Mecrto, Kyma npubsuiu UpuHa u Opeit, HAXOAUIIOCH B MBIIIHOM JIECY, OCBEIIIEHHOM CBETOM CO BCEX
CTOPOH.

—Ix...!

I/IpI/IHa, HEKOTOpO€e BpeMs 3allbIXaBIIAdsACA U3-3d MOOO0YHEIX 3(1)(1)6KTOB TeJlellopTalluy, Hadadjla
30PKHUM B3TJIAO00M CKaHHMPOBATE OKPYZKEHHE.

— I'-rme MmBI?

— O-0H mMepTB?

B 00bsTHSIX UpUHE 0CTaBanioch 6ecco3HaTenbHoe «si» Opest, KOTOPOTo OHa KPemKo gepzxara.

I/IpI/IHa CJIeTKa HaXMYPHUIIaCh, T'IsAnd Ha HETO. Ona OCTOPOZKHO IIOJIOZKHJIAa ero Ha 3€MIJII0, a 3aTEM
TUXOHBKO IIPHUIIOZKHUJIA YXO K €r0 I'Pyau.

— ... Iloka 4TO OH KUB.

XoTs ero Teso OBITIO B y2KacHOM coCcTossHUY, cepaie ®pes Bce elle GHUTIOCH, XOTS U cabo.

WpwuHa, B3OOXHYBIIas ¢ 00j1erYeHneM, IPUXKaB IoJIoBy K rpynu Opesi, 3aMeTHIIa ero ofexay,

Pa30pBaHHYIO HEXKUTHIO.

— YT0 X...



VprHa Ha MTHOBEHHKE 3aMsiJIach, TJISOs Ha HETro, Ho, MeJIbKOM B3TJISTHYB Ha ®pesi, 0CTOPOXKHO CHSIIA
C Hero ofexpmy u mpobopMoTara.

— 4 umeto B BUNY, 9TO €r0 COCTOsSTHKE TOZKE JOBOJIBHO CTPAHHOE.

Ero temno monxkHO OBI7I0 OBITH BIIOJIHE HOPMAJIBHEIM, 3d UCKIIIOYEHHEM CJI€JOB I'OPAIIUX Ielieil MaHHBI
M PaH, KOTOPBEIE OH TOJIEKO YTO ITOJIYYMJI OT OPOBI HEXKUTH.

TeM He MeHee, TeMHas MaHa UCXOOuIa U3 KaxXmoro Yr'OJIKa ero Teia.

*Mopox*

HexkoTopoe BpeMs CIIOKOMHO Habmiofas 3a siBjeHueM, MpuHa Hadaa rinafguth roynoe Teno dpes
CBOUMHU PYKaMHU.

3areM OHa 3aMeTHJIa MECTO, TOe He ObIJI0 HUKAKUX BU3yaJIbHEIX PaH, Ty YacCTh €r0 Tella, K KOTOpOi
OHa cobupasiack MPUKOCHYTHCS B MPOILIHIA pa3. Temepb OHA MOYYBCTBOBAJIA IIEPOXOBATOCTH B PYKE.

WpuHa, KOTOpas MPOA0JIKaIa lackaTh Tesno dpesi, KacasiCh 3TOM YaCTH TeJjla, HA MIHOBEHHUE
IIAPOKO OTKPEIIA T71a3a.

— OH, 3T0...7



9TO MPOU30IIJIO TIOTOMY, UTO CBEpKalolas MaHa, ucliyckaeMasa ®peeM BO BpeMs UHTEHCUBHOU
OUTBEI, B KOTOPOY OH PaHee y4acCTBOBAJI, CMeIllMBalach C TEMHOM MaHOM, IPUCYTCTBYIOIIEN B €T0
TYJIOBUILlE, PaccenBas ee B mpotiecce. Ero nCTUHHOE TeJo OBIJI0 PaCKPHITO, KOTHA paccesiyics CIou
TEeMHOH MaHHI.

— Boxke moii...

CocTosgHue ero Tena, KOTOpPO€E BCKOpPeE OBLII0 TTOJTHOCTHIO 06Hapy}KeH0, OBIITO YZXKaCalliuM.

Ero nomaTku OBIIM B CHHSIKAX oo TaKOM CTeIleHH, YTO CTaJIld TeMHO-cuHUMHU. Ero Teso OBITI0
n3penedeHo paHaMy 1 IMIpaMaMi OT JIE3BUI. HeKOTOpBIe M3 €ro paH CHOBA OTKPEIIIKUCH, U3 HUX
CO4YHUJiIaChb KPOBL.

He ObII0 HM OOHOM YacCTH €ro Teja, Ha KOTOPOU He OBIIO OBl paH.

«BOJBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX - PaHEI MOHCTPOB HUIIK JEMOHOB... Kpome TOTO0...»

[ToCKOJIBKY ee MPOBO3TJIACHIIM JIyYIIUM 60eBBIM MaroM Ha KOHTHHEHTe, FiprHa ¢ IepBOro B3TrIsma
IIOHSIJIA, YTO 9T PaHBI OBIIM HaHECEeHB HeMOHAMK ¥ MOHCTpaMu. TouHee, mpu OnMuKauIeM
paccMOTpeHUH OHa OIIpefiesinyia PaHbl, HaHeCEHHbIE NEMOHNYECKUMY YyNoBUIlaMu U3 «IIemeabHOTo
jeca».



— Tloyemy...? Kakoro yepTa OH BCe 3TO CHeJan?

KoHeuHO, oHa He monTy4uia 0TBeTa oT ®pest, KOTOPHIH OblsT 663 CO3HAHMUS.

YBunes cocrossaue Opest, UpuHa npuiia B cebs, ry00Ko B3IOXHYIa U CHOBA CTaJla €ro
TIOMHUMATh.

WM3-3a Toro, uTo MprHa OBl;Ia MaroM, e¥ He xBaTasnno GU3NIECKOU CHUIB, HO ®peit OBIT JOCTATOUYHO
JIeTKuM, 4TOOHI OHa 6e3 oco0oro Tpyda mopHsaa ero. OHa oCcMOTpesia KJI0YOK TpaBhl, KOTOPHIM ObLI
BLITOIITAH MX BHE3AITHLIM IIOSIBJIEHUEM, II0Ka OHA UCCIIeNoBalla HEM3BECTHYIO0 MECTHOCTb.

«... Kak, 4epT BO3bMHU, 3TO CIIy4YUJIOCH?»

CBUTOK, KOTOprfI OHaA KYIIUJIa, IBHO OBLI «aTaKYIOIIMIUM CBUTKOM».

WpwuHa ¢ poxneHus Owiia OefgHa, ¥ Haxke Ha Bce COOpaHHBIE JEHBIM HEe XBATHIIO HA MOKYIIKY
ouIMaTIbHOTO CBUTKA, TO3TOMY OHA KYIHJIa B IIEPEYIKe «HeJleraabHbIi CBUTOK».

KOHEeUYHO, XOOUIIU CIyXHY, YTO «IIOKyIIKa CBUTKA B IIEepPeyJIKe CaMOyOUCTBEHHA», IOCKOJIbKY 3TO
OBLJI0 MeCTO, I'lle MOIIEHHUYEeCTBO CO CBUTKaMU ObLI0 4acThIM sBieHueM. Ho Mipura Oblsia yBepeHa.

9T0 OBIJIO TOTOMY, UTO OHA OblIa HECPAaBHEHHKIM T'€HUEM, KOTfia IeJI0 Kacaloch MaTruu, U eu
CYXk[€eHO OBIJIO CTaTh apXuMaroM, KOToporo B Oyayiiem OyAyT 3HATh BO BCEM MUpE.

HTak, X0Td OHa He MOTJla MCIONIb30BaTh Marui, ee Marndeckue 3HaHUS BCe ellle OBLIM Ha MEeCTe, u
OHa CYHTalla, 4YTO 3TOro JOCTATO4YHO, YTOOHI C YBEPEHHOCTBIO KYIIUTL CBUTOK Had UX OCHOBE.

HTak, c yTpa oHa o0BICKala BCe Mara3uHbl Marn4eCcKuX CBUTKOB B IIePeYJIKe U, HaKOHeL], Be4epoM
CMoOrJjia KyIUTh CBUTKU y YOOTOT0 YIMYHOI'O TOPTOBLIA.



HOCKOJ'H:)KY BCe OCTaJIbHBI€ Mara3MHEI IPOAJaBalId TOJIBKO IIOOOE/IbHEIE NI Hepa6oq1/1e CBUTKH,
0CTaBaJIOCh TOJIBKO OJHO MECTO.

JIu1io xo3suHa OBI7I0 3a0MHTOBAHO, ¥ OH BBITJISIEIN JOBOJILHO CTapbiM. OH IPOTSIHYII €f CBUTOK C
MHOTO3HAUUTEIbHOM YIIEI0OKOM, HO OHa OBIJIa YBEpeHa, YTO 3TO OB «aTAKYIOIIUN CBUTOK», KOTOPBIN
paboTas moIKHEIM 00pa30M.

OpHaKo IMoYeMy CBUTOK aTaKd CTaJl CBUTKOM «TejlenopTauuu»? OHa IelCTBUTEIbHO OUIN0Iach?

«Ecnu mogyMars... Tak OBIJIO U B IIPOIIJILIHA pa3...»

I/IpI/IHa, BCe elle IIOIrPpyKEeHHad B CBOM MEBEICJIM, BCKOP€E ITOKa4dajla TOJIOBOM U 3allleBeINIIack.

CTpaHHBIM Marn4eCKuil CBUTOK, TAMHCTBEHHBIN BIafeliel] ¥ aKTyaJIbHOCTh CXOOCTBa MEXIy
TEKYIIUM Y MIPOLIJIBIM UHIUAeHTaMu. Ho ceiiuac BaxkHee OBIIO OIIPEAEIUTh MECTO, Kyda OHU
TeJeNOPTHPOBATUCE.

— ... 910?

Hpuna 6epexHo o6Hsma Opes u Bhina U3 jeca. OgHAKO BCKOpe BRIpaXKeHUe ee JIUIla CTajlo
JKecTue, ¥ oHa mpobopMoTasa cebe Mo HOC, KOT{la YBUOENa ClIeHYy, pa3BopaunBalolIyioCs Ieper ee
rja3aMu.



— 910...7

[lepeq ee rma3aMu BCTaJl BUI BETXOM CEKpPeTHOM 6a3kbl, KOTOPYIO OHa IOCTpouiIa BMecTe ¢ Ppeewm,
Korma Orlyia MaJIeHbKOM.

—I'x...

Jlexa Ha U3HOIIEHHON KPOBAaTH CeKpeTHOM 0a3kl, MpuHa cMoTpeia Ha ®pest, KOTOPHIH
kpsaxTen. OHa HaXMypHIach ¥ TOCMOTPeJia Ha 3aX0fsInee COHIle Ha TOPHU30HTE.

— ... 910 Tpob6IeMaTUYHO.

910 OBITIO MECTO, THe COeOUHUIUCH NeTCKKe BocnioMuHauus ®pest u MpuHsl, nec Bo3ne I'epiiorcrea



CTapHafIT, roe ee JIunmo OBIIIO IIOKPHITO IIpaMaMU B OTYASTHHOM IIOIBITKE CIIAaCTH CDpeﬂ OT BOJIKaA.

Korga ona BIIEPBEIE 3TO IIOHAJIA, I/IpI/IHa CXBaTHUJIaCh 3d I'OJIOBY XU Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aAyMaJlaCh,
nmoyemMy Mard4ecKuu CBUTOK OTIIPaBUII UX 060oux B TAaKOE MECTO. OpHako BCKOp€ OHa He3aMETHO
ImogHAIa @pes{ 1 CTPEMHUTEJIBHO Ha4dadlla CIIYCKATbCA C TOPHIL.

Eit OBIJTO OYEHB JIETKO CIIYCTUTHCS C TOPHI U3-3a TOT'0, YTO OHA OblIa 3HAKOMa C MapIIPYTOM C IOHBIX
JIeT, ¥ TIOCJIe JOJITOTO CIyCKa el HaKOHell yanoch noOpaThcs o ynulibl ¢ Opeem.

OpHaxo...

— 9-3T0...

YBUIeB UMIIEPCKUE Tra3eTh, pa3dpocaHHbIe 10 yIUlle, OHa 3aMepJia, He Beiyckas dpest u3 pyk.

Mexay TeM, BBISICHUIOCH, 4YTO «Ppsii Paox CtapiaiT», ©3BECTHHIN KaK I'JIaBHBIM I1003PEeBAaEMbIi B
3TOM [iefie, B HACTOSIIee BpeMs OTABIXaeT B CBOEH CIlalbHE B pe3yibTaTe MOC/IeICTBUM UHIUAEHTa
«penn Ha 00IIeXKUTHE ITPOCTOIIONIHA Y.

I'aseTa coobmumia, uTo ®peii, KOTOPOro OHA ceryac mepxkasia, OblI Ha3BaH IJIaBHEIM
I0I03pPeBaeMbIM B « MHIIMEHTE C HeXKHUThIO CBITHIMM PHIIapsMu». OMHAKO BCKOPE, KOTHa ero HalllIH
OTIBLIXAIOIINM B O0IIEKUTHUH, C HET'O CHSIJIA BCE TIOJ03PEeHus.

«...Kaaus unu CepeHa 4TO-TO COEIAIN?»



HpuHa, Ha MTHOBEHUE 03alauyeHHas CONepKaHUEM, BCKOPe IIPeNoIoKuIa, 4To 6o Kauus, mu6o
CepeHa, KOTOpEIE, 0YEBUIHO, TAWHO IIOMOTAJIU €My, CO3[astu anubu, ¥ TPONOJIKIIIA YUTATh Ta3eTy.

«IIepkoBs bora ConHia» opuilianbHO IPOTECTYET IPOTUB CBATOM [leprom u TpeTthen
MMIIEPATOPCKOM MIPUHIIECCH, KOTOPHIE laIu JT0XKHEIEe MMoKa3aHusi. OgHako Cesitas u TpeThbs
HwMmnepaTopckas [TpuHIlecca Takxke 00BbSBUIIN, UTO pa3o0IadaT JI02Kb, CKPHITYIO B HefipaxX LIepksy,
BBI3BaB OOJIBIION ITEPEIOJIOX. ..

— ... yrx.

Ho Korpa monuTu4yeckas epyHaa, KOTOPYo OHa 0oJIbIlle BCero HeHaBUOeNa, BHIIIAa HapyxKy, MpuHa,
HAaXMypuB OPOBH, 3aKphIJia JIUI0 Ta3€TON U TTTy0OKO 3agyMaliach, risaas Ha Opes, KOTOPOro mepxkana
Ha pyKax.

«B KOHIIe KOHIIOB... Mbl HE MOXK€EM II03BOJIUTh cebe BEIOEIATECA IIPSAMO cenyac...»

XoTs OHa ellle He TOHTA, moyeMy ®peli 3To crenan u KakoBa Oblsia ero 1ejib, HECOMHEHHO, OH CIlac
XKU3Hb [1epyIol ¥ XKU3HU THICSY IeTeH.

Tak 4TO Ha JaHHBIA MOMEHT OHa Oblla IIOJTHA PEIIMMOCTH CIIPSATAaTh ero. MprHa CHOBa MOJHSIACH
Ha TOPY ¥ BEPHYJIach B caMoe 3HaKOMOe MecTo - «CeKpeTHy0 6a3y».

— VH3...

HWtak, Habmioas 3a 3aX0AsLUIMM COMHIIEM, MiprHa 0CTOpOXHO mpubnu3uiack K HeMy, Korfa ®peii,
JleXKaBIINY Ha ee KPOBaTH, 3aCTOHAI.



— 3T0... MHE HY2KHO BEIJIEYHUTH €TO0...

Y6exneHHas, 4TO €T0 PaHbl U PU3NIECKOE COCTOSIHHE CKOPO CTaHYT KPUTAUYECKUMH, OHa Hadana
PHITBCS B CBOEM PIOK3aKe, KOTOPHIH IO CUX ITOP HOCHJIa C COOO0M.

— ... *B3gox*.

Ho korga u3-3a OTCYTCTBHSA OEHEr OHa Hallllla B CYMKe TOJILKO OJHO neuyeOHOE 3eJIbe,
Pa3049apOBaHHO OIIYyCTHUJIa I'OJIOBY X B3OOXHYJIA.

— I'xy...

HekoTopoe BpeMs IpoKuHas coOCTBeHHYI0 6emHOCTh, puHa Havyala BIUBaTh 3e1be ®pelo B I'yOhL.

— VMm...

3aTeM, BO3MOXKHO M3-3a 9TOT0, BEIpazkeHue uia dpes ciierka pacciabuiocs.



«9TOT0 HEJOCTATOYHO...»

OpmHako, TTOCKOJIbKY 3eJ1bsT OBIJI0O HEIOCTAaTOUHO MJIS JIeUeHHUs er0 CePhe3HbIX TPaBM, BHIpaKeHue
nuiia Ppes BCKope U3MEHUIIOCH Ha BhIpaxkeHue 6omu. MprHa, KOTOpas Mojida CMOTpesia Ha Hero,
Hafjesa PIOK3aK U YTO-TO IMPo6OpMOTaa, BEIXOMS C CEKPeTHOU 6a3Hl.

— ... [lymaio, MHe IpUAETCs MOUCKATh KaKue-HuOyIb TPaBHL.

— Opel, yCIIOKOUCH.

— T'ax... xa...

3Haga reorpa(bmo rop, I/IpI/IHa, 3d CHUTAHHBIE MUHYTEI Ha6paBLua;{c;{ CPIHLHOJIefICTBYIOH.II/IX
JIEKAPCTBEHHLIX TPAB, CTOJIKHYJIACh C HEOXHUTaHHOU Hperpanoﬁ.

— Yepr, 1 He MOTY KOPDMUTh €r0 TpaBaMH BOT TakK.



[TOCKOIBKY 3€eJibe OBITIO B XKUOKOHM (popMe, OHa KaKUM-TO 00pa30oM MOTJIa 3aCTaBUTh €T0 BHIITUTH €T0,
HO y Hee He ObIJI0 BO3MOXKHOCTY HAKOPMUTH €ro TPaBoi, T0OKa OH ObIJT 6€3 CO3HaHUS.

Ecnu oHa MOMBITAETCST HACUIbHO 3aCyHYTh €T0 eMY B POT, €TI0 JbIXaTeNIbHbIE ITYTH MOTYT OBITh
3a0/I0KMPOBaHHI, U JaxKe eCJIM OHa U3MEJIbYUT UX B IIOPOIIOK, dpelt MoJKeH TIaTeNIbHO IepexkeBaTh,
IIpexje YeM CheCTh UX, €CJIA OH He BHITIIOJIHUT BCE 3TH IIard, TPaBhl He OYAYT KUMeTh HUKAKOTO
apdexTa.

— I'xa...

Hakoserr MpuHa rioy0oKo B3[OXHYJIa U cefla IollepeK KpoBaTH, rae jaexan ®pel, ¥ mocMoTpesia Ha
ero 6yegHOe JIUII0, MOKPOE OT XOJIOMHOI'0 IT0Ta. 3aTeM OHa TUXO OTKPHITIA POT.

— THL... uTO Tebe cHUTCSA?

®peli, KOTOPOTO OHA X0TeJa YOUTh KaK CyMacIlIe/nasi elle HeCKOJIbKO MeCsIIeB Ha3ajl, YMUpa y
Hee Ha Ija3ax.

Ecu OHa BEICTPEJIMT XOTh MaJIeHIINM KOJIMYEeCTBOM MaHEl €My B Ceplle, Maxke eClId 3aAyIIUT ero
Ha [OJII0 CEeKYH[IHL... HeT, el He Hy2>KHO OBIJIO 3aXONUTh TaK Maieko. [laxke eCau OHA MPOCTO OCTABUT
€ro0 BOT TaK, OH B KOHIIe KOHIIOB IIOAaCTCSI CMEPTH.

W HUKTO HUKOTIa He Y3Ha€eT U He OOBHHHUT €€ B 9TOM.

ITaxe ceryac ero moHOCST Kak «Benuuatiiiiero nomouka MMmepun», OTBPaTUTEILHOTO YEeJI0BEKa,
COBepIIMBIIEro 6ecyrcIeHHOe KOIMYeCTBO IPECTYIIJIEHNH, KOTOPOMY CyKIOEHO CTaTh BeIn4auliuM
3710eeM B uCTOpuu Mmiepuu, TeM, KTO CTaHET IPUYMHOM NafeHus UMnepun.



OpHaxo...

— ... f ellle He OTKpKEIIa IpPaBOY.

Bo3M0XkHO, BCe yTBEPKAEeHNE OBIIO JTI0XKHBIM C CaMOT0 Havasla.

[Toka ®peii MPOIOIKAET COBEPIIATH 3/IHIE [efla Ha My0IuKe, COXpaHssi CBOu HoOphIe fela B
ceKpeTe, 0TKa3 OT Hero 6ymeT paccTpauBaTh MpuHy.

[Tocne ponrux pasgymui Mpuna npuHsna peieHre. OHa [10JI0KUJIa JIeKapCTBEHHYIO TPaBy B POT U
Havasla XKeBaTh ee.
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