9TO U Hayajla JBUTaThCS BIEPES.

— Oyx.

— Bupst, Kak BB B3OXHYJIH C 06JIeTYeHHEM, BhI, IOJIXKHO OBITh, HEMHOTO BOJTHOBAJIUCh 3a HEe, HE TaK
nu?

— Jla, 3TO IOTOMY, 4TO Y MeHs 3aKOHYHJIaCh 3B€3IHAs MaHa. [IOCKONIBKY 51 HE MOT'Y YyBCTBOBATh
TEMHYIO MaHy WJIU KCIIOIb30BaTh CBOIO 3BE3[HYIO MaHY, €CJIA TPOU30MIET YTO-TO HEOKHUIAHHOE,
BO3HUKHYT Cephe3Hble ITPOOIEMEL.

B oTBeT Ha cnoBa Mpunsl ®peii rimy00Ko B3MOXHYT U noien 3a Apueit. OgHako, Korna MpuHa
cobupasnack nociaenosaTs 3a PpeeM, OHa BOPYT IOYYBCTBOBAJIa YTO-TO CTPAHHOE U OTJISIHYJIACh.

«... MoxerT, 1 omubIach?»

ITo KakKol-TO IPpUYMHE OHA YyBCTBOBaJla TEMHYI0 MaHy 1o3anu cebs, a He Brnepenu. Ho aTo OkI0
JIUIIb HA KOPOTKOEe MTHOBEHUE, IT03TOMY OHa IIoAyMaJsia, YTo omubiack. 3aTeM OHa Hadaa
cnemoBath 3a ®peeM, KOTOPHIY yKe ITPOIIIEIT JOBOJILHO JIMHHEIN IyTh BIEPEOH HEE.

— 3pmech. TeMHasa MaHa UCXOOUT OTOBCIOAY.

®peu 1 MpuHa, KOTOPHIE LIJIK HEKOTOPOE BPeMS, OCTaHOBUJIACH, YCIIBIIIAB CJI0Ba ApUY, U YKPagKOu
BBITJITHYJIU BIIEPEN.



— [l 4ero, 4epT BO3bMH, 3TO MECTO...?

Hepen HHUMHU CTOAIN OI'POMHEBEIE BOPOTaA.

— ... Kanus, 4to cnyuunocs?

Korga MprHa HeBONBbHO TPOOOPMOTaa 3T0, TPEBOKHO Apoxka, Opelt B3TISAHY Ha Hee C
00eCIIOKOEHHBIM BEIPAXKEHUEM JIMIlA ¥ IIPOIIeINTall.

— 4 gyBcTBYyI0 Iepeq co00¥ OTBPaTUTENbHYIO TEMHYIO MaHy. 1 HUKOTla He YyBCTBOBaJia TaKou
OTPOMHOM TEMHOM MaHBHL... KPOME OTHOI'0 pa3a.

— Korpa?

—B npenmuymeﬁ BpeMeHHOfI IIKasne, Korga KaH-, HeT, Korga g IIoTepPsAaaa KOHTPOJIb Hall CBOMMHA
CHIJIaMHU.

— Yro...?



<I>pe171, KOTOpBIfI HEe MOT JOJIZKHBIM 06pa30M YYBCTBOBATh TEMHYIO MaHY M3-3d OTCYTCTBHA Y HETO
3BE3MHOM MaHHI, CKa3al 3TO B N3yMJIEHWH, YCIIbIIIaB OOEHKY I/IpI/IHbI.

— 3T0 abcypa. Ecimu n3BepraeTcst CTONBKO TEMHOM MaHHL... 3Ta Topa yXke [JoJixKHa Obla
IIOJIBEPTHYTHCS KOPPO3UU U PYXHYTh.

Ycneimas ero cnosa, MpuHa CriioTHyNIa U KMBHYJIa roioBoii. TeM BpemeneM ®peii 3akpuydari,
OpocuBIINCEH K Apun, KOTOpas yxkKe MPOTIHYJa PpyKy, 4TOOE OTKPHITH BOPOTa IIepe Hel.

— Apus! He oTkpeIBall 3Tu BopoTa!

— ... Xax?

Apwust HeBOIIBHO BCIIOMHMITA (UTypy cBoero OpaTa, KOTOPHEIM TAKUM K€ TOHOM IIPeNyIpexRaan ee
BCSIKMH pa3, KOTHa HOJIXKHO OBIIO MPOM30MTH YTO-TO ormacHoe. OHa Bcerga Oblyla CMEIIITEHBIM
pebenKkoM, moaTomy GeicTpo y6pasna pyky. Ho...

*Kpunnn*

— 3%, uto?! 4 He Tporama 5T0?

I[To KaKOH-TO MPUYHHE OTPOMHEIE BpaTa CTaId MEIJIEHHO OTKPEIBAThCS CaMH IO cebe, XOTS UxX
HUKTO HE TPOrajl.



OmenomieHHb 3penuineM, Opet MPUTOKKUIT PYKY K Medy Ha Iosice, a pruHa MOCIEITHO BEITSHYIa
PYKH BIIEPEN U MPUTOTOBUIACh aTaKOBaTh, HO...

— ... YTt0? 3mecy HUUero HeT?

Korpa BpaTa IIOJIHOCTEIO OTKPEINIUCE, ITEPEN UX I'Jla3aMU IIPEeacTaia OosbIas TYCKJIO OCBeEIll€HHadA
KOMHaATa.

«Yro? Hoquy B 9TOM MECTe TaK MHOI'O TEMHOM MaHHI, KOorga 3meCb HU49ero HerT...»

MpuHa BOIIIa B KOMHATY ¢ ®PpeeM ¥ ¢ TAKUMK COMHEHUSIME B yMe Haydasla HCCTIeI0BaTh
OKpyXarolee.

— Pa3Be 3T0 He MeCTO [ UCCIIe[0BAaHUN YePHOU Maruu?

— KaxeTcs, 9T0 BEpHO, YUUTHIBasi, YTO CyIIEeCTBYeT MHOXKECTBO apTe(akTOB U MaTepHasos,
CBSI3aHHBLIX C YEPHOU Maruewu.

Apus u MpuHa, KOTOpBIe B KOHIIE KOHIIOB IIOATBEPOUIIN, YTO 9TO OBblJIa KOMHATA, I7ie IPOBOIUIINCE
MCCIIeIOBaHUS YePHOW Maruy. BHe3amHo BhITaIUIN BOIIPOCH, KOTOPhIe ITPUXOIUIINA UM B TOJIOBY.

— Ho 4Tto0-TO CTpaHHOE. HeBaxHO0, CKOJIBKO MCCIIeqOBaHUNI t-IepHOI‘/JI Maruu BeJIoCh B 9TOM KOMHATe...
HEMHOI'0 HE€CTECTBEHHO OIMYIIAaTh TaKyl0 MOITHYIO TEMHYIO MaHY.



— JTa. OHa CNIHUIIKOM CHUJIbHA, YTOOBI CUMTATHCS OCTATOUYHON TEMHOM MaHOM.

[Tocne cTOJNB OONTOTO OGCY}KHGHI/IFI KOMHATEL HpI/IHa 3adJia ele OOuH BOIIPOC.

— IlogoxnauTe, a moYeMy B 3TOM KOMHATe CBET?

— Xwm? Twl mpaBa? ITo Ielepa, I03TOMY TYT He IOIKHO ObITh COJTHEUHOT'O CBETA.

YcnmiiaB cnosa ApI/II/I, OHM Ha MTHOBEHHE€ 3daMOJI9aliF, 3aTeEM OOJHOBPEMEHHO IIOOHSAIIN I'OJIOBEI X
Ha4aJIi CMOTPETHL BBEPX.

— ... Ilomoxnure.

Apus mocMOTpera Ha IIOTOJIOK, KOTOPHIH OBIIT HACTOIBKO TEMHEIM, YTO OHA Jaxke He MOTJIa BUOETh
KoHIla. OHA HaIrpaBua YacTh CBOEH 3BE3HOM Maruu K IIOTOJIKY, YTOOL TPOBEPHUTD ee Gonee



0pOoO0HO. ..

— ... Y10 337

— He MmoxeT OBITE.

Bckope oHu 00e BIlanu B CMSITEHUE.

9T0 OBIJIO TOTOMY, YTO YEPHEIM KaK CMOJIb ITOTOJIOK OB OKPAIlleH TEMHOM MaHOM, ¥ KOHIIA 9TOMY He
OBLIIO BUIHO.

— Bo3Mo0XKHO 11 TaKoe KOJIUYEeCTBO TEMHON MaHBI?

WpuHa, [0NIT0 CMOTPEBIAas, BOPYT IOYYBCTBOBaa ce0sl CTPAHHO ¥ IIOCMOTPeJIa PSAoM € COOO0.

— Vrx...

— HO-1oHBIN TOCIOOUH?



3aTeM MpuHa Hamuta Opest CUOAIINM Ha ITOJTy, CXBAaTUBIIMMCS 3a rojioBy. OHa 6pocuiachk K HEMY U
CIIpOCHIIA.

— YT0 Cny4unocs?

— 4 OBI7T 3mecCh paHbIIIe. ..

— Xax?

— BocnnomuHanud... BocnoMuHaHusd... 4 OOMIXKEH CIPATaAThCA... [IpATKH. ..

3aTeMm Qpeii BHE3aMHO Ha4ajl TOBOPUTE TapabapIiiuHy.

— OGOpOTEHD... CMEPTH MOEW MATEPH...

— Opeii?



— Kanus...

®peii, KOTOPHIH IONTOE BpeMsi TOBOPUIT TapabapIluHy, BCKOpPe IOTepPsil CO3HaHUe, ITHITAsICh YTO-TO
CKa3arThb.

— Kpga?!

— ... A-apus?

WpuHa, opoxKaliasd OT TaHUKH, Ha 9TOT pa3 yCJIbllllana KPUK C3afiu ¥ ObICTPO OTJISTHYJIACh.

*Bxyyx*

— JT0 c-cyMacuIecTBue!

TeMHast MaHa Ha TIOTOJIKE STPOCTHO 00PYIIMIACh Ha ApHIo.

— Vx, Tak MHOTO...!

[ToTpsicenHas, Apus Hayaja U3JIy4YaTh 3Be3JHYI0 MaHy U3 CBOEN PYKH, HO OHA He MOIJla OTOTHATh
BCIO TIO@BJISIOUIYI0 TEMHYIO MaHy, U B KOHIIe KOHI[OB IOCTOSHHEIN IIOTOK TEMHOM MaHBbI ITOTJIOTUJT



ee. BCKOpe OHa IIOTEPsAJIa CO3HAaHNE U PYXHYJIAd Ha II0JI.

— KTt0 THI!

C aTOro MOMEHTa I/IpI/IHa BEI3BIBAJIA IIJIaMS B PYKadX U 3aKpH4dalla.

— BrIixonu HeMenneHHOo!

— ... Xopoto.

MpuHa Kpuyasa ¥ IIbITanack BecTu ce0s xkKecTKo. OgHaKo, KOTfla OHa yBHOeEJa YeJloBeKa, KOTOPHII
OTKPHLUI BpaTa ¥ BOIIENI B KOMHATY, OHa OECITIOMOIIIHO paccesijia CBoe IiaMs U mpo0opMoTana B
OIICTIEHEeHUH.

— T-THI...

— Tebe MOHPABUIOCH MOE BHICTYIIJIEHUE?



W KaHus, CIIOKOWHO HaOMoaBIIast 3a Hel, Havajla KOHTPOJIMPOBATh PACTEKAOIIYIOCS BOKPYT Hee
TEMHYIO MaHy.

— II-nouemy THI 37€-?

— 3T0 MecCTo, 0 KOTOPOM § y3Hasa, Korfa y3HaJjla IpaBAy U3 I0[ACO3HaHUS I0HOTO
rocrnoguHa. [lepBoHaYanbHO 3TUM MECTOM yIpaBiisan nopa AGpaxaM, IiaBa replorckoy CeMbu
Crapmaur.

— Y-y10?

— Koneuno, Torma oH Osl1 6€3 CO3HAHUA... IOCJIE TOT0, KaK S Halllla 9TO MECTO, 5 MCII0JIb30Basla
Maruio o6HapyKeHHs, YTOOL OCTAHOBUTDH 3JTOYMBILITIEHHUKOB.

Cka3as 970, Kauus, KoTopas 0CTOPOKHO IIONHSIAa APHIO C 3eMJIH, IOCMOTpesia Ha Mpuny, y
KOTOPOY BCe ellle OBUIO ITyCTOE BRIpaKeHUe JIUIA, U CKa3aa.

— Ilo cux mop nenu Apusi BCerga Ipuxoauia ogHa... OMHAKO Ha 3TOT pa3 s 00HapyXKuia
IIPUCYTCTBHE elle TBOUX, II09TOMY IIOIIa IIOCMOTPETh, KTO OHM, U HAlllIa BaC OBOUX.

— OM... KaK HacueT MaCKUPOBKU B OOIIEKUTUN?



— ¢ ocTaBHIa 3TO CAMOMY YMHOMY Y€JIOBEKY Ha BCEM KOHTHHEHTE, TaK YTO He 0 4YeM
0eCIIOKOUTLCS.

CkasasB 310, MpuHa, KoTOpas cMoTpena, Kak Kanus B3fubixaeT U KinageT Opes u Aprio psamoM Ha
KPOBaTh PSIOOM C coO0M, 3afajia BOIPOC APOKAIIUM TOHOM.

— Tak... 4T0, 4epT BO3bMH, 3TO 3a MECTO?

Ycneias atu ciioBa, KaHus B3moxXHysIa ¥ OTBETHUIIA.

— 3[eck MOU POOUTENHN KECTOKO YOUIM MaTh IOHOTO TOCIIOAWHA U TPEeBPATUIIU €e B 000POTHS.

— ... 9T0?!

U korpa MpuHa ycblilianga 3TU CJI0Ba, OHA TYT XK€ CXBaTUJIACh 3a I'0JIOBY, Kak 0 Hee Ppel, u
3acTOoHAaIA.



— TTomoXnau, OO AK... 3TOT BOJIK... HET, 3TO OBLI OﬁOpOTGHB?

— *B3mox*...

KaHus, ropecTHO TTISIAs Ha Hee, TAXOHBKO YCTPEMHUJIIA B30P K IIOTOJIKY, TPOMUTABLUIEMYCS TEMHOM
MaHOM, 1 4T0-TO 6opMoTana cebe moxd HOC.

— ... Temepb y MeH$ eCTb ellle OIUH TOBApPHII, KOTOPOTO 5 HUKOTTIa He X0Tesia Okl UMETh.
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